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J O U R N E Y  
OF THE 

RUSSIAN MISSION TO A P G H ~ ~ N I S T ~  ABD THE KHANATE 

CIIAPTER I. 

Reasoils which led t o  m y  second jorirney to Afqhinist6n-News of t h e  pitiable sanitary 
collditioll of the  llrlssian llli . \ i r~ i i  at liibul-I rcceive i i~str~ict iol ls  t o  again s ta r t  fo r  
Kibul-Rly prcparstions a t  'l'hsl~lrnnd for  t h e  road-Official authority f o r  my jour- 
ney to IZlibnl-lTa~.ewell autlioi~ce given me 1)y General I<aufma~~i l - l )epar tu~~e  from 
T ~ J ~ I  kand- lJostal arrangc.iilciits on the  SBmarkand- Jiztik road-My preparations 
nt Shinarltnnd f o r  the joui.111~y-Finnncial dificulties-Rate of excliange for  tile 
p p p r  ?-oq,tlt= in  t h e  t ) u l i h i ~ . n ~ ~  Iuoney m;i~*lcet-Sinlarkand aociety-Hricf sketch 
of t h e  historg of the town nE Sniiinrknnd froin ancient ti111es to t h e  present day- 
Buildings a t  Sdmarkand erccte~l  by T a i u u r  (according t o  BBbar's accouut). 

le end of September (0. S.) 18'78, an  Imperial order was issued AT yegar ding the  Russian Mission at I~i ihul .  I n  virtue of this  
order, i t  was to  remain in  Afghiinistin until special orders were sent for 
its witlidra\val. 

From General Stolaitoff, who was at Livridin a t  the t ime spoken of, 
bardly any  ticlillgs were received a t  Tiishliand ; for  he had only once 
sent to General K:~ufmann s short t e l ~ g r a ~ m ,  in which he told tlie Gov- 
ernor-General of liussian-'l'urkist6.n t h a t  he was working day aud nigllt 
a t  the Afghkn question, t ha t  he had recently been laid up ~ v i t h  fever, 
and tha t  lie had got  all r ight  again. About his second journey to  Kiibnl 
he never said a word ; nor was a n y t h i ~ ~ g  Irnown of i t  a t  ~iisiih-and. It 
was, however, at this  time snlTicient1-y clcar t h a t  Gene~aal Stolaitoff 
woulcl not come for the sccond time t o  AfghcinistLin, since Major-General 
N. 0. R:lap6noff llrtd 1)een nominnted the dlief of t h a t  portion of t he  
Russian Mission tha t  had been left a t  Kibul .  Neither was anyth ing  
linown rcga,rding my second jonrncy t o  Afgliinist,9n, or, a t  a n y  mte, I 
had not rec~ivecl any sort of dcfinitte instructions on the subject. 

Meanwhile, the Mission required tlie services of a doctor;  for during 
the autumn season, whicli had set  in, K i b u l  fevers had caused allnost 
an epidemic of sickuess amongst the entire perso?zuel of the Mission. 



This would not have mattered ; for, where there is a supply of quinine, 
ordinary fevers are not a t  all terrible. But  the matter was altogether 
of a worse kind. During the month of September an  epidemic of 
typhus had brolien out, and General Razgbnoff had reported that one 
of the Cossacks of the escort had sickened with it. After one man had 
fallen ill, i t  might be that  a second, and even a third, might do so, so 
that  i t  was impossible to  determine how it would all end, alld to what 
limits the sickness amongst the members of the Russian Mission a t  
Kiibul might extend. 

A t  the end of October (O.S.) General Razg6noff sent the Governor- 
General of Russian Turliistko a letter, in which, amongst other matters, 
he went into particulars regarding the difficult posit,ioo in which the 
portion of the Russian Mission was placed, owing to its being left 
a t  Kiibul without a doctor. I n  the same letter he expressed the personal 
desire of the Amir, Shir-Ali-KhAn, to  have with him a Russian doctor, 
because the throat affection from which he was suffering was worse and 
his general health was very had. H e  particularly complained about a 
cough, which constantly troublecl him. General Razgbnoff went on to 
say, quoting the Amir's words, that  "those powders which the doctor- 
siihib left here on his departure from Kiibul had given him great relief 
from the paroxysms of coughing." And, therefore, the Amir desired 
General Razgbnoff t o  bring to the linowledge of General Kaufmann 
his wish to have the services of a Russian doctor, viz., myself. The 
result of this letter was an official invitation sent to me by the Govern- 
or-General to go and see him and talk about my fresh journey to  
Kiibul. I hastened to comply with the summons, and I then received 
from General Kaufmann an order to prepare for a second journey to 
AfghiinistAn. 

To prepare for this second journey, i t  was necessary tllat I shollld 
receive a much better equipment than during the summer montlis-(I) 
because this journey would last for a greater or less time, probably for 
an  indefinite period, (2) bccaus~, on this occasion, I shonld have to follow 
the BLmiAn route during the winter season of the year and to cross a 
round dozen passes, some of which reached a height of from 12 to 13,000 
feet above the sea. All the information which I coultl get about this 
journey showed me that  from the middle of November to the month 
of April the mountain passes of the Hindu-Kush are covered with 
snow, and that  the roads across them are extremely difficult aud a t  
times quite impracticable. 111 virw of all this, i t  was necessary to be 
prepared as for a winter campaign and for snow-storms, which might 
detain me on the road durinq my pnssage of the mountains. 

I n  addition to my own personal equipment for the road, I had to 
ge t  ready a camp dispensary, and on this occasion one on a mocll larger 
scale than formerly, because the length of my stay in AfghLnistin was 
not fixed (according to  the calculations of the Tkshkand autllorities, 
I might be in Afghinistkn for a whole year) ; and further, because i t  
was proposed to  malie the sphere of my medical activity more extended 
than on the occasion of my first visit to AfghAnistiin. Thus, for eaamplc, 
it was now contemplated that I should play the part of  ole sanitary 
pl~ysiciau t o  the whole Afghin army tha t  hacl collected to do battle 
with the English troops. 



It was also necessary to take steps to get together the requisite number 
of paclr-ar~imals. Bitter experience, obtrlned during my first journey, had 
convinced me that i t  was important to have light loads. Therefore, in  
considering the transport required for my journey, I ealculated that  the 
average weight of each llorseJs load should not exceed 4 pucls ( 1 4 4  Ibs.). 
Loads of a greater weight, in a journey over such a mountainous country 
as AfghLnistCn very soon tire an anin~al, and still sooner malie i t  
unfit for further work, 1)y contusing or rubbing the sliin off its back. 
However good a pack-saddle or an animal may be, if the load is too 
lioavy, no back mill stand the pressure and chafing imposed for severirl 
days together. 

As regards my personal equipment, the money grant allotted t o  me 
for the second journey was nothing much to boast of. It is true that  
I now received 300 instead of 200 ~ o n h l e s  (C30 instead of £20) for 
transport purposes, the latter being the sum given me for my tirst or 
summer journey ; but from the former sum a deduction of 16 per cent. 
was made on account of siclr and reserve transport, so that  the 
apparent increase was almost fictitious. I n  order to give the render 
an idea of the money grant allotted me for the various iterns of 
expenditure occasioned by my journey, I apl'end below a statement 
drawn up in the treasury attached to the office of the Governor- 
General of Russian Turkistiin. I thinlc that the reader will not 
be very angry with me for placing before him these meagre office 
details. 

Daily aallo~oance from 13th (25th) Novembe)* 187'8 to 1st (13th) January 1679. 

Equivalent in 
Rortbles. Kopaikaa. 8. d .  

... Dr. Yav61.slii at 3 rot~hles a day ... 144 0 = 14 8 0 

Assistant-Surgeon at 50 kopaikas a day . 24 0 = 1 8 0 

Cossack Under-Officer at 50  kopaikas a day ... 2 4  0 = 1  8 0 

Nine Cossaclts at 30 kopnikns a day each ... 139 2 0  = 13 18 6 

Interpreter at 1 vouble a day ,,. ... 48 0 = I 6  0 0 

Assistant-Surgeon ,,, ... ... 80 0 = 8 0 0 

Interpreter ... ... ... 100 0 = 1 0  0 0 

For the pnrcliase of 3 cow-hair felt-tentn, or 
yzilameikas , . , ... ... 75 0 = 7 10 0 

For the purchase of 16 panlr-horses ... 800 0 = 8 0  0 0 

For the pnrchrtse of forage for 16 pack horses 320 0 = 3 2  0 0 

For unforeseen cxpcndi ture ... ... 300 0 = 3 0  0 0 

For the hire of tlrivcrs ... ... 150 0 = 16 0 0 --- 
Total . ,. 2,2C)& 20 -- '22V 8 6 



5!'ravclting altozoances-contd. 

Equivalent in 
Roalka. Zopaikar. E a. d .  

Loss calculated at 15 per rent .  in changing 
1,149 roubles and 20 kopaikas of credit 
notes into Bukhbran tanyas ... ... 172 38 = 17 6 0 

Total ... 2,376 58 =237 13 6 

Add to the above-Loss incurred at the rate of 
15 per cent. in changing paper roubles into 
BukhAran silver under items Nos. 1, 2, 3,4, 
5,10,11, and 12 . . . 

From this return it will be seen that  the transport animals were 
provided for on a more liberal scale than were the men of the party ; 
the smallness of the grant  for the Assistant-Surgeon is especially strik- 
ing  to  he eye. But I will only say on the.subject that  the allotment 
of the several sums had nothing whatever to do with me. The inter- 
preter, on the supposition of course that he was to  be a native, was evid- 
ently provided for in  a more or less satisfactory manner. And yet I 
cannot refrain from stating that  I coulcl not find one competent and 
educated person who would consent to go to  Afghinistin for the remun- 
eration which had been set apart for the purpose. I was, therefore, 
obliged t o  start without an interpreter a t  all getting along as best I 
could with my own slight knowledge of Persian, coupled with the small 
amount of assistance afforded me by a j igit and an Orenburg Cossack, 
who could speak the Tntar dialect fairly well. 

The Cossacks were equipped, comparatively speaking, very well. To 
the daily allowance, granted accorcling to the above return, was added 
forage money from the particular portion of the army with which they 
happened to be serving a t  the time. 

From the return the reader can see what was almost the whole of the 
perso?znel of my party. The Assistant-Surgeon placed under my orders 
was select~d by myself from a m o n p t  the best attached to the hospitals 
i n  Turkisthn. The Cossack escort joined me a t  Sirnarkand. 

I lost not a little time in my preparations for the journey. Fnr- 
thermore, a good deal was lost needlessly, and not through my fault, 
owing to  the habitnal dilatoriness in  doing business in the office of the 
Governor-General of TurkistBn. 

&Ieanmhile, it mas expedient that  I shonld use all dispatch. Every 
day, indeed every hour, needlessly spent by me a t  TAshkand, might have 
very unfavourable results in my journey across the mountains. 

A t  last on the 15th (27th) Novcmber I received a bundle of credit 
notes (more credit notes ! ) and 400 AfghQn rupees. 

Tlle Tnrkistin officials paid me the daily allowance of those members 
of the Mission who mere a t  Rjhul, and this money also took the form 

crctlit notes. IYhnt the members of the Russian Mission could do 
lvit11 credit notes a t  ILiLul, where not only were there no money-cha11g- 
inq sho l~s ,  1)iit where no sort of idea existed about Russian paper 
t3nrreney, Gocl alone knows. Perhaps, besides God, the Turkistia author- 
ities hat1 somp knowl~dgc on the snbject ; but they kept the same a secret 
froin me. 



General Kaiifnlann also made over t o  me a box for General Razg6n- 
off containing various silver articles, which were intended as  presents 
to  various Afghiin personages. I th ink  tha t  the  reader may be interested 
in seeing a list of these presents, and it seems to me t h a t  lie may have 
sotne reflections and draw certain couclusiol~s therefrom. Here, then, is 
the bill. 

The Governor-General of Tuvkistdn in account with D. N. Zukho." 
Equivalent in 

Roubles. Kopaikar. G r .  d. 

2 goblets a t  16 roubles each ... 32 0 = 3  4 0 

4 ditto a t  15 each ... ... 60 0 = 6  0 0 

... 1 sugar-basin .,. ... 40 0 = 4  0 0 

1 ditto 

... 1 match-box ... ... 14 0 = 1 8 0 

... ... 1 ditto ... 18 0 = 1  16 0 

... I purse ... ... 23 O = 2  12 O 

1 cigarette-case ... ,.. ... 30 0 = 3  0 O 

... 1 ditto ... ... 35 0 = 3  10 0 

... ... 1 ditto ... 30 0 = 3  0 0 - - 
Total ... 353 0 =35 6 0 

Ccigned hy LARRIX 
OPC behalf of D. N. ZAXHO. 

I will only observe tha t  t he  selection of the articles intended as  
p r c ~ n t s  was not a h2ppy one. For example, why presetit A f ~ h j n -  
~ l n . ; m l m . i ~ ~ s  wit.11 goblots 1 S I I I : ~  a g i f t  woi~ld  be simply unfitting ; 
for docs not  the l i o ~ i n  forbid the driuliing of wine ? Of ~ v h a t  use, 
to,), w o ~ ~ l d  he costly cigarette-cases, when Afpl1611s do not smoke 
c i p r c t t c s  ; for al l ,  from the  poor Inan t o  the 3irdir,  smoke only tile 
kLll it in or ch i l t r t t t  ? 

On the l(i(1i (28tl1) November, I had n farewell n~~clience of General 
Von I(anfm,inn, Govc~1.no1~-Gc~nel.n1 of Rl~ssi:11~-'1'~1.l;ist6n. After l,reak- 
East be, to  a c.crtili~i c s t ~ t ~ t ,  lllnde m c  acquainlecl will1 tllc so-called 
a bfgli.in question,') a ~ l d  with tlie part  t h ~ t  llussia would in  it. 
He parre expression to very many weighty opiliiol~s r e g i ~ r d i n ~  the 
straggle whiel~ lrnd b r g l ~ n  between the English ntld tbe AfghLns- 
opin ion  tha t  nrcrc jnstifictl by results with almost m n t l ~ ~ m s t i ~ a l  accuracy. 
Spenliitlg about m y  nppronching journey, he pointcd out how the war 
would more or less interrc~.e with m y  passage through AfghQnistin.  
Gcncral Knrifrn8nn said : "The dificulties of your jonrrley and  the 
position of tho Roqsian Mission in Afyllinistin will increase, Pspecia]ly 

-- . - --- - -- 
a TLe largest trading house at TBolkand.-Author. 



from the time that  the English begin wadi le  operations against the 
Afghins." - 

I n  opposition to  the general opinion expressed by the Russian Press, 
tha t  the  English were not wady for an immediate campaign in 
Af,rrhinistin, and that  they could not open warlike operations before the 
sprltlg set in, General l<anErndnn said that by the tirne I reached ICibul 
the Anglo-Afghin war tvonld be in full swing. He  added to this tha t  
Russia could not afford the Amir, Sliir Ali, the aid of her troops, 
notwithstanding the request t o  tliis effect which lie had made in a letter 
to  His  Majpsty the Russian l<mperor. The Governor-General recom- 
mended that  both I arld all the members of the Russian Mission should 
exercise tlie most complete caution and restraint in our relations with 
the Afghius. 

The same day I receive11 from General ICaufminn authority to pro- 
ceed towards Kibnl  without let or hindrance. Tlie followiug was the 
text'of the road-warrant., written in Russian and Persian :- 

a' The bearer of this, the Russian Doctor, Yavbrski, has been ordered 
by me to proceed and join the Bussian Mission a t  Rcibul. With  him 
are one ltussiall Assistant-Surgeon, ten Cossacks, an interpreter, and 
two SGrt Jig ids .  

Dr. Yav6rski is travelling through BukhLran territory to  Chushka- 
Guzir  and Jlazir-i-Sharif. 

" I request all aat,horities along the route taken by Dr. Yav6rski 
t o  give him every assistauce and protection, so tha t  he may get  to  
Kabul without obstruction. 

(Scl.) VON I<AVFMLNN, Gelzeral-Aide-de-Camp, 1st 
Governor-Generul of Tarkista'n." 

O n  the 17th (29th) November, I leEt Tishkand for Siimarkand. 
I11 driving over the barren steppe, I experienc~d on this occasion an 

altogether different feeling to tha t  of which I had Seen sensible during 
the  summer. T h ~ n  I was suffocated w ~ t h  the unbearable heat. Now 
I had to wrap myself up  in my fur-coat, as a protection from the severe 
cold, especially during the night. 

All around, however, mas the same lifeless landscape as during the 
summer ; t h e  same skeletons of post-horses strctvn here and there by the 
side of tlie road ; the same half fallen-in wells with brackish mud instcad 
of water ; tlie same camels feeding in gronps or alone in various parts of 
the steppe ; the same mirages ; the same monotonous jingling of the  
bells ; the same state of half-sleep. 

( I c r c f ~ l l o ~ c s  a long, droran-out account of D r .  Yavlrski's arrival at JimBai, 
the last post-station bejbre Sn'murkulrd.) 

Dr. Yavnrslii gives no description of the post road between TAshltnncl and Sbmar- 
kand ; for his thoughts appear to have been ent,irely taken up with the low of his 
aneroid, pocket-case of surgical instrumenta, compass, several poiinds of tea and sngar, 
&c., all of which he states mere stolen from the vehicle i n  which he performed thie 
portion of his journey. 

(Text reaunled.) 

A t  Sirnarkand, I diligently set to work to collect haggage animals ; 
and 1 now had to eee to everything myself, and to  look illto tlie minutest 



details of equipment. 1 bought all the  bagga-ge animals myself ; 
I tried their paces, I looked a t  all  their feet, I examined every tooth 
i n  their mouths-in a word, I turned myself, for  t he  t ime being, 
into a licensed remount agent. On this occasion the animals were 
bought a t  very reasouable prices. All  of them, too, were excel- 
lently suited t o  their work;  fo r  they  go t  over the  march without  
the sligiltest contusion, and  this  notwithst,andinp t h a t  the  prices 
I paid for them were considerably below what  were given dur ing  

r 1 the  summer. l h e  avera,ge price which I now gave was 34 ~.oubles  
(&3-8-0). 

1 paid particular attention t o  t he  t en t  equipage. It is evident t h a t  
for  the rnillter one cannot be satisfied wi th  cloth tents, and  so those of a 
felt  material have t o  be procured. The question lias then to be settled,- 
of what pattern shall t he  tents  be made ? T l ~ r o u g l ~ o u t  Central Asia 
two kinds of felt  tents  are in use-viz., y u r f a s  and yulanzeilcas. Both  
kill& are very good ; bu t  they require either camel-carria::, or a large 
number of ponles for their t ransport ;  and of these allimals I had 
not  sufficient. Besides, to  pitch them, many hands and  much t ime are  
necessary : this  constitutes a decided disadvantage when travelling, 
especially duriag the cold season of the  year. I therefore designed 
tents  of a special pattern. These mere, i n  fact ,  .yz~lanzeiLas of large 

I P r o ~ ~ r ~ ~ d  10 or 12 fairly s t rong sticks, each about seven feet 
long, and I fastened one of their ends together firmly with a strap. I 
then sharpened the free ends. The framework, on being set u p  in the  
ground, formed a cone of nlore than seven feet diameter. It now only 
remained to  cover the  frnmework with felt, and  a t en t  was ready 
which could hold five men. Subsequent mal-ching sl~owecl t h a t  t h e  
pattern mas a good one. 1 made four tents  of this liind. For t h e  
horses were bought warm felt ,jhools ; and the  pack-saddles pnrcl~ased 
by me expressly for this occasion were also 1)rovided with fel t  , j / l o o / s .  
Thus a horse nras covered ~ v i l h  j l l o o l s ,  both when marclling and  also a t  
the  halting-ground. 

I had now to carry out t he  financial operation of exchanging 
Itussiail paper money into Bnl;ll:i~.an silver ; and here I met  witll a very 
disagreeable surprise, for it1 tlie first  tral~sactions I learnt tha t  s ltussi:ln 
paper 1.0166Ze liad lost i n  tlie FInl<h6rail market still more of i ts  
than during my journey t o  l<&bul in  the  summer season. Thus I 
found t,hnt a paper )-orlb/e would not  fetch more tllail 60 LopaiLa8+ ill 
Bulilliiran silver. Tl'l~at, tlicn, was I to  do wit11 the geucrous allomallce 
for  exchenge calculated 1)y ilie 'l'A~lllia11d a~ i t~ l~or i t i r s  a t  15  per cent. only,  
when I found t h a t  iii c.hnugi~)g tlle money elltl-ustcd t o  ~ I P  I sllould 
lose 40 per cent. ? 12i11ding rnysclf in rncli a diflicultg, I rollld t h ink  
of n o t l i i n ~  1)ellcr than t o  tclcgra1)h about, the matter t,o Tislikand. I 
acc~o~*diiigly 1)eqiyrl tliat t110y ~ ~ ~ o ~ i l d  eitllcr send me silver molley, and  
al)ove all 15i1hli:iran c o i ~ ~ ,  or rlse rrmit  ailditioanl paper monpy to cover tile 
e r t m  loss of 2-1 pi.? r r r f .  to nicct tile nio1.e depresspd rate of mellongP. 
\\'it11 such limil cd nio~lrtnry i.c.sources as  11:~d proriJrcl fo r  my 
jolirnoy, an a(lditiolle1 loss 01 23 per cent.  on accoullt of excllange w;;s 
n vet-y m:ctri-ial one. 
-- -- - - 

* 111 other wortlr, the value of the Iluseian paper rouble was about 1s. 3d. inrteod of 
2 shillings.- Translator. 



Meanwhile, I learnt at Sirnarkand that the Tishkand treasury must 
have an  amount of silver in  B u k h b a n  tangas; for some time pre. 
viously the Amir of Bukhiira had subscribed to the Society of the Red 
Cross 30,000 ta?igas in  Bukhgran silver.* 

I had to  wait a very long time for an answer t o  my telegmm, and 
I had already decided 011 meeting the further loss of 25per  cent., 
since it was imperative tha t  I should effect an exchange of my paper 
money in  some way or another. I n .  Afghhistiio, B u k h b a n  tangaa 
are readily aceeptcd ; but of Russian money the Afghiins have no sort 
of idea. 

hleanmhile, all my arrangements for the march had been completed ; 
and the only thing that  kept me was the fact thah no answer to my tele- 
gram haci yet come from 'l'iishkancl. At last, on the 25th November 
(7tb December), a favourable reply was sent ; and I had never received 
anything more opportunely, for the hook-nosed Jewish money-changer 
had already discounted several hundreds of paper roables with some 
Bukhiran money when a messenger brought me the expected telegram, 
stat inq that  silver mould be sent me by the first post. 

kVith regard to the native followers necessary for service with the 
transport, I had made very good arrangements, both in a material and 
moral sense. First of all, I had to seek out a skilful and trustworthy 
ca1-ava?~-6ashi, and to place him in cliarge of the whole of the transport, 
and a t  the same time to make him responsible for the native followers. 
I mas not loth to engage as ca~uvan-bd,~lli the a1rc;lcly tricd Rajah-Ali- 
Khin ,  who had accompanied the R11ssia.n Mission to i i ihnl  durinz the 
summer. But Ire was not a t  Simai-kand a t  the t i~rie;  for lie was serving 
a t  Rhtta-ICurgin, under tlie orders of the offic~r cornmancling that  dis- 
trict. That  very day, holvever, the Zarafsliin Circle officials telegraphed 
to Ki t ta-Kurgin  as follo\\rs : " Send iminecliatcly, if posslblc, to 
Sirnarkand Jigit R?jab-Ali, and another Jigi l  to go to KQhlll this  ear." 

'I'lle nest mornlng both Jigits arrived a t  Sarnarl<and and appeared 
before me. I then learnt tha t  Rajab-Ali, in spite of his wish to do so, 
could not go  with me. 

Ullder tile orders of the Governor-Ge~ersl of Russian-Turltistiin, he 
was going to Badikhshin with vario~ls instructions for Colonel hlatvai- 
pff. I must here explain to the reader that, in ScptemG~r 1878, Colonel 
&Iatvaiveff received orde1.s from General K g n f  1nQ11tl to KO t o  Ratlhklrslriin 
and Kitiristan. The object of this ji)urnep WIS  I)III.PI,V scient,itic.t With  
hiln the astronomer Scliwnrts, Sub-Lieutenant 'I'rotski, 7 Cossacks, 

2 riflemen. As f;ir as Raisnn t l i ~ y  were accompniiietl l)y thefa'mous 
jn , . , , , ,b ,  &Ir. Rnssoff, who was so prematurely snatclled from scitmce and - 
society 1)y merciless Death. 

1 1 - A  lrnd now to go in search oE the al)orn c1speditionni.p pnrt,y, 
of which no tidings had lately been received, and he was directed to 
seek them out a t  ally cost. 

I had thus to  deny myselE the srrviccs of t,his man, but I was so for- 
tunate as to he able t o  snpply Ilia place by a still 1)ettrr person. As tlre 

-- 

+ The Kussinns appear to innke rip for tile waut of R:ij;tl~s by sr l~dir l~  t!:cir srihscril~tion 
lists to the I<ll:in of Khiva, and the Amir of Bukllira, even whe11 morlc9y is required for a 
semi-religious object.- rV. E Q. 

t No Russian expedition ever started in  peace time which was not stated to besr thir 



name of this Jigit will recur very frequently in the course of my narra- 
tive, and as he is far from being an ordinary personage, I will make the 
reader acquainted with him a t  once. 

Nassir-Khiin, whom I made my caraaarb-la'sli, is an  Afghan by 
birth, and his age a t  tho time of which I am speaking was 35. He 
has many relatives in Afgl~Qnistin, and his mother, wit11 several 
members of his family, lives permanently in one of the suburbs of the 
city of KCbul. up to the year 1869 he also lived a t  Kibul ; and his withdrawal from 
that country was in all probability connected with the final defeat of 
Abdul-Rehrnin and with his flight to SCmarkand. 

On his withdrawal from AfghAnistin, Nassir-Khin ent'ered the 
Russian service, and carried out several commissions relatinm to  ", 
frontier affairs. Thus, in the beginning of 1578, he went t o  Kabul 
with a letter from General Kaufminn addressed to  the Amir, Shir-Ali- 
Khin. 

l'llis commission was carried out with his customary success. Nassir- 
KhAn speaks four languages-Turki, Persian, Pushtu, and Hindustini. 
Russian he as yet speaks badly, but he understands it well. H e  
is a man whose kinsmen and acquaintances are t'o be found in every 
Central Asian town. Such a caravan-da'shi was to me, therefore, a real 
treasure. 

I further engaged the services of two other experienced Jigits. One 
of these men had already been to Kibul;  the other had to fill the place 
of my interpreter, since a regular interpreter could not, as I have stated 
above, be procured for the sum assigned to me for the purpose. To these 
three Jigits 1 gave pay a t  the rate of 20 roubles (£2) a month with 
everything found except their horses. I further hired 3 drivers, to wliorn 
I paid 1 2  roubles (£1-4-0) a mouth, each with free rations and a mount 
on my spare horses. 

The Cossacks, told off a's my escort, were very well equipped. 1 
devoted especial attention to seeing that  they were all provided with the 
indispensable warm clothing, and I insisted that  they should have felt, 
foot-coverings and sheep-skin coats. 

Amidst all the bustle of my preparations, I took every possible 
opportunity of enlarging my acquaintance with the Russian societ,y of 
Si~n:~rkand,  and the iml~ressions which I formed in so doing are only 
good. Even an American city could scarcely exceed its dimensions after 
so brief a period of existence. The place contains a college for boys and 
girls, a dispensary whereat medicines are issued to the native populace 
without payment, a club where certaiuly amusement and recreation are 
tlle ol~jccts of bringing people together and not of displaying tlle latest 
fashions, as is usually the case a t  our club meetings a t  St,. Petersburg 
and Moscow, and other large centres. At  the club a t  Sirnarkand he who 
neitlllcr dances nor plays car(1s need not find the time hang heavily on his 
hands; for the rcading-room contaills a good supply of boolrs, \vhilst 
papers and l>criodicals in the Russian, Frcncli, German, and even the 
Englisll Iangnngcs cover a 1111gc table. I need not add that in the town 
tllere is a telegraph stat,ion and a branch of the State BanB, &c. I 
may, l~erhaps, be allow~tl to cordially wish this young, vigorous, and 
l~enlt~hily constituted town further and still more rapid development. 



Let European Russophobists say what they may, let the Russian flag 
continue to float on the ancient walls of Sjmarkand, let Russian civi- 
lisation flourish-civilisation that knows no Western ambitious designs 
such as mould suck the very life-blood out of the two coloesal nations of 
Asia. Let this civilisation advance further and still further into the depths 
of the barbarous countries of the East to which it can bring nothing but 
prosperity ! 

The next 123 pages of this chapter are taken up with an account of the ancient 
history of SBmarkand, based apparently on the writings of Quintus Curcius, Strabo, 
Grigorieff, Moorcroft, Yule (Geogrnpliy of the Valley of the Oxus), Wood (Journey 
to the sozcrce of the Oxus), Stanislas Julien (Memoires s u r  les contrkes occidentabes 
par Hiowen Thsang), Ibn-Haukhl, AmBdt5e Joubei-t (Gkographie d'Edrisi), VbrnbBry 
(Trans-Oxania), Marco-Polo (Journey through Tartary) ,  Dflfrkrnery et  Dr. Sangui- 
netti (Voyages d' fin Batoutah), Clavico, Pavet de Courteille (Memoires de Babar), 
kc., &c., &c. 



CHAPTER 11. 

FRO~I S~AIARKAND TO THE AMU-DAEIA. 

Departure from Sirnnrkancl-Road over tlie ILira-Tapa pass-Ali again-Sliahr-i-Sabz 
-Meeting witli the Amir of Rukllira-He becoines my patient-From tlie 11istol.y 
of Sl~alrr-i-Sabz-I continue my journey-My correspondence with Colonel Mlttvai- 
ycff on iris rcturli froin BadLkshin-I write a letter to the LuiliBb of the Cl~aJ~dr- 
FVilciyat-I cross the Alnu and arrive at Maziir-i-Sharif. 

Two days beEore my departure from Siimarkand, the  local Russian 
sutliorities sent letters to the Bcg of the  town of Shnar through which 
my route lay, and t o  the Loinib,  Kbush-Dil-Kliin.  Tlle purport of 
tllesc letters was t o  acquaint both tlie Beg of Shaar and the  Governor 
of Afglliin-Turkistiin of m y  approaclliug passage through their respect- 
ive territories on m y  way to KLbul. 

A t  5 p.nr., on tlle 27th November (9th December) 1818, as  t he  twi- 
l ight mas setting in, and a whitish mist was gradually 
taking possession of tlle low-lying portioils of tlie ZarafshQn valley, a 
lollg l i t~e  of l~ack-horses, forming my tjrausport-train, slowly stretched 
along the Abramoff bor~levurd. Soon, however, we left, 11ehind us the 
citaclel and the R,nssian town. To the r ight  Iny the  building alld shady 

of the S;imsrl;antl Section ; to  the left rose up the blue cupola 
of tlie tom\, of Taimur. For a distance of from 5 to 6 v ~ r s t . ~  (3$ to  4 
miles) we had to  ride througli the tortuous, and here and there very 
narrow, streets of tlle nnt,ivc city. Several tiines the packs fell off and 
the horses proved obstinate, li~slliny out to the sitle of the  rontl in t l i e i~  
Fright a t  some passinn cart,, whilst a good deal of thc  first 11ou1.s of our - . 
rnal.cll were talcen up  ln the reatljustnie~lt of tlie loads of our b a g g a p  
auim:ils. 

Wllcn a t  l e i~gth ,  after innumerable halts and reloadings, we 1)asscd 
out of tho limits of the town, tlie fill1 moon had riscn well above tlie 
horizon, and was illurninsting the vast and level s tep l~e  with a powerful 
and yellow light. 

A fresh mind, blowing from the  snow-filled gorges of the S imar-  
kand range, which shuts in the southern horizon of tlie steppe, imparted 
a considerable amount of vigour to  both men nucl animals. By degrees, 
with every step in  advance, the  mountains, which towered dircctly 
bcforc us, row u p  clearer and c l ~ a r e r  out of tlie hlue haze crishrouding 
them, ant1 their white snow-clad suinmits Lriglltly sl~arkled in  the full 
liglit of the moon. 

Aft'er a little timc tlic wind incrc:~wtl, :lntl i t  1)ecnme quite cold. The 
Cossnclks, w l ~ o  hnd b c ~ n  riding ill tlieir s1lir.t~ and Irlous~s only, wclre soon 
obligctl to  wrap t,licmsclvc~s u p  in tlicil- ( I - I - ~ \ ~  grea,t-coals. Tllcll t he  -. . h o r s ~ r n e ~ i  Lccnmc sclisil)lc of tlic coltl ~ i c>s  oi t lie stil.,*ol)-ily)ns :* a cold 
cnrrcut of wind fou~ i t l ' i l . ~  way up t,hc ~vitlc slccvcls 01 tile gl-eat-coat a17tl 
- - -  - - - - 

* I lind in rcscrvc a pair of \r7oodc11 stir1.111)q of t l ~ c t  ~ , : l ttcr~l  g c ~ ~ c ~ * , ~ l l y  111 1rsch :~nlon:_.at, 
the Iiirglriz. I hnd procurcd tbcm for tlie I ) : I S R I I ~ ~  of the S I I ~ W - C I ~ L ~ I  passes of t l ~ e  
Ilindu-KueL.-Author. 



tllrough the open web of the under-coat, whilst a little later on the wind 
b e p n  to cliill the knees in  spite of the chambars * enveloping them. 

I had arranged that  we were to halt for the night  a t  the village 
of Kara-Tap?,+ distant 30 versts (20 miles) from SBmarliand. Whilst 
a t  10  versts (6jmiles) distant from the place I have named, I sent on a 
Jigit to prepare a place for our camp, t o  get  ready the tea and our supper, 
and to do whatever else might be necessary. 

Throughout the distance we had already traversed our route had lain 
over an open an3 steppe country. A t  last i t  turned into a gorge, where, 
in the distance, flickered the fires of Kara-Tapa. When we reached this 
village everything was ready for us, and a hospitable caravanserai took 
us in into its gloomy recesses, which to the chilled traveller, however, 
appeared to  be a welcome haven. It was now about 10 P.M., and we 
were all soon in a dead sleep induced by fatigue. 

The next day we had to make a very long and difficult march from 
the village of Kara-Tapa to the village of KoinBr, about 30 aersts 
(20 miles). This distance is about equal to the width of the Siimarkand 
mountain range in this particular meridian. 'l'he road crosses the pass 
of Kara-Tapa or Takhta-Kara-Cha. 

At first the track lies through the long gorge of ICBtta-Sai, along 
the sides of which there are here and there small patches sown with win- 
ter crops of grain. Occasionally are seen the huts of mountaineers,- 
here seeming to cling on to the overhanging cliffs, there rising up from 
the very edge of a precipice. Sheaves of clover placed on the roofs 
of these huts  give us a very attractive insight into the domestic life of the 
in11;ibitants. Below roars and boils a noisy torrent with a border of 
emerald green ve~etat ion,  the stream having not yet been arrested by 
the  ice bands of winter. 

Here the track becomes more steep ancl rocky, and soon renclres the 
frozen slopes of the m~unt~nins,  the cliffs above being already covered 
with a coating of snow. The last verst ( 3  mile) b ~ f o r e  the summit 
of the pass is reached is especially difficult. The snow was very deep, 
1)11t t l l , ~ t  obstacle could be surmounted some how or anotl~er. Much 
worse, however, was the track in those places where the stream had over- 
flown and the ground had frozen over,. presenting a continuous surface 
that was smooth, slippery, and like a mirror. The pack-horses co~lstantly 
slipped and stumbled, and thereforeheavily and slowly, and step by step, 
mas this stretch of road got  over. It was well tha t  1 had thought of 
having the horses shod in the Russian way. Thanks to the sharp points 
of these shoes, the animal's foot secured a greater hold and steadiness 
than if i t  had been shod in the native manner, i.e., with nails flush with 
the foot instead of slightly projectiug. I n  spite of this superiority of 
the Russian pattern of shoe over the native, the natives of Central Asia 
very unwillingly adopt i t .  Indeed, on the contrary, the Ilussiar~s ~xsiially 
take into use shoes of the native pattern. This apparently strange cir- 
cumstance is explained by the following reasons :- 

1. The Russian pattern of shoe can only be turned out, as a rule, in 
a forge and under a great heat. This circumstance is a difficulty to the 

Le~~ther  hreeclles sucll ns Bre in general use amongst thc Turkistrin troops.-Translator. 
t The height of this village ahove sea level is, according to Schwarts' measrlrements, 

2,720 feet. Astrono~llical psitiou, according to Zamochnikoff-E, long. 38" 68' 26"; 
N. Int. 40" 5' 17".-Author. 



of Central Asia., for on the s t e p p ~  a n d  in the mountains of his 
own country he can very seldom come aclrlss a forge. Since, too, the 
ahoe whicll native uses is i~sually made of very thin plates, shoeing is 
practicable without heating tlie metal, so that  it can Le carried out a t  
ally halt, and even during a march. 

2. The hoofs of native horses shod with shoes of the Russian pattern 
very quicl<l- get split, and of this fact I became convinced in the  course 
of my onward journey. 

However this may be, on the particular occasion of which I am 
speal<ing, shoes of the Russian pattern stood me in stead. 

Doring tlie whole of the ascent of tlie Talil~t~a-Kara-Clia pass, a 
very severe snow-storpl was going on, so tha t  the occasional alrhas (jnni- 
per trees) met with on either side of the road were covered with a coat- 
i n g  snow, under the weight of mhich their flexible branches were bent 
almost to the ground. 

We mere now a t  the highest point of tlie Takhta-Kara-Cha pass.* 
C;~.~uite boulders and slabs were piled in disorder one albove the other. 
One of these rocks, which stands quite apart from the rest, involur~tarily 
attracts the attention of the traveller, aud tliel-e is a legend concerning 
it. Of course popular tradition asserts that  this rock could 11ave been 
brouxht from the valley below by no one else but the favourite of Cen- 
tral Asian myths and story-tales-Ali himself. Are not the finger marks 
of the holy Caliph imprinted on the stone ? 

'l'he devout Jlussirlman will, therefore, never pass i t  by \vithout 
offering up a prayer. It is nothing t o  liim that  the legend does not 
square with local geology, for in the valley below tb i~re  are no granite 
layers. 'llhere the principal formations are schist and clay, whilst Ali's 
particular rock is an exact counterpart of those lying arouilcl it, ou the 
summit of the pass, in inuuineralle quantities. I t  is no ;~ff:~ir either of 
the  said devout MnssulmSn that Ali was never in the locality ; indeed, 
that during his life time not one single pioneer of Mulia~nmadanism 
ever reached thcse particular mountains and v;~lle\~s. 

I halted for some minutes on the summit of tlie p s s ,  for the pncl<- 
horses mere greatly in need of rest. The snow-storm had suddenly 
come to an end, and the sun mas clearly liglrting up the serrated cl.ust's 
of the cliffs around, covered as t,hry were wit11 tlie l~urcst snow. 

From this point there opcns out a splendid view of the S11ahr-i-S:~l~~ 
vallry, wllich looks t o  the eyes of the spectator like a bay in a coast,less 
ocean of tlie Turaiiian lowlands, bounded OII  tlie nortli by Ille Sjlnar- 
kantl mor~ntnins, 2nd on the south-east by t11e \vest1~rll spurs of tile Ilia- 
6 . I t s  eastern coracr is shut in by the massive mounttiin 
group of I-lszrnt-Snltjn, the lofty grcy srlmmits of which tower 
the v~ri t~ablc sea of peaks whicll lie around i t  011 :111 sides. As we 
gazed on it, the whole valley was lit up by the sun's rays. As if 01, the 
palm of the lland, stretchccl in front of us, rose up tllcl towns of K i t i b  
ant1 of Sl~aar, ant1 t o  the cast of then1 aga,il~ l ' ; ~ k k : ~ - S A ~ l ~ ,  all  three sur- 
rollndnl by a wide hclt of shady ganlms. Several hundred paces to tile 
side of thc crest of the 1x1s~ there is a point from which can be seen 
-~ -. . .-- -- - - P * 'l'llc nl)~olntc llcigl~t of the 'I'akhta-Knrn-(:lla pnss is 6,180 feet, according to Schwarts. 
Coloncl Mntvniycff gives almost the same figures for the height of tllie pase, viz., 
6.200.-Author. 



s t  tlie samc moment the benntiful valleys of Zara.fsliin ant1 of Sliahr-i.. 
Sahz. One can, therefore, imagine the size and grandiose landscnpe 
prcseilted to  the  view ! 

O n  descending from the  pass, we rode through a deep gorge a t  tile 
bottom of which rushes a br ight  stream, which is here and tliere arrested 
in  i t s  course by dams and  dykes formed by the  de'Dris of fallen rocks. 

All at oucc (111 one of the heights, which a t  tliis point have very soft 
outlines, there appeareel a mounted figure which rode several paces for- 
wnrcl t o  meet us ; then  stopped to  gaze, and  loolieel about as  though it was 
inhaling the  ail- around with up-tlurned nose ; tlien it turlled the llorse 
sha~*ply  round, and like a n  arrow shot  back whence it came. The flow- 
i ng  folds of the horseman's Lllulat quickly disappeared behind the 
projection of t he  nearest mound. 

I could not understand what this  apparition meant ; but, as  soon as  
I perceived on the road ill f ront  of us  a group of motley-clad Buklliraus, 
tlie matter  was explained. 

O n  catching siglit of me, the group put  their horses into a gallop, 
and  ral~iclly rode up t o  me. They then jumped off their horses, aud 
evidently tlie leacling personage a rnon(~s t  thein ran towards my horse, 

? 
and, giving ut8terance to  salutations, ralsed his liand to  clasp mine. He 
turned out to be tlie son of the Beg of Icitib, and he had been sent Ly 
order of the Amir  of Bukhjrra expressly to  meet and welcome the  
" DOC tor-l'ura." 

H e  immediately informed mc of his mission, aclding tha t  a place fo1. 
our lodging Iiad :ilreacly been near the  village of Koinjr .  

The  next day I rotle tlie 15 vet-.(t.v ( 10 miles) which separate tho 
vi1i:rgc of l ioi~lrir  fro111 thc town of Shnar. On the w:~y we had t o  ford 
tllc fairly copivns s t ~ . ~ ; ~ m  of A1;-L)aria, one of the nffluents of the Kjshlta- 
Daria. 011 t l ~ c  11orth ba111~ of tlict Ak-Ilaria stancls a fairly lirrgc. settle- 
m ~ ~ l t ,  v~llicli 1)e:trs tlie very s t r ; ~ n ~ e  rialne of Crt-rla-Ki.Jtld/c, or " the 
ICnssinn vill:~c~.e." As a t  the pl.tls~nt tinic this village does not contain -. 
a, single R u s s ~ a n  irilrnl)itnr~t, i t  is to be supl>osed t l ~ : ~ t ,  iu  former days, 
t1ie1.e were Knssi:~n 1)1~iso11crs in  i t .  'I'liis iclca is, to a certain dcgrce, 
supp,)rtetl by the t c s t i rno~~y  of Yefrcmoff,* wlio fell illto captivity 
alnongst tllc Icirghiz towards t l i ~  encl of tlie last century, sutl Ly the fact 
tllnt slavery was rife in Ur~klirira for a periotl cxtenclinw ovc!~. many ycars. h 
IJomcver this may I)c, : ~ t  tlie clay walls of the Ut.rls-Kiall/dk was the aitc 
of the 13ukl1rir:~n poy~~la t ion  awaiting the arrival of the " Urus- Doctor," , 9 1 1 - I  as it is ~xpressed in  t h ~  jargon of Celitr;~I Asia. I 
hat1 scarcely r~:tcherl this  group of decked-out I~orsc men seated on their 
i rnpetnou~ steeds, when tliere was a cliorus of sal ~ ~ t a t i o n s ,  and sever:~l 
pairs of hands were stretchcd ant t o  slinke mine. As a token of special 
respect ancl esteem, natives of Central Asia seize not one Iiancl, bu t  two.  
Sometimes too, after tnliing hold of thc  hand, they will prws it, t o  t l l ~  

lipart ; aiicl when a person of tllc ruling family has to be salutecl, liis 
hand is carriccl t o  the foreliead. 

I rode on, having on the one siclc Sl~antli-Bcg Ulnic~h;, alld 011 1 1 1 ~  

other Abdul-Klialil- Bii. A t  the preseut time, the first,-namctl prescr~ ts 
in  his person in the Kh ina te  of Uuk11;ira tlie sarne position tha t  in l lussi:~ 

PliiUip Ycfremoff.-Journey to the Kirghiz rlt!ppe, Bukhdra, Khiuu, Persia, Tibet,  
and India, 3rd Edition : KazQn, 1811.-Author. 



is known as (( the eyes and ears of the St,ate." Behind us followed Dur- 
Bin-Bii, Yakhslli-Beg, and others, the whole retinue being composed of 
near adherents of the Amir. 

~h~ of Kitib* was under arms, and was drawn up  a t  tlie 
citadel with flags oufurled. As I rode up to the gateway, tlle standards 
were lomered, the drums rolled out, and the band struck up a march. I n  
renponse to the llonour shown me by the Uukllilran authorities, I dis- 
nlclunted alld passed through the gateway on foot. Here I was met 
by the Beg of I<it&b himself, Abdul-Gafiir-lnik. H e  is a lean old man 
of something under 60 years of age. His body is infirm, but his eyes 
are bright and full of fire. After the usual words of welcome, he led 
me to his audieuce hall. Inside the fort (~vhich, however, vainly bears 
such a threatelling title, for its walls are crnmbling and in ruins, and 
on the sound portions of the ramparts there is not a single gun) in 
the celltre of a smoothly-swcpt courtyard, beside a large reservoir, 
rises a building of large size. This contains but one room, and in this 
there is but one carpet which covers the entire length aud breadth of 
its floor. There is no furniture, and the walls are bare; but the ceiling, 
which is adorned by two miniature cupolas, is paioted in Central-Asi:tn 
taste. 

A t  the Dastar-Kha'a, the loquacious Beg chattered with me on various 
subjects for upwards of an hour. Amongst other things he said that  
the Amir of Bukhiira had been staying a t  Shaar for a long time, and 
that he mould probably not leave i t  for 13ukhbra very soon. 

This statement rather surprised me, for, as a rule, tlie Amir spends the 
winter a t  Bukhiim, and goes t o  Shabr-i-Cabz (Shaar) only for the summer 
months. What, then, had induced the Amir to make such a radical 
change in his arrangements? It may, of course, be supposed that  the 
intimate private relations between the Russian autllorities and the Afghgn 
Government had induced the Amir to make such a long stay in the 
"Green City," wliere he would he ou cournnl with events, and receive time- 
notice of political ncws of interest. To this must be added a statement 
of the respected old man, that, when the letter from the authorities a t  
Siimarkand regarding my journey t l~rongh their country reached the 
Bukhiran officials, thc Amir was at his native town, Chirakchi; but when 
he received this letter, he went back to  Shaar, and immediately arranged 
for the stately reception which I had experienced, and which took me 
altogetller by surprise. On sctting out from Siimarkand, I. had purposed 
to  go as rapidly and as quietly as possible t l r oug l~  Bekhbran territory ; 
but now i t  was evident that I must abandon all ldcas of a modest and 
plain progress, for i t  was imperative that  I slloulcl pay a visit to the 
ruler of Bukhiira. 

The infirm Beg of Ki t ib  heartily hesought me t o  pass the night under 
his hospita1,le roof ; but as S11aar was distant only 8 l;ersts (5 j miles), 
I, after a short rest, rcucwed my onward journey. 

The road betweell KitBb and Shaar runs through dense gardens, 
which are intcrruptcd only to give placc to ficlds with tobacco and 
cotton. 13ut the condition of these gardens was not such as 1 had seen 
in August of the same year on my return with Geueral Stolaitoff from 
KBbul. 
-. - - 

* According to Schwarte, the lreight of Ki t ib  abovc tho sea is 1,800 fect.-Author. 



My route took form of a triumphal procession. At  the tail of my 
cavalcade was a mass of horsemen rivalling each other in the beauty of 
their steeds and the varied C O ~ O U ~ S  of their dress. Here and there along 
the road stood crowds of natives rejoicing in the free spectacle. The 
small band of Cossacks, with their Kerdans slung across the shoulder, 
espe~ia.11~ interested them. Here they saw the U,-z~s-6'a~dh~, s,vho had so 
recetrtly been their brave, but a t  the same time their magnauimous, foes. 

During this march we had again to ford several times the various 
channels of the Bgshka-Daria. 

There then came in sight the fortress of Shaar,* the birthplace of 
Timerlane, the conqueror of the world. 

I now entered the  gates and passed through several precincts: 
t o  the right stands a mosque which was probably a t  one time celebrated 
for its grandeur, but which now recalls its former greatness only by its 
broken tiles and by its dil;l,pidated and large and lofty cupola. Over 
the lintels of the doors, and also on the cornice of the cupola, fragments 
of an  Arabic inscription are still preserved. 

After passing through a roof~d-in bazaar, I found myself in the 
quarters provided for me. They were those which General Stolaitoff and 
I. occupied in August. There was the same verandah, the same irriga- 
tion canal, the same out-houses. And yet everything was not the same. 
On  the occasion of our former visit, the country round mas bright 
with flowers; now there were none a t  all. The BulihBrans are bad 
florists, and they only cultivate annuals which, a t  the particular season 
of the year of which I am speaking, have died down. 

A t  10 A.M., on the 30th November (1 2th December), the UcZ~icAi, 
with the offlcers of the Amir's household, awaited me at the door of my 
quarters t o  say tha t  we ought now to go to an audience with the ruler 
of BukhCra. The procession through the city to  the citadel, in which 
the Amir was living, was attended with the usual ceremonies. Tlle 
UdaicRi led the way, but in front rode three horsemen with gilt sticks 
in their hands. On the Aigi.\tdv~ (an open space in front of thc gates of 
the citadel) was drawn up a large guard-of-lionour who saluted as I 
approached. As I paseed through the gates of tlie citadel, the first object 
wlliCh CaUgl~t my eye was the ruined Ak-Serai, the once famous palace 
of Taimur. Of its once majestic beauty one can to a certain degree even 
now jlldsp by t,wo half-broken towers which, though partially in ruins, 

rear themselves aloft. 
The bright-tiled face of these towers has in many places become 

broken, and tile graceful columns which form the sides are much 
dilal,itlatbed, wllilst the elegant ornamentation in strictly Arabic style 
is now in a very pitiable condition. Of the gigantic cupola which oncc 
cromnerl the portico nothing has remained,? and there is uot even thc 
sign of B lintel between the two towers. 
-- - 

'rllc h ~ i g h t  of Shanr above sea-love1 ie 1,800 feet. Astronomical observations I)y 
Schwarts p1nc.e its position M followe :- 

North latitrlde . . . ... ,,, 39" 3' 9I' 
Eaat Intitude ... .., . .. 86" 29' 19" -Atithor. 

t Bnbar Mina in his Memoire thne speaks of thie cnpola: " It is anid that in thc wholc 
world there is not n cupola of this height, and it iu ~npposed that it exccetls in l ~ c i g l ~ t  even tllr 
cupola of the moequo of Khozru to the routlr of BBghd&J."-Babnr, 1 ci t . ,  F'ol. I, page 
106 -Author. 



Now an ordinary $wall of mud connects the two majestic ruins, and 
in tllis mall liave been inserted two ill-constructetl gateways. 

The of my following, and also my Cossack escort, remained 
outside the gates. Towards the gate of the palace I was only accom- 
panied by tlie Jigit-interpreter and the l J J a i ~ l i .  Before us lay a vast 
court-ysrd flagged with smoothly-worn burnt-hricl;~, and apparently 
cleanly kept. This was shut in by a large building of a 

style of architecture, and into this building we directed our st,eps. 
The U d a i c l ,  l ,  went on in  front, loolting from side to side in a half- 

suspicious and timid manner, as though he mere afraid of .  some hidden 
ambuscade. The nearer he got to  the steps of the building, the more 
timid he grew, bending low a t  every step, whilst a t  the door he posi- 
tively trembled. Here he made a sign to me t o  stop;  tllen, having 
peeped for a moment inside the door, he threw his whole body back- 
wards, and in a whisper invited me to a.dyance once more. Wi th  the in- 
terpreter I entered the room, but the Udakchi remained a t  the doorway. 

On an ordinary cha,ir in the  centre of a large room sat the  Amir 
of Rulihira. As I drew near, he g o t  up, but never a,dvanced a single 
step t,o meet me. Having =iveo me his hand, he made a sign to me 
t o  t;llie nzy ;?lace on an ordlilary stool placed close to  his own chair. 
My interpreter dropped silent,ly down upon the carpet. 

A lively coilversation then ensued between the Amir and myself 
for nearly half an hour, and during this the Amir astonished me with 
his tallrativeness. To my questions as to  tlie state of the roads 
tllrough Bukhiran territory, he gave me complete answers, and he 
added that  both in AfghCinistCin and across the mountains of the  
Hindu-Kush the roads were very good and still free from snow. This 
and other information he had just received from a tradin,o carava.n 
that  had lately arrived from Afgl16nist~in. 0 1 1  my expressing some 
misqiviiigs as to t,he further continuance of such splendid weather as  
we liacl been enjoying for the previous two months, t,lie Alnir quieted 
my fears by saying that, according t,o the opinion of his older subjects, 
the weather promised to remain good for a longer period yet. 

A t  t,he close of the audience, tlie Amir spoke to  me about his ail- 
ment, and invited my professional advice and assistance. And I, of 
course, very re;ldilv tendered my serviccs to  him. Tlie Amir's indis- 
position seemed to'be of the nat ire  of gastric fever, so that  in  tlie course 
of a short time after t'he audience 1 sent him the  needful remedies. 

After tlie andielice with the Amir was over, I paid a visit to Alam- 
Beg Parvano'cli,* the Beg of Sha,ar. H e  is a strongly-built and 
ac t~ve  man of middle age. What surprised me a t  his house was the 
chnl.n.cter of the dnrlar-kkn'tr. Now, of course, I am ill no may surprised 

- ~ pp...-p--- -- -- " firrjrrn:ichi is tlle t,l~il*d tl(.grt,c of ~ H . I I ~  : ~ t  tllc Collrt, of lllc Alnir of B l l ~ l l ~ r n  : tllc first 
is t , l l ~  h-~lah-nqqi or 'rrc18sllrer, the S P ( - O I I ~  is t l~( '  L)i~,&rl- liq,,i ; the follrtll is tllr InAk, 
h ' o ~ ~ e  of t l~csr  tlvqrrcs of I ' : I III~  nrr il~fcbrior to ~ I I O S P  \ V I I ~ C I I  obt,nill ill Russia. The varioue 
0 f i c ; i ~  I , I I C >  l \~~kl~:i ,r:t , l~  ( ' o I I ~ ~ ,  :)re 1 1 1 , l  I i r ~  t , . , ) ~ ,  [,iy(, of : I  l ~ : ~ l ~ ~ i c l l ~ ; L r  r;lllk,-a4,,fhor. 

Solll13 of  tlllt,ir :ll~l~ell:tt~ions nre Z)irrnn-De!~i, tllc lligllcst,, nlld Don-bcishi, the loweat @/ish i  
nlexns hen tl or t!llicf), Toksnbn, i.v?r,a-brcslr i ,  Bii, ndf k.hn., Ytrz-bnrh i ,  Mjrl.rz-bashi, Chtlm- 
gossi ,  .Jtci-balchi, Knrni~/-Br,qi ,  Mirakhirr., Bakorrl 01. Cook rind K]t,(lzill&chi (kkh,az&nch,Q 
or tressllrer. The ~Yhnrtladnl. i s  tile officcr w11o stands llcnrpst the Bek, and presents hie 
fnod : tllc Dnrbnn, one who nlmnycl st:~nds at  the door to receive orders, wllicll lie passes on to 
the Shnqaul, whose d11t~y i t  is t'o nee them carried or~t  ; and, lastly, the Ullaitchi, the Master 
of the Ceremonieu, ~ h o  introduces dignitaries and visitore.-[ausrian Cefitrai Asia by Dr. 
Henry Lausdell, vol. 11, page 186, footnote. J 



either with the  number or the variety of the dishes, kc., for I liare 
since had a n  extensive acquaintnuce with B ~ ~ k l l i r a n  hospitality, which 
seems to  amount  almost t o  national ambition. 

'l'he repast pu t  before me on this nccxsinn was served in a Russian style. 
On  a table covered \\lit11 a ltussian table-cloth mas arranged a table- 
service, almost every article of whicll was of R r~ssian manufactul.e. Tile 
knives and forks mere not perllaps of Yuvlo~:sLz++ malip, but  the crocliery 
and  China mere of Russian manufactnre. B u t  what surprised me more 
than  anyth ing  else mas the  fact  tha t  the J~ul ih i ran  dig11itaric.s) wt-lo 
were present at the  repast, were so skilled in the use of the forli aald 
spoon. It was a n  interesting s ight  to  sop t l l ~ s c  well-bred Uzl,nlis busy 
wit11 their  spoons and forks, not~vithstnntlirrg tha t  a year befort* they 
llnd no idea of any  other may of eatinq t l ~ ~ ~ a  I)y using a11 f i v ~  Iing(3rs. 
If I do  not make a mistake in  the  reliqious dornertic economy of the 
'i\.Iussulrnin world-the Slluricit,-the faithful are not  counselled to eat 
otherwise than  by using the  five fingers of the hand. 

W h e n  I lef t  the quarters of the Yurnc~?~cicAi, a t  tlre foot of the steps 
stood a beautiful horse, black as  a raven's wing. Ronnd his neck was 
a brillle mounted with turcluoises, and on his 1)nck a brocaded ihool .  This 
animal was a 5ift from the  Amir to  the doctor or Huki~t~- l ' / ( rd .  

I n  the  evening several natives came to me afflicted with various diseases. 
Since m y  camp tlispensnry mas of considerably larger propol*tions than on 
tlle occasion of m y  first visit, I coulrl fully satisfy the wants of those who 
sorrght, my professional advice. The natives began to know me so well 
t h a t  they even applied to  me when suffering from venereal disortiers. 

The  next day, i.e., on the I st, (l:Zt!~) Decenil)er, 1 continued my onward 
journey notnvitl~standing the  ~.equests of the Eeg of Shaar to stay with 
him for some cl:~ys. It was necessary, holvever, t ha t  I should hasten 
on and take mlvantage of the beautiful weather. It was so warm as  
to  make i t  c]uite ditlicr~lt t o  believe that  it was now T)ec~ml)er. A t  
1 P.M. tire ternperatnre stood a t  8014'. in the shade, whilst a t  7 A . M .  it 
never went Lelow 40. 

Our route lay ?lid Yir-Tapa, K i l t a r -Mink ,  Ka1.a-Khoval, and " t l ~ e  
I ron  Gates,') a.nd so on to  the Sllir-tibid road. B u t  before I \)ring the 
1.c.adyr to a road wliicli is now we11 k n o m ~ ~ ,  I will s ~ y  a few words about 
tile v:lllry of the " C;I.PP~ City," i .a. ,  of Sl~ahr-i-SaLz. 

Sh;~'llr-i-Si~bz, thc  ancient Keah, g i v ~ s  itas name not only to  a town, 
htlt to  t he  &hole of a valley along the uppcr course of the  K8slika- 
I .  'Po t 1 1 ~  north t,his valley is bounded hy the not very high, hut  
very loftily bi tl~ntecl and majestic, Sirnarknncl range. O n  t,llc south- 
enst of the Sl~nl~r-i-Sabz valley rrin down the most ezlstcrly spurs 
of the mnsyive Hissir  range, with the peal; called FIazrnt-Sultin capped 
mi t 11 eternn 1 SI IO\V.  'l'owal.ds the  west, and partly townrcls the sout11- 
mrbst, the. trrritory of whicll I am s p ~ n k i n g  is shut in by 110 mountain 
ranye, so t l~ ; i t  i t  eventually runs into the Arnl-Caspian depression. B u t  
i n  an  aclrniiristrative sense the Slr;~hr-i-S,zl)z district is 1)ouncletl in  tllc? 
dirrctions al)ove-nam~d hy the Clliraliclli I l q , ~ l r ? ~  on the wcst, and by 
tha t  of G r ~ z i r  011 the sor~tll-west,. 

Tllua the a r m  of the Slialrr-i-Saha v a l l ~ y  is approximntely 1,100 
sqr~are ~ . ~ r . c l a  (930 square mile\). Almost in  the centre oE this ext>ent 

- -  - - - - - 

1Le 1.nu r of 8 t11rr  cr i b t l o ~ j  ~f I tpu le  in 1iuss;a.-Ptar~diuicr. 



of country flows tlle fair ly copious Kbnhlia-Dnria river, t h e  chief ferders 
of wliich issue from tlie Hazrat-Snltiia group. W i t h i n  t h e  Shahr- i -~: i l )z  
v i l lev  lie tlie towns of I i i t jh ,  Sliaar, a n d  of Yakl ia-Uigh ; and  in :i.tlcli- 
l i o n '  t,o these arc s c a t t e r ~ d  here ancl the re  numerous villages. Tile 
1)ol)nlntion of t h e  Sl~alir- i-Sahz valley may be coinpnted at fro111 SO t:, 
3-),000 families. Tlius it is evident that t h e  locality has  a fair ly dunye 
I);)J)LI Id ion. 

:I , i on  Uzi)a,lis of t!:e ICennsqes t r ibe  comprise t h e  bullc of t h e  pnpul t '  
of tlie Sliahr-i-Saln vallev. It is k u o \ v i ~  t,l~n,t formerly, and  n o t  so vc.1.y 

" .  

1 . 1 ~ ~  axe, tlris t,ribe was a ;lib-section of t h e  I I i n g i t  el;~,u, whence springs 
t . l~e 1.uliiig dynasty  of ~~~~~~~~~a. 

Yolitlcal circumstances at tlie close of t h e  past and t h e  first ha81C of 
t l l ~  p~msent centrlry so slia.pecl t,hemsclves, thn.t t h e  I<enneges tr ibe 1~eci1111e 
i~,ltogc?tller detachecl f r o m  tlie hli ingit ,  ancl is now at open e ~ l r n i t ~ p  rni:,ll 
i t .  Tlic I i c n n e p s  tril,e is divided in to  five brallclres-Kaira.sali, 'l'a.r:~ kli, 
Aclrnmili, Chekhut,, a,nd t\bakllli. All five hranclles a re  mixed rip i l l  tlie 
se\rel-al towns and  villages of tlle bqqsA,tj) of SI~:llir-i-Snl)z, :tud some 
of t.lie members of eash lead a non~acl k ind of l i f ~ .  St i l l  i t  may  1)e 
st :~ted t h a t  t h e  so~it l iern p7rtion of tlie A<qsLip is peoplcd chiell? 1l.v 
A l ~ a l ~ l ~ l i s ,  t h e  western Cl~el;hnts, anci t h e  nortliel-n by Tal-aklis. 'l 'i~e 
chief i,ccnpntion of all,  even i n c l u t l i i ~ , ~  t l ~ e  ~ i o n ~ a ~ l s ,  i s  agi.ical ture.  Tlie 
n11rnl)er of nomads tloes not, esceed 3,000 Families, 117110 t.i!l sni:l,ll plots 
of grollntl, l ~ u t  tliey Ilavc: no  systcin of irr igation.  T l ~ i s  kind of cu l t iv ;~-  
t.ion is, tc) a certitiu cxteut,, developecl in t l i  soutliera pa r t s  of the Sllalir- 
i-Snha bcgsliil>. 

'llhe cr(jp:j raised compl.ise whext., wliicah is of a very h i g h  qua l i ty ;  
rice, which is ~ P I I O \ T ' I ~ P I I  tliror~g:'!iout Trirl:istAn ; barley, millet, , j i ig , i i .n  

( I )  k ~ ~ i j ~ b r !  ( s e . c ~ r l ~ l u / / ~ ) ,  hemp, tobacco, cotton, a n d  l u c ~ r n e ,  
\vllic.h is c u t  5 or 6 tilncs in the  collrse of Llle sn,n?p j-ear. Tlie cotton 
of 1,lle ~~)11111,ry i s  not  so good ns t,liat \vliiCh is i*ai-,c.ll in  nnlihrira, b11t 
t h e  tnbncco is reclc~)~ie[l t o  I)e t l rp  hpst in rl'urliistin. If ,  11:)\vevor., ally 
othcr sort  can sn.itl t.n ri\r:~l i t ,  it. is t,he I;in(l grown only asbout I<ci~'slli. 

'l'l~r IJzl)alcn reat11 Iy 1-nlro to Iio1.t ic111 tnl.o nncl marlcet-gnrdcuiir~.  'l'll~ls 
t.lli\y l x i : ~  1n;'ge qil:l,n t ities of rric.10 ns, water-me1 ons,  primpkins, carrots, 
onioi~s ,  kc. ,  k c .  'l1Ir(~ local m c l o l ~ s  arc  of very gootl fl:~vour, l ~ n t  the  same 
t , l l i~ lg  ,rct:l.nllot I)e sa,i(l of tllr nl:itei.-m~lons. I n  t l ~ c  g:.nl,clenc a.re ~,:aiscd I)olIl 
f1.11it :land tirn11c.r-giving- tl.er?e. OF t,he forlnc.~. kinds tlle1.e n.1.e tlie follow- 
irig :-P~:LcII, ;~pl- ic~l t ,  pe:l I., ] ) ~ ~ ( J : I ' : I I . I : I  t , ~ ,  n.lrno~ld, wiilnnt., vines, clrerry, 
])111rn, ant1 rna~tiy o(li(~rs. T l ~ c  viue o f  the  c:onntry i s  of a,n esception;~.llv 
gi)(ld Iiin(l, ant1 thcl-c niv no  I ( b ? ; s  t ,l~a.n 15 sorts  of grnlw in t,lie I,i9shil, of 
S11:~111*-i-Sa,Lz. Auioligst tlloun 1 ncltic~ed o n e  of rern:trl;nl)ly 1:lrge size. 
l'lic t'i rnl~el. trccs :Ire (,II(: Eo l  l o~ci n g  :- Ka r,r!!c;/cdlr ((1 \\ra,rl e lm),  p:,1)1:1l8, 
rvillow, ,ji/An (a  sort. of ole:~ntlrlr). I n  t h e  ~ ~ ~ i g l i l ~ o l l r i l i g  rnor ln tn i~~s  
tllc11.c. : L ~ c !  t l l ~  atqchn (a sor t  of c!.pt.?ss) an(l t l l ~  1~istjn,chin-nut, t r w .  

'I'l~c c:~,ol)s, both of g r a i ~ i  a.n(l of l'l'l~it,, n,l.r v~1.y  I : L ~ ~ P  in  t , h ~  b ~ , ~ s / l j J I  of 
I - 1 .  r p l ~ ~ l ~  \vIioat yic!ltls 15-1'01t1, rice f ro~r l  25 t,o :JO, xoi.~q(lllto)t 

(,jw!j/i'i.n) froin SO t o  100, ~ n i  ll1.t 2l10-fol(l. i\s :LII'O,L(I y s t , :~ t ,~d ,  Iar;:e 
qr1:1,11 ti t ics of gr:i pos nrr  r:lisi1tl ; l )nI .  t,lleS. : I I - ~  g r n ~ v n  for c o ~ l i r ~ m  pt ion alollra, 
n.ntl not ,  of colirse, fo r  winc-p~-cssi 11 2-. I~'I.[>-;II gr;lp?s c:ln l,c ll;r,tl t h1.t lngh - 
orit 1.110 y e w  i n  t h e  heq.vllip of SI i :~l~r- i -S:~l)z .  S(~~. icnl  t nre is cn.t-t.icb(l 
nn ,  1)11t, wit,liin ve1.y confinrd limits. I n ~ l c n ~ l ,  t,!~is h i y s h i p  in;.i,y best 
1)c cIcsc~-il,ed a s  a ~)lircly : ~ . g t ~ i c ~ ~ l  t u  1x1 coull: ~.y.  



There a re  other nationalities besides Uzbaks in the 6epvhjp of 
Shahr-i-Sabz. Before all other, it is, of course, necessary *, make 
mention of t he  original inhabitants of the  coontry, the  Tijiks,  of whom 
there are  a considerably less number than there are of TTzbaks. The 
T i j i k s  are  chiefly collected i n  the  towns and  larger villages. Agricll]- 
tn re  is a s  strange a n  occupation to them as trade is to  the  UzLaks. A 
T i j i k  is always a buyer or a seller, and, generally speaking, a broker. 
Even cattle-breeding he holds i n  aversion. 

There a re  very few Jews  i n  the heyship of Shahr-i-Sabz, bu t  those 
t h a t  there are compete wit11 the  Tijilts, both as traders a ~ l d  as artisans. 
There are, too, a small number oE Persians, the sad survivors cjf tha t  
system of slavery which, until so recently, existed in this country in all 
i t s  force. These Persians are either agricnl turists or artisans. The  
carts (a] -abau) ,  which are  but  very occasionally met  with, are the sole 
reminders of t h a t  vast ll!lussulm6n horde which marched into Turlcistin 
in the  8 th  century of our era. I n  the  bazaars of the town of Shaar 
(Sliahr-i-Sabz) are occasionally met  with Indians with a typical cast of 
conntenance and  a red dab  of paint on the forellcad. Such persons are  
invariably money-changers. Las t  of all, i t  is  necessary to  make mention 
of the ILirghiz, the miserable remains of the once great U~.ta-Y&z, or 
" Central Horde." These people nomadise in  the  southern parts of the 
legsb ip .  

Thus the t rade of Shahr-i-Sabz is, as I have already observed, chief- 
ly in  t he  hands of Ti j iks  and of Jews; but, as  might  be expected, t ha t  
trade is not largely developed. Tlie principal articles of export from 
t h e  beg.\/rip are various kinds of grain, rice, and fruit. Cattle too are 
also exported. 'l'he imports are tea, sugar, cloth, Bukhi ran  aud 
Russian manufactured goocls, silk, cl yes, copper, ancl sulphur. Trade is 
carriecl on with Billihirn and with S6marltnnd ; hu t  the trade relations 

tile valley of the  Amu-Daria are not extensive. 
TIle pecious metals are also imported from the IC116nate of Bulthiira, 

though tlle issue of coin in  the  6egahi21 of Sllahr-i-Sabz is of very 
recent date. Kholtand and Shaar t ~ l l a ~  are in  general use in  the 
course of tracle; but  there is no local coin of this s t~~uclard.  

The anirna,l world is represented by the same sort of beasts as  are to  
met wit11 throughout, TurkistAn. Tllus i n  tlle mountains there are 

bears, wolves, foxes, martens, wilt1 boars, and tigers. 
The climate of the v a l l ~ y  of Shalir-i-Sahz is very mild. Notmith- 

stancling the fact t ha t  this v n l l ~ v  is sepamtetl from tha t  of the ZnraFslihn 
the  distance of a few hours ;,nly, the difference ill tllc climate of 

1loth these valleys is very consiclemhle. Witllout tlouht this circum- 
stance arises from t l ~ e  fact tlia t on the north thc Shahr-i-Sal)z vallcy 
is she l t e r~d  hy the Simarkand range, ancl c o ~ i s e ~ l ~ e ~ l t l y  the n o r t l ~  cold 
winds d o  not reach i t  at. all. Besides which, i ts elevation is sornewh:~t 
lower than t11;tt of the Za.rafsh6n valley. L e t  us compare cert;litl points. 
Sirnnrkand lies a t  a height of 2,150 feet :~ '~ove the spa,, whilst tlie 
height of Shaar is only 1,800 feet. Again, tho height of K i t t a -  
K ~ ~ r g i i n  i~ 1,370 feet, whilst tha t  of Kirshi  is 820 feet. Of course, the  
difference in tlie relative a l t i tn t l~s  which 1 liave not,ed is not grcat ; but, 
taken in connection n ~ i t h  the defensive mountain barrier, i t  plays not  
a small part  i n  the general character of the climate. Winter  a t  
Sh~hr-i-Sabz qan scarcely be said to exist. The period of the rainy 



season lasts through January and February, and i n  the  lat,t,er month 
the  frui t  trees begin to  throw out  buds. A t  this t ime of the year 
the  g a d e n s  are shaded with such magnificent foliage, and  the  roofs of 
the huuses are surrounded with such a variet,y of colours, t ha t  the 
circumstance has led to  the town of Shaar being styled Shuhr-i.SaDz, or 
the " green and flourishing town." 

[The next five pages of this chapter are devoted to a review of the history of the  
Shahr-i-Sabz Lqc!ship, ill t l~e  course of which Dr. Yavcirslii quotes t h e  folloming re- 
fr:rences : -Babar.'s Jfenzoi~.s, Vol. I, page 106 ; nilirkhond H i s t o ~ y  of the E'nrly 
Kings of Persia ,  translated by Shra, page 333 ; .J!klnoi7,ea s u ~ .  les conl~.kes occidentules, 
Vol. I, pag? 22 ; Vambi?ry's 2'1-n~~s-Oxa~tiu, Vol. I, pngc 47, Russian edition, 1873 ; 
Anlinoff Sllort Bisto~.icnl Det0il.s conr.ej*ni?tg ShaAr-i-Su6z in Issue No. 2 of the 
Turkistdir Anwuul; Mir-Abdul-Iiarirn Hiutuire de  Z'Asie Cenkule, pages 286-48.1 

(Text resumed.) 
After the ~ccnpat~ion  of SBrnarknnd by the Russian troops in  1868, t h e  

inhabitants of Sha,llr-i-8al)z tried, Lp means of a sudden attack, t o  regain 
pvssessio~l of t ha t  c i ty;  but  a handful of Russian troops, who were occu- 
py illg t,he citadel, beat off every attack of the w;lrlilte mnrlntaineers. 

I n  the a,ut.umn of the  same year, ALdul-31alili-Khtin, known as 
I(8tta-Tnr6, eldest son of the BulthBran Amir, succeeded in raising the  
st:lndartl of revolt at Shahr-i-Sallz, and war once more raged between 
Hulthfira and t,he begship of Shahr-i-Sahz. This war ~jrovecl t o  be a 
very unfortunate olle for the Ainir of Bukliara. Indccd, he found 
llimself in such a critical l>osition tha t  he resolved to  invoke the  aid 
of  his recerlt euemy-liussia. Now Russia, has never failed iu  tllc 
yanllty of magnanimity, nrld so she shed the blood of her soltliers for tlie 
i u i ~ ~ e s t s  of Hnl;hiira-intel.ests t l ~ t  were quite immaterial t o  her5elf. 

U n t l ~ r  I<;itta-l'uri's Ie:~tlershil), thtb people of Shalir-i-Sabz ol~tained 
pnsses~ion of Yakli;l-I3&gh, Chirnltchi, J am,  ancl even of Icarshi; bu t  when 
t l ~ e  linssiau troops advanced, tliey l ~ a d  to retire on their o w n  inacccssi- 
Lle city. 

SI1;~11r-i-SaLz S I I ~ N C ~ L I ~ I I ~ ~ Y  1)nsseCI t11ro11g11 the last days of her  
rel~ellious freetlom. Sl;e owetl n dclh* t o  Russia for the part  she played 
in attncl;ing SBinarltnnd in l H l i X ,  and i t  nras essential, therefore, t h a t  
Ilnssin should requite tha t  debt, ancl f r e ~  the  southern frontier of her  
l'urkist&li province from the constant illroads illat were plnnneci a t  
Shahr-i-Sal)z. Accordingly, in 1570, s tletnc.hmcnt was sent under 
General Ahramoff to  occnl)y the " G i w n  City." The strength of this  
clctacl~ment scarcr~ly amo~lllted to 2,000 mrr1 ; a ])ortion of i t  was sent  
t o  Jiln t,o turn the  SBmnrliand 1-:1ngc, nncl  tlre rest crossed the  I<&ra- 
Tap pass. 'l'he t ronps left &in~:li kand on t 1 1 ~  7 th  (1 9th) Angust, 2nd 
1)y the 14th (26th) idem the Shahr-i-sdhz oosis was in thr i r  hands. 
K i t i b  fell to  a n ight  attack delivered on tlie 1Stl1-L-lqlh (2>tll-2(;tll) 
August.  Tlle all'~lr was a ve1.y hot one, as tlle fiq~lres of tlle Russian 
lossrs show, r a i z . ,  killal  34, wouild~d 116. l.hc losses s u ~ t , a i n ~ d  by the  
Russians a,t the capture of tlie fort  of Ura-Tapa alone excleeJ the  a,bove 
r e .  On the latter occasion the number of our killed alld won~lded 
amou~rted t o  2 2 7 . t  Hut we lost more soltliers in kilied during the 
storming of K i t i b  than in ally of our tiglits in Central Asia. 

8 Tlle above vcry disintcrcntrd i~lterfcrcncc is thus cxp1aincd.-Translafor. 
f Kostenko'e firkirta'n, Vol. 111, p ~ g e  289 : St. Petersburg, 1880.-Author. 



0 1 1  tht. 1 .-)111 f97tll) .\ugnst, T ~ ~ k l l t a  Misll- Ri i  came from Chirikehi 
tvi th 1,500 1311l<li5ran c1nvall.y to rec~eive from the hands of the  Russian 
tronps the cbnptl~r~d town of Shahr-i-Sa,l)z. 

r 1 l l ~ r i s  \\.:IS tlic " (+reen Cit,y," which h:tcl heel1 washrd hv the blood 
or t l : ~  rn;~g1~'11:~lliulorl~ " Uriis," restored to i ts  l awfu l  ruler, 'the Amir of 
B l l k l l i l ~ ~ .  

On the  1 s t  (13th) December, after breakfasting a.t the hamlet of 
Chim-KUI-gin,  16 versts (102 milcs) from Shanr, I passed tlie night a t  
Y Ar-'L':~pa. 

'l'he road from the  town of Shaar (Shnhr-i-Sn.hz) t o  tlie ~ e t t l e r n c ~ ~ t  
of Chiln-Kurgiin runs through a succession of fields, which, of course, 
apt this time of the  year werc perfectly bare. I n  the season l n r ~  qnall- 
tities oE rice are raised about this  neigl~bourhood. '1'11~ system of irrign- 
t ion is such t!lat the  entire country round can be thorougl~ly iunntlatetl 
with water and made impassa,ble. . Consequently, from this  side, Sha:l.r 
is q ~ ~ i t , e  unapproachable by e i t l~er  a.rt'illery or cavalry. . In  every directio~i, 
amitlst the dark bare fields, are villages and sm;~11' fzlrrn-houses, all of 
whicli have a very well-to-do appearance. 

On the roofs a.re stacked sheaves of barley anrl of lucerne. 
Ut.j?ond tlie settlement of Chim-Kur~zin,  the colunt~y becomes morn 

open, a.nd is sli,ylitly undulating. I t  IS, however, crossed by rariues 
t l i r r , ~ ~ ~ I i o ~ l t  the march. Groups of ylcrfas and of .ytl . lntnaik~r~ (felt, tents 
OF ditTt.l*~nt patterns) were now rnet'witli, and the nomad element of tile 
yol)lllnt,ir,r~ b r p n  t o  show itseif more ; L I ~  more. 

-4 K!traui- /))ogi and the i~revitable il.lir;"a-H6xhi (nn tive writ,er), direct- 
el to accornpaliy me hy the  Reg of S l ~ a : ~ r ,  rode by my side. 

It m ~ w t  have been tha t  m y  companions were st,rnr~gers to  tliis part of 
t l ~ e  (*olllitrv, for they clitl not bring me along t l ~ e  road which I ou,nl~t 
to hnvc taken, and so we soon lost our ma-y. A srr~ooth level st~ppc:, 
hcra on1 v covered with t l ~ i s t ~ l ~ s ,  was crosse(1 in va1-io11s dirrlct,ions by occ :~ -  
sion;cl f(;otr,nths. After a Iotil,r svaruh for the proper road, rvp a,t lengt 11 
cll:,ncccl to ciltcll s ight  of n T\~rgl~iz ,  who goocl-n~.t~~i~-etlly c;.~lleil o i ~ t  ;;o 
~ I I I ) ~  ns wllrre it. was, and lle Illen cnnd~lctr(l  11s t o  t l ~ e  irrbrcst village. 

~1e;inwllile the Cossaclcs, to while a w n v  tile t ime, s :bng  o u t  one of 
t .110~~ st.irvillg soncr:: corn pose(1 hy onl- 'I'llrkistSn I~cb~.oc~s on the oc;ca,sion 

? ' 
of vnrions victol-IPS or caml~nig~ls .  U1v1f.r t h ~  iufl~lcnce of the irnpres- 
si )ns of tlie lust few days, or, i t  rn.1.g l ~ ,  tlr:t,t the locn,lit.p 1.eca1lrtl 1,:) 
tllrir tnintls clays of martial (rlolsy, t h~ C:osr::~cl;s s a n g  a , l ~ o ~ ~ t  (:ener:ll 

'7 
Al)rnrn~,ll"s campaign ag:l,inst Sl~:ll\r-i-Snhz. 'I'l~t? son: was so cha.l.actp~*- 
istic tliut I consicler it appropriate to give liere :I litoral rescript or i ts text;. 

(T11o snnq ,  which covers over two pages, is now col)i '(1 o u t  l o r  t h e  I~cnefit  of 111.. 
Y:~vt;r<lii'x It~~q.;inn I . ( ~R~ I~ I 'S . )  

It wag 11y tliis t ime gettinq dnrl;, 2nd the s t ~ p p c  ~ a q  hccoming cn- 
sl~roudecl with tlie usual evening fog, when nre re:~ched tlie Iinmlct of 
Yir-'l':~ pa. Here eve~sytlling had heen :I] ren(ly prepi~retl for 1 lie recepttion 
of the dear guests, the " Urus." A p z l a ~ ~  mils mivinq forth a savolll-y vtpolir 

? from amongst an innumerable quantity of vessels cont:~ining eatahlca 
of every kinrl. Our good-natured liosts were zealons in 1ooki1:g after the 
wants oE tlieir present guests and recent enemies. Sic tempria mulantur ! 



yjr-Tepa* is a ]:11-4e \ri]la,ge \vi\.itl~ a m i x ~ d  pi)]lllla,fioll- I t  was 

o,t one time t h e  solltllprl~ruost dr~l.cnsivr p.:st llel(l lie ""lr 1'' 
ljukll;ira a,giL,inst Sll;l,hl.-i-S:l\,z. Tlie l n / ~ n  or f o r t , i f ~ d  l l l~ll l ld is llON 111 

r 1 

a stfate of sellli-ruill. I l le  high malls, \vhic>l~ I ~ ~ V P  in nl:l,n!. l)'a(!cs t1lln- 
down, c iver  a,ll ;Irr:i, of f ~ ~ m  000 to  1 ,1 00 ( 1  )':ll'd.'- 1 1  del'l* 

,iitcll wllicll runs  solIn(] tllese nqlIs is  no\jr dl.~., n.nd f ~ l r n i s l ~ c s  R reE[~ge 
for  r rpci l~s  ~ l l d  st,illzing i~ise(: ts-~?/infottg~,  ~cor])inll?;, &(!., kc.  )\ t 
O l l P  time b,ly lived ])ere, but s i l~ce  the  sul)jng:~t,ion of Ah;r!ll.-i-S:l~l)z t h e  
bf~!/shil, llRs I,(ien nl,olisl~ecl. l'lle setllcmeiii; itscl F, and l i l < ~ n ~ i s e  tlle ~ i ~ l c l s  
i l l  itas lli.igl~l)onrl~on(l, are supplied \r:it,h water f rom a mountain s t rcam 
c:illt2ci L ! I I I ~ : I ~ -  H I I I ~ , I < .  

'L'Ile nrbst morning,  t h e  2nd (14th)  D e c ~ m l ~ r ,  T cont'inued m y  rn:l,rch. 
At, 2 l,ol l,ct,ivt (31, ( j  :lnd 8 rr,.,vfs (,A4 t.o 53 miles) clistant, from Yhr- 'hpn,  
tllp roa[l put,ers :L wide gorge,  :rt t l ~ e  sicles of \vlli(:I~ a , ~  ~) !o~ ig l~ed  fl~lcls. 
At, t . 1 1 ~  (111 t ral~ec? to  tllis ~ol.g,re a. l,:l.tliwn,~r I,~.aoches o f T  to t h e  nortll-en.st, 
R,l l ( l  lc~:~(ls to  tllr town of Y:~,l\l<a- R,ilyh. 011s 011\\r:tr(l route 1n.y IIOIY ti1so11~11 
socl;y clrlliies, n o w  o v ~ r  t h e  c~.est,s crf low m o o n t n i ~ ~  1*;1uqes, unti l  we 
rc-.a,(*l!etl  I \ . i l I : ~ , ~ p  of t -  I .  'l'his v i l l i~ge stnnlls in ;L shi~llO\v 
:Ilr(l f : l i l - l y  t:,itlc v:tlley c,)u~.seti I)? a st ,renn~ c:~lled I<it ta,- Ur11-lhlrin. 
I~F ' I 'P  I 1 l ; l l t ~ ~ l  t o  give a, short, rest t,o tIlc ritlillg a.11d t o  p : ~ c l i - I ~ o ~ ~ ( \ s .  
lJre ~)assc.(l t,lle 1ii:;rllt i l l  f l i p  vi l l :~,ge of I < ~ ~ : . n - I i l l o r ,  s:, t l ~ n t  our tl;ij-'s 
n la rc l~  a , m a ~ ~ n t ~ c d  t,o 60 ? :e~ . s l s  nli1t.s). 

1 hnrl sc:~rcely snccc~ctlccl ill s i t t i ~ ~ g  t lonrn  l ) e f o ~ . ~  R small  fire, n . l i i :~ l~  11:1:1 
lwen l i t  i n  the  room in n.hic11 I \Y:I.S g o i ~ ~ g  t,o slcbep, :i.11(1 my cl~illvtl l i~nl!s 
1i:1(1 olllr jnst  1,c,y11n t o  F t ~ l  t.lle ngrcea.l)le noarness of tlle c l ~ e t ~ r f l ~ l  f l~ .mos,  
11.11(111 T IVLIS ol)ligcd t,o g e t  111) n.nd fetcll m y  c:imp \\.rit>ing tna.te~-i;~ls,  for  
t,litt Ak-S;iki'l, or v i i l :~ .~( l  c~lcler, ca:rjlne to communic:lre to nlch sollie iliil>tirt- 
a n t  nen7s. T-le h:l.cl sren on t,hc l~rcvious I I I ~ I - I I ~ I I ~  sever:~,l 1~iissi:i ns  . . 
I%ll:in::  long t11~ Cf11x6r road. Thcv {\.ere t , ~  \1;11t, t l l :~ , t .  11ig11t ~ I ~ , C I ~ ~ I S I ~ I I I : L -  
i-Jl:ifiz.ri~l, a. small v i l l ;~ge 15 r ) e ~ s l s  ( I  O rnil(>s) to t l ~  S O I I I  h-\rc~$t of Ti;l,.:r.- 

1 .  ' l ' l l~nce t11oy \\-cBre t o  g o  011 to T<11s11 - T , I I s ~ I ,  nn(l t o  1) Irs tllc~ 11i~11t 
r 1 a t  ( ;~~x: i r .  111e Ak-:;(~kdf \vent; 01) t o  say t l ~ : \ t ,  : ~ ( : c o r ( l i ~ ~ g  to  rt!l>l\~!li*, t l ~ e  

1)arty 11:~l :l.nioi?g.;t i t s  11n1nl)er t h e  1trlssi:ln h'ir-hi, or I<livoY F~sonl 1<61,1~1. 
It, m:ly he im;)ginctl t1l:~t this ircws very g~-e;r.tly i~ltcrcst~ctl Ine. 

'C7'11o co1110 t,hesc li .nssi:~.ns l)e ? hut1  w!~o \\.as t;[lis /<lc.$6 ? 'l'l~e n k -  
Sflktil l'111.t llcr in Eorrnecl ~vlc t h a t  tlic pn8l8ty was co~nposc(l  of fonr Y',,rd.v 
(i. e., gcllt l ~ m c n )  . two in tr:~.prct,ors, ten  (loss:~cl;s, ant1 n l:l.rge ~ ~ a , t i v c  fol- 
ln\\rin;~. 1'7il.st of :dl t l l ~  t , l l o ~ ~ g l ~ t  O C C I I I ~ ~ C C ~  t,o lile t h a t  th i s  r n ~ i s t  1)c 0111, 

Rlission rct(11rninq from Jiiilrril. " Hilt,," said I t o  myself, 1 6  tllc JIissioll 
lla,s f i v ~  lJ/ l~'( i .~ :l,t,t:~clled t o  it,, and,  moreover, it has not  ye t  n ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ y l  p ~ ~ 1 ~ -  
mission to  1i:il)nl." lCvitleutly tllen th is  \T '~s  not  t h e  lius.;;in~l hlis-  
sion tJo I(;il)ul. T l ~ e  use of the  wort1 h'I!*hi g~.e:l.t,ly uonfnsctl me, fol., i f  
i t  h:ld not  1)crn ~ n ~ l ) l o y c ~ r l ,  I micht 1)elinvc lr i  t h e  greatest  s,ss[l rsnre  
t lmt  t1his conl(1 l)c no ot , l~rr  than Colonel h;l:~t,v:a,i~eff, who \r7ss n ~ t , n l . ~ ~ i l l g  
fl'()ln his scitbnfilic ~ x l ~ c t l i t i o n  t o  ICnlril, a n d  I)a,(l:ilillsll&ll. l { ~ l t  llere il,ga,ill 
t,hc q l l ~ s f i o n  n1rnrl.cd t,o me  mllo \vp~.e tile folll. ~ ~ ~ r ( i ~ ?  sPeilln t h a t  
C()li)ncl ~~ ' I :~iv .z i~ .off  h:)d only t l ~ r c e  gent,lelnrn rvitll Iris p:,l.(,y-t,llc ColunPl 
llimself, tllc ;lst8rollonler Sc l~wnr t s ,  and  lCl,aixll Tn)tski ,  i)f collwP, tlln 
nllnlller migll t  1 ) ~  ~ ( : ~ o l l l l t . ~ d  for I,)r S I I , ) P ~ S ~ I I ~  t11a.t Colonel Gmdel<ofi had  
joillr.(l hl:~t,vniycfE's expcclition at b~azgr-i-~llalqif  ; b u t  I eallld not supl,ose 
- -, - - - ---- _ _ - 

* A c r o r t l i n ~  t o  Sl'llwartg, l~ci~.llt of the p1scc.n nhovrmelltiolled is rt!spccl;ively- 
yir-Ta~n 1,510 feet, ~ 8 l b l t - & ~ i l l k r  2,230 feet, Bnra-Iihoval 3,080 fcet,-Aufhor. 



even this  t o  be the  case, since on tile 25th October (6111 November) 
Grot1el;off was a t  ~Mainlnna, and ,  as  I knew from his last letter, he mtlst 
bv t,his time llavr already reached Tashki~nd. Rual ly,  acco~nd in~  to my 
ci:lcolation~, i t  was still too early h) r  Colonel Miltviliy~ff to he r ~ t l l r n i ~ ~ ~  
t o  'l'i.shkand, because when he set out from tliat place on the 21st Sep- 
tember (3rd October), he had firmly resol\red t o  penetrate, a t  L-vbatever 
cost, t o  KGfiristin, ancl thence cross the  Hindii-Knsh to  Kiljul, there to  
unite with our Mission. For t l ~ e  carrying out of so large I)rOgraIllMe) a 
much longer t ime would be required tlian had elapsed since t h e  depar- 
tu re  of his party from 'l'jshknnd. 

It  was evident then tha t  where I was I couli not reconcile such con- 
tradictory rettections and calcul~~tions. I therefore sent for some jiaq1t8 
from the  village of Karn-Ichoval, and  said t h a t  I wislletl one of 't1ic.m 
t o  take a letter for me t o  Gnziir, ancl there anlait the arrival of the L<nssian 
psr tv,  and t o  bring me a n  answer. One of tlie j igi ls ,  a Kirglliz, iindertook 
t o  b;ing me an  ansrrer by 11 o'clock on the follo\ving day. I t  was hy 
th i s  time $ P . M . ,  and tlie distance between liara-Khoval and C;uzir aucl 
back %sin is probably not less than 60 uersts (40 miles) .* 

The next  morning just as  I was awoke the Ak-S~k&l  entered my 
colcl carrying in  his 11:~ncl a pappr of some k i d ,  wbic.ll 
tnrned out t o  be a letter from tlie v i l l a g ~  Elcler at (:hashma,.i- 
I j i f iz , in  to the l~earcr .  It was, morpover, an  answer t o  a question asked 
by tile BP-Sakdl before me, which 11e had sent Ly erpl-ess messenger 
tile eveninS. before, wit hont acclnainting me of his intention of d o i n g  
, 1 this acl,ion one cannot 1)11t r(~~og11ise the liabituill and frieuclly 

and services o n  the part  of the L3ukli;iran authurities in r e ; p ~ c t  
of R~~ss i : l n  t~-nvc1le1.s. 

In the a\) )ve letter mere rn~rltionetl the names of all the Russians who 
]lall stopl)ed a t  Cllnsllrna-i- II:iliz:i~i the p r~v ious  night,  :~ui l alwot whoce 
i t lPnt i ty  I hart er iq~~i red .  I t  turne(1 o11t then t h a t  Colo~~fhl AIatvaiyeff's 
,,;".ty mas really ~ ~ u t ~ ~ r n i o p .  Astro~lorner Scliwarts was spolrcn of in the 
le t ter  " tilt: (1, )ctor.'' 'rile t ra11spo1 t-train cc lm1)ric;etl 3.2 ho~.ses. 

It was alreacly past noon when I, witllout w a i t i n g  for the j igils to  
return,  lef t  Kira-l(11oval on rny onwart1 j~ i i rney .  After we Iii~d cros,socl 
tile small stream called Kchi-U ru-llaria, tlie I)an ks of which wore c,.ust cd 

wide belt of ice, tile tthmp~ratnre in the shade stan(1ing at 1;)' 
Fah., me ascenclea to  a narrow and steep track to the low mountain range 
called Azis. 'l'lie water of i l ~ e  stream above-met1tiont.d contains such 
larme quikntities of clilorate tha t  I could not nanage t o  mix any  nitrate -. 

sliver. Tire silver only dissolved to  t he  extent of becoming like very 
opzqne water, and  even then there were traces of chlorate. 

Meanwllile I was greatly in need of t he  solution, for two of the  
Cossacks were suffering from strung spasms, and I required t o  use 
solution of nitrate of silver ag  a liniment. By 6 P.M. we r e a c h ~ d  the 
halting-place at Shor-Ab. The  road which me llad traversed lies 
through a very barren country, i n  which occasional flocks of s1ier:p a ~ l d  
droves of camels are seen. 

--___ 
a The natircs reckon it as 4 t a ~ h  and one lash = ahorit 8 rv rs ts  (54 milt s).- Artfhor. 
t Sative lloulree are wnrmednot by ~uealls of a stove, but hy lighting wooil ant1 placing 

i t  in t\le centre oE till room or in a reces- in t,l~e wall ; or, perhaps, a pan with hot cmbcis 
fmangcrl) ie placed ineide the room. It in evident that when this heat dica away at  night, 
t1~o-temperatnre of tlie room muat fall considerably, 0 0  that by the morning i t  ie very little 
above that of the open.-Author. 



Early the following morning m y  messenger reaclicd Sllor-.4b, 
bringing with hiln the answer which I had so wished t o  receive. 
Colonel RlatvaiJleff was so obliging as to  write me quite a lollg accounto. 
H e  mentioned t h a t  he had not  been to K i b u l  at all, and had ollly passed 
through A f g h i n - T u r k i s t  very hurriedly. 

Therefore, regartling niy enquiries a s  to  the s tate  of the  roads across 
the Hindu-Kush, and also with respect t o  t he  latest political events i n  
AfgltBnist6n, he could not tell me anything definite. He, however, i n -  
formed me t h a t  the Afghin  Government had not  changed i t s  friendly 
relations towards the Rassians, alt l~ongll  the customary escort of three 
horsemen was told off to guard every Russian to secure his safety, and  i l l  

fact to  isolate him fro111 the native pol~ulaiion, whose hatred tonrards tlie 
Afgllio r&,iifie was s s  patellt to every one as  t o  the  Afgliiin authorities 
themselves. Tlle Colonel then went on to  give me certain particulars 
respecting the road thrsugh Bul;ll6ran territory; bu t  this road w a s  
sufficiently well known to me from my having already traversed i t  
durilig my first journey to  AfghQnist6n. The  Colonel laid pa,rticular 
stress on the  dificult track throng-11 the Shor-All gorge, hut  he did not 
appear to  be aware tha t  this gorge can be turned by crossing a low 
pass to  the north. The knowledge regarding the  existence of this  alter- 
native track is especially important in  winter time 1v1ien the  becl of t he  
strearn which flows through the Shor-Ab gorge is slippery with ice, 
malting the progress of pack animals a labour of estrnorclinary difficulty. 
I n  conclusion, Colonel Matvaiyeff wished me a prosprous journey. 

I rewarded tlie .jii9it for his services by bestowing on him a khn ln f ,  
a giEt which is cspccially prized by a native of Central Asia. I also 
gave him a suffic!icnt  umber of Bukhi ran  tallgas. O n  this  date 
the  frost registered 14' Pall. 

I reached Shidb6cl on the  5 th  ( I  7th) Decemb~r .  Colonel Rlatvaiyeff 
had advised me, in the above letter, to  send from this place a l ~ t t c r  
addressed to  the  Luinib* of AEghin-Turkist6n i n  order to warn him 
of my coming? so tha t  I should not be h-cl~t waiting, on tllp lert bal l t  of 
tlie Amu-Darla,, for an  Afghfin escort. I followccl tliis wise counsel ; 
but  iE the reader knew l ~ o w  m:icl~ tronllle it cost n l P  t o  g~t,  t l ~ i s  letter 
written ! I 1i:~ve :llre:lcly statc~d ahovc. th:ll, nit11 t,lic m ~ a g l - e  surn assign- 
ed to me for tlic p~~rl)ose,  I could not obtain the services of ;a competeut 
interprcter, for, of course, thejP'git, wlio nras with me in the capacity of 
interpreter, did not Irnow Iiow t o  ~vri te .  I n  ordcr, thcrrfore, to  ge t  a 
letter written, I hacl to resort to the follo\ving method. li'irst of all, I h3d 
to tell the i n t e r~~re t e r  what I wished said, ancl Ile l~acl t o  trans1:~te tliis to  
the rlfi~.zn, who had accompanied me from Shnar. 'l'llis man had, 
tllerelore, to  colnpose the letter according as he hnd i ts  purport 
from tllc! ioterl)~-etcr. Bti t from t,he very c o m n ~ r ~ ~ c e m t ~ n t  of s l  l tllis 
procedore i t  bccnme clcnr t o  me that  1 should scarcely inannge to  g e t  
tile letter written at all. 'l1li~ls i n  the tr3nscril~i11g of t11e i)lll.aSI? 

" They wrote from S;i~l~al-l<s~icl aIjo11t me t o  thc Lrlill5l,," fi s ~ ~ ~ . , , -  
tar.y " puzzled his brains fur nearly half an 11onl-. '1'111~ itltcrl,~.eter \rollld 
b ~ ~ i l l  atld then tlle dfirz(1 wo~ild itltrl-rol)t, wlien111~i)n s ticrce war of 
----- ---- - - -- _____-- _ - -  

* Kllrrsll-l)il ICl~rill ,  t l l p  m ine  pprsoli n.110, if I ~rri.t:lke ~~tlt ,  %; IS  serlt by I'.,kLb- 
KllLn in Jr~ly 1879 to the Sl~~ltnr-(iardan, or 1.at11~-I to I<:ll;ltipa, to ~ ~ ~ c * l . t  Sir L,,"i8 Cavirgllari 
and the other mo~ubers of tkc Ellgliuh Micisioi~ nll l l  escort tlleur to K i b ~ l . - 3 ' , . ~ ~ s l ~ t ~ ~  



words would eusne, aEter which the  phrase mould be repeated, and not a 
step fur ther  would be made. 

I do not know how the letter mas eventually written, bu t  i t  went off 
t o  i t s  destination on the  evening of the day  upon which it was begun, 
for  Nassir-Khln,  m y  curnvan-ba'shi, was the bearer. 

A t  Shir-&bid one could scarcely believe tha t  t,he winter had begun, 
for,  a t  1 P.M., the  temperature stood a t  Cis0 Fall. i n  the shade, and a t  
5 P.M. it registered 3g0 Fall. Theleaves on the trees had turned yellow, 
h u t  they had not  begun t o  fall. I paid the  beg of the  town a return 
visit. H e  was not  my former patient, Abdul-Rahmiin, but  a recently 
appointed person named Abdul-Jalil-Bii. I n  the  course of my visit he 
did no t  fail  t o  boast about his knowledge of Russian customs. 

I appointed as  our halting-place for  the  next day  the  small v i l l n ~ e  
of Angor. From here to  the  banks of the  Amu a t  the  ford, called Path-  
Kiss i r  or Piitta-Gazil-,* the distance is the same as from Angor to  3hir8- 
b6d, viz. ,  25 z:ersls ( I @  miles). Tlle road, as far a s  t h e  Amn, runs 
over a flat and  sandy locality. The actual sands commence at a clis. 
tance of 15 versts (10 miles) from the  river, but  they are not a t  first 
deep. Tlle hillocks, too, of sand are very low, and are dotted over i n  
places with a kind of saksatd growth. At, a point between 5 and 6 veratr 
(Y* t o  4, miles) before the  ferry of Pitta-Guz&r is reach~d,  there are 
some extensive ruins, and a vast area of country is strewn over with 
pieces of blirnt brick. I n  one place thcre is a well-preserved tower, 
from 35 to 50 feet in height, wllich is also of burnt  brick. Itound the 

stories of the tower there is an inscription in Cufic chnractei*~ so  
l:lrge, that each letter covers one or more bricks. The top of this tower 
has  fallen in. 

A little distance away Erom this tower are t h p  ruilis of very large 
I,~~ilclings constructed of beaten clay. J I any  of tlie brolren-off pieces of 
brick-work have a facing of tiles. The ~ i t e  of the ruins bears t he  namo 
of Khai l~ar .  I t  shoulcl here he sta,ted tha t  not far from the village of 
Anger there are also ruins with severill lialE broken-down, but  still loEty 
towers. 

After r ~ n c h i n g  tlie villnge of Pittn-ICiss;r, I knew tliat we sl~onld 
n:)t Il:~vt! to  wait a s i l lg l~  i h y  for t l ~ :  hfglliin escort, for it was awaiting 
our arrival ou tlie Xfghiin t):i,nk oE the river. 

Early on tlle niorning of t , h ~  8 th  (.!OIII) D~cer t~her ,  my party were 
talien ober in two ferry-l~onts to tlie opl>o\it,e ba,llk. Notwithstantl- 
i n g  tha t  the river hanks were covcl.et1 wit>li ice, mid tha t  the tempe1,nture 
re~qistprecl 17' I'ah., tllc 1)oatmc.u macled up t o their knees in  the n ~ a t ~ r  
witllout any covering at all on t l i ~ i r  legs. An Afgliii~l ofFicer received 
me on the  left bank of the Amu, and lie had wit11 llim a small escort of 
c,lvalry. H e  hat1 b e ~ n  nwaitiny oural.rivrt1 for five clays, and his was tlle 
e.;cc,rt mhicli had accornp:tnied Colonel M,ztv:~i~ cff in  his journey through 
~ a ~ l l i k h s l ~ i i n  nnll in the province of Afqllin-T1lrkist6n. 

O n  the Y l h  ( 2  1 st) L)eceml)er 1 once more found myselF a t  MaxtCr-i- 
Sharif, a rleine which, by interpretation, signifies " the sacred tomb of 
Ali." 
-- - 

* I t  mny be that tlic: sccoutl Ilninc. is ccl~~ally corrcct. Tlie first ~ignifics the he~vn patta, 
a ki11t1 uf poplar wl~lcli growe nlori# the Aluu. The second mane the " cronsillg by permie- 
siou " (written outhdrity).-Author. 



CEIAPTER 111. 

Arrival at  Mazir-i-Shnrif-First news from the Anglo-Afghbn theatre of war-Signe 
of the Afgl16ne loping tllcir heads-liuniours regttrrling the intention of the Amir 
Sl~ir-Ali-I<liErl to w~thtlrnrv from IC6bul to Afgl~&n-T~lrkistin-3Ty visit to the 
LuinBb-Arrival of the Alnir's fanlily : ~ t  Mnzir-i-Shnrif-Correspondence with 
Tkshknnd-Bfeteoroloqical obscrvatio~rs-Letter from the Amir-His arrival at TBsh- 
KurgLn-I go to meet our Mission. 

AT a distance of about one ~rerst (3rd mile) from the town, I was met 
by yet ailother sniall escort of Ai'gliiin horsemen. Siri-JBn, tlie officer 
who had accon~~aii ied me thus far, conversed for a few minutes in 
the-if I may so express myself-rouglr mid coarse l'ushtu toneue with 
the commander of the fresh escort,, ancl then turned off to  a s~de-road. 
I immediately aslied my guide what was the reason for making this 
change in  our direction. 

" Itz jn' ~ - d h  khzcb ast," he quietly replied to  my question. 
I th in  observed to my hook-oosed conductor tha t  I was very well 

acqua.inted with tlie roads in these parts, and that  if we proceeded 
straight on, \ire should sa,ve both time and distance. 

" I n  such a case you ought to kno\v)" Siiri-J611 rernalbked, " that  the 
clirect road to the quarters prepared for you only leads through the  
bazaa,r. I n  this circumstance lies a great disadvantage as regards tile 
more direct line of road." 

On my showing signs of surprise a t  t l ~ i s  explanation of the  disadvttnt- 
(Tes of the particular route, hc coiltinued to ulifold his thoughts still a:, 

fur tller. 
" you do not know how lilany bad people there are in AfghLnistiin, 

and i11 t l l ~  bazaar onc is co~istnutly runniny against iudivicluals of everv 
? kind. Therc! yon will Inore reulily meet with bad persons, who will not 

hesitate to insnlt you in s o n ~ c  way or anotller." 
" But tliey niust 1<1iow I am a Russian," I returned ; '( nud do not 

d l  Afgllins Gnaw that  the Russians are their friends, yet you speak of 
some kind of iiisult that t l irea,t~ns me." 

" Listen, Doctor-SdAib, I shall have to  mlsiver t o  the Amir-Siliib 
for your sidety, and 1 r ~ s n r d  tllc preservation of my o\vn head. I f  auy  
evil should b ~ f a ~ l l  you clunng t,he time that I n,nl escorting you, I am a 
lost man. You do not liuow Afgh&nist6n ! Iklicve me, you 11a~ve only 
to  sho\v yourself in the populous p:irts of the town, wlleu some stnpid 
pel.sons, who may pcrlieps have ncver seen and know nothing about 
yo11, will a t  once shout out, ' Here is a I<&fir ! ' Jlrllilst othcrs, recog- 
nising that you arc! n Russian, will sliout out, 'An Urus-KLfr ! a n  
U s - i  ! ) The people are stupid;-who can thcn tcll wllat will 
happen ? I shall certainly risk my heacl." 

It was evitlcnt that  my companiorl m:ls very careful about his own 
head, and could n o t  LP counter1 amongst t11c numhcr of brave indivi- 
duals; I thcrcfore resolvcd not to alarm lliln iurtller. Nevertheless, 



I remarked to him that  I had already ridden several times through the 
bazaar of the town of hlazir-i-Sharif, and that  I had neither heard any- 
th ing hostile to  us Russians, nor noticed any threatening looks. Still 
I had t o  make the proposed circuit. 

After a ride of half an hour across bare fields, we came out a t  the west- 
ern end of the town, and so came to the Bilkh roacl, with which I 
was already acquainted. Soon on both sides there stretched the same 
unbroken row of walled-enclosures, marking the line of street which mas 
quite deserted a t  the particular lime. Indeed I did not see a single 
so111 moving. Even the half-ruined mud-built 111azcir (or tomb) of some 
unimportant Mussulmin saint was deserted by the ever-present speci- 
men of the dervish class. A pole with dirty rags tied to the end flutiered 
out reminders to the"  faitllful " tha t  they must not forget in passing by 
the spot to  offer up the customary prayer. The city seemed as though 
dead ; and yet the  Afghiin officer called out the command " Dram 
swords," whereupon each member of the escort, carrying a naked blade, 
took up his position around me. I n  about the centre of the town, and 
not far from the residence of the Luiniib, there met us 2 or 3 Uzbaks 

sitting on the narrow backs of particularly long-eared asses. 
Immediately these stupified persons caught sight of the threatening 
appearance of the surroundings, they lost no time in betnliing themselves 
to the recesses of a dismal by-street. 

After approaching from the west the house of tlle Luiniib and the 
Her i t  cavalry barracks adjoining it, we rode u p  to the quarters of the 
Rnssian nilission, so familiar t o  me from my summer visit. W e  entered, 
and I found everything as oE yore. There mere the same mud-built 
n.ings along both sides of the  inner court-yard ; the same low pavilion in 
the centre of it, w h ~ r e a t  had collected all the members of the Russian 
hlission; the same huge clrinbrr with their overhanging branches ; the 
same high stone walls nsing up in every direction. It even seemed to 
me tha t  there were the same two marpies which cllattcred so uncon- 
ccrneclly from the top of a tree of g~gan t ic  size, old friends, and our 
summer guests. 

The familiar surronnrlings took me back in t h o ~ l ~ h t ~  to those past days, 
ancl awoke former, but still recent, reflections. This mas the spot 1v11ich 
hat1 been frequented by a numerous and sometimes mprry commutlity, 
in spite of a self-imposed detention within fonr walls. The malls around 
had at times sung to the echoes of Russian songs. Now, however, the 
house ancl surroundings seemccl quite deserted. The surly silence of m y  
companion, the bareness of tlle ciina'rs, the lank branches of which 
dpscended to the very winclows of the room, the harsh whistle of the wind 
amidst their pendant ancl apparently helpless twigs, and, lastly, the 
ever thickening evening shadows produced i n  me a very melancholy Cramc? 
nf mind. Thc whole surro~~ndings  seemed so sad and sombre as though 
a heavy cloud rested upon all. 

Yes, indeed, a t  this very time, a threateninq clon(1 wa,v hanging over 
Af51iBnist6n. I hat1 iiot, it is troe, exact information about the latest 
political circr~mstances conllected with this country, hut I could, t o  a 
certain extent, form ideas ahout tlwm. The war hetween Enqlantl and 
Afghinistin was unavoi!lable, Imt, it was not difficult to foretell on which 
side would lie the victory, and that because the Afgh6us had neither 



sufficient troops nor n proper supply of arms. It is true tha t  the Amir, 
Shir-Ali-Khin, had counted upon aid from 1Cussia; for had not  General 
Stolaitoff, i n  leaving IGibul, promised to  come back with 30,000 men ? 
And Shir-Ali, I suppose, llad no reason for disbelieving the  word of 
General Stolaitoff, as the plenipotentiary of a great European power, a 
lnan of whom General I<aufn~anu, i n  his letter of introduction t o  Shir- 
Ali, had spolcen as h e i n ~ a s  worthy of the  Amir's credence as he, Grnr ra l  
Kaufmann, was himself. Ilow, then, could General Stolaitoff fail to  
instil The  Amir then did believe him, and, actinq on his 
advice, sent s sharply-worded reply t c  the letter of tlie E n ~ l i s h  envoy. 
Had  not our Mission been a t  ICilsul a t  the  time, and had not these pro- 
mises and advice beell tendered, it is very likely tha t  the A ~ n i r  would 
not have raised a doubt as  to his friendly relations with the Anglo-Indian 
Empire, or have closed them so abruptly. 

As  I was engaged with such sad reflections, xassir-T<hQn, my 
cnmvan-bdslli, eutered the  room. H e  told me tha t  he hail reached 
hfazjr-i-Sharif two days before m e ;  tha t  he had tnlien m y  illustrinuq 
letter sent from Shiribiid t o  the  Lu iu ib  ; t h a t  he had stayed nit11 tile 
Sa,.,'laug, Muhammad-Ichiin, in anticigat~ion of m y  arrival ; t h a t  he liad 
visited his acquaintances and had sauntered through the  bazaar, where 
he had picked u p  the  following news :- 

" Life at R j b u l  had become very bad, for there had been a f ight  
between the English and the Afgliiins close to  Jal i l i l ) id ,  i n  which tllc 
latter had lost more than 700 men. The  Amir, Shir-Ali-ICl~ln, was send- 
i ng  off his wives and  children f rom ICibul to  i\lazir-i-Sharif." 

This news then was a n  unexpected confirmation of m y  prognostica- 
tions. It rneant tha t  the Auglo-Afgliin quarrel ha(1 led t o  bloodshed ; 
i t  meant t ha t  General I<anfmanu mas r ight  i n  saying a t  m y  farewcll 
ant l i~nce with him : " when you reach ICril)nl, tlie war hct~veen tht? 
English ancl the AfghBns will, in a11 probability, be in  full  psogress." 
13ut I waq still far  from Iiiibul, and blood had heen shed on both the  
hostile sides. 

Onc conlcl not hu t  think now al)out the  position of the Ruqsiau 
Rlission. I n  the evcnt of t l l ~  decided rcfnsnl on t l ~ e  part  01 Russia t o  
yive military aitl t o  the Amir, Shir-Ali, ancl in  case, as  ~ v n s  more thnu 
7 
11 kcly, of the final ovcrth row of t lle i\Fgllri~~ army, our l l ission wool(1 
play the part  of " an eveninn sacri ficcJ' to tlie errors of Genclrnl Stolaitoff. 

T: 
Tllesc errors w r c  the morc incxcusnl)le, i n  tha t  he conltl have 11n(Z no 
sort of gronntls foi. wiving thc Aniir any positive pronlisc of military 

? 
asqistance from Rnssln. On the contmry, the news of the termination 
oE tlrs Congrcss a t  Berlin ant1 the corresponding instructions sent by 
(';enera1 Knnfmnnn wcrp retacivecl by the Mission very opport,unely, i.e., 
on the (lay before the Mission reached ICil~al. It is true tll:~,t C;eneral 
Stolnitoff himself was no longer a t  Ii,ihnl, lmt the responsil,ility for  his 
s ta te~ncnts  and his promises would fall u11on those mcml)ers of the 
Mission whom he llnd l r f t  behind. Thus the responsibility for those 
extraordinary errors \vould make the position of ollr Mission a risky one. 

Tlle news which 1 had received was quite sufficient t o  begin lvith, 
hn t  T wished t o  have i t  corroboratcld as far as  possible, and so at supper 
I led the conversation with Siiri-Jin u p  t o  the  sabject. This a t tempt  
on m y  part  was not, Iiomever, crowned with success. Muhammad-Khin 



too affected a complete ignorance as t o  t h e  latest political events. Tt 
was evident t hen  t h a t  he did not  wish t o  speak about those deEeats which 
his  brethren had suffered on the tield of honour. He, however, gave me 
frill about Colonel Matvaiyeff's journey, and as  t o  how, with 
the  snow u p  t o  one's knee, his party had travelled over the FaizLblid 
mountains i n  i ts  efforts t o  reach the country of the  ICQfirs, and as to how, 
a f te r  i t s  failure t o  effect this, i t  had to  g o  back;  how then the  learned 
Colonel had of necessity t o  satisfy his scientific curiosity by conferring 
mit,ll K i f i r  prisoners who had, a few weeks previously, fled from their 
sllowy mountains t o  FaizAb6d. 

I" hoped t o  receive more detailed information regarding any political 
news from the  LuinLb, IChusli-Dil-lChgn, whom I resolved t o  visit on tile 
following day, ziiz., the 10th  (22nd) December. The next day, ho~vever, 
I did not  succeed i n  secing the  LuinAb, as  he had t o  go  off during tile 
n i g h t  t o  TAsh-Kurggn. The  officer on duty  a t  my quarters, Muhammad- 
Shiih, explained the  Luinat's sridden departure by the  circumstance tIlat 
some local disturbances liad broken out i n  the Ichulm district, and that  
robber bands had made their appearance ancl llad begun to  threaten t o  
interrupt  comm~lnication between hfghrin-Turliistrin and Iciibul. I was 
then  told t h a t  the  LuinSb would remain at Tish-Kurgiin for several 
days. 

The  receipt of this intellisence ssdden~cl me very much. I moreover 
valued every moment of precious time, and I wished to  hasten to take 
advantage of t he  splendid weather; but, on the  contrary, I must now 
lose several days in  a perfectly useless manner by remaining the whole 
t ime on the  same spot. I could not think of leaving Maz6r-1-Sliarif for 
K d b ~ l l  beEore tlre Lnioib's return. Yes, indeed, I might  think of doing 
so; b u t  to  put  m y  thoughts  into practice would I)e qulte another matter. 

Tlle Luiniib, before set t ing out,  had given orders t ha t  I was not to 
be permitted t o  leave lfazir-i-Sliarif until his return. This s~nseless  
order made me quite furious ; h u t  when I told ?1Iul~ammacl-Sl1rih t ha t  I 
i n t e n d ~ d  to  leave the place withont the Luiniib's permission, he posit,ivrly 
informed me t h a t  he would not allow me to go  a single step beyond t l l ~  
ciuarters which I was occupying,.. Having  madc tllis declaration, he 
excused himself by saying t h a t  conduct of this liind tcwards m e  was 
not  polite, bu t  tha t  it was called for by the exigprlcies of his sei.vic~c. 
To tellis, of course, I could say nothing, the reason which lie nss ig~~et l  being 
a thoroughly sound one. Indeed there can be no doubt but  tha t  cvc.1.y 
Russian otficinl woulcl in his place have acted in  the same way. Nevt:r- 
t l~eless this " hononraLle alsrcst " was not a t  all t o  my liking. Tlle satnp 
day  m y  oltl acquaintance hilosin-Kliiin came to  visit me. He wislled vcry 
much t o  know wlletller Gel~erel  Stnlnitoff was soon going t o  return t,;, 
KriLul, anil lie asked also horv all the members oE the Afghrin Aiissiou of t  
Tashkand were. Hc concluded llis remarks by an  expression of his 
opinion t h a t  " the  Doctor-Srihib hat1 become a great man.'' 

"When  you were for t l ~ e  first time with G c n ~ r n l  Stolaitoff, you 11:ld 
in your suite only one man, a n  orderly, b u t  now you have 10  Cossaclts, a n  
Assistant-Surgeon, and many native followers. You have proba,ljly 
obtained high rank, or yoii have received an exalted order." 

When I answered Mos in -Kl~ in  in  t he  negative, ancl could not refrain 
from lmughing a t  such a niive observation, he regarded me with evident 



doubt., alld even with some incredulity. As be was leaving my quarters; 
he let fall the  remaark, i n  passing out, t h a t  the  Lu iu ib  had gone to 
TRsll-I<~lrgiitl to  meet the family of the Amir, Shir-Ali-Khin. 

A:Iy N&w -rlrir or cat,erer, Y i r -  h l  nhammad, a good specimen of a healtlly 
and vigorous Afghin, who had been att,ached by  the  Luintib t o  my 
followiirg, displaJyed great sympnthy to\vards me. H e  told me, more- 
over, as a great secret t h a t  Afgl i in  affairs mere bad ; t h a t  the Englis1l 
had severely defeated the Afghiins in the last e n p g e m e n t  ; t ha t  Shir-Ali 
was about to  quit  I<iLul for Ma.z&r-i-Sharif ; t lmt Kohist in  had risen, 
s ~ l d  tha t  the r0a.d across t,he Bimiiin was not safe. 

H e  added-" All this, honrever, you will learn i n  much greater detail 
from the Luin ib  hiinself." 

That  I awaited the  Luiniib's return with impakience mill be clear t o  
tlle reader. Ileanwhile, tlie nenrs from the  theatre of war, which t h e  
n&,~-rla'r had accurately communicated t o  me, and wllich the  omniscient 
Nasslr-IChin both corroborated and amplified, became worse and  worse 
and more threatening with each succeeding statement. Thus  i t  became 
evident tha t  the  English ha'd captured the fort'ress of Ali-Alasjicl, had 
forced the Khsibar pass, had occupied DBlcka and L&lpura, and  were 
probably by this time a t  JallilBb&d. On  t#he other hand, the South- 
ern Colnmn of the English Army hacl acluarlced within a short distance 
of I<audahar. Indeed there were runlours tha t  they had already entered 
tha t  city. 

All t'llis news nras of such :I kind as to  n n k e  me thiuk deeply of t he  
u1tim:ite fate of t h a t  ha.nclfnl of Russi:~ns now in unfortunate 1i5bul. I 
ima.gii1erl tha t  a revolution llaJ already broken out there, and this after- 
wa.rcIs turned out t o  be the case. Such a n  occurrence could but  render t he  
situation of the 1tussia.n hlission worse still. It seemed t o  me, therefore, 
1.icliculous tllat I shoulcl now be going to  IGbnl to join a Rusqin.11 Nission, 
when tha t  city was eit.her i n  the  ha,nds of tlie Ii:~igli~I~, or else was imrne- 
cliately throateoed by t b ~ m ,  ancl wllen the very csiste~ice of the Afghiin 
sovere ig~~ ty sc:cmed t o  be a t  stake. I ilr:lce~l seeuled tc! be p l '~y iug  t,lle 
part o t ' a  1;ili~llt-err:znt a:;sisting at a n  inql1isitic,n over members of 
tll.3 l%ussiall 3Iissiou. And here what su~.prisccl me abd,,ve evervtlliug 

mas the pa,rt wllich a bazaar plays in  t,lie political l ife of Celltral 
Asia.* 

I n  the bazaar they receive all the latest intclliFence. Thlls thev there 
t1i::onss wit,Il s ~ ~ r p r i s i n g  (for Central Asia,) frecclonl all the ne\\rs, a;lcl also 
all t.he po1itic:ll meastires adopted by the n~t~l ior i t ies .  F1.om Ilere, as from 
.z s t,rength-giving centre, all the reports arc. clis~eminntecl to  the nearest 
villages ant1 to\rns with a ra'l3iditJy which is i~~comprehensi l le  tlo a Ellro- 
penn. A C c ~ ~ t ~ r a l  Asian bnznar takes in fact, the place of the Daily Press 
of Europe, and what is more astonishing st.ill is, tha t  news thus dissemi- 
n:~ted f a r  and wide is i n  the  majorit,y of cases very cnrl,ect. I n  illtelli- 
g'cllce thlls gained not only are  there but  few perversions, b u t  only very 
occasional e.u:ig~era,tioi~s. 

I bsve 1 1 d  ~o\rpri~,l olr,)ortnnitirs of testing bazaar rumours, and I have 
a.lways Leen convincctl of tlieir grneritl accuracy. O n  the  present occa- 
sion the exactitude a,ncl rapidity displayed in connection with the report- 
ing of tlie latest political occurrences were still more astotlishing, since 
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the  A f g h i n  ar~tliorit ies used every endeavnixr to  conceal tlre condition of 
affilirs from the local arid subject Uzbalr-T6jik: population. 

It was not until  the 12th  (34th) December t h a t  the  Luili ib returned 
t o  Rlaziir-i-Sliarif. I espectcd t h a t  he mould invite me to  go  and pay 
him a visit 011 tlie clay of his return ; bu t  in tliis I was mist.iken. And 
even tlie next (lay went  by as well without the loolierl-for invitation. I 
nras informed t l ~ a t  the Luin ib  could not receive me because he was not 
well. 

JIeanwhile his  officials comnilinicnted t o  me t h a t  I would have to  
s tay a t  JlnzAr-i-S harif for several days longer. They s : ~  id : " The fact 
is the Luinib-Sihib has sent  a report of vcur arrival t o  Kiibul, and 
until  he gets  the  reply t o  this report, in other worcls t he  Arnir's 
p~rmission f o r  you to  continue your journey, you cannot leave this 
$ace." 

Of course I did not delay lorlqing a protest against such a reason 
for detaining me at hlazir-i-~llai.if, and I d i e l t  on the  ridiculous aspect 
of the procedure aclopt~d. B u t  to all m y  representations the officials 
a ~ ~ s n ~ e r e d  tha t  they could not  cliscnss the  matter  with me, in  t ha t  the 
Luiniib-Sahib could alone answer all m y  encluiries. I t  was eviclent, 
therefore, t h a t  nothing remained to me b u t  to await  a n  explanation from 
the  Ln in ib  liimself. B u t  the 12th (24th) and tlie 1:Zth (35th) D ~ c e m -  
her both passed away, and the Lniniib neither came to  me himself, nor 
invited me to  g o  and see him. I then sent an  intimation through the 
oHic~l- on cluty a t  my quarters tha t  I considered i t  necessary to  inform 
t h e  Governor-General of Russian Tllrl<ist6n t h a t  I mas being detained 
a t  ;Ilaz;il--i-Sliarif. I a t  the  same time refused to receive the food, &c., 
kc., provitled for me and my follo\ving by the  Luiniib. 

Tliis was, of course, n very exti.eme step t o  tnlre on m y  part, for t o  
refuse the  hospitality of n Central Asian Rilussulmiin, signifies a complete 
rnpture of all frientlly relations. And, therefore, as was to  be expected, 
tlle Lriiuib immetl ia t~ly fclt  tlle f111l wcsight of tlie measure which I had 
aclopted. Accordingly, on tlle 1 1 t h  (21itl1) December, lie invited me 
t o  go ancl see him. - 

The audience pnsstbd off in the nsunl very imposing. mnnnpr; the reader 
is a l r ~ n d y  ncqriaint~cl witli tile scene. 'l'he Lnindl), s l i r rvund~d by his 
various oftici;~Is, ~ ' cce iv~d  mP nn arrival. H e  himscJlt' wps tlrcssed in :s 
Lrocad~d fli~*-co,l t cut  like n X.//,i/c~l ; ille matc~.ial  w ; ~ s  of an  azure blue 
cololir, and it was einbroi(lcl.cd ovcJr wit11 flowt~rs \vo~.l;etl in gold. On 
his head was 111e national kuldkll or conc-slial>ctl 1nml)sliin hat. H e  
sat in an arm-chnir co \ .~red  witli velvet, and bellind llirn stood two or 
three of his of5cinls. O n  t l l ~  terrace facing tllc s ~ ) o t  on ~vh ich  the 
aliciience was licld mas (1rnn.n up half a company of 1lfgl16n soldiers. 
My 10 Cosqnrks, i n  their lamhsltin Lushies ( p ~ p , ; k h )  nntl blue uniform 
coats, merc posted at riglit angles t o  t l i ~  LuinLlJ's soldiers, and  they 
formcd a very striking contrast t o  tlleir Xfgl16n brcthrcn-in-arms. 

M y  convers;ition with the Luin6b was of course opened with purely 
official p l l r~ses  ancl ~ncluir iw as t o  tlie state of li(~;~,ltli of the Amir and  
of tlie Luin ib  Ilinls~lf, and a s  to  the welfare of tlieir country, kc., kc. 
Brit over these I did a n t  waste much t imr,  and  rapidly passed to  the 
object of my visit. I expressed to  the Luinab my great clesire to star t  
for Kibul as  soon as possible. 



" I perfect,ly agree with you, Doctor-SQhib," answered the Luiiiih. 
" Yois really ought  to  hasten to ge t  t o  Kbbul, for  a t  this  t ime of year 
comnlunication will soon be interrupted by hea,vy falls of snow. Now, 
howcvcr, there is 11a1dly any  all along the road. You will only have t o  
remain at 1iIazir-i-Sh:trif for some few days louger, because it is neces- 
sary that. I should await the Amir-Sihib's ansmcr to  my report concern- 
ing  you. Slioulcl tha t  ansrver be i n  the  afirmbtive, I will not detain 
you a moment longer " 

Tlicse words seei~ied to  me to  be the old song, and I therefore energeti- - 

tally protested against my detention. 
fi you  arc p r o ~ s b l y  l l v t  unan.:lre, Luiniih-Sillib," I returned, " t h a t  

I I~Ocped ing  t o  liiibul a t  the  Amir-S5liib's personal invitation. 
H e  summoned me, and for this reason J am going there. It is clear, 
tllerpfore, tha t  no other sort  of permission for me to proceed t o  Kiibul 
is necessllry, and i t  is :LISO evident tha t  the  invitation which the  Amir  
lately sellt to  me t o  Tishlrand ii~alucles also permission for me to  travel 
through Afgh5n territory. l?inally, you are acquainted with the fact  
t ha t  I am a mcn1l)er of the I ? u s s i ~ n  3lission which is now a t  LiQbul. 
All this is sufiicient t o  show tha t  Z may go  on to KBLul without inter- 
ruption." I n o ~ v  handed t o  tlie LuinGb m y  rond pass. 

After nttcntively l3erusiiig the docun~ent,  he s lo~~r ly  returned i t  t o  me, 
mid with a thoughtful e s p r e s s i o ~ ~  on his face he again Legan to  pelsuade 
me to  defer my deprtrtnre. 

Y Y  " Yon are right,, he continu~cl, '' bu t  be pleased t o  listen t o  what  
I say t o  you. l iegarding every foreigner who cnters the portion of 
Afghinis t in  eutrusted to my cliarge, I first of all n~a l ie  a report t o  the  
Amir, and then I wait for his orders conccrl~ing the particular stranger. 
I have no personnl authol.ity t o  allow any  foreigner to  travel tllrough 
tlie country. Le t  us allow tliat yon are a n1em11er of tlie Russian 
Jlission, sliat yoti are proccedinq nritll the Ainir-S5llil)'s permission, and 
that,, Inst of all, you :Ire 13ersonally known to  me;  still, in spite of all this, 
I cannot allow vou, n.ithont the Alnir-S6liib's permission l ~ e i n g  com- 
mllnicnt~d to  ni-ysclf, to g o  on to  I<iibol. I f  I did, I sl~ould run the  
risk of losing my h~ad . "  IIcre he paused, tliouglltfor a little, and then 
deliherat ply continued. 

" Ycs, aucl thc  timcs are not as they n-ere when the Amir-Srihib 
wroto to  you. The road is now not without da~iger ,  ancl robbe1.s have 
madc tlicir appcarnnce alonq it, ant1 various disorders llave 1,rol;cn out 
i n  Afghrin-l'url<ist;ln. N o ;  you must nrnit a little. I t1iel.cfol.e ask 
you to remain at, hlnzir-i-Sliarif for some five or six days long~.c~." 

Rllerl thc Lniniib spol;c of robhers, I proudly pointed t o  rliy Cos- 
snclrs, and drew his attention to  their fine physiqur, observing tlr:tt, with 
10 such men, I niigllt Iiope to account for any bsncl of matlmcn. 

" That's not itl," I continued; " and I am also aware thilt the dis- 
ortlcrs ~vliicli linve broken out are a long may off my  rond, sillcc they are 
pril1cil)ally ron(i~ir(l to tlir side of tlw Ilindo-I<osll, ~vliich lics beiond 
I .  1Icl.e cvorytl~in,n is quit>t." 

" 1 :1111 not a, liar ! " ~varrnly, hut  with dignity, exclaimpd the 
I ~ u i n i l )  ; " you can, therefore, implicaitly 1)clievc what I say." " I, of 
colll.sr, I)c!lievc y nu," 1 said ; '' but  do vou not yourself see that 1 c:rr,not 
ren~alll here five or six days longer? kinally, I warn you tl-at I s l~al l  be 



obliged to  report tllc fact  of m y  detention at Mazir-i-S:lltl.if to tile 
Governor-General of Russian Turkistin." 

" Do not write this I beg you," exclaimed the Luiniib ; (' do not writc. 
this t o  T,ishl;and until  I g e t  the Amir-Sil~ib's answer. Wlio knows 
he mdy so write as to compel you to  altogether give up the iclca of 
joorneyins to K i b u l  ? 1 liave known you well for a long time, and the 
advice I glvr  you is only good. Do not be angry mitli me. I should 
be very glad to do :\I1 t ha t  you wish, but  unfort~lllately I carinot allow 
you t o  g o  t o  Kribul." 

" I cannot bu t  be angry," I replied, '(and I should but  deceive you 
mere T t o  wear a n  air  of satisfaction. Russians, too, are not liars." I 
now got  up with the  intention of taking leave of the LuinQb and 
r e t n r ~ l ~ n q  to  m y  quarters. 

The L n i n i b  also arose and, stretching out liis hand, smiled so plea- 
sant,ly t,hat I could not  but repress a frown, more especially as  i t  was 
only at t ha t  moment t h a t  I remembered to  convey to the L n i n i b  tile 
r n l n n m . ~  which tlie members of the A f g h i n  i\'liission had aslrrcl me 
to  deliver t o  him. 

" I T  hat  a n  example for you ! " said the  Luin ib .  " You do not 
wish to  remain here tive or six days ;  and ye t  our Mission hus becn a t  
' r ishkand for sevcrnl months." 

" Biit, Luinib-SAliib, you forget t h a t  our nlission has also been a t  
Kiibul for  several months," I returnctl. '' It was indeed nect3ssary 
tha t  your hiission should Ge with us a t  Trisllkand, and ours with you 
at Kri1)ul. Illy case, however, is quite clifferent." 

" Ancl yet  both Gencral Stolnitoff and Colonel Grodekoff waited 
for the  Amir's pern~ission," persisted the  Luin ib .  " You know tha t  
theirs were special cases, and have no connection with mine," I returned. 
"General Stolaitoff mas going t o  K6bul for the first time, and the 
Amir's permission for him t o  travel through Afgliiinist6n was necessary. 
As regards Colonel Grodekoff, i n  my opinion he waited here longer 
than lie need have done." 

The  Luiniib wished t o  make some return answer, but  I considered 
it useless t o  prolong such a fruitless discussion, and so I coldly and 
stiffly took m y  leave. 

The nes t  clay I again began to  receive the Luiniib's offers of food, 
kc., ancl the Afgh in  followers were greatly rejoiced thereat. 

If only I mere orclerecl t o  accompany tlie Doctor-Silrib to  Ii6bul I " 
exclaimed S i r i - J i n  ; " and if I wwe to  try and effect the  Doctor-S;ihibJs 
miskes in this matter, would he confer upon me the fur-coat which Ilo 
is now wen ring ?. . . . . .)' I must  here remark t h a t  this  Afghiin became, 
doy i,y day, more disagreeable to  me. H e  was indeed the first Afghiio 
whom I Il:lcl me t  wit11 a very repulsive expression. W i t h  an ob- 
sequinus manner and coarse flattery he coui>led avarice and importunity; 
and I soon tiiscovered tha t  he systematically roljled m y  horses by 
approprintin; to his own use the Lninib's allowance of forage. Iie 
boretl me terribly with his everlasting talk about '( naflEar-i-nmn 
ahrrmn av( ; A,!n~n-i-malt sllt1?)2n," " I a m  your servant ; your most  
humhle sel.vant.') H i s  nose, hooked l~ l t e  the beak of a bird of prey, 
was in  very u ~ ~ p l e a s a n t  union wit11 liis eyes oE grecnifih hue. The 
expression oE his face indicated treacliory. He several times thumbed 



my Persian books and praised their contents, though he evidently 
understood but  n little of what was i n  them. I I e  would s i t  for hours 
a t  the threshold of m y  door wearying me sorely until  I would, ~vi thout  
ally ceremony; tell him t o  go away. At  dinner, supper, or  d u r i r ~ g  
morni~lg  or evening tea-time he mould invariably make his appearancc, 
and, sit t ing outside m y  door, he mould wait for anything I might give 
him. Sometimes in his efforts t,o show tha t  he considered himself a 
useful man, l1e mould l ight  m y  stove or else br ing me  horses, askillg 
if I did not wish to buy tliem, or send a nlnn with carpets, kc.,  &c. A t  
the same time he mould never let slip an  opportunity of declaring, with 
a n  air of importance, t ha t  lie had under his coll~manil 400 horsemen. 

During the first days of m y  stay a t  IfazAr-i-Sharif I had never 
cause to feel weary, for I had my bool;~, and  I engaged myself i n  
writing. I opened also a surgery for the  hick of tlle place, carried 
out meteorological observations usnslly on the very terrace whereon the  
summer assemblies oE the Mission used to be held. And I read rnany 
scores of times two iuscriptions in  Russian cu t  a t  the foot of two  
clli12dr trees, Olie of these thus runs : " N. Grodelioff from the  7th 
t o  tlie 19th October 187 8." On the moss-green velvet-covered root 
of another young cl,i~rhr tree i n  close proximity is t1.e very brief 

2 3 illscription '( P.nr. 1 S 7 .  This one, probably, refcrs t o  Colonel 
hiatvaiycff. 130th inscril)tions are slightly ru l~bed  over wi th  mud. 
I was very nearly tempted to follow tlie example of nly predecessors 
and cut, m y  name beside thcirs, but I felt pity £01. tlic soft roots of these 
splendid trees. And, moreover, I said to  myself what is the use of doing 
so?  It seemecl to me to be nu infantile di\.ersion. 

O n  the I bth (30th) December, I expel-ienced quite a cliatraction, 
for on thi.; tlntc the family of the hmi r ,  Sllir-Xli, reac'hcd Mnzir-i- 
Shnrif. 13ehind them followed n huge transport-tmin of not less than 
3,000 pncli-animals anil 10 elephants. The  whole train ~ v a s  escorted by a 
large body of troops ; and i t  was in  tile solr c h a ~  g e  of Shlr-Ali's cliam- 
bcrlain, Sirdir-Xbdullali-I=, the sanle SirdLr, ~ v h o  nlet the l iussisn 
Mission at ICoti-Ashrn in the previous month of July.  

A strange fate had befallen the career of this excellent man ; for forty 
yc:trs belore he had flcd with the  father or tlie present A n ~ i r  t o  the  wild 
n~ourltnins of Kohistiin, t o  hide from the pnrauit of t he  innumerable 
English detachments t11a~t were a t  t ha t  tilrle overrunning tlie ~vllolc of 
K:'bulist:'n, until, at length, Dost-~li1Iin1nmat11 was obliged to  forsake 
the rocky fastncsses of I<ohistiiu and fly with Al~dullah-I ihi i i  to  the  
valley of t'he Amn. Now tile same valley was befl*i~ncling this  very 
SirdLr and tlie family of Dost-Alul~ammad's son by alhrcling tlirlll 
n refuge against tlie Qro and sword of the old eucmirs u f  their cvuntry- 
these very 13n~lish. 111 thinkiagr of the fate of this man, I could not  
bu t  bear i n  inind aliotlicr co~ncide l ic~;  i n  former days this  S i rd j r  
went to meet I~ientcl l . .~nt  Vitlicvit~li, :lnd now, or rather a few moritlls 
before, he Iin(l unet (;encr;ll Stol:nitoff. 

The Anrir's 1':llnily rnicrcd t,lie city with some disl~lny. From the 
dilapirl:~ts(l \v;~lls of :1 11111(1 fort,, whicb drfsnrls the city 011 the nort h-caqt, 
a salute of 7 1 g u n s  w : ~ s  Brcd. The cl~1,lla1lts and a considcr:tl,lc p~ r , -  
portion of the bngqngo nnimnls were tetlicrccl in  tlic meadow n.llicli 
eeparnlecl my q n ; ~ ~ - t  crs from thc Luinib's lioose. 



Tllat day  I received fresh political news, viz., t h a t  the  Amir had 
left K i b u l  and  mas now en route t o  Maztir-i-Sharif. I-Ie had left  
as the  ruler of ICiibul his son, Yakfib-Icl~iiu, whom b n t  a short time 
before he had released from imprisonment. The liinglish had gained 
possession of the whole of t he  ICllaibar Pass, and  were now close to 
Jalil ibLd. 

I had no reason for  doubting tlle correctness of this infol.mation. 
For me it, of course, signified tllat I should now have t o  give u p  the 
winter march across t he  kIindu-ICush ; for if the Ainir was coming to 
Mazir-i-Sharif, I of course slioulcl not g o  to  ICihul. The Luiniib was 
right,  therefore, i n  saying tliat, on the  receipt of t he  Amir's answer, 
t h e  Doctor-Siihib will, perhaps, give up his journey to  IC6bul. It mas 
evident tliat the  answer to  tlie Luinib's report would be tlie arrival of 
t he  Amir  himself at AIazCr-i-Shnrif. 

I mila surprised ancl not a l l t t le annoyed at the  circumst~lnce of our 
hlission a t  1CQbul not  having sent me u p  t o  date a single line of any 
kind. According t o  m y  cnlcnlatinns, I might  have received an  answer 
t o  m y  letter by means of :L special messenger. B u t  I had miscalculated 
the  matter  by  two clays ; for on the  20th DecernLer IS78 (1st January 
1879) I received altogetller several letters from the  nlemhcrs of the 
ltussian IIission a t  ICilul. 

General Razgbooff mention~cl in  his t h a t  m y  letter hncl heel1 received 
by h im on t h e  16th (28th) December a t  Camp Kui. H i s  to me mas 
dated Camp Sayacl, the  Amir  was a t  the  tirne. 

I n  wri t ing about the military oper:~tions in  t hc  Anglo-AfghQn 
theatre of war  in  t h e  first portion of his letter, General Razgcinoff 
told me tha t  t he  nnssian ll ission l~acl lef t  IUbul,  with tlle Amir, 
on the  (1st) 13 th  Dccember ; t h a t  tlie Amir 11ad appointed his son, 
M~1hammaci-Ynk6l~-I<llSn, ruler of AFghEinistiin ; tlint Sliir-Ali himself 
was procccrlirg to  Afglirin-'l'nr1cist:in ; and t h a t  lie purposed going on to  
r 1 l ishk:~ncl,  and rven t o  St. Petersburg. 

Son-e 11tn1.s nl'tcr the receipt of the above letters, the Ilnin6bJs 
I l l i~ .zn ,  c r  " Fcctrctn~.g, " came to  give me a letter written in  l'ersian. 
' l ' l~is I c  t ter  coiltninotl I1 e ~ I i i ~ i r ' s  answer to  tl~c! Lniniib's r ~ p o r t  couccrn- 
ing r;j- .?I-rival a t  JIanjr-i-Sliarif. I ts contents mcre as follo\vs : 

" Stiltion, DnAh. JIont5,  1 s t  i \ I u l ~ a r ~ . a ~ ~ i ,  of t 1 1 ~  Y C : I ~  120 ; TI. 
" A t  this pl.cseiit tilnc the Jlinqlisll, having begun hostile opcrations, 

Ilnvc compr~llcd me to clnit Kiibul. Now I am on  m y  way to  'I'iishkaud, 
wl~c)ncc, after hnving rcceived a suficient number of troops, I purpose 
~ - e t n l . l ~ i t ~ q  to  I<ril,ul and clriving m y  enemies, the English, out  of Afghiu-  
i t .  11s my ronrl lies through J'Iazjr-i-Sliarif, I beg tha t  tlie Doc- 
tor-Srillil) will await  my arrival in t ha t  city." 

I1 was clcar tllat, from the  t ime of m y  receivinm this  Ictter, I could 7 no longer count on a s p ~ e d y  departure from hIazar-i-Sliarif. I n  fact, 
there W,iS iiow no need for i t .  

?'he 11r st day I was occupied with letter-writing and with corre- 
spondcnco of various kinds. It mas now t h a t  I perceived, for the first 
time how greatly both the phraseology ancl tone of a letter conform to  
the  circumstances of the person adclressecl. 

Whi ls t  malliing up ancl clown tho upper terrace of m y  quarters, 1 
repcatedly glanced a t  tho performances of a local v i t . / ~ ~ o s o  aud listened 



t o  Afghgn songs. I should here observe t h a t  :111 round my quarters 
had been posted several picqilets of Afgliiin soldiers. 

Thc Luiniib's I l i ~ z n ,  who b~-ooqll t  me Shir-Mi's letter, mas r ~ w u r d e d  
by me witli a khal,ri!. This esclted the ct1pidi.y of Siri-Jbn, who 
entered m y  roonl ostcasibly to convey to  me tbl? LuitlAl,'. n.~l i~orn.  He, 
liowevcr, nlithout n~nli ing use of ally S ~ I ~ P I - ~ ~ L I O U S  words, welit s t r : ~ i g l ~ t  
to  what was in his mind by begging t l ~ a t  I would g i \ c  him m y  fox-sltin 
coat. Without  t;ll;iog any iloticc of tliis request, 1 invited Iliin t o  s i t  
down. But  to  this invit:~t,ion on my part m y  " most 11umble sei.va.nt " 
replied by saying tha t  he 1vo11ld not sit down until I llad given him the  
coat. 

" The Luinib-Siihib asked me," continued m y  guardian, " ~ v l ~ e t h e r  
the Doctor-Sbhib l ~ n d  given me a kllalat ? I said ' No '; rvllererlpon he 
l-emarlced, t ha t  ' his J l i rzn  lrad received one from you,' so be plei~sed t o  
confer one on me also." 

Tllis solst oE imlwrtinence made me very angry.  I therefore sternly 
remarked to  Siiri-J6n t h a t  he might  s i t  down or not  as  he pleased, b u t  
t h a t  he had adopted a n  altogether unusual form of obtaining a reward 
from rnc, and t h a t  I would never give tha t  man a present wlio aslied me  
for one himself. 

The " conlinander of 400 Eorsc " hereupon changed his tone, 
too!< a sext on the carpet near the  doorway, and said t h a t  hc was only 
joking, and tlmt he did not want  auything from me, I~e iug  a t  a l l  t imes 
ready t o  perform any  service for me without any  reward. Once again I 
had to  listen to the phrase " nn~/Jnt .- i-n~nw shzilna asf," &c., &c. Rlean- 
while the ~veather  was in  the fullest sensc of the  n-ord At 
5 h.31. the  tcmperaturc never fell below 2ah0 Fah.,  and a t  1 P nr. i t  never 
rose a J ) o ~  e ( j  4' l"r711. in tllc shade. Dllring the wllole period of my stay a t  
31:lzLr-i-Sharif tlicre were not more tllan t ~ v o  or three cloutly days. The  
sliglltcst cloudiness of sky caused i l ~ e  temperature t o  fall ~*npidly;  thus, 
on the :?(It11 T)eccml)er 1878 (1st J;lnnnry 1Y79), the  morning was very 
clondy, nod the tl lcrrnom~(er registrrcd'410 W h .  On one ocradion only 
did a very cold north-wcst mind blow, drivinq hc~fore i t  hoavy leaden-grey 
cloud:. ; ;111cl on this day tilt thermonleter registered a t  I i>.nr .  416O Fall. 
But tllis weather lasted fc)r one dav only. 'l'here mas, as a rule, bu t  very 
littlc willd, and i ts  ay!le;Llance a::d clircct,ion I noticed varied accordillg 
t o  tllc time of day. 'i Il81s the wind woulcl usu:~lly g ~ t  1113 about 1 0  
o'clocl; 2nd continue till :3 or 4 p.nr., when i t  ~ ~ r o u l d  die :lnrnjr altogether. 
O n  cine oec:irion a marlll westerly wind blew, rvbioll raised illc tempera- 
till-c to GI.' l~a l i .  Thc same kind of warm wind sometirlics blows, too, 
from t l ~ c  sontli-enst. Dllt currents of mind fro111 dircctioll are 0111~ 
o1)servcd with a prcssure of at ~nospllere, and wlien this  pressure is relrased 
tllc wind blows from the opposite quarter. Feathery clourls nloved in a 
direction from west to  cast. Up to  this time there had f:rllen neither 
o i ~ e  llal<e of snow nor a single drop of rain ; but  there had 1,cen fogs. 

On  tlie 2 D~cember  1878 (6111 January 1819) I again received 
sever:ll letkers from the members of our Jlissiou, and General Razgcinoff 
i n t i m a t ~ d  t o  mc tha t  the Amir had decided upon staying for several days 
a t  'I1;ish-KnrgBn. He, therefore, invited me to  proceed there also. I 
made rapid preparations accordingly, and left Mazir-i-Sharif for TQsh- 
Kurgiin that  very day. Muhammad-S116h-K11in, t he  Luin6b's brother, 



accompanied me. H e  is a very good lookiug man of about 25 years of 
age, wit11 a type of face more lilie that  of a TBjik than of an AfghLn. 
H e  l ~ a d  been sent by the  Amir from Tish-Iiurgin for the  express purpose 
of accompanying me to tha t  place. 

V"en we came to  Guri-316r, my companion proposed that  we should 
halt tllere for tlle night. Evening was now setting in, and Naibibid, 
the  nearest village, was still clistarit 25 ven t s  (16; miles). Bu t  I was 
filled with so strong a desire to join my companions of the IIission as 
soon as possible, that  I energetically dissented from my companion's pro- 
position. illeauwliile the flame of the wood pile was brightly burning 
a t  the entrance to the quarters a t  (Suri-MLr, and tlle odour, which passed 
over the steppe, indicated the preparation of the nsual kablib. 

Rly companion gently pleaded for a rest, and no less gently suggested 
tha t  we sllould pass the night at' this spot. 

B&h-i-Loi'al, dardz, he assurecl me. Moreover, he went on to say : 
' (A t  night  attacks from robbers are t o  be apprehended. W h a t  will tlle 
Amir-Sihib say wllen 11e learns tha t  I subjected the Doctor-SAhib to 
such dangers on the road? He mill not praise me for this." 

Still I resolutely held out against all his arguments in favour of a 
nigllt's halt  a t  Guri-Mir, and clecicled upon continuing our road. 

Hearing that  I had made up my mind ou the sutrject,, Muhammad- 
Shill  spread his prayer-carpet ou the grcund, turned his face to catch the 
last depart,ing rays of the sun, knelt clown and uttered llis nanzdz-i- 
d i g a ~ .  

By 10 P.M. we had reached NaibAbricl, ancl the last words which I 
wrote in my diary, before retiring to  rcst, were " To-Monnow WILL BE 
C H ~ ~ I S T J X A S  DAY ." 



CHAPTER IV. 

Mg meeting wit11 the  Russian Mission a t  TRsll-1<11rgSn-Stories of t l ~ o  members of t h e  
llissioll reg:~rtling their life at Kib111-Details rcgnrclil~g the  A n g l o - A f ~ l ~ t i n  s t r n p ~ l e -  
Hnsso-Afgllin diplomatic co~.respontlence-Cnnscs of tlle A f g l ~ i n  tlefeate-Tllc re~rolu-  
tion a t  K Jbu l ;  causes wl~ich Iccl to it -CriLic,:~l posillo~l of the  1tr1ssin11 Alission-'l'l~c 
A m i ~ .  leaves I<ibul-\Pil~ter m:~rcIi of tl;e 1tnssi:in hliusion across the  IIind11-11;11sl1-illy 
audience nritll the  Amir Sl1ir-.\li-l<l1:'L11-L)oscri~)tion of his cai11p B I I ~  its s u r r o ~ i i ~ d -  
i n p - I  berolllo the A m ~ r ' s  l'crsonal l'l~ysician. 

THE grcen wheat-fields throng11 which I now rode were i n  sharp 
contrast to  the bar;: steppe recently moistened by the  rain, ~vhich,  
consequently, presented the appearance of a surface blacket~ed as  though 
it had been scorched by a widely-stretching fire. To  the left  the road 
rvas flanked by bright- loolr i~~g fielcls; t o  the rightl, ill the directiou 
of the mountains, stretched a, perfectly l i f e l~s s  steppe. This steppe 
exten& right up  to the very fo:)t of the overhanging mourltain, giants  
which are, so to speak, tlie atlv:~nced posts of the Yaropamisus range. 
Tlie summits of these roclcy giants were, a t  this particular time, covered 
with a glistening mantle of snow ; and fa r  away in the distance, on a 
level with the banks of heavy clouds which obscuretl a good halfl of 
the heavens, notlring could be seen Lut one unl)rolren stretch of ic.e and  
snow. H e ~ e  below, 011 the surface of the smooth s t q p e ,  were falling a 
few clrops of rain,-rain a t  :he very end of December ! 

Whilst  still seine n r ~ s l s  distant from l l i sh-Rurgin ,  we coulcl see a 
whitis11 liae, of semi-circular s h n ] ~ ,  m:~rking the outskirts of the city, 
and lying in a clirection south nut1 west. As we go t  nearer t o  this belt 
of white, out of i t  became gmdu;~l ly  distinguishable tlle outlines of the  
Amir's camp, and sooil ~ v e  conltl n~alce out each separate tent.  Almost 
ill the ccntre of a wllolc city of c:inv:~s one ten t  stood out very promi- 
ncntly, i ts  high cone-shnpcd r o d  towering above tlie surrounding country. 
This \vats the temporary nb de of ille ACgl16n Amir. 

Our cavalcade rode i ~ p  to  tlie ~vcstcrn liirlit of tlle camp, then turned 
sonth\vnrds, a~lcl ~,nssetl t!lrnugll t l ~ e  gates of wllat was left of a wall 
which, i n  former clay<, encircled the c~l t i re  city. W e  then passed for a 
short distance over the t o ~ ~ t n o u s  anrl narrow streets of tlle suhnrbs, 
crossed a rickety bridge thrown over a d e ~ p  and f:lirly wide water-coorep, 
and then I found myselE amongst the me~nbers  oE our Mission. But, 
Mercifnl God! mere ~ l lcse  pcrsons clad in  coarse Afgh:in slleepslrin-coats 
and felt boots, t ha t  stood around me, the membcrs of the Itnssian Mis- 
sion ? Will these people give me n brotherly elnbmce; will they accord 
me a Russian ~relcome ? !-Yes ; they are, indeed, tile menlbers of our 
ill-fntctl Ill ission to  ATgliiiiistin. 

Aftcr thc first sali~tations were a t  an end, a very sholver of cross- 
questio~ls r:li~ird upon me ; C ~ C I I  one st,l*iving to be tire first to  learn 
from me news nl)oilt his relatives and friends who were at Tishkalld ; 
eaclr asklllg for FVCI-y sort of ~ C W E .  B u t  I too plied them with questions 



as to their own manner of life a t  Kibul  ; about the  latest political 
news; about the s tate  of health of the Ami r ;  and, lastly, as to  why they 
were all clad in  Afglidu sheepskin-coats ? 

" Well,  you see,') they all shouted in cliorus, " it's so cold a t  Kdbul 
t h a t  we could not  pride ourselves much on linen or on our summer 
clolhes." 

"And when, 3'011 must  know," they continuetl, "we started from 
TiishkanJ in  the  mouth of May, me nrere told Ly General Stolaitoff 
t h a t  our jorlriley would not last  more tllail two moilths. Why ,  then, 
encumber ourselves with a supply of w i l~ l e r  c l o t l ~ i l ~ q ?  And l i o ~ ~ ,  
indeed, co~ild \vc buy any  when tlie monpy a t  our clisl)osal was so cut 
clown ? TVc hat1 to  live a t  I<iibiil for four  whole months, and cold and 
snow are not one's brothers. TVliy not w;sp u p  tli:n in a poshteen; 
it 's not n Lad sort of garment.  And c~l.t:linly the ylo.s4feel~s mhic.11 m y  
brethren of Ihc Missio~l were \vcaring were. very goo(! ones, and mould 
have passctl muster \\-it11 any  European critic. The reader is already ac- 
quainted with s p o x l l t ~ e t ~  from tlie description given i n  Chapter I X  of 
m y  first volumr. Every Cossack, too, att:~ched l o  the  Alission had 
servetl out to hinl a I<ihul poslllee~z of a n  i~ifcrior liilld. hlalevinski mas 

tl iro~~gliorlt  in Afgliin costume. 
fi  Uut wily are we all standing outside? let us go i n t o  our tent,," pro- 

p ~ ~ e ( l  General l<iizgGnolT. 
The t c n t  was a large canvas one, of the pattern k m w n  as  a clouble- 

pole and dau1)le-fly;* aud on tlie bare grouncl were spread felts aild 
carppts. Close t o  tlie ~valls mere ranged tw?  or three camp-beds. Ben- 
derski and Jlalevinski s ler t  on the  gronnd. Soon my traps had been 
unlondetl, ant1 my camp-bed was pllcccl alol~xqide the others. 

Uesicles m y  Tishkand news, which 11 b\vever 11ad become somewl~at 
stale aEter m y  two weelis' detention a t  AIuzir-i-Sharif, I brought for the 
men~ber s  of our Jlission, vnrious articles, sucll as small parcels, warm 
clot,lling, books, tea, sugar, tobacco, kc . ,  kc .  I must here observe tllat 
eve ry t l l i~~g  sent from 'l'iisli1;ancl to the mcml~ers  of the  RIission by tlieir 
reln.tions or friends I took :it m y  own expense. I n  spite of my 1el)rcsen- 
tstions, the TLishkand authorities sefuced to n.;sicn means t o  e11aLlc me 
t o  hire even one pack aain1:d belonqi~ig to t!ie State for tlic transl3ort of 
articles for tlie meml~ers of our I i  i bu l  h l i s s i o ~ ~ .  

This is what m y  fellow-count~*ymen and  comracles t ,ld m c  nhout 
tllpir liEe a t  I<il)nl, and a l~uu t  the military and political cvents which 
had tnlien place during tlleir s tay there. 

" W ~ l l ,  yo11 rnmt  li~low," began General R&zg6iioff, (' tha t  Gcneral 
Stolaitoff explained liis sudden departure from I<ibr~l  by tlle i:npc~rative 
necessity for his havi r~g  a pe r son~ l  interview with Cfcln~ral ICa~iEmann, in  
order to  make his report on t h ~  events which llacl recently occt~ri.cd on tlle 
Anglo-AfgbBn f ron tirr. I Ie  travelled alone, and not \;.it11 the Mission, 
because he  said he \ v i s l i ~ ~ l  to  save time. I i e  then told us all t ha t  trhe 
rest of the Mission would not be h i a d e r ~ d  by his dcparturc from ILibul. 

" The Amir-Siliil)," said General S tolaitoff, " wishes to  send a large 
Mission t o  Tishkand, with a member of the ruling house a t  it,s hcad. 

* Of course, this is ~ l o t  the exact pl~r~~seology used i l l  tho Rriasinn text ; but that is ~ l i s t  
the author incahq to convey. Morcnver, I have ~~clopted wolds that ere familiar to thoee 
who know India and 111dinn cemp life well.-W. B. Q. 



And since such a large Mission cannot be equipped and started off with 
great rapidity, the renlaini~rg members of the Russian Mission must 
remain a t  Kjbul  ulltil sufficient time has elapsed to admit of the necessary 
preplrations, per1lal)s two or tliree ~veeh-s, not mom." 

" I had no reasori to disbelieve this statement," continued General 
Razq6noff; "but  as General Stjolaitoff took you, doctor, with him, I 
declareti t o  him tha t  i t  woulcl not be riglrt tha t  the  Alission should remain 
for au  indetinite time ~vi thout  a doctor, because we had already some sick 
C o ~ s a c l i ~ .  To this General Stolaitoff replied tllat he would probally 
come out to meet our Alission, or tha t  he would ' i n  any case send you back 
to the i\Iission.' Accordingly, we remained at KSbul with such assu- 
rances. The two or three \\reeks spoken of passed away;  but  abont t he  
departure of au  Afghiiu ;\fission to  Ta'sh1;aud tlie Amir never meutioned 
a word ; indeed, of any  preparations in regard to  one there was no news. 
Dovcha-IChiin, the war minister wlio llad acco~npanied General StolaitofE 
from IiiLul, never once came near us, and the \l'azir visited us b n t  very 
selJom. Seeing that  no sort of preparations wcre being made, I decided 
upon asl;iug theeAmir w!ren the proposed Afghin  lfission would s tar t  
from ILibul for TSchlia~lcl. The answer to  this question was quite unps- 
pected by me. " Of ~v:lat  Mission is the Colonel-Sihib spesking?" 
enquired the Amir. 

I espre~setl my astt~ui.;hment a t  this sort of interrogatirc answer, and 
I said : " 'l'he Alnir-S5liil) knows about this 3lission as nlell as and even 
better than I clo." Bu t  II\)W came the An~ir 's  till-n. Surprise was express- 
ed 011 his conntenm1('e, ; ~ n d  he remained absolutelg silent. I then related 
to him \vll:it General S! c!:~itoff hail tdld rile regarding the proposal to send 
a 1:tr~e ACglAn Alission to  Tisliliand. The Amir remarked ivitll as- 
tonisllment tha t  he hn(1 nevpr t l~ongll t  of despatching any such Rlission, 
except the usual I)el.scllls nhom he had sent with General Stolaitoff to 
T5.;l1li:tnd, a~l t l  that  tllcse persons mere merely sent out of a mark of 
respect* to the head o l  tl,e Kussiau RIission no& in his capital. From 
this statement i t  becnn~e cvideut tha t  the ltussian Mission a t  Kiibul would 
remain tllpre for an  i~l(lefirlite period; but  why ? An answer to  t'llis 
qi~rst ior~ I never coultl ol.tain, for General Stolait'off i n  sett iug out From 
Kibnl ,  Lesitlcs nlsking 11p tlie story aborlt tlie despatcll of an AfghBn 
i\J.ission, left wit11 me no instructions a t  all. 

d n r  friendly conversaliou was long carried on. It would be very 
dilficult for me to  repeat what each iudividual member of the  Mission 
sai (1. 

I will therefore endeavour t o  narrate tlle whole purport of their 
story in  my onrn words. That  portion of our Kiibul Rlission which 
General Stolaitoff left behint1 received no news of any  kind either from 
Tishltnud or European Russia up to  the  end oE September (O.S.). I 
do not know how i t  happened tha t  my letters, written a t  Siimarkand 

* 0 1 1  this srmhjc~t t l ~ c  A~nir Slmir-Ali-Iilian wrote to General Iianfinnnnon tlie 9th (21st) 
A n ~ ~ i s t  IH7H as folloa s : " Wit11 our pernlission, tlic General (Stolnitoff) llns set out from 
our capital, all11 \\,ill s o o ~ ~  be with you, o w  denr friend, and llc will commnunicate to you the 
contlitio~i of all omir nff:lirs. As n I I ~ : L I ' ~ <  of our I Y S P C C ~ ,  we hare nppointctl and do send witll 
tlic O~ncrs l  to '1'6sllknn.l pcr5olmq of l ~ i g l ~  rank hc lo~~qing  to our Ilo~lsel~oltl, viz., h-a'mndb 
~~i1~aa-Miil1:tm1natl-l~119~ni11 a1111 A ~ ~ ~ ~ - G ~ I I I I ~ I ~ - I I ~ ~ I ~ : I ~ - K ~ I ~ I ~ .  and with t , l~e~n two officers.'' 
From thle the rcder  will see there is not a single nrortl nl~out any proposal to send the large 
AfglliLn Miesion of which General Stolaitoff hall m d e  etatemente.-Author. 

7 



immed in te l~  aFtw my retnrn fronl AfgliBnist611, which I made over to  
General Stolaitoff for d e s p ~ t c h  to  Kabul with other letters, were not 
received by tllc Missioli. I can only suppose, of conrse, t ha t  they \\.ere 
not forwartletl to their ncldress, for General Stu1:titoff himsclf a t  this time 
ditl not write a single line to the Mission. I t  was only a t  the of 
Septembe~. (0 .S  ) t ha t  tlie General wrote t he  3Iission a short letter which 
contained the  illformatinn that,  " by Imperial order, the  Mission woultl 
rernilin a t  I<&'olil unt i l  special instructions were sent,"* and General 
K:~~~Frn: t t i~ l  cornrnar~it~nted the same intlmntion in his lettcr of the 2 l s t  
Srpt ,~ml)cr  (:31.tl October). It was in this lrt ter t h a t  the Governor-Gen~ral 
wrote that  t lie Missi~ri ,  in i ts  I elations with the Amir, should Ije ex- 
tremely c :~~i t ions ,  bemuse the Irnperial Government had 11ot decided on 
affording him any  military assistance, aucl that ,  if the question sl~ould Le 
scttletl in t l l ~  altirmative, Rnssian troops.could not be i n  IC,il)ul before 
the  montll of February. I n  conveying the Rmperor's order for tlie 
Rnssi;tn hlission t o  rernain a t  ICiil~ul, General KauEmann, however, re- 
cognisrd th:~t i t  must qnit  Kiibul in the event of t he  Engliqh b ~ g i n n i n g  
milit:u-y operations against Afgllinistgn. Further on iri the same letter 
lie eal)l:liricd the p l a~ l  oT fa ture  military operations which he t,hou:ht the 
F:n,rrlish wonltl follow in AFgh,inistiin, and lie h ~ r e  espressetl the  opinion 
tli:it tlie Knram valley and tlie Bvliri pass mnultl be thc chief lines they 
\vonl(l :dopt,  since they wonl(1 probably considcr tha t  tlie Icl~aibar route 
\\.as i mprac ticnble. General Kaufmnnn then ntlvised General llazg61ioff 
t o  i r ~ s t r ~ ~ c t  the Afgbrios to  carry on war principally a p i n s t  the  rear 
and  the lines of their enemy's communications. Geoernl I<aufn~arir\ 
wcnt on to say t h a t  he had not yet  rec:eiv~d any ticlings of General 
Stolaitoff, who had started from Tishkand for Lividia  on the 10th 
(22ncl) Srptemher. 

While, therefore, the Russian Mission remained a t  K i b u l  in complete 
ignorance as  t o  why i t  did so, and  as t o  whether Russia was doing, or 
rather mas going to  do, anything in the  AfghLn question, the English 
were actively preparing for mar with the Amir. The Russian newspapers 
mere full of assurances tha t  1l:ngland could not begin mar with Afghjn-  
i s t in  before the  spring of 1879. Meanwhile three corps of the Anqlo- 
Indian army were ready by the end of Septemher to  make an  immediate 
advance along three lines. This may be conclnded too from tlie tone, 
evincing strength and assurance of success, which was sounded in the 
cot.responclence between tlie Anglo-Indian Government and the Amir of 
Afghinisti in.  Shir-Ali himself a t  no time made any error as  to the 
intentions of his enemy and as to their prepare(1ness for an  immediate 

Before his departure from Tlishkand, Cf~meral Stolaihff  wrote t o  Shri l l -M~~l~amrnnd- 
Khrin, t h e  Amir'a Wazir a t  KBhnl, a s  follows : " Thnnka he to  Ciocl I have renchcd TIisllkend 
snfely, and a t  t h e  auspicious moment presented myself t o  the  ITa'rim-Pa'dishn'h. Day and 
n igh t  I am endeavouring to fu r tber  our affairs, and llope t h a t  I ahall eucceed i n  so doing. 
To-day I am lenving T.4sbknnd in order to  llnve a n  interview with t h e  Emperor, a ~ l d  t o  
verball y represent to His Majesty the etate of our affaira. I f  God should think fit, nll t h a t  
ir needful will be done ant1 approved. I hope t h a t  t h o ~ e  who d e ~ i r e  to  enter K i h l ~ l  from 
t h e  rest will perceive tha t  the  door is shnt.  Then, pray Ood, they will he defented. 1 
hope that  you will convey my reepects t o  Hie Highness the Amir. MRJ Ood gmnt hiln a long 
life, and improve the  ntate of his I~ra l th .  Remain well your.self, and be asa~lretl that,  with t h e  
bleming of God, our affairs will be a r r a n ~ e d .  E s t r n c t  f rom Corro.~pondence respectin-q ?fairs 
i n  C ~ n t r a l  Asia, presented to  both Housea of Parl iament  by command of H e r  M a j e r f y ,  
No. 1 01 1881.-Author. 



advance.* This knowledge on his par t  can be traced in  the letter which 
he addressecl on the 25th September (7th October) 1878 t o  tlie Governor- 
General of Russian-llutkisti~l. 

"After sincere espressioll of the feelings of friendship, be i t  lcnown 
t o  Your Excellency," wrote tlle Amir, " t ha t  the condition oE the affairs 
of this connt,ry since tlie departure from the capital of Afghinis t in  for 
Tishkand of the Envoy of the Russian Government, General Stolnitoff, 
have talten suc l~  a turn that the troops of the shameless English have 
1)eg~ln open hostility with tlie sovereignty conferred updn me Rom 
above, and have firmly bound on themselves the girdle of enmity. 
XI1 this, however, is probably known t o  you from the Culonel's - 

1etters.t 
(' They have a t  t,bis present time arrived a t  the Kl~aibar  border of 

my-God-g ran t~d  sovereignty, and have prepared t o  begin war. The 
matter has only now begun. I n  a word, decency and good relations 
have pssseLi away, and have left b e l ~ i l ~ d  tliem the beginning of war 
(they are now probably beginning war). The troops of my God- 
granted sovere ig~~ty  must, in proportion to their strengtli, defend the  
frontier themselves and their property; this they will do as  far  as  may .. . 
be possible. 

"The  flame of this meanness (quarrel), of this enmity (malice), 
will never be q~ienched, and you wlll often receive news of collisions 
between the Britisll ancl AfghAn sovereignties. 

" I pray yon, for friendship's sake, not to a!,andon your consideration, 
atten tion, ant1 ul-rnugemcnts." 

I t  is natul.al that,  from his demands for assistance, t he  Amir should 
have turned, in tllp tirst i~istance, to tlie Russian RIission a t  I(abu1; and  
herein nus pxpresse~l tlie tllorouqh i1isupl)ort:rble11ess and, iT you will, the  
comit:al sitle oS the position of the 1tussi;in Rlission. The illission could 
rn:~lie no aus\irer to the qnestioils of the Amir  and of llis rninis te~.~.  
'l'll;~t it could not say one single wortl, bcvnuse i t  was so ordered by 
s r ~ p e ~ i o r  nutllority, would have beell in the natlirnl order of tliings. B u t  
it was obliged to re~rrain silent l~eca~ise i t  was l ~ ~ r f e c t l y  ignor;lnt of what  
t o  say. General Stolaitoff had never conzmullicated to  the membcrs of 
the Mission one word regarding his confidential conferences mith the 
Arnir. The RiIission, therefore, did not  know what he had and what  lie 
11:d not promised t o  Yhir-Ali. Aleanwllile the Amir declared tha t  
General Stolnitoff had assured him he would return t o  Kibul  a t  tlie 
head of 30,000 men. 

'l'he Arnir was collstantly asking, l1 How soon will General Stolaitoff 
return to Kibul  mith the  Sussian troops ? Will  military aid be sent 
t o  me soon ?" 

How, then, could General Razg6noff r ~ p l y  t o  the  questions, when 
General Stolaitoff had told him notliiug whilst he was at KLbul, and  
when the first intimation on tlie subject I V ~ S  only received from General 
Iial~f 'mann in tlie beginning of October ? Truly the Itussiau Mission a t  
--- -- - - 

* 'I'hrrc i~ ~ l o t l ~ i n g  uurpri~irig in the fact that the Englis11 were quite ready for a war 
with Afqll:iliistin, ~ee i i ig  that tlicy Il:rd bc,gnn to prcllnre for i t  in tllc. spring of 1877, when 
the co~~fcrc l~ccs  at  1'csh;iwnr bct\reei~ tlie Englisl~ ail11 Afg l l i l~~  dil)lomatic agentn showed that 
the Amir Sllir-Ali Kl~rin was mesly of the state of vussalshiy which he w01r under in 
respect of the Anglo-Indian Fhn~~il.e.-Attlhor. 

t i.e., Qeueral N. O. liazg6noff.-~uthor. 



K4bul had t o  live through a bard time, but still greater misfortunes 
awaited it. 

At the  end of September (0. S.) General Ra(zg6noff advised-of 
course, nothing else was left  to  him but  i;o offer :~clvice-the Amir to write 
a l e t t e r  t o  the Russiau Emperor. The following is a rescript of l ~ h a t  
he  said* :- 

" Since, acco~ding  t o  the demands of frientlsllip and good-breeding, it 
is imperative thnt  I should acquaint your Impcri:~.l Majesty regarding the 
course of certain circumstances and occurrences, I beg tha t  you will permit 
me t o  write t o  you to say that ,  from the time tile door of friendly relations 
wns opened between the powerful Government of your and this 
God-protected Government, and from the date of the opening of friendly 
commnrrications between the two, t l ~ e  11eart.s of the office1.s of the British 
Government ha-ve felt insulted. Tliey have fur a time weariecl a n d  
disquieted the serva~its  of this God-granted Goverriment, ancl have display- 
ed much unfriendly conduct, whic l~  is not in  accord with the conditions 
of neighbourhood. The  lire of their evil-mindetlness and of their cunning 
had not yet gone out when the Mission of your 3lajesty came to  my 
capital a t  KQbul, and began t o  s t r ing tlie pearls of f'riendly feelings on 
tlie t,hrends of this sovereignty. This event increns~d their (the Eng-  
lish) opposition ant1 enmity. On t,he arrival of your Majesty's Alission, 
they displayed their hostile behaviour in  public, and on many occasions 
conducted themselves dishonourably, showing tllrir enmity in  m:lny a,nd 
various ways. First oE all they came to  Jnmrcitl, a pl;rce within my 
territory, with a multitncle of persons, whom tlicy calletl thr~ir  jpitles, 
who Iw'rc: evic!e~it.ly en t r~ ls t rd  wit11 the task of callsing evil to this God- 
wl*ant~tl G,)vernment, and they wished to pass on, wi~l iont  pe~*mission, to e 
m y  capital to  carry out t.lleir own desires, r i z . ,  t,o in~i11t the Mission 
oPvorir A'lnjesty. B u t  when the oficials a t  ~ n y  frontier posts ant1 the 
olliiers of this C;od-Kr~tnljed G o v e r n m e n t  s t l ~ c k  tlle hearts of their wisl~es 
by tlic arru of refusal, s:t,ying that  to cement friendly relations by force 
a;ld to send a Mission wit,h such a cro~vd and npronr was contrary t o  
the customs of every nation, t l ~ e y  returned to Pcshziwar, and are now 
occupietl with organising a campaign against Afghinist6n, sending their 
procl;tmations of war to every corner and crooked lane, and malting use 
of every endeavour so thnt  they may destroy the founclations of the  
AfKllin monarchy. Notwithstanding all  this, the ofice]-s of our God- 
grantcltl G o v e r n m ~ n t  have as  yet done nothing unkind or hostile t o  
them, a.ncl tlley will look lipon their first act of host,ilit,y as on a n  incau- 
tious and foolish deed. B u t  the more we pnrsr~e t'his course, the more 
host,ile will be their action. The Brit~ish Government stands, a t  this  
time, in  the same position as regards the Afgll6u Government tha t  it 
occupied 40 years ago, when the Envoy of the famous Russian Govern- 
men t  and the Agent of the British Government, both came to Afghinis- 
t , in.  The late Amir, guided by sound sense, preferred tlie friendship of 
yoor Imperial Majesty's predecessor t o  tlie f r i n l l i p  of tlie U~-it.ish 
Goverllment, in conseqnence of whicll Afghri~~isihri sriffered tha t  which 
it suffered. I n  short, the English h:,ve ag:~, i t~ d~l(nid~d upon war, and 
the su1)jccts of this God-gr2.n ted (foverilrnt:~l t \vi l l  or1c.p: more tlefer~rl 
their frontier, livcs, and property 3.9 for as t l ~ e i r  st.rength mill alllow of 

_-  .-. - - - - - - --- ~- - ~ .- - . ~  

* T;hlien from C ~ n l ~ . a l  Asian Corrupo~idence, enclosure No. 36.-Author. 



t h e i r  doing. Let us see how Providence will end th i s  mar, and may 
H e  gran t  t h a t  it may be averted. 

" T h e  above is  a brief exposition of t h r  s ta te  of affairs from tlie begin- 
n ing  t o  t h e  end, and  SO I w i l e  i t  for your lmper ia l  BL;~jesty's inform- 
ation, and I hope t h a t  your  i\In jesty will be so lii nd as t o  send me friend- 
ly  aid, corresponcling t o  t h e  greatness of your Imperial  Majes ty ,  f o r  
the maintenance of peace in Afgh611istBu." 

A t  the  s ; m e  time, no t  having 11~a1.d from G ~ n e w l  Stolaitoff fo r  a l o n g  
time, the Amir decided t o  write t o  liim also, informing h im t o o  of t h e  
s t a te  of affairs i n  Afgh6nistiiu. T h e  following is a tex t  of this l ~ t t e r  :- 

Dul.ing t h e  t ime  you were at t , ! ~  capit'al (IC6bul) a n d  carried 
on friendly cont 'er~nces wit,ll me, you i l l f o r m ~ d  me  of t h e  evil inten- 
tions of t h e  EnYlisll rvith regard t o  t h e  A f ~ l l i i n s .  lirom t h e  d a t e  ' , 
of your depa.rture for TBshkand t,heir hostile relat '~ous have become fro111 
da.y t o  day  worse a,ild worse, : L I I ~  11:lve Ialely been disl)lsyed both clearly 
and  ope11 lg. You have alreatly beell m : d e  a,ccl~ini I I  tell wi th  t h e  position 
of sl.ff:~irs by t.he let,ters of the  Colouel (Kazg611oB). A snfficiently l o n g  
t ime  1:a.s p a s ~ e d  aw:iy since I have receivetl a n y  news of you. Circuln- 
s t n ~ ~ c e s  no longer permit me  t o  Ilol]e for a pe:~cel'~il solution of t h e  
m:tttel.. W a r  is, incleerl, un:~voitlable, and t'hey are  t,lie aggressors. 
It' it, had been in the  power of t h e  oflicials of th is  (;od-gra,l~ted GOV- 
erntnent,, they mould have averled a ruptu~.e  by mnliing concessions; 
but now it remaills only t o  observe \vhat sh;ill up1)ea.r f rom behind t . 1 ~  
cul-ta.il~ (of dest iny) .  

" I II;LVP lost 119 t ime  in con~innn ica t ing  t'he circumstances above set 
fort.11 to Ir is  I~npcr in l  l\l;rjesty tlle Ts i r ,  and  lil;ewise t o  General Kanf -  
I .  SOW I infornl yo11 also so t l u t  you nla,y show m e  sucah f r iendly  
a:.!;iqt:~nco as  m a y  seem fittin:; t o  yon, and as  sllall become t h e  great,ncss 
of I-Iia 111npel.ial ; \ f a j ~ s t , y  the  I+:mp~~.or."* 

I 3 u t  1)c~i'orc t,his rrac11c.d Grjn~ml Stola.it,off, he  sent  a le t ter  t,o 
Af;:llrinistil~, i l l  which lle corn!nr~!lic.~tcd t.he news of his al.riva,l a t  
J .~i \~i t l i :~ . ,  and a,n a c c * o ~ ~ ~ l t  of his  etforts on l)ell:r,lf (IE A f g l l i i ~ ~ i ~ h i n ,  kc., k c .  
I 1  l l ~ i s  I~t.lei. wn;, n1rittco i n  Y c J ~ s ~ ~ \ : I ,  l l ~ t  siniv? R llol*t,ioil of i t s  o r t 1 1 ~ -  
gl-:~l)lly IV:IS I I ; I C ~ ,  an(l one wo1~c1 \iT:ts of ten used in plnce ot' nnothsl-: tile 
I . ~ ; I ~ ~ I I ;  o f  t , l~is 1 c t . t ~ r  \V:I.S a t;~.sl\ of very g r ~ : ~ . t  ~ l i l l i c t ~ l t ~ ,  for i t  t001; a 
\\rllolc \ \ ~ ( ~ l i  f o r  t l i ~  hrnil* ant1 t,i10 hIi>sio~r t80 tliscover i t s  meaning. 'l'lle 

f ~ l l o n  i l~ ( r  ]7111.;1se \vns c.spc:c*i;~.lly unint,c~lliyil)le to  i i f g l ~ i n s  :-" O~lr  (jov- 
n. 

e ~ . l ~ m r l ~ t  I S  :IS ~ r ~ i l ~ l c s s  as :r. (love and :is wise a s  a serpent." I give 
a trir~lsi;ltion of th is  e s t r : l o r t l i ~ ~ a r ~  let ter  :- 

" From Cetle~.nI! Stolaitofl' t o  tlle Tazv.ir SAtih-Jir~hnmrmad-Klrci~z. 
"First ,  of all, I hope t h a t  you rvill be so 1;i:ld as to  C O I I V P ~  m y  

r ~ s p e ( % s  to  tlie Amir.  AIay God gi.snt  him a long  life, and  rn:ty I ie 
irnl)rovc llis h ~ i ~ l t l l  ! I slliiil n.lwnys rerntrnhrr his l i ~ n g l y  l~ospi ta l i ty .  I 
am r n p g r d  day  and  nigllt in  his :~ff:tirs, and,  tlia,nl; God, my endeavours 
li;~.vc not I)CPO wit.hout si~ccess. H i s  Majes ty  t h e  g rea t  E m p ~ r o r  and  
tlln sinrcre friend of the  Amir  and  of Afghiinist in will do everything 
t l ~ a t  I IP  considers is necessary. Dor~btless you have not  forgotten w h a t  
I said to  you, oiz., t h a t  the  affairs of a sovereignty a r e  l ike a country  

-- 
*'Central Anion Correnpondsnce, encloeure No. 37.-Author. 



whicli is covered with innumerable mountains, valleys, and rivers, so tha t  
he, who is s i t t ing on a high hill, can observe everything below him. 
Tllrongh the decree and power of God, there is no other Empire like 
t h a t  of our great  Enperor .  M a y  God prolong his days. Therefore, 
everything that  our Government advises you ought  t o  do. I tell you 
t ru ly  tha t  our Government is wise like a serpeuL and guileless like a 
dove. There are many things which you cannot underst;lnd, but wllicll 
our. Government comprehends perfectly. It often liappe~ls that wllich 
does not a t  first please us proves a blessing to us  afterwarde. 
Now, my good friend, you must  know tha t  the elielny of your glorioas 
religion wishes to  conclude a pence with you through the  medium of the 
Turkish Sul t in .  Therefore you must be guided by your brethren nrllo 
dwell on the other side of the river (Amu-Daria). I f  God strengthens 
them, and placc~s in  their hands the sword of war, then advance, invoking 
the Divine hand. I n  other words, you should be like a serpeut, out- 
wardly show a desire for peace, but  secretly prepare for nlar, oud when 
God shall give the sicrn, declare yourselves ! It would have beell well 

? 
i f ,  when the envoy of your enemy hacl \vished to  enter your country, 
you, in  your turn, had sent to the  country of your enemy a special 
envoy possessed of a. serpent's tongue, full of cunning, so that,  
wit11 soft speech, he might  1i:~ve misled your enemy's understanding, 
and  have induced him to  refrain from f ight iuq with you. My dear 
f liand, I contide you t o  tlie Providence of God. May God protect 
tile sovereignty of the Amir, and may the limbs of your enemies 
shalre. AMEN." 

It is i l ~ t e l l i ~ i h l e  then tha t  when the  Amir received this  letter, he 
asked the Rrlssisn 3lission to  expl:rin i ts  cor i te~~ts ,  and also what were 
the cg(Jneral intelltioos of the Russian Governrnent. 

' < W h y  does not C;cner;~l S to l~~i tof f  write regarding the military 
which he promised me ?" asked the Amir oE General 1 3 ~ ~ ~ 6 -  

noff. 
]3nt w\lat could the General answer to tliis question ? H e  co~il(l 

only a 1 do not know." Tlre same answer had, l~ov~ever ,  to i,e (riven 
'? 

so of ten that with each " I  (lo not know" tlie Amir gut perkectly 
furious. 

(( Who then is t o  know?" returned he. " Are you not tile envoy 
from Kussin ? You then cert,ainly c)nght to k1~ow.') 

Rassia's envoy had tllcn to resort t o  the a n w e r  t l ~ n t  fresh instroc- 
tiolls mere " expected " from General Kaufm:lnn. Brit (fenera,I Icanf- 
mnnn very seltlom wrote to General RazgbnotT, i ~ n d  wlicn he did so ],is 
letters co l , ta in~d little oE a con~for t ing  nature. Thus, in liis let,ter of 
the  22nd October (3rd Noveml~er),  supposing tha t  the Anglo-Afgliin 
mar llacl already begun, or wonltl soon I~egin, he recommentlrd (3eneral 
K.azg6noff to  connsel tlie Amir to (*onelude a peace w i tlr 16npland) or, as lie 
expressed himself, " t o  l l ~ l ~ l  out to the English t,lie olivc-branch of peace. 
I n  the same letter General ICanfmnnn spoke positively to the effect 
tllat he could not assist tlie Arnir with troops, " as I llave not received 
the Sovereign Emperor's permission to  do so." Further on he begged 
tha t  his sdvlce might  be communicated to  the Amir to release his son 
Yak&b-Khin from confinement, and to  reconcile himself to his adherents. 
Gelleral Kaufrnann had intended to send the AfgllBns 10,000 or 15,000 



needle-rifles, or 6,000 muzzle-:oading rifles; bu t  he cocld not  do t'his, 
since he had not  received permission t o  do so from the  Central Govern- 
ment. 

As regards General Stolaitoff, General Kaufmann told the members 
9E the 1tussi:in Missloll that he had only received one telegram from him, 
announcing his arrival a t  LivLdia, and nothing more. 

A t  this time General Kaufmaun wrote tlle following letter t o  Sllir- 
Ali :- 

" After sincere wishes for your healtll and prosperity," he wrote, '' LP 
it known to  you as Eollows- ,J 

" Yolir friendly letter, dated 12th ShawLI, I received a t  TAsllltand on 
the 16th (28th) October, and have unclerstood its contents. 

" I sent by telegram a brief summary of your letter adtlreswd t o  His 
Majesty the Great Sovereign Emperor. The letter itself, and  also the  
one addressed to (;enera1 Stolaitoff, I have despatched by courier t o  
LivClia, ~vhere my Sovereigm is now residing. 

I think i t  necessary to inform Your Higl~ness t ha t  the English, as 
I very well kuow, are disposed to make a fresh effort to  come to  terms 
with you. On my own part, and as y,-ollr friend, in  t h i~ ik inq  over what I 
sllould advise you, I counsel Yonr Highness, if tlle English, as I am 
sure they w i ~ l h o ,  take a siep to~vards n la t ing  peace with yo11, t o  hold 
oa t  to  them also the olive-branch of ]>Pace. Ancl may the Most H i g h  
God preserve you for the good of your subjects." 

Both these letters were onlv received a t  I<;iLul on the 7th ( 1  9 th)  
November, i.e., one da,y before the  expiration of tlie period allo~ved t o  
t l l ~  Alnir in the 1 ~ 1 1 ~ l i s l l  7 i l l i 1 n n f 1 t t ~ t .  Notwithstanding this, ant1 also the  
fact that  the military preparations of t h e  Amir wpre f~ l l l y  coml,lcted, he, 
with Chneral Kazg6uoff)s advice, sent off to  the Euglisll tlle " olive- 
])ranch of pcace." 

Immetliately lie receivecl General ICanfmann's letter, dated 2 l s t  
October (.!ntl Rovcrnhor), Sllir-Ali sent off his answer. This letter, 
wllich was tvittcn on the Sth (2Otl1) NovemLer, and  which was despatch- 
etl t,o 'l'5sllk;~n(l the same day, ran :is follows :- 

" After a d~~clul~ntion of friendly sentimetlts, be i t  known to  your 
frieiiclly and well-disl~osed mind tha t  your frlentlly letter of the 2Znd 
October (3rd Noveml~e!.), 8 th  Zul-I<aatln of the year 1295 H., we have 
reccivcd iind 11:ive nndel.st,oocl its  content,^. 

" Prwiorls to the arrival of your letter, we received from the Bri- 
ti41 (;overnrnrnt a hostile l~ t . t e r ,  couchetl in  hanght,y sc.ve1.e Ian- 
F;U:IXP.* 'I'llis we read, and then gave tlw t e s t  (in $!ng.Iish) to  the E:nvoy 
of the sovcrcignt,y of worltl-wide fame, General HazX6noff, and he, 
hnvillc tmnslatetl i t  into tlle Russian 1atigu:lge) despatched i t  t o  your 
1Sscellency." 

" A t  ihe timc tha t  m n  were prc1)arccl to write an  answrr acceding t o  
thcir (the 1+2nglish) demands, we received your letter. You have written 
to Iia to say tha t  we should hold out to them the olive-branch of peace. 
Altlloligh we know t,lie ll:ngl~sh, and tha t  they will in  no case cross the 
hands and refrain from entertaining towards this God-granted Govern- 
ment  enmity and hanghtiness, that  this business now only awaits the first 
- - - - - - --. -- -- - - - - - - -. 

+ 'l'l~is r ~ m n r k  refers to tlie ultimalum wlrich the Ellglisll sent at thie time to Shir-Ali- 
KhBn.-Author. 



shot,  and t h a t  thry have no tllought of casting aside enmity and establish. 
ing friendship, yet!, agreeably t o  your advice a t ~ d  the dit-edions of His 
hla,iesty the  t311i!)rn)r, we have lield out to  tliem tlre olive-branch of peace 
by sendin: to t Ilr>rn a fl.icir~(lly letter with affable words. W e  sencl with 
illi.: a cop!. of tlre I e t t t ~  which we 11:rve despatched to them. Yrltl, our 
wcll-disposed friend, mill perceive and know the essence of the affair 
and of the views of Britain towards AFghiinistin. 

" I wish, dear friend, t l ~ a t  yon may always be prosperolls and 
happy." 

Uut tl-P Amir's " olive-branch " did not reach Ali-Masjid till the 10th 
(23utl) Novenlber, by whi1.h (late the war was in full progress, so that 
t he  Afghritl who took i t  immediately went back without entering into 
any negotiations. Nevertheless, C;ellei-,ll Razg6noff once more counselled 
the  Amir to offer pcace to the  13llglis11, :~nd the Amir again took his 
advice; bu t  for the second time tlie Amir's letter to  the English com- 
manders was too late, since i t  only reached the frontier on the 17th 
(29tll) November, by which time the English hat1 defeated the Afglljns 
on Knrnm line, and had occul~ied bolh the  Yaiwir-Kotal and the 
Shntar-gai.dan passes, 

I n  consequence of this, circumstances became so complicated, tha t  
bloody straggle between the E ~ ~ g l i s h  and tlie .Afgliins had, of neces- 

sity, t o  rnn i ts  csoui-se. 
Dllrincr the whole pried between the 1 i tll (23r(l) August, the date  

? of the  arrival of the 1tussi:tn Mission at I(ibu1, al~cl tha t  on which the  
~ h t  bpiilrp Ali-JIasj~d tool; place, the Rlissisn iklission remained with- fi, 

i n  the four  walls oE tlle %la-His-St., without once put t ing foot outside. 
negoti:Ltions which were cn I I ic~ll on hetween our hI1ssion and the 

Amir  wpre condr~cltetl c l ~ ~ r ~ l l y  l~etween General Razg6nofE and certain 
AfghAn the interl~rrter being XazirotF. The other members of 
tl,,? \I issi()n were scarcely ever deemecl worthy of the Ilonour of being 
invitcbrl t o  p r e ~ e n t  a t  the meetings between General Razg6noff and the 
oficiil]s of tile Afqhrin Cfa)vcrnment,. Thc secrecy with which (;eneral 
Rozg6iloff cnndtictrd these negoti:~tions was carried to such an  extent, 
that  if into tlie 11;~ll t l ~ a t  was used by all the meml~ers of tlip l l ission 
conjointly t h ~  IYazir ciime and opened a political conversation, Grn-  

RazgGnoff, ~vi thout  the slightest ceremony, would invite all tl:e 
members of the  Mission to  withdranr, except the interpreter Naziroff. 
Strange arrangement ; h~canse  Gcneral l-lnzqGnoff had really nothing 
of a secret nature to hitle; ilitleed, he himself subseql~ently relatetl to  
tile otlier memhcrs of the Mission the whole purport of his confcrencps 
and of his relations. Why, tlien, play the farce in secret? The ado,,- 
tiou of this course did but tlie more intensify the alrpady uncomfortal~le 
impression held by the  members of the Mission, who had to  spend their 
rnhole existence within the limit of four walls. 

This k ~ n d  of sojonrn could not have been a cheerful one on mhom- 
soever imposed, but i t  became positively unendurable when, during it, 
the thought arose that,  perhaps, the presence of the R u ~ g i a n  Mission a t  
KBbnl had been the cause, even though indirect, of the war between 
England end Afghinis t in .  

To this  it i s  necessary to add tha t  the Russian Mission was very 
far from enjoying the same respect t h a t  it d i J  during the first days 



of its arrival. From the  Sird6rs down t o  the common people, every 
Afgllhn held the Russian Mission to be the sole cause of the  ~ o l i -  
tical complications tha t  had arisen, and of the now inevitable war 

England. The  Amir and  his ministers constantly reproached the 
&Iission ill t h a t  now, as 40 years before, i t  had drawn a dark cloud 
over AfghLnistin. Of course, these reproaches were not altogether un- 
founded, evtJn though they might  be softened down ; but  the  ~ o s i t i o n  of 
the Russian Rilission was certainly not improved thereby. To  complete 
the  whole picture, sickness of a bad type had broken out  h ~ t h  amongst  
talle rnem1,ers of tlie Mission and their Cossack escort. One Cossack had 
only just escaped dying of typhus fever, and the  head of the Mission, 
General RazF6noff, was suffering f rom iuflalnmation of the throat, wbich, 
on account of local climatic conditions, obstinately continued for  three 
weelrs. Snow fell a t  Kabul in October, and  i t  had begun t o  g e t  very 
cold. RIeanwhile, t he  chllly members of the Russian i\lIission had no 
place in  nhieh they col~ld warm themselves, fur no single room llad 
either a stove or a fire-place within i ts  nr:llls, so tha t  only a certain 
amount of wal-mth coulcl be o b t a i n ~ d  Ly means of ntalzgnls; and even 
t o  this altogether primitive method of raising the  temperature of the 
surrounding atmosphere resort could not at all times be had, for fre- 
qnelltly ne~ the r  a stick of wood nor a piece of cliarcdal was to  be obtained. 
Soln~t~irnes, however, cheerful days fell to  the lot of the meml)crs of oar 
Mission. Such days, tllrougll a straug-:.c caprice of fate, arrived when 
they were least es1)ected. 

W e  know to  what uulikely proportions the  press of Western Europe 
h:id cxpa~ltled the so-called Afglliin Gluestiou. It is natural then tha t  
even those persons should have turned tllcir attention to  Afq,.hinist:in, 
who 11w11:~ps had previously not tlie sliglitest idea a b o ~ ~ t  tlie country. 
It is natnral also t h a t  certckin of these sl~nnl(i  have been pos.;essed of 
tlie desire to assist the Afghin Amir wit11 their advice, 01- even n ~ s t e r i a l l ~ .  
'L'lius i t  wns t l l ~ t ~  there poured in,  hot11 ul)on the Ainir and on our 
Ilil~ssiol~, atlvice from hurol>e as  t o  t he  best way of acting 1111der cer- 
tain c i ~ c n ~ l ~ s t a i ~ c e s .  Various 131:lns were proposed for the  contluct (,f 
W : L ~  \\?it11 England. Even messages in c r p l ~ e r  mere seut, n l t l ~ o n ~ h ,  of 
course, 110 nne at KiLul  posscserd the  key thereto. One  F I I C ~ I  tlesl,ntch, 
sylnl)olletl I)y the names of trees, wilcl-bcnsts, lakes, rivers, n l o ~ u ~ t , ; ~ i ] ~ ~ ,  
ant1 seas, look up the tinle of the  entire Afgl l i~l-Kussin~l  st:~tf' Tor two 
w l i ~ ~ l e  \\r~clis, :1nd even then its meaning nras not rcve:~led. Alx111 I-Kidi r, 
s lGzi  of f't.sllii\vsr, who at tha t  t ime e u j o y ~ ~ d  tho frlllest cc~,\litlc~nce 
thc Amir, wishing " to unravel the ineaulllg of this dcisl,ntcll," it seems 
f o r ~ o t  tJo drink overnight his custoinary nmnber of bottles of wine, to 
wlnt*h be was very much addicted, so t l ~ a t  he, too, eoulrl innlit? Ilothillg 
of t1hc mysterious clespatch. One Gsril)nldiajn captain who 11:d retired 
tcndcrerl to  tlie Amir the most t r ~ s t w o r t ~ l ~ y  advice as to how he could 
I)rn,t. l ~ c k  the E~lg l i sh  from all the positions they llad seizetl, he 
cl;~imrd the post of the Amir's Commander-ill-chief ; but  lie, first of all, 
r r q u i r ~ d  tha t  the " modest" sum of 1,500 francs (Eti0) Lc sent 
to  h ~ m  for hiq t,ravelli~lg cxpensps to  KBbul. 

" Tile Post'al Union of 1-1:imI)~rg " rnnlle (,ffers regnrdill,r tllo orga- 
? nisatioll of n Postal h p a r t m e n t  tbroo21~o,~t !\fgl:ll&ni.il;ill, ;lncl r c q l l r ~ ~ l ~ d  

tha t  A f g h i ~  postage stamps might  be sent as a pattern fu r  tlleir dies. 
8 



T h e  wishes of the respected " Union " were completely satisfied by t l ~ e  
despatch t o  Hamburg  of post,age stamps valued a t  !, b, a ~ i d  1 kaayu* 
each respective1 y. 

~ t i l i ,  i a  spiie of these occasional diversions, the  life of the RussiaSn 
Mission a t  K&bul was an  extraordinarily weary onpa Let the reader pic- 
ture to himself persons shnt  up  within the  four walls of a buildiog, pro- 
hihited from tak ing  one single step o u t s i ~ l e - ~ ~ r s o n ~  not olrly (luprivpd 
of those conveniences to  mhlch they have been always accustomed, bllt 
who saw only the  extremely repulsive countenances o£ the CVazir, of the 
I(azi, and  of two or three other Afghin  persons ; finally, without ally 
knowledge of what  wa,s going on in God's world a t  the time, because 
Russiari pikpers were not received a t  Kil)ul,  and English journals were 
no  longer sent  t o  t he  Amir from India,-and he can then understand the 
thorough nnbearableness of t he  position in which the members of t ,I~e 
Russian Mission were placed during their four months ' detention iu the 
capital of Afghinis t in .  

Mr. SIalevinskit alone did not grow dispirited under such circum- 
stances, for he could find occupation t o  his taste. Aided by a Jigit, he 
bought up  all the olcl coins he could ge t  from the Kibul  bazaar, and for 
days togetlwr he would clran rip ant1 boil hegrimed ant1 tarnished pieces 
of money of all kinds, and certain'y the result was tha t  he got  tugetlier a 
very complete collection of ancic'nt coins.$ 

Mpxntvhilp, on the  I0 th  (22ncl) November, the English ohtained 
Posses+i(>n of A li- Masjid, thotlfih the A f ~ l 1 5 1 l s  tlecl,zretl tha t  the garnrison 
of' tllis fortrclss defended it very I)ravely, anti that  l ~ o t l ~  sides suff'ercd severe 
loss. AFgllLtl statement furtlwr tells us tha t  this position was held Ily 
6 IJnttlnllons, whereas the English a,tttlclit.d it with 20.  'l'he enpge rnen t  
began on the 9tl1 (21st) November, ant1 a t  first went very favour-nl,ly fur 
the Afgllins ; but  since, on the  followinq day, news reached the Afg1lin 
camp t h a t  t he  Englisli h;td turned the position and threatened the g:~rrison 
f rom the rear, and tha t  the  turning had been effected with the aid of the 
treacherous Mornands, the garrison clucidecl upon an  evacuation of the place, 
as i t  could no longer liold the position. Tlre retirement was cnrrietl out i n  
face of a concentratecl attack on tlie part  of tlie Il:nglisl~, but  the whole of 
t he  Afgh6n artillery was abandoned and fell into the hands of thc  cap- 
tors. Two Afghin  battalions were compl~te ly  destroyed, two went off 
tomalds the Sl~utar-gartlan, and the other two retired on Ja1ilil)Bd. 

On the  15th (27th) Novemller, the Amir declared a # j i h a d  (11oly war) 
against the English, and from this political step he expected to obtain 
great  benefit t o  his cause. 

And, certainly, some results of this  pr~clarnnt~iol~ soon shewed them- 
selves, although very far from the extent anticipated by the Amir. Thus 
from the  date of the  issue of the invit:lt,ion t o  his co-religionists, tlie 
mountain tribes in  the neigllhourhood fr l l  upon the rear and  lines of 
communication of the E n ~ l i s l l  forces. Even the Moma.nds, who had 
just  proved themselves friends of the English, (lid not delay plundering 
an English transport-train loaded with war vtlrl &riel .  
-- . - -- - 

+ A tnnga ie of variable valuo throughout Cct~tral Asia.- W. 6. OL. 
t It ha9 not been stated by the nntl~or what otticial ~)ositiotl Mr.  Malevineki held in the 

Rusrrilln Miesiol~ to Afghriniut611.- W. R. G .  
f This collection is new in the poescseion of Co~mt Strogouoff.-Author, 



Ne~ert~lieless, on the 181Q (30th) November, the  Paiw6r-Kotal Pass was 
occnpiecl by the English after a fight, in which, however, they suffel-d*d 
heavy loss; ant1 011 t,lle 19 th  November (1st December) the Shutar-gardnn 
also fell into their hands. Here the Afgliills a t  first shewed s t rong  oppo- 
sition, but the English rcbpeated the Fame manaeuvre here tliat they had 
perfor1nt.d at tlie taking of the for t  of Ali-Masjid. T l ~ e  ,4fglGus, 
perceiving tha t  their left  f l ank  and rear mere threatened, retired, leaving 
beliind tliern the whole of their a~ t i l l e ry  (18 guns). 

Thus ICBbul seemed completely open to  the English, for the Kuram 
colunln coultl in 2 or 3 days' t ime be before the very walls of the 
Amir's capital. Indeed, worse circumstances sti l l  m igh t  even take  
place. 

'fie Kulam column might  circumvent ICQbul from the  south, and, 
p:issing through I < u s h ~  and 1 he Logar valley, come out  on t o  t he  

C;llazlli road and surround KBbul from the west also. Had  the English 
ca.l-l-ied out this ma,uenvi.e, KBbul would l~a~ve  been cu t  off from Afgh6n- 
Tnrl;istjll, nhich now remained tlie sole bulwark of t h e  Amir. The  fac t  
is t.hst a t  this l)nrticnlar season of the year the  B6mign pass alone t o  
TurkistBn is free from snow, the road over Kusllan pass being quite 
in~pr:~cticaLle. If this rnnncenvre had be1.n carried out, the Amir moilld 
have been c:ruKl\t l i k ~  a mouse in s trap, and the war mould, of course, 
have been irnlnediatelg at, an  end. Bu t  thfl Amir perceived the  danger 
that was t111.eatening him, and so he decided upon forestalling his ene- 
mies by leaving I<Lbul for  'l'ill-liistiin. 

Be, first of all, sent off his family, household, and movable ~ r o p e r t y .  
Tliis he did on the 19th Noveml~er (1st December). Aft,erwards Ile hesi- 
tated for some time as to whether he would g o  t o  Mazjr-i-Sharif, or, 
colI(>ctinq ;~11  the available forces at ICQbul-14 i n f a ~ ~ t r y  battalions i n  all 
-offer h ~ s  cnernr a general engagement before the  walls of liis capital. 
(;enpr;~l Itazg:.6noff, however, him not to  take this  step or t o  
needlessly risk his military forces, which were t o  him of no little 
imp~r tancc .  H e  assuretl tlie A111ir thxt  i t  would be Letter to  withdraw 
with liis forces to Tiirkistfin, w h e n c ~  he could seriously threatell t he  
13nglish ntlvance towards s i ~ d  occiipation of IC6l.1111, seeing t h a t  he still 
hn(1 to adtl to  these 14 b:~ttnlions 10 others that' were in  tlie Chniur -  
a .  I l r  coulcl t,hiis still dispose of a very fair-sized body of 
t,roops, with which he coulcl, st any given tinie, operate against tile 
Il:11glisl1. 

bleanwliile the further stay of the  Amir  a t  KQbul was undesirable 
for otllcr reasons. Tlrere had a t  t,liis t ime arisen, both amongst the troops 
and the inlral)it,ants of Ka l~n l  strong dissatisfaction, which had been called 
forth u~lcler the following circumstances. 

'llhe in11nl)itants of those localities, wherein military operations were 
bring carried on, had removed to  K ibn l  in  ccjnsiderahle numbelss, in order 
t,o seck dclivernuce from tlle fire and sword of tlle " red-coated" soldiers ; 
bat thcy here found a d ~ s t h  even more terrible than  t h a t  which remnincsd 
to  theln in their own homes. This influx to  the normal p o p ~ ~ I ~ t i ~ ~ ~  
K:il)nl immediatrly caused 311 tlic necessaries of life t o  rise in p i c e ,  so 
tliat by tlie end of Novemhcr ( 0. S.) the dearness of provisions was 
very extrcnie ; sometimes, indeed, thc nec~ssaries of life were not to I,e 
purcllased even for money. P a m i ~ ~ e  collsequently ensued, aud with it, of 



conrse, came all its ~honcnmitants-epidemic diseases of all kinds. Typllus 
raged t l r o u g h o ~ l t  KKBbul, so tha t  in  i ts  streets and bazaars corpses were 
heaped up, which remained unburied for weeks togettler. 

Tlle bazaars of K i b u l  were full  of prisoners* and slaves, who, on 
account of t he  severity of the famine, were sold a t  fabulously cheilp 
rates. Thus  a K6fir boy would fetch bu t  a few score of ropees, and a 
girl  of the  same race from 5 t o  10 rupees only. 'l'his, indeed, was tile 
only sort  of traffic offered in  tlie K i b u l  market, for operations in all 
wares had come to  a n  end. And with the cessa.tion of trade stoplled also 
the  Amir's receipts. hleanwhile, his expenses for the  maintenance of 
his a rmy  had very largely increased. I n  order, therefore, to find the  
money wherewith to pay his troops, Shir-Ali was obliged to  have recourse 
t o  a system of enforced loans. 'l'hose mercllal~ts who would not agree 
t o  advance the  Amir money were punished by the confiscation of the 
whole of their  property t o  the  State.  Thus a nonlerous class of Kdbul 
merchants mere incensed against the Amir, and everywhere resounded 
loud complaints about the utlfortuuate circumstances which had arisen and 
m11icl1 had overtaken, not only the  city of Kibul,  but  t he  whole of 
AfghLnist&n. Many, too, were tlie secret curses tha t  were showered on 
t h e  Amir's head-curses secretly showered, because t o  openly express dis- 
satisfaction at the  actions of the Amir was still a matter involving 
danger. Indeed those convicted of thus insulting His Highness were 
subjected to  punisl~rnents of various lrinds. Amongst such punishments 
mas one of n very original kind, culling lo  mind the old days in  Russia 
hefore the  reign of Peter the  Great, or even the middle ages of Europe 
generally. Tile accused person was seized and fastened between two 
posts let into the ground Lp nails driven tllrough his ears. The person 
thus dealt with, tbot1gI1 s ~ f f e r i n ~  intense pain, wa83 not allowed to  flinch ; 
but, if he motiouless for  several hours, he was released and  
allowecl to  go. 

Yal;<l)-Khrin's party took advanta,ge of the dark events t ha t  had set 
in to  loudly assert itsell', and for  all the misfortnnrs which had overtaken 
tlleir country, i t  accu::od the Amir a r ~ d  the Itilssian iVIissi011. Ala,ny, 
therefore, who 1iad hitllerto been amongst the  number of Shir-Ali's 
adherents now pnss~d over to the following of his sou. A revolution was 
tllerefore set on foot, a l~ t l  might  at any moment burst into existel~ce. It 

too, the more ea,sily occur, s ~ e i n g  tlia,t Shir-Ali had, in the outburst 
of Ilis r a p ,  been so incnntions a9 to al,nso the Afghin General who was 
in  comrnnncl of his troops a t  the  English attack on Ali-Masjid. This 
ma.", who enjoyed great infl~zcnce amongst the mountaineers of Kohistgn, 
imrrlediately sf1pat'atecl llirnself from t l i n  Amir and went ovcr to Y akill1- 
K h i n ,  ancl will1 hiln too went over a l a r p  nurnher of llis men. Upon 
this  Sllir-hli clearly perceived tha t  he conld not any lonqcr remain at 
K i 1 ~ 1 1 ,  I,otl~ 1,ecausc of these very circumstances, and because he colild 
not  withstand the Englivli forces t ha t  were advancing. And so he had 
reconrse to the  measure which General K ~ u f m a . n n  had ~*ecommendod 
him t,o adopt. Yakiih-KhAn was released from arrest, made to talrc the 
-- 

I t h i ~ ~ k  tllat our Mission needlessly let slip a favourable opportunity of ol)taininp; soine 
inl\iviclusl knowledge of this Litllerto mystrrions mcc. If by the act of p~lrcl~anil~g some 

t,\lese Knfirs onr  Jliusion Ila~l rc~ntlerccl tllc111 free, we shoultl have nttnir~etl IS certain moral -- - 

i13flile~~re. Y r ~ c l ~  I(itir.9 woiiltl not I I ~ I V ~  been bougl~t  sn elaveo, but  would llave been actually 
retlec.l~>rcl from slavery.-Author. 



oath of allegiance t o  his father, and was then appointed to  be the  ruler 
of Kii1)ul. After this Shir-Ali was £rep, and could with a n  easy con- 
science take his departure froin his capital. 

The last days which tlle Russian Mission passed at R h n l  involved a 
very ~ I I X ~ O I I S  time. Indeed, i t  passed through this period allnost entirely 
by itself, for the Amir very seldom communicated with it, arid even the  
Nr;lzir did not often come near our AiIission, for days and even weeks 
woulcl pass between his occasional visits. 

'1311e lnernbers of the Russian Mission mere now, more than ever, 
literally prisoners, alld darecl not move one single step without the double 
g:ltes. Dar ing  the last days of their s tay a t  K i b u l  even the  Cossacks 
never left  the court-yard df the house, and had to  give up  the  ~ e r s o n a l  
cll,zrge of tlleir own horses. I should here state t h a t  their horses were 
tethered in  an open space t h a t  mas only separated from the  house occu- 
pied by the members of the hlission by a narrow lane. W h e n  the  
Cossacks went out to look aEter their horses and passed down this  lane, 
they were exposed t o  ahuse on t l ~ e  part  of every AfgllLn they chanced 
to  meet. Even the Jigits and native followers of the A'Iission could not  
now show themselves i n  the streets and bazaars of t h e  city, because 
theg hacl on several occasions h : ~ d  t o  suffer personal assault and  rough 
t,reatment of every Ilind on the part  of the Afghius .  The  Afghan  
horsemen in charge of thc  Mission stables did as  they pleased wi th  the  
allonrance of foraye served out for tlle horses of the  Mission from tlle 
Ainir's stoles ; and t,hry eithcr snatched i t  away from the  servants and 
sold i t  for their own use, or gave i t  to  their own horses. B u t  this  
w ; ~ s  not all. l'liey 1)egan to  nnceasiugly beat the s e r ~ a n t ~ s  attached 
to the Mis.;iou, bce:losr of the thornugh fidelity which they dis- 
played. Fllrtl~er, tlltly (Iesigncd t o  divide amongst themselves al l  
t h ~  h o r ~ e s  belonging to tlie Itnssisn Mission ; and they only sought  
a, Favourable opportunity of finally appl-opriating the animals t o  them- 
S ~ ~ ~ V C J S .  

A1 tliongh the !new bers of thc Rnssia,n Missio~l were safe from insult 
wi t l~ in  the 1imit.s of their own cllurt-yard, yet  they felt  tlle want  of pro- 
visions a s  k e ~ n l y  :].; t11:l their own servantsallcl ridi11g-11ors~s. And il1el.e 
wxs neither the r11~11.l;c~t nor the money a t  and with ~v l l i i~h  t o  buy what  
tl1l.y wai~tc~d. 1Qt.r \ ~ l l o n ~  werc they to  send to  the baz:la,r t o  buy what  
tllcy ~\;:rnt,e(l ? A11(1 what nras now to  be had in the l)alz:lar ? O r  where 
~~c1.c. t,hc vendors to I)+ seen ? All tlie shops in  the  city mere closed, and  
a l o n g  the stir~et,s wall(1ewd cn)wrls of s tnrv i~ lg  people, whose one topic 
oC conversnt~ion \tT:!s 1 l ~ n t  of polilics. The mcml)crs of tlhe hIission had 
now t,o con t r i~ t~  th~~rnsc~lves with thosc scanty allowances of food which 
the Arnir orcleretl to he sent t o  them. Of course it is not  t o  be 
s~lpl)ose(l tha t  the Amir's allowances were on a less liberal scale 
tJll;tn formerly, but tha t  the various " Treasurers " Chai- Kha'n~ and 
Ahn'rl-Satn(i '~~ werr far from giving to  the membrrs of the  Mission 
all t11:tt tltey wrre odored to  give. Bence i t  was that the latter, 
with fever and typhus patients on their hands, suffered from actual 
1111 11gcr. 

'l'he sole amusement left t o  the members of the Mission was now 
w:alking on the terrace ancl the flat roof of the soutllern tower. B u t  
soon they had to  desist even from doing this ; for on one occasion when 



the topngrapller Rmle r sk i  tvns taking his us~lal n-alking rxrrcise ttle 
roof, ht? uearly st1ruali by a bullet fired a t  him one of the ~ f ~ l , , i ~ ~  
selltries who was snpposed to  be guarding the  quarters by the 
members of the Mission. 

&egarding tlie depmture of the  Amir from Kihul ,  there began to 
be ru~nour s  in the city long before the famous 1st (13th) DecemLrr, 
but no one knew for  certain when he had decided to go. In tile 
absence then of certainty, the rumour alluded t,o obtained currency 
throughout Kibul .  Neither did the  members of the Russian Mission 
know auphf of the Amir's pmposecl departure. Indeed, t l q  kwre 
the  last to  hear from their Jigits even the  rumour t h a t  was current o n  
all sides. 

The TVazir was as  silent as the tomb. Meanwhile, the Enzlish ilad 
defeated the Af'ghins in the  Bhaibar Pass. A t  last General RazgGl~oif 
decided to send word t o  the  Atnir t ha t  i t  was the wish of the members 
of his Mission to  leave Kiibul for Tiishlinnd. Hav ing  made extracts 
from General Kaufmnnn's letters of the 22st September (3rd October) 
and 22nd October (3rd November), General Razgcinoff secretly entrust- 
ed tliese t o  tlie Wazir for delivery t o  the Amir. To this  end General 
RnzgGnoff's conferences with the  Wazir, relative to  the departure of t l ~ e  
Russian Mission from Kibul, were conducted very secretly. Intleed, of 
so confidential a niitu1.e were they, t ha t  no one, except General R;tzgbnoff 
himself, t he  tITazir, and the Interpreter Naziroff, knew a i ~ y t ~ l ~ i n g  about 
tliem. The extracts in question were put toge t l~er  in the  form of a 
letter from General Knufmann to General Razgbnoff. 

The Sollowing was the text of this made-up letter : " The Amir  knows 
very well tllat I cannot render liim any military assistance, since the war 
has begun a t  an  unfavourable spason of the year. I f  the English, in s p i ~ e  
of t he  efforts of t he  Amir t o  avoicl war, begin it, you must, after asking 
the  Amir's permission, quit  Kiibul and return to  Tishkand, becanse your 
presence in AfqhAnistin during the minter would be use l~ss .  Bcsides 
which, in  the event of such a n  extremity as  tho commencement of wiir 
operations in Afghinis t in ,  you must come here i n  order to i11fo1.m me  
all  abont. the circnmstances, so t h a t  I may be able to report them 
t o  the  Emperor. This  will be very useful both for Afph611istiin and 
for Russia her~e l f .  The presentation of this  note took pl:~ce on the 
1 Sth  (30th) Novernb~r .  General RazgGnoff begged t h ~  LVazir to  kpclp 
the  matter secret, because only four persons should know n,nytl\ing a b n l ~ t  
i t ,  t:iz., tile Wazir, the Amir, Cfeaewl Razgbnoff, and the Interpreter 
Naziroff. " 

I, as an altogether unprejudiced person, have related only what  W;IS 

communicated to  me by others. I must, however, express my surprise a s  
t o  there having been ariy necessity to  adopt such secrecy in  the  matter of 
communicating the very out-of-date letters and instructions from General 
Kaufmann. This mysterious method of procedure only led to the fact 
t h a t  the  Wazi r  expressed doubts as t o  t he  authenticity of the draf t  which 
General Razg6noff had made over to  him as coming from Genela1 Kanf- 
mann, and  he demanded that the letter itself should be hantled to him 
for  delively t o  the  Amir. B u t  it is evident t h a t  this demand could not 
in any  may be complied with, because how could the purport of two 
letters written a long time previously be ~ reseu ted  in the form of one 



lately c~rnmnnication. And if they had once heen p r r~en ted ,  
they of course, have had to  tie read from beginning to en(], wllelr .~s 
I know tile contents of these letters were not such as  co~ll(l 1)e 
shown to  tile Amir at any time. W h a t  answer can be given t o  tlle 
follo\ving lcacling question :- 

Why did you, General Razgbnoff, not communicate General Kauf- 
mann's illqt,ructions a t  the  very time you received t h e m ?  How such 
a cluestion square with the language both of the Amir and of the 
\\Tazir I do not know, and General Razgbnoff has never told me 
anything on the subject. 

Tlle extracts sent by General Razgbnoff to  the Amir, in the  form of a 
letter from General Kaufmaun, had the  following result :- 

Tlle nest  day the  various members of the Amir's suite, the  Wazir,  
the K jzi  Abdul-KBdir-Khin, the  Amir's cousin, Sird6r Shir-Ali-IChin, 

others came to the quarters occupied by the R,ussian Mission, and one 
after the other began to  assure General Hazg,6nuff tha t  i t s  m r n ~ b e r s  were 
in  no danger, and there was nothing to be afraid of so long as tlle Arnir 
was alive ; t ha t  the General, therefore, need have no misgivings, &c., &c. 
Now, since the other m ~ l n b e r s  of thi. i\!Iission knew nothing as to  the  
previous history of the said extracts, tliey, of course, did not uuderstand 
what was going 011 in front of them, and for a whole hour they puzzled 
their heads as to what might  be the meaning of the  pnssiog scene. It 
was o ~ i l y  after\vards tha t  llley i~ce ived  the follonring explanation. 

The Aluir subseclueutly sent t o  General Kaufmann the following 
letter. 

" After expressions of friendship and goodwill, I communicate to  
Yon, 34ost Gracious Being., the following :- 

" Tlie eunlity of the li'lliglish Guver l~~nen t  and the relations of t h a t  
sovereignty towards this God-grantecl monarchy have, a t  all times, 
bee11 made kuo\vn to  you, hot11 by m y  own letters ancl by those of the  
Itussian Envoy now a t  Kibu1,-the envoy of a sovereiguty known 
tliroughoat the world. 

" 'l'he enmity and o1)stinncy of the English Government have reached 
extrpme limits. Altho~lgl i ,  in accordance with your fricnclly counsel, 
given to me Ly the order of the Great I-Iaxrat, I I is  Imperial JInjesty, 
ancl sent to me in the 1:lrt letter,* I held out  t o  them the  olive-l)rancl~, 
yet, in  spite of this, al)ont 2 0  12nglish f / r ? ~ j t  have hncl a spvcre engage- 
m~111t mitli 6 of m y  f r r a ) t  whicll were defbnding Ali-Alnsjid, and many 
ha,vc l w ~ n  wonntlecl or liilletl 011 hotll sides. 

" 111 the COIII.SC of somc days after t,he Ali-bIaqjid affair, the l<nglisll 
arrived :tlso in  the Kurarn valley, and f ~ n g l l t  milh my t r o ~ p s  illat were 
defenrlinp Cla~khau.$ Tile fight lasted t,wo days, ; k t  first tllpy* we1.e 
I)entcn I l y  my tmops, hu t  the next day  they overcame my solcliers. 
1)11rit,g t8his fight t l ~  nnmher of killed and  mounded on botll sides 
exccrtlcd tliose tha t  fell a t  Ali-Rlas jid. 

" 1, Your friend, am now in finch a position that, tile advice 
of the rcspectcd Eldcrs of Afghguistjn, 1 have sellt off the families 

* (~cllrl.cil K~llflnt-inn's letter to the Amir, drjted 21st  October (2,,d N o v e m ~ e r ) , - ~ u ~ h o r ,  
t ljy this cxljl.cbqqion milst hcre be understood battalionan-Author, 
f 'I'lic I'ninrAr Kotnl. ( I )-W. 6. G.  
5 Tile E11gliell.-Author. 



of the  leading personages t o  Turkistiin, and have oldered the other 
Afgbdns t o  send their families also to  the mountains, and to  prepare 
themselves for t he  fight. 

" n' i thout  paying any  attelltion t o  m y  letter, which is in the hands 
of t he  officials of the Enplish Government, they are now rpsortiug to 
open enmity, and are sendi~lg  their troops, one after tlle other, with the 
object of depriving me  of m y  authority over Afghinis t in .  Th?y con- 
template, too, t he  speedy taking into their ow11 hnuds the  affairs of 
A fghiinistin and  the occupation of the capital of m y  sovereignty. 

" Therefore, openly and candidly, I intimate t o  You, most gracious 
friend, the  following :- 

" On the  basis of the long-estalnlished friendship which has existed 
between the  famous sovereignty of the H i g h  Hazrat, His  Impelial  
Majesty, and in  consequence of the  recently written letter handed to me 
b y  General Razgbnoff, tlie Envoy of the H i g h  Hazrat,  His  Imperial 
Majesty, and of Your Escellency, accord with my sovereignty has been 
literally and heartily fullilled. 

'' Pray God tha t  no misfortnne may 1)efall my sove r~ ign ty  ; but  if it 
should, may He  direct tha t  the  dust of such misfortune may not fall on the 
skir t  of the sovereignty of IIis Imperial Ala,jesty. 

" As the  result of reciprocal feelings, I, Your friend, adjnre you that,, 
on account of m y  necehsity, Yori give me the  :lid of YOUP troops, and tha t  
You despatch from 'l'ishkancl froin amongst the troops a t  Your clisposul 
a s  many as  You may have ready, and tha t  You be pleased t o  furnish rrle 
with those in m y  province of Turliistan. 

" To write more than the expressions of friendship and goodwill I 
am not  able. 

" I add to  this  t ha t  thp Envoy of the renowned sovereiqnty, Gcne r ,~ l  
Razg6noff, has informrtl me of the r e c r i p t ~  of orders that, in  the event of 
the  war b ~ t w e r n  the English and  the AFg,h:ins becoming fiet.ce, lw i ~ ,  
after seel;inx permission of the Arnir-Sahib, to s tar t  for TBshkantl. 
He has acc.ordin(~ly n\ke(l for my pc~rmission to  return. 

7 '( 1, Your f ~.~rln(l ,  cons id~r i~ lg .  tlro adv;~ntagss  of bot11 soverei~nt irs ,  
and intlur I J C P ~  Ly cc1rt:lin clear clrctlmsta~~ces, have not t l~ougl l t  l t  pus- 

t o  give I~inl t,hc aslietl-for l~ernlissior~." 
This letter nr:,s recri\ e ~ l  at, 'l':i.;hknnrl on t h ~  16th  (28th) Deccml~cr.  

One cannot Lnt ~loticr. the fact  tha t ,  t\lo\rgh the Amir spr:iliq of stllltling 
tile fami]lps of tile u ~ ) p , ~ l *  AFqhin classes Erorn I<:ibril to 'l'n~.kistAu, Ile 
never mpntions ;I WOI cl nl~out  sending away his own, and cven of 1 he 
existence of any i l ~ l e ~ ~ t i o n  on his part  to do so t l~e re  does not appP:lr the 

trace i n  Ili-: letter. 
A t  t he  same tirne tha t  he wrote the  above letter, he sent one also to  

his diplomatic aqrn  t a t  'l'6shkanc1, hlirza-Muhammad-E1assn11-I< h611. I n  
the  beginning of this  sccontl letter, he repeated all t h a t  was s a i d  in  his 
letter to  General Kaufmann regarcling the  military operations on the 
Anglo-Afghiu frontier ; but  he afterwards went on t o  express himself in  
the following terms :- 

"Now when the  time has arrived for  TIis Imperial Majesty to 
show me friendly aid, I have sent a l e t t ~ r  to m y  dear fricud, the 
Governor-General of Russian-Turkistrin, begging him t o  no longer defer 
sending me the aid of his troops at such e time of necessity, in 



accordance with the  demands of the friendship whicll exists between 
both and not to put  off sending me assistance to  snothr r  
time, bu t  t o  despatch to  Afgh&n-Turkistin the 30,000 troops from 
Tishkalld as General Stolaitoff said in  Your presence, are ready to 
be sent I might aslr for them. I permit You by day and  

to remind the ILilssian Government of Turlristin of i t s  promised 
ass~stance, and do not You deler doing SO." 

General Ztazg6noff continued his preparations for  departure, h u t  
these were kept srcrr t  from the  Afgliins.  Thus, for  

in order to  effect the shoei~ig of the  horses attached t o  t he  
I i ~ ~ ~ ~ i a n  Rlission, they mere first of all brought into the  Rlission quar- 
ters and shod during the  night,  the utmost caution being observed in 
the operation. 

A t  Iwgth ,  dnring the  last days of November (0. S.), the Wazir  in- 
formecl General Razgcinoff tha t  tlie Amir iutendecl lcaviug Il(iibu1 on t h e  
1st (1:jth) December, ancl that,  therefore, the  mcrnb~rs  of the RIission 
ought, t o  1,repn''e to s tar t  too. Tlie tliille for the departure was arranged 
(luring tlie night.  

'l'lie members of the Russia~l  Mission had no sleep on the  n igh t  of 
the 1 st (13th) December, because they hourly expcctecl the arrival of the  
M'azir n.ilth instruct,ione regarcling their ~vi t l~drawal  from Kiibul. It 
was not till 3 o'clocli i n  t l ~ e  morning of the 2nd (14th) December t l iat  
Ile made liis appcnrauce, and hurriedly conveyed tlio Amir's orders 
regaiding tlie pns,sn!;e t l~ rough  the city. The Amir  llilnsell had by  this  
time qnitted t,li~! l3Bla-Iliss5r. 

The members of tlie Mission groped i n  the dark  for a long t ime 
tlirougli tlie en~pt,.y streets of the city, their route follo~ving c i~~cni tous  
~ ) ~ - I T ' : I ~ s ,  nu(l so t,liey joined tllc Amir's cortege outside the  nralls of 
K s I , ~ ~ ~ ' .  A 11:llt of some hours t o  rcst was made a t  Iiala-i-ICQzi, the 
journey 1~ei11g ('ontilllled tllc next day. 

'l'he mithdr:~\val of the Russian i\Iission from Kiibul had all t he  
apl7c:Lrance of n real ilight, ancl involun tni-ily I-ccalled to  the minds of 
those wllo tool< ],art in i t  tlie trirlmp11:il cnt1.y into Ikibul of t he  same 
hllission in Ju ly  of tliat very year. Sic f~.ct .ns i t  g l o l i a  I I Z U I Z C Z ~ ,  or, t o  
spcnk lrlorc correctly, Sic* / O I ~ I ~ I I ~ * ~  m ~ t l a ~ r  l u r  ! 

Tile 1ne~q1)crs of tlle 31ission had now tto travel Ear less corn- 
fortnl~ly tllan during tlic sonimel., s11d tlle TTazir was not  nearly so 
solicitoas and obligli\g as  t IIC l\-(i,)?-71(ih. Doring the  summer, tlie 
d:iily m:~rches wcrc more lilce plr:lsaiit, cxcursio~~s,  for tlle very moment 
the dl.:lr g l i ~ s t s  CPIIIP to  mch particular lialtinp-gruu~~cl, ereiqtl~ing 
urns ill re:ltlil~c>ss for t l i ~ m .  N o  t h ~  m~1111 el's of tile RtusSiazl 
31 i*sioli s o ~ l l ~ t  i~ i i r s  felt, cold and I I I I I I ~ I . ~  for \~ l io l e  ]lours toxether 
i n  the oprn wliil\t m : l i t i n g  for t l l ~ i ~ .  tellti to  IIF pit(~i~e(l. Alld (luring 

nlnlcll, t 00, tllcll.~ \volil tI  I)c 1110 siliilr 61101 t 1.0m1110119) for not OlllY 
molll(l (lillller he consr)icnous by i ts  al~sonce, b,lt hot n*nter for tea 
\\-:IS often not to 1)e llarl. It, would seem t800 tllnt the Arnir, rqunlly 
wit11 meml)ers of tllc Iiiissian Afission, s~lffel-cd fro111 the insuficien- 
c i ~ s  an(l pl'ivntions of the winter journey. It ivns in :lily case, however, 
an extremely fortllnate circumstauce t1i:kt tho ~ven t l~c r  1-emnined favonr- 
nblc for ~ h e ' f u ~ i t i v e s .  The winter of 1878 was oltogetller more mild 
than any previously known winter in  AfgLList611, for evrn such passes 



as t he  Kalui, TJnnai, and Ak-Rab6t had scarcely any  snow upon tllem. 
Nevertheless the mountain streams and  rivulets were all frozen over, and 
th i s  made the  route very slippery, so t h a t  wherever it passed over ice- 
hound river-beds, &c., or rose to, or descended from, passes, t he  track 
had t o  be slbri~il;led over with sand. 

liegartliliq his dq3arture from K i l ~ u l ,  tho Amir Shir-Ali sent notice 
t o  tlie El~yl i sh  generals cornmantling tlie forces operating against 
Afghhnisttin in the  following let ter  :- 

(' To the llenrts of the  far-seeing officials of t he  Rritioh Governmcnt 
he it t h a t  I never desired, and I never intrndecl, t h a t  the 
h o l d s  of friendship and good-breeding which had for several yenrs 
existpd between tlie two adjoining sovereignties should have bren 
broken. But since war has come from you, ancl invasion of Afgllin 
tc.rl.itory ha5 1m:n carried out by you, I now, therefore, with the 
advice of all m y  diyl~itarics* and  exalted personages and of the 
Al'gllin soldiery, am Icnving m y  army and sovereignty, nntl with a 
f e w  dig!~itn,ries a m  s tn r t i~ lg  for St. Yetersburg, t he  capital of the 
1<1i~sia,n I31n;vror, i n  order t h a t  the exact d a t e  of our relations may be 
made known to  all the  other Governments at a Congress whit:) 1 shall 
ths re  convene. 

" I f  you, relative to t h e  affadrs of AfghAnistin, have any  words 
(pretensions) with me, t he  servant of God, ~ l l ~ , n  you can send them to 
S t .  Pe te rsbmg;  and, moreover, lay bare all yoiir iotentioos, so that vonr 
worcls (pretensions or  demands) may  he made linown and clear to  all the 
representatives of t he  whole of t he  Powers. 

" I f ,  besides this, your intentions shall consiqt i n  having enmity 
wi th  the inhab~tants  of AfghinistSn, then the  defender and  true pre- 
server of this people will be the  Lord (;od. 

(' This  i s  rny intention ant1 unnl tersble da.cision. Friday, 18th 
Xcil- Hiclji 1295 I-I., t ha t  is, the  1st ( I  :itll) Deccmber 1578." 

The Amir,  at the same time, hecccd (;enera1 Razgbnoff to also 
communic:ite t o  General Kaufmann his intention to  proceed to St.  
P e t ~ r s h u r g .  

Prom Uiirnijn t he  Amir sent General KaliFrnann yet  another letter, 
in ~vhic*li Ile tnltl llim of his intrntion to proceetl to  K~issia, in order to  
m n l ; ~  a personal request t o  t h e  Hrnp~ror  for  assiqtance ayninst the 
i s .  l ' l~is lett,er bore date corrcs1)onding to  the 10th (22nd) 
I>ccc>ml,er, nnd ran as  follows :- 

" At'tr~r tllr ~ x ~ ) r e s s i o n  oE the  w o r d ~  of fricnclsliip and  goodwill, be 
it linoivn to  Your open and frierldly heart  as follo\vs :- 

" Prior to  this date, I have infornied You, gr:~cious friend, regrard- 
i n g  t11e:rtlvnnt:e of t l ~ e  English into AfghAn t e r r i t o s~ ,  and respcct- 
inq the fiqlits t1i:rt have talien place I~et\\lecn the two countries, and 
also how that I, agreeably t o  Your f~. ie~l t l ly  advice, given to  me by 
direction of t he  Tligh Hazrat,  His Imperial M a j ~ s t y ,  have held out 
t o  them (the Xnglish) tlie olive-hrancli, and, finally, how tha t  tllcp 
have paid no ntteution t o  this act. All tlris i~ l);obal~ly intelligible 
to You. 

?'his trnnslntion from F'creian into R o a ~ i n ~ l  i g  evidently a vcry ungrxmmatical One. 
I only allci,lv to the suhjc.ct, Iiowever, to nay tlmt i t  WBB made by Sub-Lieutennut Neziroff, 
the Intorpretcr to the Hussirln Yirdou.-Author. 



" Aftar  t,he despatch to Your Excellency (my friend) of l('t,tel',* 
in the presence of this servant of the Most  H i g h  God, were asspml'led 
all the Afghin notables, all  tlie SirdBrs, and military vhiefs. T h ~ y  
declared tha t  t1ln English Government could have no other i h o ~ l ~ l l t ,  n o  

rrish except t b t  we should have no fl.iendly acrord or a l l ~ n ~ r c e  
nitll tlie Rllssian sovere i~nty ,  known throoglioat the world, and tll:~t we 
sllould not  allow to remaln in  AfgMn territory tlle Envoy of the Russisn 
sovereignty. They told me tha t  such a wish was unbecomi ug , l~er :~ l~se  i llc 
soverei,-nty, known tliroilghout the world, had stretched o u t  to  11s tlle 
friendly hand, and tliat we sbo~ild,  therefore, renew the old f l ie~ ld- l l i~) ,  
ancl st,rongly and firmly on the 1i;gliroad of frientlship wit11 i!  . 
That  formerly when we were in frientlship with Russia., for ty pc:lr.s 321)) 
we had t o  e~ldure  misfor t~~nes ,  and  if now we were all to  be overt hr . ) \ i  11, 
tile11 no kind of h:~rm would be done to  the edifice of f r i e u ~ l s h i ~ ~ .  'l'i~( Y 
then !vent on to  say that ,  in  their opinion anti idea, I slloultl rnysplC I"'('- 
ceed to St. P~ters l ,u rg ,  the capital of tlie Esalted Hazrat, Iris Iinl)rl.i:l l 
Majesty, and Iny before a C o n q r ~ s s  in the renow net1 sovtbrcig~l t*~ , ,  a r r l l  
repeat i n  tlie piesence of His  l m p e ~ i a l  Majesty, all t ha t  I hat1 t o  Fay 
relating to tlie Engl i s l~  C+overnm~nt, dec l~ l . i l~g ,  a t  the  same t i l n ~ ,  o n  
what sort of pretest, t he  E~lgl is l i  (;ovcrnnient llnd in\~atlcd iSt':11:in 
territory, \vh:tt thc affair signiiied, ancl llo\v undeserving thc  Afg:'Ii:~11 
Government \Val; of such t r e i ~ t n i ~ n t .  'I'hcy aclded tha t  m y  ,rroing o\ r8r 
to  the side of t he  reno\~~lec l  sovereignty mould, God milliny, br111 :. 
much :~dvsnt:~ge, l~ccnus~ ,  of ccurse, the r igh t  side must  lie in the  ccutl-c 
(capital) of so n~ig l i ty  a Power. 

" O n  the Lnsis of s~icli :in opinion on the  part  of mv nrell-nrishcrs, 
I, the sm*vnnt of the J1o.t H i g l ~  God, have (lrcidrd upon s tar t ing Tor 
St. Petel.sbni.y, lcaviug niy fortunate son, Sircl5r Jfull:immacl-\'a kG!,- 
K l ~ i n ,  as colnr~l:lndcr of my forces, aucl the otlicr great personages a t  
tlieir rfispcctivc posis. TO m y  sou I have entrusted nutlio~.it!., and  
have dirtlcletl him to a c l ~ ~ ~ i n i s t c r  the State  and army. I myself am1 
several rulers lil~ve gone over t o  tha t  side which \\re have resolved 
to  follow. 

'( Allout all this I intimate to  Yon, a s  to  a sympathetic friend and  
as t o  tho organiser of good government. To say more would be super- 
fluo11s.') 

This letter did not, rcnch T6.;11lina(l unt,il t l ~ e  23rd D ~ c e m h e r  1878 
(StJl January 1879). I t  m:xv Iiel-c* b~ ol)scrvetl t h a t  the ,ql.c:lt dist:lrlce 
which sepnr;rtcs ICRI,III Fn)ni '1%4ll,a1,d, nboot 1,Y OU verrlaj-  (S6li ';  inilus), 
was very inconvei~ic\nt ns recy:..lrtl~ the t r a ,~~sn~ i s s ion  of corre~pontlenco 
h ~ t w c ~ l \  the Af yI>Bn Cr~~vrrnment  nncl the Hussian autllori I iCS ill 
Tllrlcibt.in. '~ '~ I I I s ,  whon tllo An~ i r  ol-rive,] a t  l),~ril, on the 16t11 ("tll) 
I)cc~rnl)er, lle o111y ~ . o c r i v ~ d  ($onc~.:~l Iiil\ltn\:~nn's letter dated 14th 
(26Lli) Nov~lnl)cr  ! 'l'llc text of I 11;s ltatte~. was :ls folIo\Ils :- 

Y o ~ ~ l ~  I I ~ ~ ~ ~ \ - E s s , - "  i i l ' t c ~ ~  \vi-l~t?q fill. y o u r  coml)leto success in all 
Yollr llndcrt:~liinfs, my wortls tile f o ) l ~ ~ \ \ r i l ~ K  :- 

66 ( j ~ n c r a l  R:~z<i,not'F, L V ~ O  is IIOW ~ 1 1 1 1  Ili.; sllitc. \\ritllin tile lillli,s 
Yollr (;otl-,rrr:al~l~d C;OVC) I ' I~ I I I ( ' I I  t ,  I]:\< c o n i r ~ i 1 l l 1 i ~ ~ t ~ d  to me (lecire 

Hi@ ]otter sent from BIbul 011 ~ ] I F  2Gtl1 Norrbinl)er (6th I ) ~ c . ~ l , l ~ c l . ) . - , ~  ,,/her. 
t Tlliq is the distance given iir t i le Ru=slan Lort, b t ~ ~  tllo figurce appear to be 

wrong. - W. E. Q. 



to  be cured of a cough t h a t  troubles you. As i t  is difficult t o  effect a 
cure without t he  aid of a doctor, I, fo r  the  sake of friendship, a m  send- 
i n g  t o  KCbul Doctor Yav6rslii) with orders to  join the  Kussian Mis- 
sion wbicll is there. I esteem it a n  agreeable du ty  to  acquaint Your 
Elishness t h a t  Your envoy, KPmnil) bluhnmmad-Hassan, with his suite, 
i s  llving a t  'l'ishliaud, and  t h a t  all  the  members of your iblission are in 
good 1ie:ilth. 

" Your Highn~ss ' s  friendly letter, dated Sth* Zul-Icaada, I have 
received, and I ofl'er You my sincere tllanks for it." 

O n l \ .  t h a t  ! N o t  a single ~vorcl about tlle burning question of the 
Angla)-rll'(;liri~~ struxgle, not  a h in t  about any  aid ! 

11 l iltle wliile a l~e rwards  (;enera1 ItazgGuoff received a letter from 
C+euersl Kaui'manu, containiug a censure for his voluntary decision to 
qui t  Iiiil)ul, wi thout  having reccivecl 1,ermission t o  do  so from the 
Central Goveruineut. He,  at tlie same time, expressed his disapproval 
of the  extracts which Geucrzl Iiozg611off had made from his letters, 
a n d  which he h:~d con2u>unicat ed t o  tlie ~ m i r .  " Diplomatic no1 es 
should never be framed from confidential comrnnnicatio~s, ') explained 
(+enera1 1 iau lmann. t  T o  this  letter lie also s t tacl~et l  a telegram, dated 
4th (16th) December, which informed General IGluflnaun t h a t  the 
English Ministry had given t o  the Russian Ambassaclor i n  London posi- 
tive assurances tllut the inclependence of Afghhnist6n woulcl be l~reserved. 
I n  this  letter, too, General I<auSmann communicated the  orflers of the 
Central Government re1:~tive t o  tlie recall of the Russian IiIission t o  
T&sliltnncl. I n  conclusion, and as  a postscript t o  his letter, General 
ICaufmann adclecl the  teleqram recently received hy liini from the Cdlox, 
i n  wl i i~ l l  mention was made oE the Atriir 11aviug left IiriLul for Afghin-  
Turliist An, and of YnkfiG-Khrin, mllo had o ~ ~ l y  rccently been proclnirncd 
r111er of Iidlml, llnvilra left for  Jal616l~iid i n  oriler to enter upon nrgotin- 
tivns with 111e 131iglisI1. Expl.essintr a d o u l ~ t  as  t o  the  correctness of tlie 

.- last  part, of tlie information, Gcncral I\anl'mann wrote : T l ~ e  hmir-Sriliib'e 
idea t o  relire wit11 his troops i n t o  Al'pl1611-Turkistin is a very ~ o o i l  one ; 
but,  God forbid, t ha t  he sl~olild betake 11imselF to ltrissia. This circum- 
stibncf? would very greatly complicnate the affairs of Afg11iinistBn." Gen- 
eral Knufminn,  tliereforc, counselled the Aulir t o  await a t  IifazAr-i- 
S harif a I)etter s ta te  of things, and, if he could do so, conclude a peace 
with the  English. 

A t  Rui, General Razgiinoff received my letter sent off from Mazjr-i- 
ShariE, and he then learnt Eor the  first time tha t  my apl~ointment t o  join 
t h e  Russian Mission was actually being carried out. 

On the  2Wll December 1878 (1st J a n ~ ~ a r y  1879) the Amir and 
t h e  Russi:rn Mission arrived a t  Tris l~-Jiur~An.  Here Shir-Ali deciclcd 
t o  remain for several days, in  consecluence of which determination, 
as the reader already knows, I go t  niy orders t o  go  on  t o  'l'hsll- 
Kurgiin. 

" You see, Doctor, tha t  the position of our Mission a t  K ibu l  wae 
not  P very nice one," said General Raz~bnoff ,  as he concluded his story. 

* 2211d October (3rd Novelnhcr) 1878.-A~ithor. 
t l'lrc Rus~in118 do not publisli books corresponding to the " Hlue," " Yellow," snd 

Wliite " of Englnnrl, France, and (ierinany. As nn cxalnplc, however, of what use they 
make of ours, aec Soboleff on the Correspoadence relulit~y to Kandahar.- W. B. ff. 



" The worst of i t  all was t h a t  I positively had no information as to what  
sort of relations I ought to  maintain with the  Amir. General Stolaitoff 
kept all his conferences with the  Amir a most complete secret f rom 
me. And rnhat he said to  the Amir God alone knows. You are for- 
tunate-a handred times fortunate-that you were not  with us in  t h a t  
41 rnontl1sJ imprisonment into which the stay of the hussian Missioll at 
Kibu l  really resolved itself. 

" You have not, tllcrel'ore, experienced tha t  perpetual anxiety and  t h a t  
deadly suspense wllicll all of us had to go  through." 

B u t  in this I did not agree with General Itazg6110ff, becanse I fel t  
eorry, au well as aunoyecl, tha t  1 llnd not esperienced those s t rong sen- 
sations which the ~nemLers of the R,ussian 34issiou a t  IiALul felt, especi- 
ally (luring the last d:cgs of their stay in t h a t  city. 

During the evening of the day of m y  arrival a t  TQsh-ICorain, i .e . ,  
on the 2 j t l l  December 1878 (C>t,h January 1S7Y), the Wazir and the 
Icrizi came t u  the ten t  occupied by the  mernbnrs of the ltussinn Mission. 
Thcy had been sent by thc  air to we1a)me me, and also t o  ascertain 
w h e t h ~ r  I hacl got over the journey to  Trish-Iiurgrin prosperously. They  
aslcecl too \vlietller I had been well received by tlw Luiniib I<llush- Dil- 
K ldn .  The nest  day, the 26th Docrnrher 1778 (7th January  1879), 
I had an  audience of the Amir Sliir-Ali-Kl~riu, and at this  audiellce 
were present all the other members of t he  Russian RIission. 

After  the iirst i n t e r c h a n ~ e  of salutations allcl of the well-seasoned 
metaphors, custonlary to the East, cornpnrisons, coml~liments, kc., kc., 
tlle Amir spoke very fiilly about his own position a t  this  time, about his 
struggle with the Enqlish, and allout his proposed journey t o  Russia, 
" in order to  beseech tlle great, Russian Tsrir to  deferid liiln against t l ~ e  
Znglish. 

" Uefore the war the English used every endeavour t o  gain me over," 
s:iid the Amir, '( and to draw me to their side. Tlley gave me money 
and arlns ancl promised to  erllargr my territory, l ~ n t  I refused all  tlieir 
oCTers, preferring tlle fricntlshiy of llilssin to  all their pronlises. I lillow 
wll:~t l<nglish promises ancl 11:nglish gif t,s signify, for  the  history of 
their de: i l iu~s wit11 Indian rulet-s is too instructive and too maiiifest ? 
t o  Le llici horn  the  eyes. Now let them lrnow t h a t  I will place tile 
key of the gates of India  in the  halllls of Russia, who is frielldly 
t o  me. 

Tlle Amir t,hen spolcc of the  Intest p~l i t~ icn l  evc~les in  Enrope, alld 
asked me wlietlier lliisaio had not  begun a fresh war TurlieY, 
&c., kc.  

I le  tallccd rnl~ch, too, abont p r o m i n ~ n t  llistorical prrsonages, as, for 
eralnple, al)oet l'e r cr tlte (ircn t, wliose lncln ory he positively a.pl,e:lred 
t o  revcrencct ; about Alexnnd~r  I, Nicllolns I, Nnlx~lcoll I, and about 
modern @!)lit icinns, stlcll as  Prince Bismnrcli, Prince ( h i  t,cllnl;off, &c., 
kc. Olle ~ ~ ~ l l d  not but lwrccivc how strollply t,he Alnir desired to give 
the membcrs of the llnssian alission the idea that neitllrr llistory nor 
the politic:~l condition of modern Ihrope  was to  llim. And  
it must  illderd be acl~oowlcdgrd tha t  LIP displayed, during the  conversb 
ti011 on these topics, very sound and positively rare, for an Asintic sover- 
eign, ideas regarding the present politicnl.nconomic state, not only of 
Europe, bu t  also of the  world, in general. 



At the cloce of t he  audience which lasted for  34 hours, I medically 
examined tho Amfr, and I diagnosed his complaint to be catarrh 
of the throat  and larynx. After discussing wi th  h im as t o  the curative 
system t o  be adoptecl, I ret,urned to  m y  own tent.  

On the 27th 1)ecember (8th January),  I subjected the  Amir  for the 
first t iwe to  the action of a steam inhaler. This method of treutmenl; 
interrstecl him very ml~ch ,  and he had evidently see11 nothing of the kind 
before. Ele cluestiouecl me for  a long t ime about the  construction of the 
inlinler, ancl i t  wonltl seem t>hat he coulcl not at all comprehcncl wllv the 
water ascenrl~d into the  vertical cylinder. H e  completed tiis eniuiries 
with a compliment, saying : "Alt l lougl~ tlic Doctor-Sihib is only 23 
years olcl, he 11as tlle knowledge of a man of 60." I will not say tha t  this 
co rn~~ l imcn t  was very pleasillg to me, even tllough i t  nrns well meant. 

O n  tliis d:~te a post arrivecl from 1iil)ul. Yak6l)-Klilin reported to  
liis fa ther  t h a t  the Ellglish had occupied Jalil,il)Lid. Now, as some days 
previously, tlle Amir  had receivc~d from General I<anfmar~n the assurance 
t h a t  the i n t l c l ) ~ l ~ d e i ~ c ~  of AFgli6nistin would Le 1n:~intaiaecl by the Eng- 
l i ~ h ,  he sent the IVazir t,o Gcuersl UazgGnoff to inquire what this  contra- 
diction in  sl3e~ch siqnifi~cl. 

On  the  2Sth Decuml~cr (0111 Jant~ary) ,  I again went to  the Amir for 
t he  purpose of cau5ing him to inhale the steam jet. On  this occasion lie 
hilt1 wi th  him n gine:lt qa t l~e r ing  of S i rd l i~ .~ ,  and amonmst tllern were 

? m:Lnv whom 1 ditl not rccognise, but o t l~e r s  I hat1 seen Leiore on the  occn- 
tiion'of n iv  fii.>t visit t o  IiiLul. Tl11xs amongst them were t l ~ e  follorving : 
l1;,1)i1),111:;-1<115n, the hmir's nrl)llew, w l ~ o  was s ~ n t  by him t o  meet the 
l:~iqsi:~n Mission on i ts  journey t o  I<:iLul in the  month of J a l y ;  Jh l -  
A[~~ll:t:nrnad-Klirln, tlie governor of Birni jn ,  the Al;l~a!~cl-S:ihib or Court 
P l ~ ~ s i c i a n ,  nilom I hncl l i ~ e t  at the dyiilg-ljed of the Prince Abdullali- 
J j n .  Of course, i t  mus t  be added tha t  tlie 1Cizi and the  Wazir were 
also there, a s  the ortlinary at te~ldnl l ts  ~ 1 1 0  occupicci respectively the 
right, nncl lcft  side of the Amir. 

Wllcn I tool< out  the  inl~nler  from i ts  case and began to  bring i t  into 
tlic Amir, with evident satisfaction, hegan to  csplaill to  those 

be[ore him the  way the  npparatns w:ls nsrd, :ind llc lJroceedcd with gusto 
t o  clcscriIje to  them m y  method of trealment,  saying, i n  collclusion, tha t  
i t  was not  surprisillg tha t  t~enefit shoulcl IJC drrivecl from such a delicate 
metllod of cure, bec:luse foreign cloctors were, as a rulr, better than  
Afgl,bn, seeinn tha t  they knew somucll moi-e; for AfghAi~ doctors in  ail- 

? mellts of all l;lnds cram their pat,ients with only olle sort of mixture. 
TIle I<izi, as hecame a wily diplornnt, irniilecli;~tely aslied me for 

Borne medicine, com1)l;lining of ill-l~ealtll, :ill hoti~;Ii he ivns a t  t l ~ e  lime 
prrfpctly well. 'I'he Wazlr  too had, on thc  p1.evlorls evening, w r y  much 
wislle(l to  t ry  the efftlct of a ste:rm jet from niy i ~ ~ l ~ n l e r .  Ant1 he, there- 
fom, also began t o  complain of feeling pain in llis thro:lt, saying. t h s t  he 
had  nearly ctlolied. I es:imined his gullet, arrd not perceiving Itny sort 

dersugemeot of the  mucous membra t i~ ,  I advised l ~ i ~ n ,  i n  order t o  
ease his mind, t,o take small gulps of cold water. On receipt of this 
advice, tllc Wpzir  displayed, upon his dissatisfied cout~t~enance, a black 
expression, glancing askew through the cylinder of the inlinler, and n o t  
saying another word. The next day, i n  aosrver to m y  question a8 to how 
his tllroat was, he replied : '( It is nothing ; all pain has left me." 



T r  . 
Doring the evening of the same day, the Tlrnzir and the hnz l  came 

to our tent, and, after the usu :~ l  salutation, wlric.11 the former pll~lctu:rlly 
delivered every mornillg and eveninq on hellalf of the Amit., 1 pro- 
csetled t o  bns in~ss .  The JVazir I~eld 111 his hand i wo letters. One  of these 
w8'; f 1 . ~ 1 ~ ~  Krl~lt,rdr',, the Af,qllio Euvog at Tiishla ntl ,  addressed to  t he  
IVazir, not t o  tlle A111ir. I t  ran npprosimately a s  follows :- 

'( On the  12th (2Lth) Decrmbcr, tlle Governor-General of Russien- 
Turlcistin, General Aide-de-Camp Voa-T<aufmann, scnt for us, a ~ l d  said 
t'nat he \vonld now no longcr require us t o  remain a t  Tiisllkand, and that 
kvr: n~ ig l l t  retnrn t o  Afgilaoist6u. He hantled t o  us  v:~rious presents fc r 
the ~ lmi r -S ih i l )  (nlny God prolong his life ! ) saying t11:rt lie was himself 
sooil to S t .  Petersl)~lrq. Ilre then returned to  onr ornu abode. 
Soon :tt'[o~-mnrcls General I<nrlfmann again sent for us, and sliewcl(1 us  a 
te1egr:lm from St,. Petrrsburg i l l  mhicli i t  \vas stated t h a t  the Amir-Sihib 
( , I I : IV rf>ig~.u 1,e prolonged ! ) had left R;ibnl for Afql~6n-llurl;istjn, and  
tli:~t' l';rl;cil,-l<lrr(n 1iad startod for J:!lril;ilciil. I n  kiddinq u s  fnrcwell, 
tilt. (;(,\ernor-Gen~ral csprc\ssecl t l ~ e  opiuiou that, the Afgllrin diilicr1ltic.s 
\ v o n l t l ,  if Goti \rrill,btl, he rcmovetl in a pcbacci'ul ma lrncr. After  this nrc 
1cTt ' I  riclllc:~ilcl fc r Srirn:rrl;:~nd. I-Iern \Ire rcceiv~tl a letter f1.0n1 the Arnir- 
i i  The  Amir.'s let  PI. t o  the  Itnssi:ln Govcb~*no~.-(;c~le~ a1 was also 
t l i e r ~ ,  and I comrnuuicntetl i ts  cunt,elits 1)r t c ~ l e ~ r : ~ l ) l ~  t o  'l':i+lil;:~rld. I 
then wrote n, letter to  General K n ~ ~ i n i a ~ l r r  a\l<ing him For a, Inore detailed 
and delinite alis\\lel. to the qliest,ion r e l : ~ t i ~ ~ q -  t o  nrlncd s.;sistnnce to  
Afgl~i i l~~st i in .  I sllall remain a t  Sdnnnrliar~tl uutil I receive 'the Governor- 
General's a nsmer. 

I n  the m e : ~ n t i m ~  Gonerd K:~ufmann adtlres-ed tllc Amir another 
letter, dntc1d l2tll ( 2  I tli) l)ccacml~c~-, to  the Following ~iY~ft.ct :- 

" A\rrn-SB~r~o,-;\ 'In~ our l'rie.nds!lil) flourish. 
“After cxl~rcssion ol 111v \visheu that  You ln:l,v h a r e  hcalth and snc- 

cess in :]I1 y o ~ i ~ -  ~ i n ( l ~ r t : ~ I i i ~ i i y ,  1 ) ) ~  \ \ r o ~ ~ l s  arc as f ~ l l o \ r  :- 
o r  i l l  1 t I I t  1 1  I - I : ,  1 h : ~ v e  r~ce ived  with 

joy, and, on Ilcari~);: of Your !~e:ilt,li, I \\.as very grc:rtlv pl(>nscd. I have 
also rooeivc(1 thc copj- of t l ~ c  letter sent to  You Ly t1 le '~over i lo r -~e11er ; t l  
of 1 1 i  1 th:~nl; Yon For it. 

" 'l'lle l<ngli:.li 3 l i n i ~ i f ~ 1 . s  11,~ve given our Aml):~s~ntlor in I ;ont l l )~~ p o ~ i -  
tive assllr:a,n(*e t11at t,llc i ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ ) f ~ ~ ~ ( l c ~ ~ i ~ ( ?  of f\f:;I~:il~ist:it~ will l)e prcs~~rve(1 l)y 
them. TIlereC~re the St~vc.rcign 1Srnpcror has, iil-stly, been pl(~:r~ec! t o  
orclcr me tjo co~nrnr~nic:r t~ this I':~ct to  You ; and, s~condly ,  t,n cspross t o  
Yonr Tliglinosl: lI is A1:rj~sty's sincere wisli t o  preserve frie~rclly relations 
with Your 1Iiglirrt~ss in tlle frlt~ir.c~. 

" A s  I propo?e to soon pl.oct.ed to  the  cnlil:ll of t11e R n s ~ i a n  
Empirr on tlrcb airairs of t l ~ r  territory entrnsti>tl t u  mv cllalge, airtl as 
I do not desire too detain Your c~nfidcnt~is l  servants hew ally longer, 
sincr they are at the  present t ime so necessary to  yonrsclf, I have 
pcrmitjtrtl tllc morlllv A-ritn-?~tib, llirzn-nluharnnlad-Hnssirn-KhLn, and 
~lijx-(~llr~lim-~~~id;t~-l~l~iin, and the two oficers wit11 them t o  leave 
Tishliancl. 
-.- - 

Rol>ably t.lie one aeilt off from K~ibul  on tlie 26th Novcml)cr (8th December).-duthor. 
t Tllnt is, 8tl1 (20th) November, in answer to Uencral Karifnlann's letter, dated 21rt 

Octobcr (2nd November), in wkich he a d v ~ e d  the A& to offer the Euglioh th4 oliva- 
branch of peace."-Autlror. 



cr T beg Your Highness t o  communicate to  me, as  t o  Your sincere well- 
wisher and good friend, news of all  Your affairs. Letters from You, 
received after my dopartmre for St. Petersburg, I will direct to be sent 
on t o  me by special messenger* until the t ime arrives for  me t o  return 
t o  Tishkand.  

" I shall be glad of Your prosperity, and I sllall be afflicted if i t  pleases 
God t o  send You fresh trials. I beg You to accept a s  reminiscences of 
me the h11mLle gif ts  which I have sent t o  You through the Kdmna'b, 
~lirzn-~luhan1macl-Hassan-K115n. 

" May the  Most l i i g h  preserve You in good health for  many years 
t o  the prosperity and joy of Your subjects." 

Af t e r  this  letter had been read out, the  qTazi r  communicated t o  the 
members of the  Russian hlission tlie contents of a proclamatioll distri- 
buted by the  I ~ n g l i s h  throughout h fgh iu i s t i n .  This  proclamation was 
wri t ten i n  Persian, and the following was i ts  t ex t  : 

(lTe).e Dr. 17uvdrski gives a Russian translation of the proc7amntion 
in question.) 

A t  the  same time, the  I<5zi and  the Wazir  corroborated the 
intelligence a s  to  the  occupation of t he  town of Jalil5l)icl by the 
Pesliiwar column of the English army, which mas gradually advanc- 
i n g  upon IiriLul from tlle one side, and upon Kandahi r  from the 
other. Atlclucing these facts, the Wazir  and the  I i i z i  asked what 
it all meant ? 

" Generai Knufmann spenlcs to  us of the assurances of England to  
respect t h e  integrity of hfgliinistin," said they. " hleanwllile a n  English 
a rmy is occupyincr town after town, one place after ano t l i~ r .  l'llere *. 
seems to  1)e qo~nething false almut this. One of two things must be tlie 
case-either England is deceivinq ltrlssia, nncl wit11 ller ACgliinistin, or 
Itussin is q iv i~ lg  over Afqllrini~trin to the mercy of 15nglancl, conccnling, 
under the  mark of frieuclship, tlie false assurances of the English 
Ill inisters." 

Herer~pon General RnzgGnnff tric~d to  release himself from an incon- 
venient tlilealma, bu t  tliey lleltl to what  they snit]. 

" A l ~ o u t  this  mnttcr we can the more rea(1ily form an  opinion,)' they 
cont inu~t l ,  " since General I<nufmnnn, in al lowi~ig the members of our 
JIissiorl to  return, gave. them nothing, nor ditl he evpn malie over to them 
a dctinitc answer of ally Itind. All tlic worlcl linnws tllat tho 14mir-Sillib 
has seceivcd the I<~lss i :~n  Jlission with becoming Iiononr, whilst he refuscd 
t o  receive t11:lt Mission wllich the I';l~glisli offerecl him. I t  ~vonl(l he 
dishononra1,le nntl, i l l  the  h ig l~es t  degree, foolish on the pn1.t of Itussin 
t o  refuse to  g ive  her aid to  Afgllinistin a t  this prescnt timc, or to  
decline to  receive the Amir-Siihil). \Ye have l~itllerto supposed tha t  
Rr~ssia  is a m i g l ~ t y  Power, and  tha t  she does not deceive hcr frientls. 
B u t  now, by  refusing her aid to  Afgli:ir)istin, she will completely ruin 
her affairs i n  India,  and a.lso in Tuskistiin ; for  the inhabitants of both 
countries will come t o  regard ller with eyes very different to tllose 
wliich they have hitherto used. Therefore, the Amir-Sihib has 
directed us t o  tell you, General, tha t  if the Russian Government will 
no t  receive him a t  S t .  Petersbnrg, and will not intercede for him with 
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Rngland, then he will be sorry if events, not altogether agreeable to 
Russia, do not come about.') 

This unintelligible allusion to  some kind of future events llavc 
remained unexplained. How could events of this description be brought 
about? What had tlie Amir in his mind? But General ltazg6noff 
either did not hear the last expression, or he pretended not to hear i t ;  fur  
he remained perfectly silent, gazing, during the ~vhole of this convcr- 
sation, a t  his grey-coloored felt boots. The Wazir and the Kdzi remailled 
silent for some time. They then exchanged two or three llur~.ied pllr:~ses, 
and finally asked that  a decided answer should be given them to the 
question. Will the Amir-Siliib be received by the Russian Government 
a t  St. Petersburg or not ? "  

" I cannot give you a definite answer to this replied Gen- 
eral Razgbnoff," since the matter does not rest with me." 

'' But what is your personal opinion ?" persisted the IVazir. 
To this General Razg6noff answered that, in his personal opinion, 

Russia would act badly if she did not receive the Alnir. 
Tlleil the Wazir and Ka'zi, having requested that  General Razgiiuofl 

would write the purport of all tha t  they had said to him to General 
Kaufmann, bowed and took their leave. 

At  this time we were informed that  messengers from the Beg of 
Shir6bid had arrived. They had come to TI?asll-KurgArl, under orcl~rs 
from the Beg! to know why the  Russian Mission was ~ . ~ n ~ a . i n i n g  so 
long there, whilst General Rszgbnoff, in a letter writteu a long time 
previously, had told the Beg t l ~ a t  the Russiali &fission to ILibul woul(l 
soon pass through Bukhiran territory. 

" W-e have prepared everything on our bank of tlie Amu in order 
to receive, as is befittins, the exalted Mission," said the n1esseogelas. 
" We have long been waiting for you on our bank, and have a t  lengt'h 
decided to as~ert~ain the ca~use of such delay." 

Amongst other items of int,elligence, they told us that  the A m i r  
of Bukhjra had left Shahr-i-Sabz for Kirshi, and that  he mas there 
arait ' ing the arrival of the Russian Missiou. The messengers were, 
of course, rewarded and furnished by the Russian Mission with l e~ te r s  
to the Beg of Shiribid, and were then allowed to return. It is to be 
noticed that  these men did not come t o  TCsh-Kurgin by the usual 
road via" PLtta-GuzBr and Mazir-i-Sharif, but by the more direct route 
across the sandy steppe. 

" W e  did this," they said, " through fear of meeting with the 
Af ghBns." - 

That same day news was received a t  Tish-Kurgbn to  say t,hat the  
Momands had gone over to Shir-Ali's side from the date of the release 
of YakLb-KhBn, and that they were continuing to make themselves 
felt by the English. Thus a sliort time before the receipt of the  
report in question, they had plundered an English transport- train, and 
had driven off several hundrcds of camols. 

On the 29th December (10th January) I started off to  pay my 
usual morning visit to the Amir. On this occasion the Wazir, who 
had always been sent by the Amir to request me to come, invited Mr. 
Malevinski to go with me; Lut none of the other members of the Mission 
were asked t o  go too. As soon, therefore, as Ueuernl Razg6noff learnt 
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that Mr. Malevinski wss going with me to  the Amir, he annouuced 
that  he and all the other members of the Mission would accompany 
me. Accordingly they all set off. 

When we entered the Amir's tent, one could not but notice how 
surprisetl lle mas to see all the members of the Mission comiug before 
hiin without any'invitatiou on his part. On this occasion he did not 
converse with fscedom, and indeed scarcely spoke a t  all to  us, 
eo that me soon took our leave. As we were r e t u r n i ~ ~ ~  to our 
tent, hfr. Malevinski conl-ided to me, as a grea,t secret, tha t  General 
Razg6noff had received a letter from General Icaufmann, and that i n  
this let,i;er orders mere given to him to  withdraw his mission from 
A f g h ~ ~ ~ i s t i n ,  or rat,her the recnll rvas reiterated which he had already 
received. Bu t  i n  this communicstioll there was something quite new, 
nt least as regarcls myself. Thus General Kanfmann communic;ltt.d 
in this letter orders about my remaining a t  Maelr-i-Sharif after the 
Russian Mission slloulcl have left the limits of Afghinistiin, if the 
Arnir desired to have my services. 

Cfenel-aI Knufma,nn w1.ot.e : " I n  the  event of the Amir-Scihib not; 
requiring I)octo~- Yav61-sl;i, he should ret'urn to the  Amir Muzaffar- 
Kh6n of Bukhhra in urder to rencler him meclical aid. He  will be 
accompanied by Yesout! (Captain of Cossaclis) Bulritsel and by Aulic- 
Councillor Chanusl~rff, who are now attached to tlre Afgl16n Xfission." 

Later on, in tfhe sa,rne letter, the  dread was expressed lest the Anlir 
shonlcl 50 t o  Russia, " which God forbid," although the idpa of Shir- 
Ali le:~ir~ng ICAbul for illazrir-i-Sharif with his troops met with Genera.1 
Kaof rnann's approval. 

The rcvela.~i;,n of. t l l ~ s e  " secrets"strnck me a,s being strange. 
Ancl yet T was vcry clissakislied with Generu,l Kazg:.Gt~off for his misplaced 
secrecy, ancl i t  scemecl funny tll:~t he should wish in the case of matters 
that  were ol,viot~sl y OF not t.lie slightest moment to be so close. This 
pnrtico1;v letter 'had been received several clays before, and yet I l ~ a d  
been tolt:l i~ot,hii); c2i)ollt (;enera1 Kaul'mann's arrangements concerning 
me personally-a, matter of very great importance to myself. 

"It is evident," I t l ~ o u ~ l ~ t  to myself, " that  they will reEuse to  allow 
the Amir t,o go to Russia," and I ~ i c t u r e d  to myself what would happen 
after such refusal had been commuuicatcd to him, and my own position, 
with a rejected Amir, cast upon the mercy of fate. How, then, could I 
not imagine myself to be the sole "evening sacrifice for the sins of one 
and all ? " 

But  my gloomy thoughts soon gave place t o  brighter and even 
lively imaginations when I reflected that  I might play the part of 
Physician-in-Ordinary to nearly all the Central Asian potentates, by 
taking ailvantage of a suitable opportunity, to use s more or less 
high-flown expression. Tlie bad impression produced upon me by 
Malevi~iski's communications altogether vanished after I had taken e 
walk through t11i city and i ts suburbs. The fact was that, from the 
first day of my arrival at Tiish-Kurgin, I demanded of the Amir com- 
plete freedom of action, and on this particular day I was not slow to 
take advantage of the permission then given me. I can say, not with- 
out pride, that T mas the only member oE the Russian Mission t o  
Kabul who dared to  break through the perpetual imprisonment within 



the four walls of a house or of a tent, and who regularly every 
day took his rides or walks through the suburbs of the town of 
TBsh- Kurgin. 

The town of Tish-Kurg6n had, at the particular time of which I am 
speaking, changed its normal appearance. The usually 
yoor quiet-looling place, with its dirty and gloomy bazaars, now seem- 
ed to have been restored, and to have entered upon the noisy life of a 
temporary capital. A very city of tents stretched along it from west 
to these tents were so pitched as to forin in every directiori 
through their lines rows of streets and of side alleys. I n  this huge 
city of canvas were the various troops who had come with the Amir, 
and above the various tents floated standards of battalions and of 

Almost in the very centre of the camp, but more towards its 
western edge, rose up a white cone-shaped tent which struck the 
eye on account of its sise. This was the temporary abode 
of the Amir. Like the one which was occupied I)y the members of the 
Russian Mission, i t  had two flics, i.e., it had double walls of cauvas 
with a space of 3& feet between them. The cone-shaped roof was 
also double. I n  all the four w:tlls there were olwnings for windows 
zrld for doors, and each of these hati a roll of' canvas to  let down in 
front of i t  when required 'l11le tent measured 63' x 56', and it was 
21 feet high. It mas supported by one pole placecl in the centre of the 
cone. ' The roof of the tent was fnrtller src~ured by means of cords tightly 
stretched and fastened dvwu by iron peqs let illto tlie ground, whilst 
at encll corner of the side-walls were inscrt4ed sleodcr but strong wooden 
uprigllts. Tllis descl-ipliou of tent, notwilllstaoding its vast dimen- 
sic,ns, can he made very por1d)lo ; :I nd ,  :ts n rule, i t  can be carried on the 
pack-saddles of two or tlrree stulwdy inllles. 'I'be interior of the tent 
was fit,ted up very mocleslly ; on t he  tloor were spread Turkumhn 
a,nd Khul.&ssin carpets. 'I'l~e spot whereon satt t,lltx -4mir was raised 
sliglltly above the ground, ant1 was coverod with :t KiishgAr carpet of 
sill;en web, and over i t  nr\las tl11.omn a t,;ger's sl:iil. Round pillows \vern 
placed beside each arnl of tlre hlnis,  wlio bat, iu tlie Asiatic way, ice., wit11 
his legs bent under his body. A complete a,l)sence of f&niture wa.s 
notice:ille thronghout the tent . 

Such was the tenl, occ~11)iid 1)y t lie k n i r  wlleo he gave audiellees 
to the mcmbers of our Missiou, 0 1 -  hclcl a I)oi5L;ir Tor his Sirdirs, or when 
he was engaged in his State affairs. 

Thr procediire adopted tl~rooghout AFgl~iinistiLn in mattera 
to the law very forcibly mcalls to mind the patriarclial times. Almost 
every judicial case comes t o  the eyes or ears of the Amir, and every 
sentence passes from his lips. Oncc, when I advised Sllir-Ali 
for ~ u r e l y  therapeutic reasons to speuL as litllc as possible, botll 
out of doors as well as in  his tcnt, hc in(liguantly exclaimed : ic you 
do not know what kind of people my sul)i(lct,s are. 'PIley are 
to come to me for every tl.iflio2 illinn.' a i d  t81ierefore Pvelly jurll- 
cia1 case, however insigniiicant it ,  he, c<,~l,r~s li~l'ore mvhelta, c;o tbaL 
constantly in my ears resou ~ ~ t l . ;  the cry " ( - ! )  fi A mil - 
Sahib ! " The pretensions of 311, thercAfore, T ,nust satisry ; wltll eacl, 



one I must speak of that of which he has need, even though the 
matter be of no moment whatsoever. Were I to  refuse but one of 
them his request, i t  would immediately be said that I wished to know 
of no one, rior of his affairs ; that I did not desire to be bothered with 
work, and that  I was a tyrant, and the like. Even now I know that  maoy 
speak ill of me, and were I to behave, as you would have me do, with 
the simple folk, what need to speak about Sirdirs ! No, Doctor- 
Sihib, you do not know the sort of subjects I have got." 

The Amir generally used for his sleeping tent, or for the serving 
up of his meals, an ordinary Kirghiz yurta or felt-tent with scarcely 
any fittings in i t  a t  all. Alongside of this were pitched several other 
yurtas which contained his harem and the like, and when I attended the 
Amir to administer the steam inhaler, I was generally ushered into the 
yul-ta where he slept. 

On all sides of the Amir's tents wPre posted pickets and guards, 
whilst four men, of huge proportions, in blue uniforms and shaggy 
head-dresses of striped wool, slowly marched up and down, carrying their 
muskets a t  " the present." 

A thoroughly military life mas now led both in the city and in the 
camp. At 7 A.M. the troops were roused by the morning-gun, which 
shook the dilapidated walls of the neighbouring citadel, whilst bands- 
men made their appearance on the glacis of the fort and struck up a 
Persian march ; and they played, i t  must be confessed, very fairly well. 
The discharge of the gun and the playing of the march were repeated 
at noon, and again a t  6 P. ;\.I. 

And the same were often heard a t  all sorts of odd hours, such, 
for instance, as when the Amir went out for an airing, or, accom- 
panied by his falcons or his greyhounds, he proceeded on some hunting 
expedition. 

" '['iiah-Kurgiin is a fairly large town, and covers an area of from 43 to 
55 square miles. It is parti;~,lly encircled by a mountain spur, a t  the 
chnd ot' which stands t 1 1 ~  citadcl. The houses of Tish-KurgLn are very 
cromtlcd together, so tllnt it is only along the edges of the town that a 
trreen hclt of yardens appears a t  certain seasons of the year. 'lhe great- 
a 
er pol tiou of the houses have cupola-shaped roofs, and, with hut  very few 
exceptions, have only one story. Some of the streets are paved 
with stone or are laid down with gravel ; but of the good cluality of this 
surface there is not much to be said. The bazaars are situated in thc 
centre of the city along the banks of the Khulm stream, which is fairly 
wide. These bazaars are of the ordinary Central Asian type. There 
are the same innumerable narrow passages which take the place of streets ; 
the same infinite number of side-lanes and turnings in every direction ; 
the same decayed reed roofs, projecting from one row of shops to those 
opposite ; the same closely-pncl~ed aud slovenly booths, in wliich sit with 
an air of import;xncs the cla1)bIclrs in politics and the vendors of various 
wares. I ' :v~~ry~vl~er~c~ tllere i s  tho same darl<ness, the same dirt ; whilst 
the same suf loc;~t ing attnosl)l~ere perpetually reigns under thc latticed 
I ) ; L ~ t , i t ~ c , ~ ~ ~  ; tl~tl sa111e v;L~IoIIsI ,v - (~I :L~ a11d varied-tongued crowd saunters 
abJl,~,t each sliol~, 01.  cxc.l~;~i~gc:s tlie same jokes a t  the corner of every 



and ; the same dainties and the same everlasting smoking 
knfi&(j are exposed to the view of the passes by.. There is the same 
rnake-belief of buying and selling, the same appraising, the same trying 
giving opinion; the same sniffing and tasting, and then, with com- 
plete the customary rejection of the goods. Such go 
on daily and hourly in every Central Asian mart. And the seller thinks 

ill of the would-be customer, if after haggling for half an hour 
he leaves withoi~t buying one single thing. For the thousandth time he 
will show the idelltical species of good ; for the thousandth time he will 
relate to every passer by the merits of his wares and all this he will 
(7.0 through p i e t ly  and with a certain degree of merit, and even not with- 
b 
out satisfaction, though such may not be traceable in his eyes or discern- 
ible from his demeanour." 

The population of Tish-Kurgin is probably not below 30,000 souls. I 
say only c6  probably" because even the Afghin authorities do not know for 
certain what are the exact numbers of inhabitants. In  the city the new- 
oomers live side by side with the Tijiks or aboriginal inhabitants of the 
country, but they form the mass of the present population. Uzbaks, of 
the Mingbranch, preponderate amongst the inhabitants of Tish-Kurgin ; 
amongst them, however, are some Uzbaks of the Kgttagin branch. Then, 
but in comparatively small numbers, come Afghins, Hindus, and Jews. 
'( Iranians," i.e., Persians, Tnrkumins, and also Hazhras, come to Tiish- 
Kurgin only occasionally-the instances of their settling down for good, 
and all are rare. 

A considerable number of the city inhabitants are engaged in agri- 
culture, and therefore Tish-Icurgin on nearly every side is surrounded 
by a wide belt of ploughed fields. I have already said that large autumn, 
as well as spring, crops are raised in tlie neimhbourhood. 

h, 
Ten versls (6; miles) to the north of Tas11-ICurgin are the ruins of 

an ancient, and apparently a large settlement. V'l1:~t these ruins are I 
could not ascertain, except that they bear the name Chilr-Abaf. 

On the evening of tlie 30th December (11th Jmlonry 1879),'doring my 
customary visit to the Amir, I had a long conversatioil with him and 
with his adherents. The theme of thi.; co~lversat~ion was, of course, the 
polit,ic,al events t,l~nt were occurring in Central Asia. 

" What clocs thc Doc1 or-Siliib tlri111<,)' enqnirecl the Amir of me, Cc  re- 
garding tlie feeli~igs \vliic~li tllc E~iglisll eilt~rtain ~.especting myself." 

I answerccl that they could scarcely be Inore friendly now than tllcy 
wcre before. 

" FVlly ? " again asked thc Amir. 
1 si~saereed, "I think so, because, when the Amir-S.ihib quitbed KQhlll 

for Afghin-Turliistin, he gave the Eliglish clcarIy to unclrrstand tllnt llc 
ditl not wish t o  have anylllit~g more to say t o  them, whilst his endea- 
vour was to  become more i~~ t ima tc  st111 with Russia." 

" YOU ]lave spoken well," thc Amir rcjoilled with " The EnS- 
lisll hate mc becaose i lnve made over thc keys of tile gat,es of Illdla 
into hn.nds of itussia." Thcy offered me money allll erllls, and they 
prol'osed to restore t o  me Peshiwar and ICo]~jt,* if ollly I mould enter 

-- - - - -- -- -- - - - - -- - * 1 t l~iuk tllat tlrc Ainir 011 this occasioi~ pnrposrly crnggcratetl the nature of tile 
offers mndc t o  hiin I)y tllr Nllglisll. His doiilg so ~nigl l t ,  Ilowevcr, have heen tile 
habit of a regular diplomat, for 11e could Lave no rcaaorl to deceive me.-Authol.. 



into an alliance with them ; but I preferred to refuge ev?rything they put 
before me. For me " the water of life * " is dearer than all else. 
my father stood by the side of Russia, so now I shall go to the Russian 
Emperor. Yes, honour, the essence of life, is dearer than everything. 1f 
the Russian Emperor too insults me, though he were then to give me 
100 millions, I would refuse all his friendship, and could no longer live." 
'' Poor Amir !" thought I as he was uttering these sentiments. (' ~h~~ 
dost not know that  in General Kaufmann's letter to  General Razgdnoff 
there are several lines which mould completely shatter thy hopes regard- 
ing R,ussia." " It is well that  the  Amir has left for,Mazir-i-Sharif, but, 
God forbid, that  he should come to us," wrote General Kaufmann. 

The Amir, of course, did not know about this passage, for General 
Razgbnoff had not  communicated i t  to him. B a t  could I tell him about 
what had been written colicerning him? Let  the reader decide this 
question for himself. 

Up to this date, :{lst December (1 2th January), General Raz36noff had 
not yet written to General Icaufmann about the conversation which 
had passed between himself and the Wazir and KAzi on the 28th Decem- 
ber (9th January). The Wnzir aslcecl him if lie had done so several times 
a day. " \\'ill you soon write tlie letter to  the Governor-General ?" and 
the answer he received was, " I n  half-an-hour the despatch will be 
prepared." But  this " half-au-hour " was prolonged into a day. Again 
came the qu~s t ion  from the Wazir : " Is the letter ready ? " and again 
the answer " No ; it is not ready, because I have no information regard- 
ing the strength of tlie AfghAn troops in ASghAn:Turl;istAn." The 
Wazir then immediately went off to the Amir, and soon brought back 
the answer. 

I n  AfgliLn-Turkistjn there are about 20 battalions of infantry, and 
there are almost as many rno1.e a t  IIerLt. Then General RazgGnoff did 
not write the letter, because the Afghzins had not given him exact 
details about the military o~,c~l-citions, and about their losses in the fights 
with the Enqlish." And i l l  this way he put off the despatch of his pro- 
mised letter from one day t n  ,~notl~ei-,  so thak ncws of interest, such as the 
English occupation of J:tlllliil~atl, mas not rep )rtr cl to the Governor-Gen- 
era1 OF Russian-'l'urkistiin a t  211. 

To-clay, :i l s t  Decernb~r ( I !tll January), in answer to my cluestion 
' 4  iYllt l l l  tl,,cj.; tl,e Amir-S;i;lrl~ tl~illli of' cont~lluing his journey ?" he rep- 
likyl, " '1'0-111 orl-OW." 

.I 1 lenxt l I ,  (senern1 I< axg6noff decirlctl to read out to t h e  V':~zir 
pxt r,lta~ .- t'rc t r  n '\ iencral K:cuEnlann's let ter, in which he corn rnunicatetl tho 
c,rcle,. for thr  I;llssan Mi~siou to cl~iit AFgh;init-tan. IIe then procerded 
to rr . ~ t l  out t l,:,t portion of the l e t t ~ ~  i n  which the Amir was aclvisetl to 
c o n c . l , l  I t :  a prl:,cacb \kith E r ~ ~ l a n d .  This paf i . : )~~  ran as follows :- 

'' I t  would I)c well ii t11e Amir-S6hih hat1 acted upon my offici;l\ advice 
t o  cnll(>l~~tle a, l)e:lcao with I31~i;l:tncl." This passage was evidentIly not, under- 
stoclc! the \V : i~ i r ,  for i t  1 rocluced on his c o u ~ ~  tenance a puzzled ~x~)ression.  
frllc pll mhe " (1 fur1)id t11.1 t the Arnir-Silli b should come to Russia " 
intelprctrd 1 , ~ -  (icneral Razgbnoff to the Wasir as a simple suggestion t11:lt 
the Amir sllould remain a t  MazAr-i-Sharif as long as so it 

a _ _ - - 

* That ie "honour "-a metaphor which it rcems lo me was both characteristic rind 
appo8ite.-Author. 



apparently failed to convey any important m ~ a n i n g  to the Wazir ; but 
when General Razgbnoff read out the passage in the letter i n  which 
General Kaufmanll spoke about his wish that  the Amir should commu- 
nicate to him " only the sacred truth," the Wazir angrily broke in with 
the answer, " The Amir has always done so. Before his departure from 
~ i b ~ l  he wrote* to General Kaufmann to say tha t  he had been defeated, 
and he then asked for military assistance.'' General Kaufmann's advice 
to the Amir to keep up direct relations with Yaldb-RhAu and with 
General Kaufmann himself called from the Wazir the return answer 
tllat c c  from the first the Amir has maintained a daily correspondence 
with YakGb-Hh&n, alld that, as regards General Kaufmann, his relations 
would altogether clepend on the General-Sfihib (i. e., with General 
RazgGnoff). " After this the Wazir once more asked if the letter t o  
General Kaufmann was ready? When all the extracts from General 
Kaufmann's letter had been read out to him, the W'azir intimated that  
what General Razg6nofE had read out he could not communicate to  the  
Amir. 

(' I will go and sav to the  Amir-Sjhib that, if he thinks fit, he will 
himself hear what thebenerd-%bib bas to  say; and, i n  that  case, he will 
invite you to go to him," continued tlze Wazir. " It is now the hour a t  
which the Doctor-Sjhib usually visits the Amir-SBhib. I f  it is necessary 
to communicate what has hegn said to  the  Amir-SdliiL, then let the 
General-Siihib give the Doctor-SBhib the letter which he can read out to  
the Amir-Siilii\)." 

But General RazgGnoff would not give me the letter, offering his own 
services, and saying that he would himself go and reat1 i t  out to the Amir. 
Upon this the FVazir said that  he would go at  once and inform the Amir 
respecting the General's wish ; and lie conclnrled by saying, " I f  the Amir- 
Sihib thinks fit, be will 11mr you, and I will come to  pou accordingly." 

Some time ai'terkvards the Amlr sent a messenger to me, but he clid not 
ask to see the General. Tllus the Amir mas never tolci either about tlie 
recall of the Russian Rlission to TAsl~l-and, or :%Lout General Kaufmalln's 
refusal to accept liis n~islies to be allowed to go to Russia. 

I cannot refrain from here expre~siilg my surprise a t  the metllod 
adopted by General Razq611off in con~municnting to the Wazir the above 
extracts from General KsuEmann's letter. 'l'he fact is tha t  if these 
extracts had been read out to tlle Wazir, after prolonged consideration, 
some m&e reasonable idea would have sugysted  itself, either in  the form 
of softening the communication and the cBecl i t  had in the eyes of the 
Wazir, or of avoiding the hot quarrel which went on wllilst the extracts 
were being read between General Razgbnoff and the Interpreter Naziroff. 
Thus the passages were first of all read out  in Russian; then they were 
altered also in Russian, and in this process their meaning was changed 
several times ovcr, and, finally, they were renderecl illto Persian for  the 
b~nef i t  of the Wnzir. I have already said tha t  the rending out of the 
extracts from Dr t l~ ra l  Kaufmann's letter produced a very indefinite sort 
of impression on the mind of the Wazir, and I have grounds for the belief 
that  he did not credit the authenticity of the extracts to  which he had 
been listening. 

* Shir- Ali-Klldn'a letter to aenerel Kaufmann de~patched on 26th Novembm (8th 
December) 1878.-Author. 



T h e  same day I received a letter from the  TZeg of Shiriibid. After 
n whole s t r ing of compliments, with which he began his letter (for 
instance, he called me a " Christian sage "), he asked me whether I had 
yet joined tllc other members of the Russian Mission, and how they 
all  were ? Did the Russian Mission soon pnrpose returning from 
Afgh in i s t i n  to Tishknnd, kc., kc .  H e  then nslied for timely notice 
t o  be given him regarding thc journey of the Jfission through Shir- 
6l)Ad. I, o l  course, did not fail to answer the Beg's letter, and the same 
day his messenger left TLsh-Kurg61l on his ret111.n t o  SliiribBd. To him 
I was obliged to entrust my private correspondence, and also my reports 
to  the  Rus.-ian autl~orities, since General RazgS.5uoff had not yet written 
his promised letter to General Kaufmana,  and I could not await the 
departure of the orclinary courier of t'lle Mission ; for, by so cloing, I 
slloulcl have ~leecllessly lost time. 



CHAPTER V. 

Journey of t h e  Amir from T&sh-Kurgin t o  Mxzbr-i-Sharif-Afghin troops-News of t h e  
lnter conquests of tlie English in  AfghQnistBn-Return of the  AfghBn Mission f r o m  
TLshkand-The Amir receives all oficial refusal to  his request  to  be allowed t o  go  t o  
S t .  Petersburg-Stormy debate a t  ar. audience w i t h  t h e  Amir on t h e  subject of this  
lctter-A fresh messenger and  another letter-The A ~ n i r  is  invited t o  go  t o  Tashkand 
-His prepnrntions f o r  the  jo~irney-The \vazir and  tlit. Klizi-Tlie Ainir's dai ly  life ; 
his occupatiolls and his amusemeuts; his harein-My visit t o  t h e  Krizi. 

AT 8 A.M. to-day, 1 s t  (13th) January 1879, we set out f rom Tish-  
Icurgin. The whole camp was in a state of commotion, and noise was 
going on on all sides. Here horses and camels were being laden, there 
they were striking and rolling up  tents. A little fortlier on A f g h i n  
soldiers were formlng up in parade order. The Amir's tent  alone still 
contiliued for a long time to rear i ts  white cone-shaped roof a'bove all the  
ch:los and confusion. A t  last it, too, was striick and  packed on the 
bnclzs of three stout mules. Then there rattled for th a perfect roll of 
durns, and there resounded tlie mrlancholy air of some Afgh iu  march, 
whilst from tlie walls of the citadel several salvos were fired. All this  
siguified tha t  the Amir had started on liis journey. 

For liis use there had been saddled a small but  compact horse, wi th  
a broad chest,, of the breed called K ~ x , / n g d ~ ~ i ,  The English saddle 
on the animal's back was covered with velvet embroidered i n  gold. 
'l'llc? sntl~llecloth was made out of the fur  of a black bear, wliich tlie 
Afglihns told me had been shot in  the lnountains of Bidakhshin.  The  
bridle was also of English manufacture and had golden buckles, whilst 
the stirrups were ornamented wit11 silver enamel. 

Tlle costume in which the Amir rode was of the ordinary Afgh in  
type (something like our military uniform of the new pattern, bu t  wi th  
a tleeper collar ant1 with friller atid more l~ronounced sliirts). Above 
this he wore a light fur-coat, and he had on striped pantaloons, 
c a t  for riding, and gaiters. His  lieaddress took the shape of a 
kl~/C;lih of 1)I:~ck 1aml)'s-wool* (commonly called A.rtrakllotl). His belt 
was of gold-lace, ant1 from the left side hung a n  elegant sword of KBbul 
man~lfnctare. The Amir carrietl no revolver. 

When the Amir's horse was led up, a number of hands clasped him, 
and assisted him to mount. The pace at \vliich he rode was a very 
nueven aml~le,  so1netilnc.s rapid :i11(1 a t  o t l u ~ s  slow. I~eh ind  him was s 
large suile of his ;~ t l I i~ rc~ l t s ,  and arc)ullcl the entire grgup were the  
m c m l ~ ~ r s  of his l)erso~ial go:ti.cl. 

0l)jectors l o  vivisect.ion, ~rliic-li lifter nll is only prncht,ised for  mn~i 's  good, miglit with 
advsntngc Lr~rn tlicir : ~ t ~ c n t i o ~ ~  to tile way ill wl1ic.h the  bcst k ind  of so-callcd Astr.akham 
ir  obt~111c11.- IIr .  h. Q. 

I n  all prohsbility the  sword given to him by Imrd h I ~ y o  a t  tlie Umhalln Dnrhhr of 
l M R ,  w ~ t h  which, like his rival Abdul R a l ~ m i n ,  Ire swore t o  " strike down the euelnies of the  
English."- W. A, G .  

11 



The memljers of tlle Russian Mission rode some clistance l)ellind 
the Amir, and they were attended by the Wazir and a small detacllment 
of Afgl i in  llorsemen. 

During the  mamh the Amir made several halts, as  thoogh he would 
w:rit for the  members of the Russian Mission to  come up. Bu t  each 
l ime tha t  he niadt! a p ~ u s e  of this kind, General Razg6noff, in his 
turn, also drew u p  and waited for  the Bmi r  to  continue llis juornry. It 
\\.:IS t,hus clear that General Razgbnoff avoided meeting the Amir. Bu t  
1vll;v ? Il 'hat was the meaning of his cloing so ? The mem1)ers of' the 
A1 ission told me tha t  dur ing  the  previous march across t lle Hjnclll- Kllsll 
r:lnme Gener:~l RazgGnoff also endeavonred t o  avoid, riding wit11 the 

7 Al11ir. 'I'hey esp1;tirled this  apparently myste~.ious behaviour On the 
])art of the  (;enera1 in various ways. As T. could not rt.concile t!lsir 
eul)lanittious, I addressed myself direct to the General with the 
" \Thy do we not ride wit,ll the  A m i r  ? " " Do yon n o t  spe, (lector," 
(;f~nei.al Ra7gGnotT ariswered r e ,  " whvn we ride with the Amir, Ile SO 
o f t ~ n  turns to me with various questions of a political cllaracter. l'llere 
\vltuld, oi' course, be notllillg particular in  llis doinv so, if he were ncbt to -. ~ w t  them in suvh a form as to compttl me to glve h1:m m y  pe~.sonnl . . 
U I ) I I N O I I  ;-ant1 what  11avr I got  to say ? " 

h'lennwllile, I personally llatl a vrc-at desire t o  ride with the Anlir. I 
h, . . ~*1)11ld not undilrstnnrl Ge~lernl 1~azg:.onoft"s drtxd of the i\rnit.)s queet ion1 ng, 

:~ l t l i~ ,uqh  ~ I P  1ni:ht he obligetl to give expr~sssion to  his "personnl opi11io11." 
I:nr, al'ter all, pe1~aoi1nl co11tac.t was the \lest wily of 1<11o\\ ilrg the Xmir- 
31111 i irl t  lli~rl alo!lc~, I ) l~ t  s l i ;  tle of evtlrvl~otly arid evt~rything a1)out Iiim. 

0 1 1  illis occ;~.i~ln t ! i ~  Al~i i r  evi(lt11ltly i~~ ten t l e t l  to  s l )e :~k to (;rucr;ll 
H:~~;;ciac.t'E a t  s~lj  111 itv, for he lialt,etl ~ I I  the roacl lor a very eo~~sitlernl)le 
t i n r ~ .  Thereupon, General Eazgciuoff turuecl off the roatl, and, avoiding 
a, meeting wliich lip evitlei~tly conside~'ed nndesirable, so reachrcl the next 
encamping-ground. Of course, the Amir  did not  overtake us ; but, he 
imrn~diately rode off a t  a rapicl rate across-country in pursuit  of game. 
Xuw, I think, I k~lorn th r  real reason for General Rnzg6noff's dread of 
meeting the  Amir.  The  luct was he had not yet  sent off t o  Genera'l 
R n ~ ~ E m a n n  any tlespatcl~es relating t o  recent events in  Afgh6nis't611, and 
he  had not  sent them oft' because he had not even written them. At a 
meeting wi th  tlle Amir  the  conversation would necessarily turn to  
political topics, and  the  Arnir would, of course, hasten t o  ask whether 
General Razgbnoff ha(1 reported t o  the  Governor-General of Russinll 
'l'urkistiin about the English occupation of Jal6l;iLBd. And what coultl 
he answer t o  this  cluestion ? I will answer this  question in  General 
Hazgbnoff's own words. 

O n  this date, 1 s t  ( 13th) January 1879, we made a very short march, 
not  exceeding a distance of 10 v e r s t ~  (63 miles). The  encamping- 
ground mas in tlie open country; for there is no  village in tJhe 
neighbonrllood. The  name of this  particular locality is Gilja-l'ui. 
It seemed strange t o  us, the m e m h ~ r s  of the Rl~ssian Mission, tha t  slrc.11 
a short march should have been tixetl for this date, and yet i t  sl~ould t ~ ~ b t  
be forp , t ten  !.bat t o  an  Amir of Central i ls in  p r ~ a t  rapidily in trnrell I I I ~  

is forbltlden by the rulcs of native e t i c ~ ~ ~ c t  te ; anrl not only in Bnl~lln ra, 
b t ~ t  also in lifgliiinisliiri, a slow rate of progress i~ connected with 
Oriental not.ior~s OF tligriity. 



Fresh news from K i b u l  reached us  on this date ; for Yaklib-Khin 
reported to his father tha t  though the  Enfilish had occupied JaliilibLcl, 
they had mi~de no further advance in the d~rec t ion  of Kibul .  Prom the  
Qoetta direction they had continued to pus11 on towards I<andiihBr, and 
s t  the tilne t h s t  A$uliammad-Yusuf-Kliii~l had repnrted to  Yaklib-Khill 
they were llot f a r  from, tha t  city.* YakGb-lihriu then went 011 to say 
tlrat 11e was not proceeding to. Jalri!iiLiiil,t but that,  on the colltlnry, t h e  
Enqli;ll had illvited him to  enter into peace1 u l  negotiations ivith then], 
atldreasing this commuilication t o  the " Naib  of ICAbul." To  this invit,a- 
tioo, Ynblib-Khh said he llad replied tha t  he had not been ernpowel.ed 
by llis fatlrer to  enter into any  sort of negotiations with the  l i t~gl i sh .  
H e  Il;td, therefore, advised the Bn@ish authorities t o  turn  with this  
object t o  tlie Amir, Shir-Ali-Klrin, himself. " And since m y  father  is 
a t  the present rnomei~t j o u r n e y i ~ ~ g  t o  St. PetersLurgh," wrote Yakhb- 
I(11;in t o  the  English, " you call forward your proposals to  t h a t  
capitalaJJ 

That  evening, when I was with the  Amir, he opened his conversation 
wit11 tilt: usual remark about ' the evil days,' and :~fter g iv ing  expression 
to his customary remarks about the English 11:lving offered lliin mouey 
a ~ ~ d  arms, and about their having always promised to increase his domi- 
nions, he adcled tha t  he had refused all their proposals and promises, and 
that lie no l u ~ g e r  wished to have anything to  say to  them. 

" 1 have concluded a n  alliance nritli l-tussia, and I will firmly adhere 
to lrly declamtion. L e t  us see what ltussia will do for us. I have made 
over to her tlie keys of tlle gates of Inclia, and I have ;innouuced the 
C O I I I  111sioil of relations with her that  are lnrleh closer than  ordinary 
f r i ~ ~ l l i p .  ]?or the sdke of this  friendship, I have left  m y  own 
~ o v ~ i e i y t l t y .  And wliy?-Bocause, forty years ago, m y  father was 
fric>ntlly toivards Russia; and I am carrying out  his will." 

111 saying this, the Amir con~ t~an t ly  c~nquirecl what  was m y  personal 
opil~ion, and I of course to  all such enquiries rejoined, as  fa r  as 
I could, by gcncral plirases. I could co t  indeed do otherwise; for I 
had no ii~strnctions in the matter, and neither Gcueral Kaufmnnn 
nor Gelleral liazg6uoff llad made me acqnaiuted with any  sort of 
progr;lmme. I must say tha t  this circnmstnucc, tlie non-receipt of any  
ir~structions, was very strange. My position, as the  pcrsonal p11ysici:~n 
of tlie Amir, was such t h a t  I must, of neccssity and cl\lite apart  
from :l,ny wish of m y  own, play a political part. I was thus c o ~ n ~ ~ e l l e d  

the force of m y  own positiou to give answers to various questions 
of a purely character with which thc Amir pliccl me. It is d e a r  
tha t  in snc.11 answers I coulil not but be at variance \vitli wliat Gelleral 
ltnzg6nof himselSf might  say to  tlie Amir. It is also clear tha t ,  i n  ortler 

* ' l ' l ~ i w  lcttcr ft.onl the Oorcrnor of IZnl~dr~l~tlr  as written about 16tl1 (27th) 
Dccc~nhor  1878, or sollie d ~ y s  before the actnal occnpatio~l of I<and:rl~ir by the 
Nt~glisli.-Avlhor. 

t. 'I'l~e 1\1nir's prohibition n g : ~ i n a t  his going to Jnlrilril~:id was sent from Tislr-Knrg6n ; 
b u t  t l ~ o  tt4rg1.xn1 OII tlre sril!jrct in tl~o Qblos, inscrtcd in the  prcvious cl~aptcr, wns ol~ly 
reccivrtl nt, (iilj:~-'1'11i.-Aulhor. 

f Ollrrrn~isr tllrrc w o ~ ~ l ( l  I)r repcnted tllose conf~lsed a11(1 often tlisngrceable expressions 
of the kilitl  c-nllc,tl qtcid pro qtro that G c * ~ l ~ r : l l  Ilnxgtinoff mntlc nscl of WIICII lie, in  igllol.ance 
of tllcv atln\verc nntl ~ ( l v i r c  te~idcred to t!1(1 Aniir by (icner:~l Stolaitoff, would nnswer in 8 

totally t l i f l 'crc~~t  niclnller. Ilencc l)ot . l~ I : ~ u d  (;cnc,r~: ll:lzgti~ioff might lwar f ront  tllc Amir'a 
lips tllc rcproacllful i~~quirg-"  Which of you two is spcaking the t ru th  ? "-Author. 



tha t  there should be no variance between my statements and those of 
General Razgdnoff, I should be informed, a t  least to some extent, of 
the political views of the Russian Government on the question a t  issue, 
and of its ideas with respect to AfghinistLn and l ~ e r  Amir. This, however, 
mas not the caw ; and 1 mas consequently placed in an amkmarcl position, 
-that of tacking between Scylla. and Cliarybdis. To be called a liar, 
even out of the mouth of an Amir of Central Asia, would not be a t  all 
flattering ; and yet I could not always be saying-" I do not know.J) I n  
all probability, the Afgli6n Amir was not aware of my '' neutral " 
position ; for he continued the conversation in the same spirit still 
further. 

" I have constantly heard and read,J' mid he, " tha t  Russia 
is a powerful and upright sovereignty, and that  in her policy she 
pursues only high and honourable aims, so tha t  once she has given 
her word, she adheres to the same. On account of this report of 
Russia's dealings, and hecause of the popular desire of my people, 
I, a small ruler, have had recourse to  her high protectorate. Now 
I and the  Russian Government, i.e., Afghinist in and Russia, form 
one united whole. I consider myself no more than a vassal of the 
Great White Ts6r." 

A few minutes later on our conversation changed the  political turn, 
tha t  was very inconvenient Eor me, for we now proceeded to travel to the 
province of ethnography. We went on to discuss the question of the 
origin of the Afgh6ns. I n  a tone which left no sort of doubt or 
opening for reply, the Amir informed me that  the ancestors of the 
Afgh6ns mere the Jews of old. 

On t l ~ i s  subject I gave utterance to  some perplexity, and I asked- 
" Why, then, do the Afghiins so hate and oppress the Jews, seeing 
that,  according to the Amir-SLhib's own declaration, they are t l ~ e  
brethren of the AfghSns ? " 

" NoJJ' answered the Amir, "the Jews of to-day are not our brothers : 
they are pariahs and outcasts of humanity. 1 am speaking of the 
ancient Jews, and I said tha t  they were the ancestors of the Afgh6ns. 
You, of course, know very well from your sacred book, the Bible, 
what sort of people the ancient Jews were. They were celebrated for 
their proud, inflexible, and a t  the same time honourable, course of 
action. The Jews of the present day, on the other hand, know no 
God but money. Jloney-that is the  Jehovah of the lsrael of our 
time." 

Then the Amir again tnrned to a political topic, and he turned, ~t 
rnemed to me, in a very skilful manner. 

"As the ancient Jews firmly adhered to t 'l~eir word, so I, as one of 
their descendants, have resolutely kept my promise t n  Russia. I have 
broken up  m y  own sovereignty ;-and what will Ilussia do for me ?- 
Thig we shall soon see." Thus the Amir brought our long conversation 
to  an end. 

On the evening of this date there was a very high wind, and the 
heavens were covered with heavy-ladm clourln, which were being 
swiftly borne from west to  east, until they complrtely obscured wit'll an 
impenetrable curtain the northern slopes of tlie Hindu-Kush. It was 
evident that in a ehort time we must look for a change in the weether. 



Our halting-ground for the next day was to  be a t  Naib-Bb6d. The 
whole of that  day a strong westerly wind blew ; but a few drops of rain 
only fell on the parched-up soil. 

Behind me there followed from Tish-Kurgin a whole campful of 
sick natives, amongst some of whom were noticeable very typical cases. 
Here, for example, was a consumptive patient in the last stage of 
disease. There a chronic case of malarial fever; t l ~ e  man's spleen being 
Far beneath the level of his navel. There again a man with worms in 
his abdomen and with umbilical rupture. And, finally, there was a case 
of the worst iype of venereal. O n  this date, again, did the Amir t ry  to  
pump me;  for during the period of m y  usual visit he spoke of the  
perfidy of his so-called friends. 

" St,range people they are ! " exclaimed the Amir. " Do they not 
unclerstand that' in doing their friends harm, they in reality hur t  
tllemselves ? Yes; there are certain people who treat their friends very 
badly." 

'l'he Amir laid special stress on the words "certain people.'' "Who 
can these persons be?  " thought I, and I waited for the Amir t o  explain 
himself; but he went on to speak of France, saying, " H o a  Napoleon 111. 
must have suffered when his ' friends '' betrayed him ! " 

Almost in the middle of what he was saying, the Amir suddenly 
ordered his Court Ph ysiciau, the A Bhund-Sihib, to  leave his presence, 
t o  the greatest snrprise of that  individual-surprise that  was very 
clearly depicted on his broad countenance and in his large cold eyes. 
Neither did I comprehentl the cause of this action on the  Amir's 
part, and so I asked-" Why has this man incurred tlle Amir's dis- 
pleasure ? " 

" Don't bestow vonr attention on tliis fool," answered the Amir : " he  
is not worthy of it." 

1 r e t u r n d  from the Amir very late in the evening of that  day, and 
almost everylmdy was asleep in our tent. General Razg6noff himself 
was alerping the slecp of the just., a l t h o n ~ l l  he had not written his latter 
t o  the Governor-General of Kussian Turkistin. 

On the 3rd (15th) January we came to Guri-Mir. The weather 
that  da,y was frightful. Sitice 2 A.M. heavy rain had been falling, and a t  
7 A . M .  a snow-storm was raging. A strong westerly wind carried with 
i t  whole clouds of drift snow, which blinded the eyes of the  traveller. 
I t  seemed to  penetrate everywllrri., and that there was no escape from it. 
Still I was cl:~d so substantially as to  call forth a smile of amusement 
from all who saw me. 

(Hc1.o 1)r. P a v d r ~ l i i  goes in to  a lengthy description of his get-up on t h e  particular 
occasion, and in the ncxt  pnrngraph he proceeds to  describe t l ~ e  palanquin in which the 
Amir was carried during this march.) 

(Tear t resumed.) 
After we had reached the  top of the Ab-Dug paas, we were 

met by an  elephant, carrying a AowdaA, which had been sent for 
the Amir's .1se by tho Luinib, Khush- Dil-K hrin. O n  the crest of the  
pass, the Amir made a lengthened halt, going into a tower apparently t o  
take his breakfast. The Wazir conveyed to  General Razg6noff the 
Amir'a invitation to join him and partake of some tea ;  but he received 



a relosal, to the effect that, since the  encamping-ground mas so near, it 
mas not worth while to nlake a halt. 

As we rode into Ouri-MBr, we saw drawn up both infantry and 
art,illcry. Soon afterwards the  Amir came i n ,  whereupon a salute of 21 
grins nins tired. 

On this date [Srd (1st h )  January] the Amir sent the Wazir to me 
to  say tliat he would not take his usual inhalation, '' because," said the 
JVazir, " the  weather is very bad and the Amir's tent has been pitched 
far  away from tliat 3f the members of the Russian Mission; and on this 
al*connt the Amir-SiihiL begs that  the Doctor-Siihib will not trouble 
l ~ i m s ~ l f  to visit him." 

\.Ve now liad a slight quarrel with the Wazir, which was brought about 
Ly his own greedili~ss. A t  tlle time of 011s partaking of morning 
tea on this occasion i t  turned out tha t  there mas an insrlficlent supply of 
sugar. Aiullah-Yaklib, who llad charge of both the tea and sugar, there- 
upon went straight off to the Wazir, and the sugar tha t  he brought back 
117itll him was so limited in amount as barely to  suffice for the use 
of the members of the  Mission, so tha t  the Cossack escort had to go 
rvithout it altogether. Collversation then ensued on the subject, and 
the General aclded that  he had more than once ol~served that the (10s- 
sacks had not enough of anything. Upon this Illullah-YaliLib let 
drop from the point of his loquacious tongue the incautious phrase, 
tha t  the TVazir had told him, tha t  if the Cossaclts lrnem what sugar 
was lilie, i t  was only thanks to  him, the Wazir ; for before their visi t to 
AfghAnistiiu they certainly had no idea about it." This expression, 
coupled with the instigation of certain members of the Xlission 
(est)sci,~lly Malevinski, who liad eonle sort of grudge agzinst the Wazir), 
was qoite sl~llicieirt to cause Generill RazgBaoff, who, ~pneral ly sp~ali-  
ir~:, \i7ilS very cool and calm, to esplude with anger against the Afghin 
Cliancellor. , , 

" I t  is npcessary to give this man a bit of my mind," he shouted ; 
" for he gives me trouble teyond me2sure." 

Za~naan-Bek immetliately conveyed this sentiment to the Wazir, 
who, though evidently clispleased with tlie Rlissio~l gener;~lly, could 
not do atiytlling else than express his regret for what had hap- 
pened. 

'l'lle Wazir, whilst flatly denying that  he had meant to use any 
expression insulting to  the self-esteem of the Cossacks, explained the 
circnmstnnce of his having sent an insufficient supldy of sugar by the 
statement tha t  the stock in camp had all run out, arltl tha t  hc had sent 
ex~ressly for some to Mazir-i-Sliarif. Thus the matter had appar- 
antly endecl. 

Bu t  Malevinski, in  his turn, wished to give the Wazir a bit of 
his mind, and so the following occurred. 

Malevinski a t  TBsh-Kurgan had made a collection of aucien t coills, and 
he coveted eight pieces that  mere in the poss~ssion of rr Hindu money- 
dealer. All were of silver, and bore the image and inscription of 
Antiochus, whilst some of them were as large as a silver ~ o u b l e  : their 
coinage, moreover, was perfect. The money-dealer began by asking 
Rs. 60 for these eight coins, but  subsequently, for some reason or an- 
other,-perhaps it was because he saw that  Malevinski very much wished 



to have the coins,-he raised his price to  the  large sum of Rs. 600. 
Malevinski, of course, could not give this amoun t ;  and i n  his disappoil)t- 
merit he related the  story to  the Wazir  and t o  the KBzi. They ~ ro lu i sed  
him their aid, and they a.t t he  same t.ime expressed a desire to  tell t he  
Arnir, rnllo, they said, might  buy  the  coins on his own account and then  
preseat them to Malevinski. From t h a t  date  Malevinski zealously en- 
quired of the Wazir, d:iy after day, as t o  whether tl:e Am(r would so011 buy 
the coins for him ? Meanwhile Malevinslii had them in liis possession, and 
so the matter went on day af ter day. After  the  moruing's altercation, 

tile \Vazil., Halevioslii went t o  him and made over the coins t o  him, 
whereupon tlre Wnzir came and laughingly asked, why Malevil~slii 
was so displeased ? 

I could n , ~ t  ~*efrnin from expressing m y  disapproval at the step wliich 
llalevinski l ~ d  taken, the  more so 1)ecause he l ~ a d  selectetl a very iocon- 
venie~ltJ time fur so actinq. All this  was cslculated to call forth under- 
I I , I I ~ ~  dealing, more espec1;llly as the t ime hod arrived for the Amir allcl 
his adherents to lose faith in Itiissilt's acts ! \lT1ly, then, add to  the 
Jifficr~lty of the positiou with such trilles ? 

After this episode the following coilversation took place between Gtxn- 
era1 R,3zqcinoff arid the IY azir, who once more recalled to the recollect iou 
oI' the heat1 of the ll1lssi;i11 i\lissioil the dangerous situatioll in  n7ilich 
Afghiit~ist6ir nr:is n o ~ v  p1,lcrd. 

" ltr~-sia,)) s;rid tlie \\'nzir, '- lias promised AFgllAnist6u her rniliti~rp 
a id .  Hrfoy~, tlle Amir IeTt 1<&1,111 hc \vrote to General IianErnann to  scncl 
t i  1 r r ' l l ~ ~ d .  hIeanwllilc we \lave nor yet  rrc,~ivcd any clcfiliite 
k i n d  of :i l iq \v(~.  " " \Veil," rcrnsrlied Ger~eral  Hazgbuoff, " you must  
1~;11t  a lyt tlo t v l ~ i l ~  l o ~ ~ ~ ( l r . "  

" J3ul \, 01: see we caxnnot wait mucli longer," o h j ~ c t ~ d  the  VCTazir ; 
" for, it' l l lr IS~lglislr s h ~ ~ u l d  occul)~ Kal~nl ,  our affairs nil1 be alt,og,.ether 
i n  a Lac1 st:ltrl. \\'llcn or~cc~ t h r  atlniilristration of tlie c o r ~ ~ ~ t r y  11:rs 1,cen 
cl~stroj~c(1, it will 1 ~ 1  a ditlicult 111;ltt~r to set it up agi~itl, if indeed i t  
\c ill he po~hil nlp t o  do so. " 

To t l ~ i s  Gencr.11 It3zg6n1~ff rcpli:d : " Under nny circum- 
s t : i~~ces  i t  is uecessary to  wait, s i~lce i t  is  the Lest thing t o  do st 
~l ' t!~l ' l l t , .  )) 

" 1tns:;i:i will nssnredly cor1.y out 1 1 ~ r  pl.omiscs,'' corltinued Gencr:il 
lI:~z~_rinolF, " : i l t l ~ ~ ~ n g l l  ;Lr t,o the Ire1 ic~d of  \ncli fulfilment nothing cleliuito 
C:III 1 ) ~  + a ~ d  nt ~)i.ehenl. \Ye, wlro ai*c IIOI-(A ill tlrp stcppo, sc;i l.celS' scp wllat  
i s  going oil ill t hi: ~jolit~ic'al \\-01*1(l, a I I ~ ,  tlrcrefole, I cbarrnot tell you any- 
t l i ~ l r ~  (lofillite. 0 1 1 r  (;overirincr~t occnl,ics a verv lofty stslid-point, alld 
fr0n1 tlris Il(1igbt it observes e v e r y t l l i ~ ~ ~  ; alld i f  i t  nives you coul~ral,  

h. tlrrn, of c o ~ ~ r w ,  snch is the b ~ s t  :IIICI 111,1st opportune for thc p~rt~ict l lar  
~"i(l(l. Thi'l'~t'~l't', \\.hdtcvC!r hapl,ous, i t  is t o  awnit  a favour- 
:rl)ln time for action. " 

As soon as the  Wazir ]lac1 left the  tent,  General RnzgGnoff turned t o  
nip as(l said : " Sinre t,he Amir-SRllib in the course of yollr vihits t o  
him so oftrll turn.  to  yon wit11 various questions rc~Sar(liling the present 
1,ol ;tical circ:urn<t:~ nces of Afghinisti l l  and  of her towards 
l{,llssin, I cousider i t  desirable to give you, so to  speak, a basis on mhicll 
you mllst f o u n d  your answers and opinions." He then proceeded to  re- 
peat almost the very words spoken t o  the Wazir. 



T h a t  very day  we heard that,  i n  tbe  course of two days, the  Afgl1in 
Mission t o  Tishkand would reach Mazir-i-Sharif, accompanied by 
Yesnul (Captain of Cossaclts) Buldsel. 

Meanwhile General Razg6noff had not sent off his promised letter to 
General Kaufmann, and  apparently had no intention of doing so. He 
was now always laying stress on the necessity " of adopting decisive 
measures for hastening the  departure of the  Russian Mission for 
Tishkand." 

On the 5 th  (17th) January  we reached Mazjr-i-Sharif. On the 
march the  members of the Russian Mission, a s  a rule, rode a very long 
distance from the Anlir:  and on  this  occasion, af ter  we had got  about 2 
or 3 rersts (19 to  2 miles) from Guri-Mar, the General remarked that 
me were riding too quickly, and tha t  we should overtake the Amir. He 
then changed his spirited horse for some jaded animal, which could 
scarcely stand on i t s  legs, and so we g o t  some 3 vervts (2  miles) behind 
the  Amir. 

Me:~nwl~ile ,  the Amir's progress was very interesting, not to  say 
effective, a s  he rode along on a n  elephant. Around him went a mass 
of people, mounted and on foot, both of troops and of the inhabitants 
of the  coantry. I n  certain places, at a given distance apart, triumphal 
arches were set u p  ; and these were constructed as follows. One either 
side of the road, two long poles were raised aloft ; and to  tliese were 
fastened long ancl broad turbans of a green coluur. Midway from the 
top  of either pole a copy of t he  KolAn was fastened. A t  every such 
arch  sa t  dervishes, mullahs, ancl beggars of all  kinds, who, in a nasal 
tone and with certain cliaracteristic rnodulations of voice, sang Arabic 
verses, and repeated Sura.r ancl verses of the  Kor in .  Everybody who 
passed underneath these arches usually gave one of tlie singers a piece of 
money of some kintl. 

These in~an ta t~ ions  pleased me very much ; for, apart  from their 
originality, they had t o  my mind another mra~ling-in tha t  the  melody, 
beginning in a high b y ,  seemed to  Le a sharp protest before God, but 
as i ts  modulations softened towards the end, i t  appeared as though 
complete sutjcction to tlie Divine \lTill was expressed by tlie piteous 
notes given forth at the  close. 

The  Wazir, in spite of the fact  t h a t  he was himself a mullah, did . . 
not  seem to  be particul;~rly 1il)cral ill his nlrnsglvlng; for to certain of 
the  singers he gave nuthing a t  all. 

And now there arose great, noise canscd hy the tlisc~hnrge of frequent 
guns.  This  was the salute given to  the  Arriir by a 11;ittery of Afgllan 
field artillery wliich was clmwn u p  to tlie r ight  of the road. O ~ P  hundrcd 
guns  were firetl altogether. 

When we reachetl the spot, somp of thc troops were st,ill tlr:twn up  
i n  line, mliilst others had s1re:lcly broken into column ancl were rnarcll- 
in.. towards tlie city. I n  other places soltliers were stancling in groups 
9 

enjoying themselves. According to  a statemrnt made by tlie Wazir, there 
had paraded ten infantry battalions, six cavalry regiments, and four bat- 
teries of artillery, of six guns each. By the time we rode up, the cavalry 
had already moved off the ground, bu t  the artillery left the p r a d e  in front  
of us. The guns  were of brass, and apparently of e calibre eqllal t o  Rus- 
sian 9-pounders. Each gun wee drawn by six p a i n  of horses, and s driver 



sat on each near horse. They packed in front of us a battery of l~orsed 
mountain-artillery. Each gnu  and its appurtenances were carried 1)y 
eight pack-horses ; and the carriage was placed on the back of one stout 
horse that  was saddled very suitably for the purpose, both the  fore and  
hlnd parts of the  saddle-bow being curved so as  t o  fit the ends of the  
carl.ia,ge, 

The troops present had three different patterns of uniform : (1) a 
tunic somewhat resembling ours of t he  old pattern, pantaloons of 
black cloth, and a white turban ; (2) blue tunic, white trousers, and 
black lambskin ha t ;  (3) red tunic, blue trousers, and red turban cap, . - 
with fur edging. 

Tile ill fan t ry soldiers wore slippers of hard unblacked leather. Their 
arms were muzzle-loading r~fles, wid1 pemussion lock. The bayonets at- 
tached to the rifles mere of our old pattern, riz.,  ~ ~ r a m i d i c a l  in shape, tapcr- 
in: towards the *oint. Some of the men had also long knives or swords 
hsnping to their waistbelts. 

A t  the entrance t o  the city, and especially in front  of the gates, was a 
g r e ~ t  crowd. The artillery completely blocked the  road, along both sides 
of which streamed masses of people of all classes. The mud enclosures and 
the roofs of the nearest houses were crowded with spectators, chiefly women 
shrouded in their white veils. 

In the bazaar, through which the members of the  Russian Mission had 
to ride in order to reach their quarters, were numbers of people, and 
especially of solrliers. E:verywhel*e one heard the t ramp of soldiers on the 
march, whilst from the dilapidated walls of the  mud-built citadel there 
again resounded the salvos of a n  artillery salute. I counted this  t ime 
31 guns. 

After a weary process of threadins our way through the crowded streets, 
and after innu~nerable halts and maiting for the troops to  pass, we at length 
reached the quarters which had been set apart  for our occupation-the old 
familiar mud quadrangle. 

Dnring this d:ty's march, our pack transport was nearly lost, for when 
the horses came alongside the artillery, which was firing a salute, they got  
so frightenecl that  some of tllem flung their loads ; and, therefore, when we 
came to our quarters we had to wait for our baggage. 'I'he l ' a z i r  had mean- 
while made arrangements thnt  none of the loads should be pl~~ntlered by tile 
passing tloops. Although tlle English declare t h a t  Afghiins, both high alrcl 

low, are great thieves, we never lost a single load, nor indeed any otlc articsle 
of the most trifling value. On the contrary, certain of our loads were 
brought by soldiers to  our quarters, or else our drivers, who had lost tllcir 
way through the labyrinth of streets, were put  on the direct road to  wllere 
we hat1 gone. 

Some hours after our arrival we had the  satisfaction of receiving in 
our quarters some more of our fellow-countrymen. These were Ye,\rct~l 
13ol6tse1, General Kallfmann's Aide-de-camp, and his inttlrpretpr, Chnllo- 
sheff. Wi th  them came a Cossack escort of 10 men : ~ n d  several native fol- 
lowers. It will be understood bow great was the joy tha t  was felt by every 
member of the Russian Mission to  KiiGul a t  meeting with these fellow- 
country men. 

Bulitsel, among other things, told us t h a t  General Kaufmann had not 
yet  left for St. Yetarsburg, but that  when General R;rzg6noff's last latter 



reached him (the one sent from Rui ?), he had despatched Colonel Holes- 
nikoff with it t,o the Emperor. Bulitsel then informed me that he had 
brought me a letter from the Governor-General, in which I was directed 
to  pass through the town of Buk hira on my way back from AfghCnistln, 
in  order to afford medical aid to the Amir of Bukhira. The following was 
the text of these instructions :- 

DEAR SIR (lit. GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN).* 
IVLN L ~ V R O V I T C H . ~  

'' The Amir of Bukhbra, Sayad-Muzaffar-Khin, has requested the 
Governor-General of Russian-Tul.kistin, through his agent a t  'l'ishkand, 
Rahmat-Ullah, Mirakhur, to send him the same medTcine with which 
you supplied him on the occasioll of your journey through Shahr-i- 
Sabz. 

" I n  consequence of this request, His Excellency the Chief Administra- 
tor of the province, in his desire to  accede to His Highness's wishes, has 
directed me to inform you, dear sir,? that you should pass through Bukhira 
on your return from Kibul, and attend to the wishes of His Highness the 
Amir of Bukhira, by affording him your medical advice and the necessary 
medicines. 

" W i t h  sincere respect, &c., &c. " 
The letter bore the signature of General Ibrahimoff, Diplomatic Secre- 

tary to the Governor-General. 
Bulitsel likewise told me that, by order of the Governor-General, he 

and Chanusheff were to go with me to Bukhhra. 
After dinner the conversation again turned to this subject, when Bulit- 

sel added to his previous communication the information that i t  was only 
intended by the Governor-General that I should go to Bakhira in the 
event of the Amir, Shir-Ali, not wishing me to remain with him, but that, 
if he did, I was to stay a t  MazAr-i-Sharif accordingly, whilst the other 
members of the Mission returned to Thshkand. General Razg6noff, who 
was evidently displeased at, what Bulitsel hacl said, ccmfirmed this state- 
ment ; for he remarked : " Yes, so General Kaufmann also writes to me ; 
and if I have not before this told you of the arrangement, i t  is only because 
1 have not had a suitable opportunity.)' 

Still I never supposed that you would be so mysterious in your rela- 
tions with me, especinlly as regards so persolla1 a matter," was my return 
observation to General Razg6noff. 

Upon this, General Razg6noff intimated that  he had not told me of the 
arrangement also because he thought that, perhaps, General Kaufmanrl 
might change his mind in the matter. 

H e  then gave me portions of General Kaufmann's letter to read, and 
in one place I read as follows :- 

(6 If Doctor Yavbrski's services are necessary to the Amir-Siihib, then 
let him remain a t  Mazir-i-Sharif, attended by a n  interpreter and some 
Cossacks of your escort. 

c c  lav6rski," continued General Kaufmann, "is a shrewd man, and he 
will t,llerefore bc of great use in our affairs by remaining at Mazir-i-Sharif. 

r The style of wltlress which operm every ordinary Ruesien letter.- W. B. Q. 
t The patron~mio of Dr. Yavciraki.-W. B. 8. 



He sill not have the  official position of a political agent,  bu t  he will be able 
to us all necessary information regarding the  state of affairs i n  A£- 
g l~ io is t in .  " Further on, I read : '' If, bowever, Yav6lski should not  be 
requird by the Arnir of Afgh6nistBn, be can s ta r t  with Buli tsel  and  
Cllanuslleff for Bukhira, in  order to  afford medical aid to the  Amir, Muza- 
ffar-lihjn. I n  the  meantime, the rest of your mission should hasten back 
to Tishkand." 

And so, if the Amir, Shir-Ali, should desire it, I mas to constitute my- 
self the '' rear -pard  " of t he  retiring Russian Mission. A commission in- 
disputably honourable, bu t  likewise u ~ ~ ~ ~ i e s t i o n a b l ~  dangerous, not t o  say 
almost certainly fatal. Wllen I observed t o  General Razg6noff t h a t  my 
pos~tion woultl, under such circumstances, be difficult beyond measure, and  
even insupportable, he exp~*essed the opir~ioil tha t  in all probability I should 
not have t o  wait long at R4azQr-i-Slrarif, but that ,  i n  any cast., my stay 
there would be very important for Kussia and also for  me personally. 
As regards the latter portion of the  idea propounded, I was not altogether 
disposed to agree with the General, but I said nothing more on the  sub- 
ject. Tlle conversation soon bwarne general, a11d to  t11e jokes aud repartee 
on the  part  of Bulitsel there mas no end. A very lively conversation was 
thus carried or1 till a late hour. 

Kn'mncih JInhammad-Hassan-K hiin brought for the Amir from Gen- 
eral Kaufmann a letter and several presents. 

The next day, 6 th  (18th) January, a t  9 A M., the Wazir came to us, and 
after comtnunicating the usual salaa,tt on the part  of the Amir, he infor- 
nleil us tha t  his master n-ished to  see tlie ~ n ~ m b ~ r s  of tlie klission, and 
t h ~ t  he was awaiting our arrival. Accordingly, a t l o  o'clock all the meIn- 
bers of the Mission, in  full un~form,  with ljulitsel and Cl~anusheff, set  
out for the Au~ir's resiclenche. Shir-Ali was a t  the  time s t a y i ~ ~ g  in tile 
l).tlace of the Lnin ib  arid his quarters were in the innermost yrecincts. 

had, tlle~efore, to pass t h roug l~  several corridors and to  leave on either 
sitlr oE us a succession of i n l~e r  court-yards until a t  l e l~g th  we reaclled tlie 
Arnir's audience ball. I n  the corridors arld in the mil~iature courtyards 
tllc>re were numerous p;lt,rols. The last court\ ard, into wllich we came, 
ur:r.s 1.e;~c~hetl t,hrough a lotig (lark passagc, rc.so~nLling a tuntiel. I n  slittpc 
it was a parallelogram, covering several sqrinre yard?. I t  was c l ~ n n l y  
11.lved with red tilcs, and throul: h i t  flowed canal, but t11e1.e was no foull- 
t : ~ i n  nor even a n  ordinary reqervoir. Woodcn 1)niltlings of one at,ory tlank- 
erl this open space on all sides, and the windows and terraces of the rooms 
I d  o u t  into it. I11 one of these rooms \vit,ll windows faci1\Cr the south aud 
i l l  r1millt.d with t8he sari's golden rays was scat;e(l lie Amir, S llir-AI1-h;hGlr. 
Wc l ~ f t  our overcoats in the b:lll, rind then entr~red the ae(lir~ior rlrilmbrr, 
wlrich consisted of a dool~le room or two rooms 011enillg into eacli uthrr . 
1'11. ~vindorv of one led, as 1 have mentioneil, out into a tarrace, and theoce 
into the courtyard above clescribed ; the window of the other e o n ~ i n a ~ i ~ a t e d  
with the rest of the building. 

(Dr. Yhvorski here enters into a drawn-out description of the room and its 
temperat~~rc.)  

(Text resumed.) 
As the memhrrs of the hfission entered his prrsrnce, th r  A111ir mse 

from his chair and received each in turn with outs trctclled hand and i ~ r  vited 



us all t o  he seated. Ha.lf-way round the room cl~airs  had been placed and 
011 these we sat  down. 

Aft er  the usual excllange of complimrnts, the conversation lagged 
s~rnewllat,, and i t  was apparent t ha t  Shir-Ali was out of  spirit,^. ~t 
last there was almost a dead pause, but to  tliis the Amir put  an  end by 
nskinq General Razg6nofl s t raight  out whether 11e knew or not tile 
coutents of t l ~ e  last letter which General Kauf mann l ~ a d  written to him ? 
A s  soon as  General RazgGnoff had rtlplied in the negative, the Alnir 
directed his secretary t o  bring him the  letter. Whereupon the secretary 
s i l e ~ i t l ~  went out  of the n)um and in :L few moments as noiselessly returned 
blioping the letter. 1 then perceived tha t  he had on socks but  not sho~s ,  
and  tha t  bvtlh the K d z ~  and the K a m d b ,  who were present, were also 
shoeless. 

The  secretary now began t o  read out the following letter, 
which was translated into Russian by Naziroff, sentence by sen- 
tence :- 

"Your letter dated 27th Znll~idshi* has reached me, and the news 
regarding the favourable state of your health has given me great joy. 
l ' he  11:rnperor has received fi-om the I<ritish Government an  assuranc8e 
rest-x(-ting the preservation of the i11teg1-ity of Afghanist611. The Eng- 
lish IIinihters l lav~lln roniised tliis, I s iuc~re ly  advise you not to  quit 0 
your kingtlom. As far  as i t  is  possi1)le to do so, consult your own 
iliterests, blit look after your il~dependonce. If possible, conclude now 
a pmce wi tll the l31 itish Government,  and if you cannot yourself return 
to Krtbril, then permit your son Y;ikhl)-Kl16n to conclutle a pPacBe with 
Erlgland. I t  will IJO best t ha t  you sho~lltl not at  p r e s ~ n t  quit  AfgllSnis- 
t i n ,  E:)r, believe rne, t ha t  your coming t o  Russia would olily relider matters 
wo1.se.t 

This  letter was dated 23rd December 1878 (4th January 1879),  and 
its conter~ts  took all the members of tlie Mission completely by surprise, 
as  nobody, of course, excepting General Razgbnoff, supposed tha t  the Amir 
had ever entertained tlie wish to  g o  t o  Russia, or t h a t  this desire had b e ~ n  
vetoed by the Hussian Government. 

Immediately after tliis, another letter from General Kaufmann to  
the Amir  was read. 'I'his was dated 20th Dec~mber  1878 (1st January 
l S 7 9 ) .  It was made over by General Kaufrnann t o  the K ~ m n d h  on his 
le;lvinq SArnat.kaucl, and the  KurnuLE, brougllt it to  the Amir. I t s  contents 
were as follow :- 

'( After assurances of my sincere and friendly feelings for you I acquain 1 
you t h a t  your friendly letter, dated 13th Zulhidshi$ has, been received by 
me. 

"In this letter Your Highness begs me t o  send you a s  man ytroops 
as I have ready. 

* This letter was despatched from the Bjmian on tho 10th (22nd) December 
1878.-A trfhor. 

t T h i ~  letter will be foiind in the Diplomatic  Notes ~ e n t  bv General Krtiifmann t,o 
the  Russia11 Millister for Foreict~ A f f : ~ i r ~ .  I have :LVR~IC(I J I I Y S C ~ ~  of tl~ewe notes in the corn- 
pilation of this work ; but tlle letter is r111ly inserted i n  the Corre.r)~onr(ence r ~ s p e r t i v  the 
t r J ;~ i , . . s  uf Central I l . v ~ a  pvese~ctetl /o both Ho~tses of Yar.dinn,enl by Cornwand of Her 
Nqjestq, 1882. Et~clowure 48 in No. 1.-.4rr/l/or. 

* 'That is 26th Novemher (8th L)ecemt)et.), sent hefore the Amir had left Kbbu1.- 



' l  I n  all probability, when you wrote me th is  letter, you had not 
received tlle information I had sent to you to  say tha t  the Great Hi~zra t ,  
t,lle Sovereign Emperor, wishing to assist Your Highness in t,he difitiault 
circumstances in which you are placed with regard to  the English, has 
obtained, tllrough the  medium of negotiations, a positive assurance 
from the Endis11 Ministers given t o  the ltlls.ian A~nbassador in  London 
to  the effect t ha t  t l v y  will maintain the integrity of ASgh2niatin. Now 
I have learnt tliat Your Highness has left K ibu l  witlh a portion of your 
troops, having appointed your son, Muhammad-YakGb-Khgn, t o  be 
temporary ruler. 

" TlTithout t l ~ e  ~ o s i t i v e  command of the Great  Hazrat, t he  Sovereign 
Emparor, 1 eallno(send Your IIighness any  of our troops. 

" We will llope for better times in the future, bu t  this matter is i n  
God's hands. 

fi It r e m a i ~ ~ s  for me to assure Your Highness of the friendly 
sentfiments which I shall ever entertaia towards you, and t o  wish your 
good health. 

" As regards General R.azg6noff, and those who are with him, i t  is 
necessary tha t  you should permit them to  come away. If, however, 
Your Higllness wishes to have with you our Doctor ~ a v 6 r s l i i ,  I have no 
ol,jection to your detaining him, for he will be of use both t o  yourself 
as well as to  your family. 

I hope tha t  our frie~tdly relations mill be continued as heretofore. " 
After both these letters hacl been read, the Amir turned to  Gener:il 

ItazgGnoff with the qnestion as t o  whether he underhtood all tha t  h:~d 
heel1 written? Did it mean a decided and final refusal or was i t  neces- 
sary to wait for anything furtllrr ? 

To these cluestions Gener;~I Razg6noff answered as  follows : " I n  m y  
opinion these letters merely s i c~ l i fy  t ha t  just at present the Amir- 
SlihiL's visit to  Russia would 11e inconvenient and tha t  the Amir-Sjhib 
mill receive a final answer hereaFter, seeing tliat the contents of the last 
I ~ t t e r  sent by the Amir were forwanled by General Kaufinailll to  St. 
Petersburg by the llnncls of a courier. 

" J n d g i ~ l g  hy tlic contents of bot,h these letters, " continued the  
Alnir, " i t  must he t l i o u ~ h :  t ha t  the relations of Ltllssia rvitli Afg l~ ln i s t i n  
have come to  an  end, since 1 Lave not only been refused military aid 
but even permission to la:~vel through Russia to  St. 1'~tersbur.g in order 
t o  personally report to the ttnssi;ln E m p ~ r o r  regarcling the condition of 
aff;~irs in Afgll61iist5.n. And i~ow,  as  though In conti]-mntion of this 
itlea, General KanEm:~nn has sent away m y  Missior~ enipt,y-hantled 
and has also called you back. Wlmt can all this signify but  a cc,mplete 
refusal ? " 

" If General Knulrnann calla the Russian Mission back from Afg-116"- 
J , ist in,  i t  is only becanscl, returned General ltazg6noff, " lie wishPs to  

receive from i t  a more circumstantial report as to  the pl-esent stiLte of 
affairs in Afgllrinistt6n. Although 1 have written t o  (bnera l  Kanfmann, 
I could not ,  of course, write concerning everything. " B u t  the Amir 
who scarcely listened to the remarks tha t  fell from tlle General, conti. 
nuad to express his thoughts as follows :- 

" Tt i6 apparent t h t  Russia cannot at this moment wage war 
with England, otlrrwise she  would not permit her to  have her 



m y  entirely with Afgblnistin. It may be, however, that other 
considerations are influencing Russia's course of actioll in this 
matter* As if it were a ~rnal l  thing for the Russian Governmellt 
to  refuse me the military aid for which I asked, i t  now coullrels 
me to renew my friendly relations with England and to conclude 
a Peace with my sanguinary foe ! All this clearly reveals that 
Russia decidedly refuses to give me her support. And then General 
Kaufmann, too, advises me to make peace with England, as though 
if I had desired tmo conclude a peace with her, I would not have 
done so without sue11 a,dvice a t  any given time. But you remem- 
ber what General Stolaitoff told me when he advised me not to 
receive an English envoy and when ha promised me military aid 
if the English declared war. And he wrote in the same spirit to me 
from Liv&dia.+ 

'' And now when the time has come for you to  carry out your pro- 
mises, you tell me sornethinn uite different. Where then is the truth? 
and whom am I to believe? ?, 

+ Here is the place to insert the text of the proclnmation which the Anlir addressed 
to  the people, troops, and Sirdirs of Afghjni~thn after he had received the let,ter from 
General StolaitoE above referred to. [n this proolamation General Stoisitoff's letter 
appears in the form in which i t  was understood both bg the Amir and by his ministers. 
I t  is interesting to compare this version with the text glven in Chapter IV, Vol. 11, of 
tllis work, page 86. The Amir made the following announcement: I' We h:tve 
received a t  Camp Sltr-Chaxhma through the Governt)r-General of Russian Tiirltistin a 
letter from General Stolaitoff, who is with the Kussian Emperor at Livadia. This letter 
ruus as follows :- 

" The Emperor looks lipon you as on a brother, and you, too, who are on the other 
side of the river, rnust dinplay the same Friendship :~ntl brotherly feeling. The Ellpl~.-h 
Government wishes to come to terms with you through the Sultili and wishes, moreover, 
that  poll should pay attention to i ~ s  counsel8 : t,he Empcror, however, does not desire that 
you should be on the side of the English, but that, as during the past year, you should 
behave towards them with cunning and with deceit until the cold season tlhnll have 
passed away. Then the will of the Almighty will be declared to you, i.e., my Govern- 
meut will pronounce the Bis~nilbah and (fod will assist yon. In  short, you map he 
assnred that affairs will end well. With the Divine permiseion we will convene a State 
Council a t  St. Peter~burg,  i .e . ,  a Congress, which means e meeting of official repre~enta- 
tires, end we will conduct official negotiations with tho English Government and either 
by means of words and of diplomatic act,ions wo will completely do away with the 
relations between you and the English and put an end to their interference in ths nffnire 
of Afgh$nistin, or events will 11e closed by a great and very important wsr. With the 
rid of Ood, in tho spring soneon, there will not remain o, single sign or trace of disturb- 
ance or of dissatisfaction in Afghjnisthn. " (Here General Stolaitoff'e letter ends, and 
the Amir goes on with his proclamation.) 

In  conseqllence of this, I recommend all our well-disposed servants to carrp on 
the  sffairs ent,ruate~l to them with credit and with decision. Moreover, nnd nhove all 
w h i l ~ t  reposing trust in God to holieve thnt the happiness and affairs of o ~ l r  farno~~a 
government will be continued on the srrmo durable basis as formerly, so that the poverty 
and  disRatisfaction which hnve evidently taken possession of the country will i1ia:lppcar. 
Be it known therefore to the exalted T:tlm-Shir-Bahadur and Hafizullah-IChAn, the 
eecretary Sipah-SBIQr-Azam that, thanks be to 13od, the labours which we have hrollght 
into play during so many years in respect of the training of our victory-bearing soldiers 
hove not been spent in vain. In  fighting with the English troops, they have d i ~ ~ l a ~ e t l  the 
bravery and stoicism worthy of R civilised nation. Not one of the soldiers of our frtmoua 
a m y  has passed into heaven until he has slain three of t'he enemy. In  ~ h o r t ,  thay have 
eo fought and behaved themselves as to call forth the praise of all men. We are confi- 
dent therefore that our victory-bearing army, wherever it may fight, will van1~11ish its foe. 
The Her i t  army is also famous for its bravery stid discipline, and will render devoted 
eervice. Communicete our Royal greeting to all our  troop^ end subjects ~t  erri it, 
whether high or low, end believe that our wishes are such es Uod end hie prophet may 
approve. "-Author. 



General Razg6noff again replied that General Kaufmann, i n  his 
letters to the Alnir, had not sent a final refusal because he had despatched 
a courier to St .  Petersburg. 

" He llas refused military assistance, " he continued, "and this is easy 
to comprelleud, because i t  is not now needed, in  that the llnglish Gov- 
ernment has given Russia an assurance respecting its intention to preserve 
the illdependence of AfghBnistLn. The ltussian Mission is being sent 
fol; also in tlle interests of the Amir-SLhib. Finally, in his letter to  me, 
General liaul'mann says that i t  was much to have been desired that  the 
Arnir-SLhib should have paid great attention to my official advice t o  
conclude a peace with England. ." 

In saying this, General Eazg6noff a t  once entered upon insecure 
and the Amir immediately expressed his extreme surprise a t  

such a declaration, and he askvd what he was to believe and what 
advice he was to follow, that  which General Kaufmann had himself 
givell in his letters to him or tha t  which was written in  his 
letters to General Itazg6uoff, -letters which did not concern him 
(the Amir) ? 

" You must know, " he went on to  say, " that  I must communicate 
to the popular leadcrs and SirdLrs the contents of the official letter 
which General Kaufnianu had addressed to me by name, and not what 
he may have said to you. ,> 

After saying this, the Amir directed that  a certain paper should be 
brought to him. 

The secretary again noiselessly left the room and as silently re- 
app~ared a t  the Amir's chair. He  read out the contents of this 
document, which, after being banded to the head of the Russian 
Mission, was passed from one member to the other. It proved to 
be an addross from tlle Afghjn people to the Amir, Shir-Ali, signed 
by several Sirdirs, tribal repl~esentatives, army leaders, &c., &c. The 
address also bore several seals, and amongst them that of Muhammad- 
Yaklib-Khfin. 

The purport of the address was to beg the Amir t o  go  to Russia in 
order to personally beseech the G r ~ a t  White Tsar to protect AfghBn 
territory against ICnglish oppression.* 

" You see, " said t,hc Ainiv, " that according to the wishes of my 
people, I have come to MazBr-i-Sharif, on my way to St. Petemburg, 
when all : ~ t  oncbe I have met with a refusal ! I sl~ould have in no case 
have come thus far, nor have sent on my family here, if I had not 
made up my mind to go to Russia. What then must I now tell my 
people, who have given their consent and authority for me to under- 
take the j0urnc.y ? General Razg6noff was unable to answer thie 
question and so there was e momentary pause, after which the Amir 
resumed. 

When General Stolaitoff came to  KCbul, I gave him my right band 
and said : " Have you again brought fire into Afghlnistin, aa Vitkevitch 
did ? " And he re1)lied : " I have come to protect Afghinisthn from insult 
on the part of Eugland." But what has happened? It has come t o  
Pass for the second time that  AfghBnistL is suffering disintegration, 

* T h i ~  addresu wne copied out end sent by the Amir to Qenerel Ksufmenn in 6 
letter No. 27, dated 10th (22nd) December 1878.-A~thor. 



on zccount of the hroken promises of Russian envoys. I had a revenue 
of 20 millions, and the State had for its plwtection an army of 60,000 
men, and we WPIW living a t  peace, and wished for nothing more, when 
there came a Russian envoy, and gave me a lot of promises, and I, in  my 
turn, gave him the keys of the gates of India and now my sovereignty 
is being destroyed. And you,-you yourselves refuse to retain posses- 
sion of these keys ! 

When General Razg6noff once more repeated that Russia had not 
finally refused the Amir anything, and that  she woold not hiln 
nor his country over to the English, but tha t  tlie whole questlon was 
one of time in that there mas nothing to be done now, but i t  would be 
possible later on, and that  the Amir-Sihib should not arrive at  hasty 
con, lusions, the Amir remarked that he was disgraced, and that he 
would be ashamed to look in the eyes either of his friends or of liis 
peorle or even of his enemies, the English. " Did they not say to me, " 
continued the  Amir, " I n  what can the Russians assist thee ?" And 
yet thou hast put faith in  them ; and hast laboured to draw all hear;s 
tomarcls them ! And thou hast done all this, although we warned 
thee and told thee that  Russia is powerless, that she can give thee no aid ; 
but, on the contrary, will learn the full force of ou1.s if only her troops 
dare to cross the Amu!" And now I am myself convinced of the 
real state of the case, and thzt the English mere right, for before 
them you are simply schoolboys! " I now only do not know which 
of you three are speaking lies ; you or General Kaufmann or General 
Stolaitoff ? 

It was evident tha t  the audience had begun to assume a very sharp 
character, and yet justice must be done to the Amir, for he was very 
composed both in  tone and manner, for I suppose that  an angel in 
his position would have got  angry. 

Then General Razgbnoff, wishing to efface to some extent 
the bad impression produced on the Amir by what he had said, 
observed : " I f  the Amir-Sihil  is very much annoyed with the 
recall of my Mission from Afghiinistin, the matter can be rectified, 
The present Mission is only temporary and must a t  some period or 

cluit AEghinistiin ; but if the Amir-Sihib wiRl~es to have 
with him always a permanent resident, he will be appoirltetl immediat~ly 
General Kaufmann is acquainted with the Arnirys wishes in this 
respmt. " 

I n  conclusion of his r~marks ,  General Razg6noff added : "Tlie 
Arnir-SQhib can send with the departing Russian Mission any one of 
his first counsellors, and 1113 will be convinced that  a t  TAshkand, as well 
as at St. Petersburq, every one is very much interested in the present 
conditions of AfghinistLn, and will do all in their power to put the affairs 
of the Amir-Sihib into tlie best order p~ss ib le .~ '  

After a certain amount of consultation between the Wazir, the Kizi, 
and certain other officials (the conversation being carried on in Pushtoo 
was therefore not understood by any of the members of the Russian 
Mission), the Amir to all appersrences very favourably received the pro- 
position made to him. 

" It will be well that  the Doctor-S6hib should remain with me, " he 
added. 



After this the theme of the conversation was changed and tea mas 
handed round. 

(The narrative now goes on to relate that the Amir began to discuss European 
politics.) 

The Amir then turned towarcls Znmaxn-Belr, who mas seated beside 
me, and thus addressed 11im : " Zamaan-Bek ! You always told me tha t  tlie 
answer of the  Russian Goverament would be favourable for  me. W h a t  
do you tliink about i t  now? Will tlle answer t h a t  will come back by 
General I iaufn~ann's  courier be favourable for me or not 1" 

Zarna,au-Bek hastened to espress his belief t ha t  i t  mould. 
" You are wrong t o  thinlr so, " remarked the Amir. 
Tlle conversation then go t  back to  the  old topic, vix. ,  as t o  what  t'he 

Amir wa,s now t o  do ; was he t o  consider the  ailswer he llad received 
final or n o t ?  A t  length he asked General RasgSnoff what ho tllought 
about his communicating the  contents of General Kaufmaun's letter t o  
his people 1 

' the General gave various reasous for advising the Amir not t o  clo so. 
U13011 receipt of this advice the  A ~ n i r  observed tha t  Gcileral Razg6noff 
should talk the matter over to  all wit,ll all the members of his RIissiun, 
slid the11 $ive hi111 a final answer. After this  he allonred us all to  leave. 

When we reached our qu:~rters, t l ~ c  subject of nrliat had talcen place 
a t  the Arnir's auclie~lce W:LS rnllcli cliscussed. That  I was t o  remain a t  
Mnzlir-i-Shnrif, alld tha t  the other members of thc Mission were to 
return to Tisbl;and, seenied a settled matter. To General RazgGiioff's 
question as to who should remain behind as  my interpreter, I answered, 
'' Zamaan-T3ek." 

A t  1 o'cloclc the next morning, after I had fiilislled writing up m y  
journal, and was preparing 60 g o  t'o hcd, General It:~zg:.GnoiE canle t o  
me, antl, ;lpproacliing my bed- side, he took froill the pocket of hi-; coat 
s cv~~ra l  lcttcrs, antl, without s ay i i~g  n word, ~~roceeded to t t n r  thorn lip. 
I r z~s rde t l  this actioil on his pnrt not willtout nstonishmcut. Tiiea, after 
pu t img the llurrird quesfion as t,o whctller all the  other i l i ~ n i b ~ r s  of tlie 
lMissio~l were asleep? the General, in  a Iiesiti~ting voice, Lcgau to  expl.ess 
Lilllself as follows :- 

'' See, doctor, I consider i t  necessary to malip yon accluainted, even 
t4hough in an imperfect manner, with t he  past history of, nlld with tile 
present state oE nff:~irs ill, Af~hRliistBn, :LS J-011 are t o  remain i n  the  
corliitry whilst all of as are go ing  I):1ck to  Tdslikaud. How needful 
this knowledge will be t o  yon I myself k ~ l o w ;  for, when General Sto- 
laitoff IeEt Khb111, he gave me no instructions of :tny sort, and I, t , h ~ r e -  
forc, ltnem ncithcr what to do nor what t o  say. This nlonc he advised 
mc, v i z . ,  to he always urging t h ~  Amir to wait for the nccessnry instwc- 
tions from T,ishliand. What  h:1s ~csul tcd  from it, God only 1incrws and 
I. I (lo not wish t1hat you sllould be placetl in the s:lme n;\.kwnrd nl~t l  
disaqreenl~le position wkich I have myself occupied during tile past four 
montlls." 

'L1~ll*ning to a lettcr, General Rnsq6noff ndded tha t  he llnd only 
recently rcccived anything iu the shape of instructiulls lrvln General 
Kaufmann. 



For a long time, " 110 continued, "I did not lrnom and I could not  
understand what i t  was that  our Government wished ; that is, whet,her 
me mere to leave Afgll6aistin to her fate, or whether we should sup- 
port her?  It is only in  the last letter from General I<aufn~aun that  I 
filld anything of a definite natnre. " 

13y tlle tin10 me llacl finished reading several letters, and had come to 
the  end of onr conversation, i t  was 5 o'cloclrJ a i d  when I lay down, I slept 
like R dead man. 

A t  10 o'clock the next day, a packet addressed to the Amir was 
brought to the quarters of the Mission, and this mas immediately handed 
to the Wazir for delivery t o  his master. 

A t  noon the same day t l~ere entered the Mission quarters the Wazir, the 
Kizi, and Mirza Nabi, the first secretary of the Amir. They exchanged 
greetings with us all, sat down, ant1 remained silent for some minutes. 
They then gave a packet to General Razg6noff) t he  cover of which had 
been opened. From the expression on the faces of these officials, i t  
could be seen thiit the letter conveyecl good news. As soon as Geuel-a1 
Rnzgbnoff had read the letter, his countenance too  m:ls lit up with joy, 
for it turned out t'hat tho letter conveyed an invitation on the part of 
General Ka.ufinann for the Amir t o  proceed to Tishliai~d. I here insert 
tbhs tes t  of the letter.* 

'' After sincere wishes for your I-lighnessJs health and happiness, be i t  
known to you as follows :- 

" Prince GorchaBoff, Minister for Foreign Affairs, has telegraphed to 
me that the Great Hazrat, the Sovereign Emperor, has been pleased 
to comm:~nd me to invite your Highness to come to Tashkand for a 
certain t imo. 

" CTllilst communicating with peculiar satisfaction this news to 
Your Highness, I consider i t  necessary to warn yo11 that, r ~ g t r d i n g  your 
journey frorn Tishlrand t o  St.  Petersburg, I have received no order of 
any kind. 

" I rejoice that I sllall have the opportunity of becoming personally 
accl~iainted wit11 Your Highness. 

a I bcg you to  rest assured of my unchanged and lleartfelt sympathy 
and friendship for you. " 

6' I have always told yon," said General Razgbnoff, turning 
to the assembled Afghjn officials, " that  Russia mould not lea,ve the 
aff:~irs of AfghinistBn without her aid. You now see that  I was 
right." 

The Afghiin officials were evidently glad a t  the turn wllicli 
affairs had taken, but they sepmed not to he able to understand 
what had happened ah all. " How is all th is?  Yesterday a refus:~l, 
and to-day an invitation l What  does i t  all mean? How could 
there be such a rapid change in  the settlement of so important a 
question ? " 

This much could be read in their faces. 
I-Iom, indeed, could the circumstance be explained that one da,y the 

Amir h;rd met with a refrlsal and the next had received an irlvitation. 

* This lettcl. ant1 n l ~ o  the ono reccivetl before it bore date 23rtl Deccn~her  1878 
(4th January 1879). R u t  h c r e i ~ ~  io rill evitlc~it mist:tlte. Horn tllis waa occasioned, the 
reader will see fro111 the furll~er erposit io~~ of the narrative.-Author, 



The origin of this  game I do not know, but  I will explain how it mas 
played out. 

JVllilst BulStsel, was returning with the Afgliiin Mission from 
Tjsl1kand, was at Shira-&Lid, courier overtook him. This man was the 
bearer of a letter from General Iialxfmann to  tlie Amir, Shir-Ali-Tihiin, 
mhicll Yesalll Bulitsel took from his hnuds and made over to the  mem- 
bers of the Afgl l in  AIIission. Soon afler this  t1:ere rode u p  another 
courier wit11 a seconcl letter aud a n  order from the  Oflicer Com- 
rnsl1ding tile Sirnarkand district for tlie relurn of the  first letter. 
This demand appeared to Buljtsel t o  be hurtful to  his selC-respect, 
and he therefore tolcl the man t o  go  on with the second letter, whilst the  
f i r s t  remailled in the  hands of the members of the  A f g h i n  R'Iission. 
This letter reached the Amir a t  MazSr-i-Sharif, bu t  after i t  there 
followed the courier wi th  the second letter. The  first communicrttion 
contained the  refusal, the  second the invitation for the Amir t o  go 
t o  Tishkand. 

" Why did you not give the  first letter t o  the  courier who 
overtook you with the order?" enquired General Razg6noff of 
BulStsel. 

" Under what regulation should I take a letter away from any mes- 
senger when such letter did not concern me, " said Bulitsel, justifying 
llirnself. ' f  I f  he had brought me from proper authority an order to take 
such letter, I, of course, sllould not have delayed doing so, but  there ridcs 
up  someljody i n  an  ordinary khalat and de~llands me to  give up a certaiu 
letter." 

I call undcrstnnd thnt  I'isnul Buljtsel could not accede to  the 
demand of a siml~le native courier. But  this second courier was solit 
with a clemancl to the first courier, and tlie Sirnarkand authorities never 
supposed t,hat Bulitsel would take a letter from a courier and make it 
over to tlie meinLers of tlie Afgh iu  Mission. I n d e ~ d ,  he had no 
authority for so doing. I f  this had not happened, the courier with 
the order would have addressed hi~nself t o  the first courier a11d 
the  required letter would of course have been returned. Thus ;ill 
~ n l ~ l e a s n n t  coininunicntion nrould have been kept buck and our 
hl ihsion would 11;lve been saved froin the possi l~i l~t~y of being unllpces- 
sarily placed in an awkwnrtl sitnat,ioo. But  the inat,t,er proceetl(1cl 
otherwise, ant1 who was t o  blame for the turn  of affairs, i t  is not my 
busincss to cl(sc.icle. 

Tile A f g l ~ i n  olljcials lcft U S  ill D g!od f ~ . n m ~  of mind, liut. we, the 
rnem1)cl.s of tllc Alissson, felt! still Inore joyful. "It lucnns t h a t  \\re s l~ :~ ] ]  
all go, tllought I, " anc1 I sliall not have t o  wastc my cxis t~nce  in this 
' Sacrcrl toinl).' "* On tllc one hancl, I was glad a t  this conclusion, alld 
on t l ~ c  oilrcr 1 w:ls not so, for tllc tho~iglit. tlint I should 1l;xve to ],lay t,he 
part, of Polit iral Agcnt t t~~ iencd  1ny head. " B u t  every thing is for tile best 
i n  this 1 ) ~ s t  of worlds, " rcflcctkl I. 

1)11ring the 1:1\t, clays of tl1c stay of thc  1ncln1)ers of tile ICnssinn 
Mi5sio11 at. hIas6r-i-S1~:11~if, t h ~ y  Ijved iu tlie hope o f  a sperdy (lel>artllre 
froin ATglllinibt,;in. 011  the 1 1 111 (2:ll.tl) Jnunn~.y, I3rll;it ~ 1 1  alicl Cllanll- 
sl~eff took  their (lcpartorc, and with t l i(~in r v ~ n t  I:cnders!ii, the tollo- 
gr:il)lier wit11 tllc Mission. Altlrough I ditl u d  ;lccr,lnp:lny them, it wns 
- -- .- - 

Mazir-i-Sharif.--Au1Lor. 



decider1 tha t  they mere t o  proceed t o  Kgrshi in order to  meet the Amfr 
of Bukhlira. But we had a t  the  same t ime heard tha t  the  Amir of 
Bukh i r a  had left  Ki rsh i  f a r  Bukhhra. Thus, if i n  accordance with 
orders recrived, I hacl gone wit11 Buli i ts~l  and  Chanusheff, I should 
bave had a favournble opportunity of staying in the famous centre 
of Ccntl.:~l Asian ~1uhnmm:~danism.  B u t  now 1 had to remain a t  
llnz6r-i-Sharif, a place tha t  was so ~venrisotne t o  us all, although 
i t  ligures as  uo qmall " pillar" in the  ITnssulmiin n~orlcl. The otlier 
members of t he  Jlission mere not able to  leave wi th  Bencierslci, because 
the Alnir had not  yet  completed his supplies a t  the  different stages 
on tho road. 

Neverth~less  when he left,, it mas decided t h a t  me all ancl the Amir, 
Shir-Ali-IChiin, shonld leave IlIaz6r-i-ShariE not later than  tlie week fol- 
lowing, and, if possible, earlier. The Ainir informecl us t h a t  he intended 
t o  talie mith him 4 of his highest officials, r ia . ,  his cousin, S i rd j r  Shir- 
Ali- Khin ,  the  lJTazir, Shir-M uhammad-I<hin, t he  Kizi,  Abdul-Icadir, 
and one Mustnfa-Khin. 

Notwithst:lnding tha t  G e n ~ r a l  Razg6noff tlnily asked the Wazir  t o  
hasten the  preparatiol~ s for the clepnl.ture of the Alission from Maz6r-i- 
Sl~nrif ,  an easy departure conlcl not  be ant.icipated, for the Amir insisted 
t h a t  General Knzg6noff sholil(1 first of all communic:~te his approaching 
departure t o  t he  Governor-General of Russian 'l'urkistin. I n  the  opl- 
nion of the Amir., i t  was necessn1.y t o  send this  intimation in order tha t  
preparations might  be made a t  Tirlrkannd for  his meetinp and recup- 
tion, as  befited his rank. NIoreover, t he  Wazir, too, insistecl tha t  
General K:lufmann should accjunint the  Amir of Bukhgra of Shir- 
Ali's projr(.terl passage t h r o ~ i ~ 1 1  11;s dominions. When General Haz- 
gbnofl inquired why such a n  llltitnation was needed, the Wazir answered 
t h a t  as tlie Amir's retinue would consist of 4500 men, 600 horses, 3 
e l ~ p l ~ a n t s ,  ancl a large number of servants, i t  was necessary that  arpange- 
m e t ~ t s  sliould be m:de beforehand for the  recel~t~ion and maintenatlce of 
such a vast cnvnlcnde. I n  reply to  this  demand, Geileral Rnzgbnoff 
endeavoured t o  exp1:tin to  the  Wazi r  tha t  l3i tk h6ra mas an intlependent 
State, and t h a t  t,hc Governor-General of Kussian Turliistin lind no 
aut,llosit,y to  intc l . f c p ~  e with it, in any  p a y ;  t ha t  wllen the  rneml)ers 
of the  Kussian Mission entei-ecl Bul;li,iran territory, they were nothing 
inore than guests;  aild tllnt if illt, Amir of Uukhiirn chose t o  keep 
tile Jlission during its stJay within tile limits of his territory a t  
his own expense, so as notl to allow the  members of the  Ru~s ion  
hli>sion to  pny for anything, the fact \voultl only be s u  indication 
of the frittuclli~less of tlie kind neighbours of Russia in Central 
Asia. 

The Wazir  listened to  the General with attention and agreed 
mith what he snicl, hut,, after a pause of a few mornentg, lie again raised 
tho as t,o his sendiqq a n  int!imation t o  the A ~ n i r  of J3ukhRra 
t l l r o u ~ l l  the ICu.;si:in anthoL~t~es. This conversation, which was in tlie 
1iiqliest degree monotonous and alt,oget.l~er usele.qs, dl-agqecl on for a long 
time. At, leugth, the lITair,ir ~011cIuCled i t  by ol~serving tha t  if General 
I(anf111lnn collld not do so, Ovner:)l I t i 1 ~ ~ 6 n 0 f f  might take on himself t o  
serl(l word t,o tlie h tn i r  of Bukhiro of his master's proposed passage 
through his dunlioions. 



(( If I were to do this, " said Gei~eral  Razg6noff, " it \vould be a.s 
thougll t,he Amir-SihiL ma,s not  of himself go ing  t o  Tishkand, bu t  
as if the  Russian Mission was t,al;ing him wit'h it for the  sa,ke of 
compal~y. This reply sliool; the Wazir's iinportuuity, and he soon left  
us wit,Ilout s a , y i ~ ~ g  even " Yes " or " No. " 

'l'he day f ollo w i n g  this  con\rersat.t,ion, during a farewell a,udience 
wl~iell the Amir gave t,o Bul$t,sel," tlle TiT~~zir once more raised the  
q~lestion as t o  his sending an int, l~l~ntion to  the  S m i i  of I3ulih5ra through 
C: eneral I<aufma,nn. Up011 this  &lalevinsl;i remarbed thnt  such a 
rnc?thod of address mould be iunppropri:~t,e 1)oth on the pa.rt of t h e  
(;o\rerl~or-G-eneral of Ruesian Turlcistiiu and  also as  rega,rcls the  Amir  of 
BnIihhra,, who was only a good neiglll)our of Russia's a ~ l d  cluite indepen- 
drtnt. Iiere Shir-Ali l)roIie in arid ~ronically observed, " Yes. W e  know 
what sort of illdependence Bul;Iiiira enjoys. " 

P r o ~ n  all th i s  i t  was evident how t h e  Amir obstinately, and as 
though with great uurvillingness, made prepnrat,ions for his departure 
for Tishkaud. During the  great,er par t  of liis t,ime, too, Shir-Ali 
scemed t o  us, to  say the least, to  be Leliavil~g lliil~self i n  a strange 
mnuner; thus, he moald look on at fights b e t m ~ c a  various a.nimals, 
he would go out hunt,ing a,nd husy himself about fresh acqoisitions 
to liis harem and the  like. All this made General Razg6noff very 
angry, for he was in  a hurry t o  ge t  out of Afghiiuistin a.s quiclily 
as possil~le. 

(' 6IThy docs not  the Amir permit us  to  leave, " aslied Malevinski of 
General Knzg61loilf. " By ourselves we could g o  quite quietly, and  he 
coultl follo\v after us. You o l ~ g h t  to tell Ilini so." B u t  (;enern1 Razg6noff 
tliougllt otllerwise, for he said tllat, altlloligh i t  was very disagreeable 
t o  renlrtin on a t  Alnz:il.-i-Sharif in  a perfectly nceclless manner, yet as 
tlle liussian Blission liacl go t  through an esistence of h rno~lt,lls in Af-  
o*hriniskin, i t  could a t  least, ma,li:tge to  exist for anot,l~er S days under b 

any circ~imstnnces. A n d  yct t l ~ e  Geticr:~I, with all his self-rest,raint 
~vlleu, after the l:~pse of some da.ys, tlle TVazit- again acltlresced him with 
the aljpar~tlt ly endless c lu~s t iou  :IS t o  sentling a n  i~itilnn.l;ion to  t l ~ c  
A rr~ir of Uolih6ra., he could not ref rain from excli~.imiug-" w h a t  
in\.eterate p ~ t t ~ e r c r s  tliese people arc ! 1ml)ort:~nt nff airs of s ta te  
:~roait a scttt lrb~nei~t am1 t,hey procrast,innte. It is necaossnry to  hurry, 
and they look on a t  camel fights aud waste t , l~eir  time over idle 
c ~ r r ( ~ s p o ~ l d o n ( ' ~  I ') 

T i ~ n s  wa,s the pcriod of the stay of the Russian Iilission at Bfazjr- 
i-Sliarif agilio prolong~d in the same uniform a,nd wearisome mauner. 
One day resembled auotber just as  two drops of water bear the sume 
resemblance. 

( In  spite of this ol~serrntion, Dr. Ynv6rslii inflicts on hi# 1.cndrl.s n, wcariqome 
ac.caluit, of I~ow tl~cscl ~ : I S R  I\-CI.C passed; but ill tllc conrsca of 11is narrative, Ilc incident- 
ally ~llnlccs t h c  lollowing statcr~lcllt regarding Shir-Ali's IVazir, ShLh-3luhammad- 
3<11&il.) 

ITis indifference to  the i l~terests of t l ~ c  Russian Riission can, to a 
certain dcgrce, bc csl,laiuetl by tlie circnmstrtnco tllxt hc was not 
amongst t he  nnmlxr  of advoca t~s  for an alliance wit11 ltussia. W h e n  - - - -_ . . . - .- _ - -- 

Dr. Yavdrski haa already stated thel he had left Mezsir-i-Shif.- TY. 3. G. 



Sllir-Ali, on the yecepit of the  news tha t  a Russian Mission war on its 
may t o  Kibol ,  called together in  Derb i r  his S in l i r s  and popular repra. 
s ~ n t a t i v e s  and invitjed their opinion as t o  whether he shonld receive 
thc  Mission from the  Russian Emperor or not,, the voices for and 
against his doing so were unequally diricletl, bu t  t11.e majoritty were not 
i n  fiivour cf a Rlissinn alliance, and t o  this  party the  W:lzir belonged. 
I f ,  i n  s11it.e of this  fa8ctl, t,he R.ussian Mission went t o  Kibul ,  it arrived 
there chiefly through the  persona.1 wish of the Amir. 'rhe gTazir 
did not,, however, cease to  oppose Siussian interests and this, too, though 
he wits sul~seqnent~ly one of bhe authors of " 'l'he Projected Russo- 
Afghiin Agreelnent'." lTThen Shir-Ali left Kiibul, the  Wazi r  persist- 
ently aclvisecl him t o  break o FE relations with Russia. And if he mas 
not  clisgra,ced, it wa.s prolaLly beca'use of the  circnmsta.nce tha,t the 
A ~ u i r  [lid not  wish to  drive froin his court such a n  influential man  as tho 
TVazir wila. hlt ,hnuqh the  Wazi r  was ilistinguished for  his porely 
canine devotion to  Shir-Ali, yet,, towarcls the  end, he did not enjoy the 
same influence with, and conlitlence of, Shir-Xli t h a t  he had some 
~ n o n t ,  hs be fore possessed. 

H e  and the  TiAzi (Abclnl-'IL~dir) were secret and irreconcilable 
enemieq hut the  latter was so sliilfnl, t ha t  during m y  further stay a t  

<.' 

&laz6r-l-S h:~rif he contrived to  throw on his rival t he  shadow of infi- 
delit,y i n  t he  eyes of t h e  Amir.  

Several ttiirles there came t o  us our old acquaintance the ICamncLb 
Mn1lan11n:id-H assan-I< hAn, ancl ht?, in  ~ont~rnclistinction t,o t.he Wazir, was 
deserving of the  general tha,nks of the I-tussii~u Mission. H e  is a man 
of sul,tle nnd cle:tr intellect and has had in  a n  Asiatic sense a brilliant 
etlucat)ion, and he moreover pnssesser an  escellent ncqnain tance wit.h Persian 
literature. He has travellecl 1n11ch and ha,s visited Inrlia on  several 
occasions. I11 a1)peur:mce he is inore like a, l<nropean than  a n  Asiatic, 
aa(l he is wit,hol~t t h i ~ t  conceit and haughtint+ss which are character- 
istics of Alnssultnrin otIicials in  Ceutral Asia and, moreover, he is not 
posseqced of t ha t  ttclr11;ltion and tla,t,t,ery for which most Bukhjran oficials 
are  clist,inguishetl. H e  is siin1)le i n  his ma.uner nncl motlest i n  his con- 
versat,ionJ and one very seldom hears a sha.rp remark procec+d from his lips. 
H i s  conversat,ion wils modest a,ntl wi th  a n  easy flow. I I e  has only one 
failing, and  this  is so perceptible as  to  cast sha.de on his otherwise 
bright countenance. H e  greatly loves st'rong drink. I n  contrast to the 
nigg:lrclliness of the  TV:~zir, he is, a t  all times, ready to  offer you 
anything t,hat he has. Several years previously, he had occupied a high 
position in Afghjnist6n ; he then fell into dist'avour and was appointed 
Assistant to  the Lwincib of the Cllollcir- W i l c i ' y c d .  Now, on his return 
froln Tishkancl, he ha.d evitlent,ly been cltpived still f'i~rther of the  
Amir's good graces since his Mission had to come t o  nothing, and he had 
not  only not brought wit,h him any Russian troops, but he had failed t o  
obtain kroln the liu.qsian Government any sort  of definite promises. 
And, of course, he mas held responsible for the turn whic l~  aflairs had 
taken. 

Every time, however, t ha t  t,he Knmnclb came to  us, he carried about 
wi th  him an  atmosphere of benignitjy and cheerfulness. IIis intelligent 
and refined conversation acted on us in a positively exhilitrating manlier 
after the awkward phrases of the  Wazir. 



On the 16th  (2qth) January, the  Amir again expresseil a wish t o  
see the  me~nhers  of the Illiseion ; he then sent worcl to  say t h a t  he had 
a bad leg. W e  i~~lmedia tc ly  po t  on our  full-dress l lniforn~ and started 
for the Amir's residence. O n  this  occasion, t he  Aniir was in a room 
adjoining his bath-room, and he wit11 great  na:ivete aslied us why we 
liacl come. It was a cr~rious picture to  see the members of the Russian 
3lission sit , t i~lg i n  full  uniform in the  Ainir's dressing-room and t,he 
Amir in  de'shub~:lle.  

Immediately we came the  Amir beqan t o  ta lk  ahout liis ailmcnts 
and to  seek m y  meclical advice. I-Ie first of all told me t h a t  a year- 
and-a-half before, the other leg  had t,rottbled him, and t h a t  the  preseilt 
ailment had begun wi th  the  same symptoms as  before. 

(Here Dr. Yav6rslri, after an examination of the Amir's legs, gives his professional 
opinion as to the nature of the  ailment,, and then, after some fnrther inquiries as to t,he 

state of the Amir's hcaltb, resumes the narrative as follows.) 

Shir-Ali now ordered tha t  a recently receivrcl despatch f rom Yakfib- 
Khin ,  regarding the state of a.Eairs a t  I<anclaliir, should be read out.  
SirdLr Muhalnrna(1-Yusuf-1<h8n7 the Governor of tha t  city, ~ . e ~ ~ o ~ t e c l *  
tha t  the Ellglish ha.d approached within 10 or  12 versis ((ij t o  8 
miles) and had pitched carny there : tha t  he and the  garrison of the  
city, in view of the inequality of liis forces, as compared wi th  those of 
the English, had deciclecl not t o  enter into a n  open engagement but  to 
operate on the line of their comn~unicatioiis. 

After the letter had been read out, the  Amir  t,urnecl to Gencral 
Razgbnoff 1vit.h the usual question : " I-IOIV ca'n you reconcile t'he acts 
of the Englisll wit'h the l>romises givcn by them t o  the l l ,~tss i :~n 
Government, viz.,  t h a t  the  indepeucleuce of A-fghjnistjn will Le 
preserved ? " . . 

Instead of qlving a n  answer t o  this  qnest,ion, Gencrnl Rn7gGnoff 
began to aclvise tho Amir to s tar t  for Tlishl;aiid as soon as possible. 

" There everjt.hing will be much clearer," he assurc?d the  ,4mir. 
" General Kanfmann will give yo11 Inore circunistanti;~l ans;wers to  a11 
your questions : mea.n\vliile I ca.nnot t,ell you :~nyt,hing. '' 

" To go t o  T'ishka.nd is not dificnlt,," ret,tir~ied the An~il- ,  " bnt n.h:it,'~ 
the  use of going ? I s  t)hel.e a'ny ldvantage to be drrivacl by such a 
visit ? I hare do l~e  eve r j t h i l~g  for  Hnas~ :~ ,  but  she has, :is yet,, done 
absolut,ely nothing for lne. Iiossirt believes .Eugl:iod's l!rc,nlises. I s  she 
not sufficientJy convinced 1 ~ y  this time of the  per6dy of t,he 13ngli8h ? 
I want one thing only, r i z . ,  nrmccl assist.;~nce, so tha t  I may, I)p force of 
arms, arrest the advance of the English. It is clear t,hat \ ~ o r d s  will 1lot 

do this. I therefore wish t,o know whether, if 1 go  tro TBslll;and, I can 
count on the complete co-operation of Russia. TVha,t shonld I do, mere 
I to go  to  Tis11l;aud a.nd t;here meet with a ref~lsal ? I n  t ha t  case my 
hononr, which has n.lready suffered so much from tho English proceed- 
ings, would Ile in,jnred sttill further." 

General 1<:1zgGnolY endeavoured to asslire t,he Amir as  to t,he prc. 
tection he wonld rewive in IZ~~ssia, but, Shir-l\li was not t,o bo - - - - - - 

* \ V ~ I C I I  IIC wrote this rcport, ~.Inl~:~~i~innd-l'n~uf-I<l~i~l pro11al)ly ditl not ltnom tha t  
Sllir-Ali 11:ld romc to  t l ~ c  (,'lrcth(i~.- Il'ilti?jn/, mitl tllcrpfore I I ~  srllt ]]is letter t o  l<ibul,  
wllenro Ynkilb-ICl~ia forwarded it  to hie fatLcr a t  Nazir-i-Shorif with a letter from 
himself.- Author. 



aasily from a position which he had once taken up. H e  orrlered that 
General 1Caufm;mn's letter cE the 23rd December 1878 (4th January 
1879), in  which he counsellecl Shir-Ali not t o  g o  t o  I t ~ ~ ~ ~ s i n ,  but to 
await more favourable circumstz~nces a t  J4axlir-i-Shraif, should be 
rend out. 

" Here you see," continned t h e  Amir, " t,hat Geuerstl Tcanrmann dis- 
t inctly a.dvises me to  remain here in orcler t,o settle n7y aFf':~irs. And cer- 
tainly m y  presencte here is  iuclispensa1,le. My St;lt,e is in  danger, for two- 
thirds of i t  are in  t he  enemy's possession. Consequently m y  revenue 
which, before t he  war, :crnouat,ecl t o  Rs. 20,1)011,000 does not now e s c e ~ d  
Rs. 2,000,000, for I<iil)ul, Heriit', nnrl the  Chaltcir- 7Vi/&Jal aloue 
remain in  m y  possession. Hut  KjLul  does not now bring me in a 
single rupee, bpcause it,s chief source of revenrte-tnrde has completely 
disappeared. I h:~ve only sufivient money t,o supl)ort a n  a rmy for two 
mont,hs, Aft,er t,hat tiine, 1 ~lli i l l  be a, beggar, s~ucl my position will be 
critical. Moreover, if t he  Euglish shoulcl ocac.npy ICa.ndahBr, and of this 
there can be no doubt, ttheir nearnew t o  fIerLt might  have an  unfsvour- 
able effec* on t h a t  proviurae where i t  is po~sible tha t  diet.vtr1)auc.c~ would 
bl'eali out. Then there mill only be one thing left  t:, complete the sum 
of all  m y  misfo~.t~unes; this  will be a rebellion in the  oulv provi~ce  left, 
namely, Afghiin 'Turl;istQn. You now see what c:nnsider:~<ioas compel me 
to reflect very much about taliing a journey to  'l'bhkancl. I will i1c.t tell 
you more, viz., tha.t  t,hese e:trne consider:~tions induce me t.o :~ltog:.tther 
give up tlie wish, which I a t  one t ime very much cherished-that of 
journeying t o  Russia." 

General Rrtzg6noff vainly strove t o  ss~nl .o  Shir-Ali Iha t  i t  was 
abso1ot~-ly necessary for him t o  g o  t o  'l'5,:hl;:1nil. Vailily did he 
dernon~trat~e tlic ntjility of such a journey I)? p;,inting out ,how tlle 
Arnir-SAl~ib liad G e n ~ r a l  KauFrnsl~n's 1;1t,est lett,?r, in nrhich, by ord(:r 
of t he  Russian RI inist,er fo r  Porc~ign Aff:tirs, he invited the Anlir t,o 
Tishliand, bu t  all in vain. Tlie Amir ~.ec:eivcl.d with scepticism General 
RazgbnofE's assurances or held Past t o  his own. 

" It would now be much het.t,er for the  Arnir-S:ihih t o  go  t o  Tiish- 
kand than t o  renlain a t  34aziir-i-Shnrif. If tha t  harl not been so, Gen- 
eral KauFma.nn wol~lrl not have sent you an in.vitntion." 

'' I n  his Former lett,er* he, ns a kin? and sincere friend, espresees his 
personal opinion I,p counsslli11g the Anlir-SAhih t,o rem:~in a t  R3azQ1.- 
i-Sharif, but  he now asli~l yon to  g o  there, in obedience to higher antlior- 
ity. I t  is clear t , l~en t , l ~ n t  your j n n r n ~ y  t'o 'l'Bsl~ka,n(l is considered more 
useful than your stay a t  M:i.zBr-i-Sharif monlrl he. It is clear, too, tha t  
it will he best for t h e  Amir-SBhil, to go  to  Ti~llkand." 

S o  General HazgGnoff cnntinord t o  urKe the Amir. 
B u t  Sliir-Ali, wit,hont giving any delinlte reply, allowed the  members 

of thc Mission t o  return t o  their qnarter.~~. 
On reaching these, they long and energetically discussed the qneg- 

tion as t,o what this  change in the politics of t he  Amir rnea.nt ? \$'as it 
t h e  result of simple caprice, or dirl it conceal some hicldcn motive. Had the  

* Dated 23rd December 1878 (4th J~nl lary 18 i0 ) .  General ICn~~Frnnnn's eerond 
letter also bore thir date, and in tllie the A ~ n i r  wa8 il~rited to go to 1IBsl1ka11d. 111 my 
opinion thie aecoud letter ehould have been dated 25th December 1878 (6th January 
1879) .-Author. 



Amir sent, unknown to  t h e  Mission, a letter t o  the  English, and n7as 110 now 
awaiting a n  answer to  i t  ? I t  might be tha t  he wits declinin,: t o  take a 
joomey, because his leg pained him. The hvputh&sis and the guesses were 
numerous, but  a t  length i t  was almost unallilnously decided tha t  t h e  Amir 
mas deferring his departure, because, a s  Geueral 1Cazg6nofl had observed, 
all Afghins are inveterate potterers. 

,it 5 P . M .  the same day, Ghul61n-Haidar-Kh6n carno t o  our quarters 
to say tha t  the Amir was desirous of seeitig me and of seeking my 

aid. 'l'aking with me t,he Assi-t.;tnt Surgeon and certain 
medicines, I a t  once started oft'. Instead of m y  11sua1 companion, Zainaan- 
Bek, ?Ilalevinslri camme wit,h ma a,s iut'erpreter. I drew the  General's 
at,tention to  t,he inconvenience of such B cllange, in  the  event of the  
irir(i:i not being with tho Amir, for he alone could render AIalevinski'~ 
E11~lish into Persian for  the Amir's benefit and reverse t ' ! ~  saine process 
in the case of R~la.levinsL-i. B u t  m y  l~ro t~es t  met with both froin 
Mnlevinslci and from C enem1 IEazg6noff tho retost, : " And why 
shotlld not the Kdzi be \vit,h the Alnir ? I co111d no longer hold out  
mhc?n I perceived tha t  General IEiizgcinoiT very much wished t h a t  
Malevinski should go  with me to  the An~ir ."  

It sholrkl here be ol~served tha t  Geneml Itnzg6noff had for  some t h e  
made more use of t,he services of Alalevinslii as an interpreter than  
those of Naziroff, alt,hough t>he change was very inconvenient. Male- 
vinski had iirst of' all to translate what the General said into English for  
the liY,zi to  convert t,he same into Persian for t'he Alnir. 'l'hus, before 
the Amir's nnsnrer re3,ched Gener:~.l Razgtinoff, i t  had gone t,hrongh tn-o 
other mouths and this luct,l~ocl of exchanging ideas, besides causing 
delay, was  inconvenient^ nl-so, I.,ecnnz;e a thought,  thus  conveyed, might,, 
in 1 n - o ~ ~ ~  of reutleri~ig into a n o t h t : ~  language, suffer mutilation o r  
alter;tt,ion in the nlilld a.a? ~nont 'h  of the p;ilt,icola.r syc?sl<er, or, perhaps, 
be represetltecl in a, yense t1otally dii'Fesent t,:) tha t  which i t  was intended 
hy the  origiu:~t,or to b ~ a r .  Jn~leud, this  hi11)pened more than  once. 
N evert helrr;*, U cnenl  ~ t i o  i 1 t preferred this  method of 
com~n~inicnt,ing ivitll the i l t n ~ r  t,o doing so t8hrough Knziroff. 

A short tiune al'tor I l l~~(1  Lecn \:,rt,Il t'he hlnir ,  it really turned out  
t hn.t I \vi\s pl;l.ct?rl in  ;In awl; \\/;I rd ~it~lr:~t,ion, o winn to the Jk-d,zi9s not 

b. 1)eing prescmt,. A!t I I O I I ~ ! I  I can ulide~,.st;~nd Persian rail lp well, I speak 
i t  vc!ry 1,ndly ; but, .h 1n11h1; Ilerc: oljs~:r\le l.llut even t,llougl~ 1 liatl been \ire11 
able t,o do so, I shorlltl ni:vc?r 11;1vu held corn~nunic*a,t~ion with tjhe Amir, 
except thl*ongll tht: 11iadir1m of  :ln int,esl)rett!~., for celtain consider a t.' lons 
i~rtlocecl iue rlot t,o 11i~l)I.l.v I)et'orc Sllil--.ll~ \vl\a,t a .cq~l :~ i l l t . ;~~~ce  I had wit,h 
the 1'ersi:~n I : L L ~ ~ I ~ : I ~ I ! ,  u!ICI  these cotl~;itlor;~t~ioas proved t,o be perfectly 
 all I'o~intled. 

On t,he present occasion, t'lle A~nil- nTns on t-he t,c?rrace whence t,here 
project,erl o r ~ t  on to  tho cle:i,n coul t ~ . ; ~ l . d  paved \vil-,h tiles a nrooden balus- 
trnde. IVith the hlnis  w r e  the I\'nxir and l r ~ y  old acquaintnllco, the 
Akhnnd-SAhib, Iny colle:iguc, or, lo spenk lnore corl*ect,ly, lny l>redecessor 
in  t,he uusaccessful t,reat81nent of tihe Ilerc?rlita~.y prince, A1)dulls-Jjn. 'llhe 
I a , r p  round head of the  Al~111ind 1vit;11 it,.; 11.1l~e drooping ea,rs wa,s 
firlnly set on a thick fat  t,rnnlc, which rose 1111 from slnnll shoc!lsss b u t  
fioc:lc-covered feet. The la.rgo cnlll~ing eyes a n d  I~oolced nosc? gave to the  
broad and very flat face :I.n irnl)l*(~*. io11 t. hiit the owner ~ T L L S  q ~ i ~ l i  
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~~pprehens ion  and a good judge of ~ha rac t~e r .  H e  mas not flr~ent of 
speecl~, bu t  he could look fixedly and 01)servnnt~ly straight into the eyes 
of liis interlocutor as  tliongh he were endeavouring. to  read his inn)ost 
t.hought.s. A t  me he gi~zed neither coldly nor yet malevolent,!y. As he 
cast a look a t  me I too watched my opl~ortani ty and at,tmt'ively regarrled 
him, as though I also wished t o  sound liis secret, reflections. For some 
t , i~ne, he quietly withstood m y  glance, but a t  length the espression of his 
e! es I)ec:~rne restless a d  lie tur.ned his heat1 away. It was pprfcctly in  
t he  order of tliitigs t ha t  the  worthy Ali l~und shoulcl not c1ispl;iy a,nv 
s l ~ ~ c i a l  sympathy towards me, for I had stood for the secontl time in his 
W ; I V  and  lizld proved 1nyse1f t o  be his rival before the person of the 
A i; ir. 

Tn a few moments, the  Kdzi matlehis appearance ancl thcn our silent 
t i te-n-{Lie came t o  an end. 

( T l ~ c  iirrt half-page is taken up with Dr. Par6rslii's inquiries regarding the Amir's 
state of health.) 

(Text  resunzed.) 

After  my professional visit was over, we began a g e n ~ r a l  conversa- 
tion. 'l'he Amir t l ~ e n  sent for ttvo of his children ; on~appe:tred to be 
a boy of 8 the other of 12. B u t  a g1anc.e a t  them was s u t f i c ~ ~ n t  to 
sliow bow great a dif lerenc~ there was in  their respective type.; of cnun- 
ten;tnce. 'l'he elder clliltl wa!: n type of the  pure Afglrin with larze black 
ej-es anrl slightly hooked nose set 011 a sna l . t l~y  face. He  was? in fact, 
a!rcady the very image of his fat  h ~ r .  The  otliel. cliild hail recltlisll hair, 
9 r . r ~  eyes, ancl a wl~itisll t inge of c~~untenance,  a ~ d  he, too, had a 
sliglitly liook~cl nose. His  features were not, however, so very regclar 
as those of his elder brotlier, but 1 r t x  hacl a \leimy attractive face. I 
sul)sequently learnt t ha t  the first cl~ild vms not a buy n t  all but a girl, 
and the claughter of tlie Amir's fnvor~rite wife. As  Sl~ir-:i l i  g~*ently 
lovecl this  child and wislied t o  \lave ller al\va~-s near him, l ip dressrd 
her up  as  a ljoy nnd so ev~rdetl the strit.t rules* of the harem, which do 
not  permit tlie presence of females in men's society especinlly tvith 
unveiled faces. 

As soon as I became aware of the  respective parentage of these 
two chilcllen, the striking diffc~renct: i n  their c o u n t t ~ n i ~ n c ~ s  hecame 
exl)l:lined, for  the mother of the tirst c l~ i l?  mas n p i r e  Af~116u  ; Clie 
mo t l~e r  of tbe second wits a slave-girl of I f i r i s t i .  130th c l~r l ( l rL~n were 
drcsserl alike ancl well. On  t,lieir heads tllcby wore the nation:~l cone- 
sh:\ped heacl-dress of Llnclt I:~n~l)s-\vool. 0vc.r t l ~ e i r  shor~ltlers was 
tlll-own a fox-skin coat, ernl)roitle~~t.tl with sill;. Their Feet wcI1.e covered 
wit11 thick silken socks, t,nt they worc: 11e ; th~r  shoes nor s;~n?:lls. 

I should here state tlr:rt AFg-11611 ofiiciuls ancl evrln mr~rn1)t~rs of the 
I eigning family went shoeless in the presenche of the Amir, wearinq 
socks only ; but they hat1 on their heads eit,licr a turltan ( ( ~ h ~ , l m , , ) ,  the 
national Afghan head-dress (knli'kll) or tho English I~elmclt (kd;kn) .  

The relations of ttle cl~ilrll.en, the one towards the other, mcre 
perf~c t ly   inc constrained ; hut i n  tne younger cllild there was not 
ol)serva.Ll~ tha t  lianghty look which was traceable in  tlre countenance 
of the elcler. 

* These rules do not i~ecessarily apply to inere cl1ildrcn.- W. E. 8. 



Ill the ~ o u r t ~ a 1 . d  and ljefore the open windows of the  t ~ r r a ~ e  there 
moved about many of t,he Amir's adlierents, and clase to  the \vindoi7r 

a young man of 17, erect and t,lrll as  a po11l:tr t,ree. The  outlines 
of his fa,c2e we]-e beautiful and his eyes sparkled with intelligence. Tlris 
was Amir's gl.andson and the son of his eldest n,11d favourite son, 
Jl[ul~smm~d-Ali-~<h611. 'l'hej* called the lad -41imad-Ali-f(h&u. ~'ouI.-  
teen years llnd since his fnthrr's death in a tragic manner. And 
hero I will insert what the Alnir hirnself related t o  rne. 

" lgou~tccn yoars ago, wliilst I was carrying on many wars with 1 1 1 ~  

rebellious brothers, a t ight took place between m y  troops and those of 
3luliamma,d-Sllarif-Iihiin, the ruler of G-irishli, and of Muhammad-Bmin- 
Klrin, the r u l ~ r  of I<andallir. The fiqht occurred near K helit-i-Ghilzai. 
31 y- dsceasetl son, who mas a hero i n  hody a'nd soul, as well as a powerful 
~ua,ll, did not wish tha t  so much blood of the  people should be shed, 
sc:ei~rg t h a t  thev were innocent in resprct of a pnrely family ¶uarrcl. 
Therefore my hero son imagined tha t  i t  wollld be more just. if tho 
leaders themselves decided upon engaging in sillgle combat. From m y  
side, the ch;~llenge came from my son, Muhammad-Ali-Iihiin. J4uham- 
mad-Sharif-Kl~in, n linown cowi~rd, wnnld not listen to  tlie messaee, bu t  
my other bl-llther, lIuharnn1ad--4min-h5l1, wa,s poss~s .~ed  of a soul of 
anotlier kind, and he accepted the challerrge. It m:is decided t h a t  t he  
coml)at sho111d he wagrtl with swol.cls only ant1 either combatant was 
forbitldet~ to take wit-11 hilrl a fire nrm of any kind. The spot having 
been cllosen, the duel Gegan. Amin- I i l~ in  first of all slightly wo~lndetl 
my son, \~r l~o ,  with a terrific blow of his snrord, mortallv \\rounded his 
u~icle. I n  liis f':~Il, Amin-IClhu sn:~tchecl a ~*evolver fl+om 'liis breast a n d  
fired i t  l )oi~i t  bl:llik a t  lily ~(111. l3ctli tllus fell toget'her nncl neither rose 
agni.11.~ JIv sou ! l 9 y  son ! never was there such a hero upon earth ancl 
nevcr will there be snch ag:~in ! Grief ;ind hcart-i'el t. anxiety, t,hrongl1 
the il1ss of my son, t , h ~  r r p o ~ i t ! ~ r y  of all my  h o p c ~ ,  so ;ifflictcd me t,\lat. I 
s t  a I -  i t  I .  For six lno~lths  I D-ancleretl lil;e 3 s11atlo1v from one 
1~l:lce to anot,her, t,nl<ing only j ~ l s t    no ugh food t o  sustain life and now 
111~' g~*a,ndson occul~ies his iiatl~er's l~la t*~? in nly nffcction. " 

r 1  1 his cornely : ~ . n d  evident,lv no t  rob l~s t  yont l~  illt.zrcster1 m e  very much, 
atld I tried t o  get, into convcl.s:~tion wit\\ I l i ~ i r .  'I'lle Aruir then to111 m:: 
t l~nt ,  his g ra~~ t l son  hat1 a rnont,h l)c~t'olmc sr~f'fertbtl muclr frc-)ln fe\.c,r ~ n t l  th :~ t ,  
hc 1vn.s no t  yet, c11111tl of th.1 tIi.ic:~ce, l i : l \ ~ i ~ r ~  no :~l)l)et.ife a t  :)I]. 'I'lie 
culrtlilq hrr:i I~c~-eupon did n )t  I':lil to 1>1.;1is~ tlie 1)otvtler 1rhic.11 I hi14 
~)rt:s.;'*ril)~tl for him some tiniu I)efo~*e Cor st,o~n::chic c:~t:arrh, and he rr-  
cornlnentled t,h;l,t; I shonlcl give t,tiem to  the yonng g~.:~ncl son of ttlt! rJiuir. 

r i  1.hrl.t: uow a.l~pe;xretl uit~ongst those st:intlir~g iin t,he court,, 11d t,he 
Jl?t i~i t l l l ,  I< llusli- l)il I< h6n, illid lq'aiz-Aln hair~~tiacl- k h d n ,  comln:in,l~ r!g the 
tl*ool)s in  I he Cfhnl,ri!- I / - i / d y t r l .  The /,vi71t;h vr;1s C I ; I C ~  i n  t,llt! salne ( 
l ~ l r ~ e  ~ I : l ~ t : t l  : I I I I ~  l)~-oc.atlecl) fur-CO:L~, which he wore w!jen he received me in  

r 1 
I I J  1 he t 1 1 . e ~ ~  t , l i ~  A~iIir 's ~ O I I ~ I ~ , ~ I . ~ I I I ( ! S O I I  ~ 3 , s  very light 
~ v i  u l e r  \v~:;I 1.. Tht! \V hole of it, \kT;ls c o ~  t~l-)l.!s~:tl in :I. coue-shal)ed bed- 
tlress, clot,lr sloeve-less co;~t>, a s~lver-lace belt, trousers of &kt, same 
maljeri:~.l as the coat,, and long boot,s. - - - - - - 

f A s  the rc.*itlcr \\.ill olscrve, t l ~ c  n~ic.icnt Irdliil~ll custo111 of d r c - i l l i l ~~  the is<ne of a 
q ~ ~ a r r c l  i n  singlc co~l l la t ,  n,llicli is so gral~l~ically portrnyctl by that 111ost fa~nous OL Persil~ll 
poet, F'irdntlsl, in his ~lilel bctwcbcn L{ilsLnm ant1 Zllrab (in the Slltih-Na'ma), still cxistr 
on the modcrn AfgllLn tioil of nncient ~ L I I ~  claanic l rLn. -Aut /~~r .  



Al: l~ou&rl~ the evening was mild and bl-iglit, tllt: temperature only 
stood at 41" I!. [Jpon my observing that llis voung grandson should 
dress more warmly, the Alnir answered tllat it ;lit1 n ~t do to coddle tlie 
borly, and that dne should liarden it in the days of one's youth. A 
mnrrior, surll as my grandson will undoubtedly be, should look with 
c o n t r ~ ~ ~ p t  on the luxuries of life, and a warrior should have a strong 
con~titut~ion.'' 

Amidst the throng of those collected before the windows of tlie 
terrace, my attention was attracted to a tall and handsome man with a n  
intelliyent expression of countenance. H e  appeared to  be under 30 
years of age. IYhen I enquired who he was, the Kdzi informed he was 
his " actor." I tlien Leca.me aware that the said " actor " performed a t  
tllr Ainir's court the same part as the jester of the age i n  Russia p rkr  
t o  Peter tlie Great's reign. At length my visit ended, and having taken 
mv leave of t,he Amir, I returned home. 

['llhe rest of this  chapter (three pages) is takcn up wit,h an accnnnt, of no  interest, 
nhont. 1-11.. Pav61~s lc i '~  visit to  an AfghSn family, one of t11e melnberv of mliich was sick 
eud in want of his professional advice.] 



C1-I APTICR T'I. 

Depavtlll.e of the R,~ssiall b l i ~ s i o n  from Afghl;nist6~~-T I . P I ~ : I ~ I I  :\.I: i\f:l%R'r.-i-Sllnrif nlniic--T~Ic 
Anlir receives tllc 1nc1nl)crs of t h e  Kussi:m Missioll for t l ~ c  Inst ti111e-Ilis i'ure\\.ell nf 
thcln-lllncss of tl lr  ~ m i r -  t l f y l ~ d n  doctors and native 1netlici11c~s-3ly s11r~c1-y-Ititlo 
o i ~ t  to  Tnltl~tapul- Ncn.:: frolil t h e  Ailglo-.%Fg!1511 tllcatre of rv:rr an11 fr0111 tllc iuterior 
of Afgl~i inis t~n---klo~)cless  coudition of tllc Amir-llis lavt mo~;lents. 

ON the 18th  (30t11) J2znual.y 1879, the  Anli~.  again invited the  mcm- 
bprs of tile 1tus~;i:ln ;l[issiou 10 go  and see bin?. After the us~rnl s:iluta- 
tiulls, he oace rnorr. led the coilversation up t o  the qnestion as to wl~s the r  he 
sllonld go t,o TBshl;and or not P And lle sce~ned more than ever irlc1incv-l 
to tlle idea t h a t  it moultl l)e best for him to  remain a t  hfazir-i-S11:liif. 
i\mringat the nurnO~r  of rcirsons whic.11 hr. alleged would 11r~veut his 
g c ) i . ~ ~ g ,  he  l ~ r o u ~ l ~ t  fo~.\vurci his b:ld lrg.  'I'his I again rxamin~t l ,  and iu it 
I ag,lin f:lilcd to trace any  :~ctnal  signs of disedse. The  t e ~ n p e r n t a ~ . ~ ,  
c0101l'r' and size were a11 normal, and the ferliilg in t h ~  limb \V;IS also 
unc.ll:ing~d. J, therefore, es111.essed the opinion tllat the A ~ n i r  c:ould 
travel in a palnncluin with great  convenie~lce, and t h a t  liis ],:ti nful 11.g 
\vo111~\ certainly not interfere with his jni11.n~ y. " hloroo\e~.," said I, " I 
could a t  T i s l~kand  cml)loy sncdh rclnetlies for the  t,rc:atment oE your leg 
which I have not a t  my disposal a t  ill:tz&r-i-Shnrif." 

'1'0 this  the Amir rq3lied t l l ~ t  his Lad leg was really not the chief 
callec which stood in the way of his juurney to  l'isl~kancl, but  circllm- 
stances of a tutslly difft>rcnt ch;t~.acter. 1iereul)on he clirectrd his Fii-st 
Secretary to I)~.ing ant1 to read out a letter which he had just roceivt~d 
from Rilul~ammaJ-Y nsuf-ICl~an at, l i anda l~ar .  

This letter was :~ccordingly brought and re31 out, and the conttbnts 
proved to  be very imporiant, for they convryed the  nen-s t ha t  the  Eng- 
lish had occupied Iiandahnr. This event was described in  the 1 6 t h  as 
follows :- 

" As your Highness is aware from m y  previous letter, I decided to  
refrain from making an  open attack on the enemy, but  on the  lo th  
Moharram my c o n t i n ~ e n t  of hursr, comprising 1,500 troopers, woeld not 
undergo further inaction, and so rushed to  the attack of a whole di\.ision 
of the English army. The J5n~ l i sh  forces consisted, as  stated in  m y  

4 previons letter, of 8 battalions of infantry, 2 regiments of c a v a l ~ . ~  and 
20 guns. 0 1  course, the issue of the  f i ~ h t  was very disastrous for my 
cavalry, who retired i~ two directions, czz., towards I<iLul and totvards 
lleriit,." 

" You see," said the Amir, turning to  General Razgbnoff, " how the  
English arc carrying out their promises. It is uscless to  speak of tile 
due obscrvnnce of the intlep~ndcncc of a country wllen one city after 
another of tha t  countxy p:isses inttr the enemy's hands. Were I to  set  
out  for Russia, the English would take advantage of my absence and 
mould gradually possess themselves of the whole of Afgh6nistin and 
then I should ge t  back nothing. No, the condition of my country is so 



Lad tha t  T c a n n d  leave it, ant1 I, therefore, ddfinitely refuse to go to 
Hussi:~ a t  sr1c.h a time.'' 

( ;tl~lel.i~l R . ~ z ~ i , n ~ f f  here t r i ,~d  to  asstlre the Amir th :~ t  his journey 
t o  Tiishknnd W O I I I ~  prove the  saving of him, as  he woul j  t hus  hatre tile 
o p p o r t ~ ~ n i t y  of conversinq freely wit11 Generill I<aiit'mann, \\rho could 
give him a definite answer, for  he was invested with plenary powers 
which General Razg6noff liad not. 

" As regards the  Amir-Sahib's dread tha t  the English will, in  his 
absence, possess themselves not only of H e r i t  bu t  of Afghin  l'urkistin, 
tbi*," retr~rned General lCazg6noR, " is easier said than  done." From 
Kandnhar t o  Herlit the  distance is 1,000 l ;ers/s (6G6+ niiles*), so that 
t he  occupation of the  latter city co111:l n,)t be eff2ctecI i n  a short 
time, whilst as regards Afghan  Turkis t jn ,  the  English cot113 not reach it 
unilclr two years." 

B u t  the Atnir remained of his original opinion, and he gave expres- 
sion t o  tlie dreacl t h a t  a rising would inevitably tnlie plsce in  A f g h i u  
'l ' t~rlii~tiin immediately t h e  English r e n c h ~ d  Herkt, and tha t  cianger 
mould then most certainly t l~reatell  liis family, and  that,  therefore, he 
could not go  and leave his own people to their fate. 

" Could I," he continued, " i n  case of danger send my family t o  any 
Russian town ?" 

T o  this  inquiry General Rnxg6noff anskverecl t ha t  tlie Amir m i ~ h t  
immediately despatch his fanlily to Kns~ia ,  and that, they would there 
~meccive tlle most large-llearted liuspitality. Here the  Alriir expressed 
tlic opiniun tliat his journey to  TAshliilnll would be possibld ohly in 
tlie event of General I(aut'u~atin s t i~t iouing at Shir-aLbdt a corps of 
0bserv:~t ion, consisting of 4 La tt;rlions. 

" For then," said lie, " I coul~l  be easy i n  nly mind as t o  the safety 
of my family, and I slioulil further be assured tllat the quiet of t l x  
country woulcl be preserved." 

W h ~ n  the  Amir n:~merl the nn!ril)er of bat t t l i on~  of \v11ich the pro- 
P ~ s ~ d  corps of oLserv:lt,ion s l l o ~ ~ l ~ l  l ~ i  composctl, t l i ~  CVazir sui(1 to  l~irn, 
ill Puslltu, t h a t  lie ouglit to  ilf~rn;tnd a 1 ~ r g : ~ r  nuull~er,  rir., 10 batt:llions. 

It is clear t h a t  General Razg6uoiT could not promise tha t  General 
Kaufmann woulil station any  such corps of ~Lservation, and so the Amir 
definitely drscided not  t o  KO to T ~ h l l l i ~ ~ l c I .  

The  matter may now be consirlererl sdttlrd," said Shir-Ali. " More- 
over it will not (lo for me to forgt~t (;enera1 Ii:~l i l 'rna~ln's  letter of tlie 2:3rd 
L)ecernb~r 1878 (4th January 1879), for, in ttlitt letter, he distinctly 
couliselle~l me t o  remuill here. I low then can I go to T:islil<ant~ ? And 

should I do if, on arrival a t  Tishl;nrid, Gcueral Knufmann were to 
s:ly t o  inc: 'why llave yo11 come h ~ r r  ; did I no t  write and tpll yo11 to 

3 Inore favour:~I,le time for corning T\'l~at could 1 nnswcr then ? 
\\'ith eyes coultl 1 gaze on God's world, il', on arrival at T;islikmld, 
1 were to be told : ' look a f t e r  your own afl;~irs. We can do nothing 
wllntever t o  help you!' There would then he only onp thing lcft f o r  
me t o  do, r i z . ,  to  put  ao end t o  myself I You must clearly see, there- 
f o r ~ ,  t ha t  I must remain llere." 

* Supposing the figured in the Russia:~ text to hecorrectly prilltcd, tliere is an error he% 
for t11~ actr:al dietancu is a little niore t l la~l  half tlmt nametl.- IV. E.  C f .  

t It is interestillg to notice that this  ie tlie plnce which the Russians have tried to in- 
duce the Imir of Bukllire to cede to tllum .- W. #. 8. 



General Razg6noff tr ied t o  explain t o  t,he Amir  how nnfollnded all h i s  
icleas were, b u t  in  vn.in. I n  vain too he quoted General  Ka,nfma,nn's mo.t1 
l.Pcent letter, in  mllicl~ he invitcd Shir-Ali t,o g o  t o  T;ishlca.nd, for tlie a.nsmclr 
was : " Not], i l lg need be s:i,i(l allout t l l n t  I IOW " T h e  Amir, howevcr, ndtletl 
tIlat he \vould (lesl~;l,t,ch at f r w h  mission t o  TLishliand comp.lsecl of four  of 
his highest offi(1ials. 1Te ful thor  i ~ l t ~ i n ~ a t e d  t h a t  he \\roultl 110 longer 
detain t,lle Russian Rlissioti, 2nd t h : ~ t  it m i g h t  leave wit11 h i s  0 ~ 1 1 .  

" l ju t  t t ~ c  Doctor-%\lib I will detilin," h e  said, i n  conclosion of his 
S1~F.eCli. I ,;lust, Ilon?ever, admit, tJllat t h e  llonour shown me by t,he A m i r  
did not  me : ~ t  all. I n  fact, b y  remilinin? 3t hlazir-i-SIisriE, I s h o ~ l l d  
be exp3sed to  a comfortless solitude wllich n l ~ g l l t  coritinile f o r  a n  inde- 
fi  n i  t,e period. 

" P\;\'l~y n m  I t o  remain here ? "  t h o 1 1 ~ h t  I. " T o  cure t h e  A m i r  of 
his ni]mellt ? " 1311t who then  will gn:irnntee t l lat  t h e  native habims 
will not set, the  Amir  ngainst, m e ?  This  niiglit t h ~  more  readily come 
a,I>ont, seeing t l lat  t h e  relations of Shir-Ali-I<li,in wi th  t h e  Russian 
Government 11;,11 now entered upon n very uncertain footing,  and  m i g h t ,  
a.t a,nv moment, tlircnt,en t.o hecome strninccl. W h e n  oncc? t h e  A m i r  had 
listened t o  his C ) I V I ~  m d i c a l  advi-ers, lie \ \ ~ o u l ~ l  refuse t.o receive m y  advice, 
and 1 should r;nd myself i n  a ridicnlnns 1,osition if not, worse. 

I, theref,)rc, a s l i ~ t l  General  KazgGuoff, in  t3he Amir's presence, whe- 
t l le~.  I n n s  7.0 rrni:lin in Afgh in i s t , i i~~  or n o t  ? 

Tlle G ? n r ~ ~ - a l  cvnlirmcd wha t  t h e  Amir had  said, a,nd arlded 
t h : ~ t  I nlnst stay-l.~i', l~ecansc Genel.:~l IC:iuf~nnun hntl directly orde1.ed 
t,hat T sliol~lcl do so in n lctt'er t o  lii!nsr~lf (Gclnnr:~l Rn.zg6noff) all:] also 
in his le t ter  t o  tlle address of tlie Anlir of t,lie 2Otll I)eccnil)er 1878 
(1st January  1S79) ; a.ntl spcnnllly t h a t  I should no t  remilin alone b u t  
wit11 Zaman.n- l3c,l;, and t'lln.t, t,llc~reForc, I nrouicl no t  be abso:utely alone. 

Of cor~rsc I could not; say n~l!'t.llillg furt l ier  a t  t h e  tirue, bu t  s~;ill 1 did  
altogether al~nntlon h o l ~ e  of pe~,suntling Gciler;~l R:i.zgcinoff t o  allow me 
to  Icave hIa.z:ir-i-SI~:~.rif wi th  tlie o ther  m e m l e r s  of t h e  A1issic:n. 

;\f e;~nnrliilc. t,hc~ dispnt es Lctween tlie Atilir and Ciencml linzK6noff 
were ~.cne\ved, so t,ll:~,t nu a u d i c ~ ~ o c ,  \vl~icll 1)rg:ln wi th  a very pI~asa , t i t  
conversntion, ~ln,ssetl t80 very a n g r y  sl~cccli, until a8t  l ~ t  t h e  assembly 
bec!arne n ro;;111:~r bnz:~ar, : ~ t  w h i c l ~  every one sp,)l<e at once. E a c h  
olle tric!il to  1);~\\.1 tlown his neiglibo~ir nr~tl to co111l1el hiln t,o listcu t,o 
\vl1:1t. lie had to S:IY. T h e  Amit., the  liii:iJ ancl t,lle Cl'nzir al l  spolie a t  
onco, so t ' h : ~ t  tlie I ~ I ~ C I . I ) I * C ~ ( ? ~ S  did l ~ o t  k n i ) w  t o  \vIiom they were t o  listen, 
311(1 SO, of C ~ I I I I ' S ~ ,   tho^ did liot, S I I C C P O ~ I  i n  i n t , e ~ . p ~ , ~ t , i n ~  uve,.yt,llinz wllicll 
e :~ch  of tllr sl)o:~l<rrs m i g l ~ t -  l i : ~ r ( *  said to (;cller;~l lt:lz$noff. As t80 con- 
vc.!,in;. t.o t I ~ e  i\lnir :I lid t,o his ofici;r.ls Cr~~)c!r:~l lt:lzK6n:)ff's n.nsWel.s, ni)t,llillg 
co111tl I)e s:~itl ; I I ~ ~ V : I I I - ; ~ !  wllcn I I ~  wa,s about t,o ol)ell his  ~nollt,li, tile 
on the  o11l)cisitc sitlrb let  flo\v :I pt.rfect t ,orrc~lt  of w,,rtls, :llld so the  i n t s . -  
pret,e19s \\rcBr~ ol)l i(vd t.0 c:r t - , c a l ~  t , l~cni ns it we1.e en / 'air.  Jll,l.eovcr, General T 
1<.nzgtinoff sa t  s ~ l c t i t  for t,hcl greater  port ion of t h c  t inicl, l i s t . e ~ ~ i n R  t o  his 
nc~ighlsonrs and nns\veri~ig thcm o111y with  tluml, smilcs, l)otll 
a,nd u~isensonnlrle. I conltl n( : t  help not itaing tllc silcljce of Sil.dSr 
Sllir-Ali-KhAn, t h e  Alnir's Ilrot.lier (? consill), w;is prespllt n,t tllese 
a8~~tlienccs.  I ilever once llcnrd h im rnisc his \roice or g(.t in tile least 
he:l,ted d u r i n g  t h e  controversy t h a t  ra,gc%d a r o u i ~ d  lliln. Whils t  t,he h7bzi 
shrieked outl wi th  hesitat,ina sl>,+xh, and  when even t h e  elc)quant Wozir 



got' (!hl)lied wit,h the flow of his own words, S i rd i r  Shir-hli-l<h&n very 
srldi)m p u t  in a word, but  when he did, his observ;ttions ware always to  
the o n .  His  majestic simplicity of manner and his open way of q e a l i -  
ins prrduveil an  agreeable cont.rast t,o the  I~ut te ry  utterances of the Ku',-k 
au:i t'o the  cr iugiug ddem~snour of the Wazir. 

At length the  audience came t o  an end, and the next day [19th 
(i i lst)  January] WAS fixed for the departure of t h e  Russian Mission. 

A short time af ter  the audience was over, the Wazir came t o  our quar- 
ters, b r ingingwi th  him the gif ts  wllich the .Amir had conferred ou the 
outgoilig members of the  Russian Mission. The,<e gifts took the form of 
K:rs hmi I* s hawls, and each l n e ~ n  ber received two, except Gelleral Razgbnoff, 
on whom were bestowed four. I11 adtlitiol~ to these the Anlir sent for 
i\I~le\rinski's ncceptalice the ancieut c:)ins for the possession of nvl~ich he 
hnd ql~arrelled with the Wazir. I did not receive anything (( beca.use," 
so said the CYazir, " the  Amir-Sfil~ib is qoing to krep t>he 1)octor-Sjhib, 
antl when he too leaves Afgll6nist,in, the Arnir will reward him for his 
tron!,le." 

The  same dny the d ~ p n r t i n g  r n e m h s  of the Ilissinn began to  greyare 
for t l l ~  ro;~d, anrl I m;zs once more s ~ ~ ~ n m o u e d  to  the Amil-, \rhom I found 
sei~tetl on a mn.tt ress ~)liace(l on some cn.rpets, and over the  whole 
a benrslii~l. Tilt: .-\mir ct:1nl)lainecl of a pain in the knee-pan and in 
t , l~c :~nl;le-joint. T11~ 1;itter a,l)pc:t.recl to I,e so~ne\vlla.t s\vc-ilien and i ts  
t~h!n p e r a t n r ~  \V:IS elialrtly 11ig11. Whilst I was c a r v i n g  o11t an ersmin- 
a; I ~ I I ~  of t.he Lad leg, the  Amir groaned loudly. 1 now saw eeuou~h t o  . *. 
r$ ,~ i s in ru  njr t ha t  Slriis-llli wns s o l f e r i ~ ~ q  from r l ~ ~ o m n t i s n ~  of tjhe ~o in t~s .  
1 rul)l,cd t l ~ e  all k l~- jo ln t ,  nrit.11 clll\)rl,t-orrn antl Landa.ged the leg with 
fl,tn~iel ant1 c,,tt, )n  wool. For i n t ~ r l ~ a l  use I pi.esuril)~d iI~~il1int: and opiuni, 
I )n t  a.3 soon as Shir-Ali became :imnre of the  nat'ure o f '  the lnedicir~e 
\vIlirh I I)roposecl to  give him, lie ref usecl to take it. Salysilic salts I conld 
not  givp thp ~ i ~ l i  nian :IS I llad 11:)ne wit11 ine. Soot], however, the pain 
('(4 LSCYI ar1(i the Amir oh t i l in ing  relief, I ri.to~.uetl to my quarters. Amidst 
: , I ]  tho bllstle an11 prep:xr;~tion for the  :-o:l(l oE t l ~ c  tlelx~rtilip 111enil)ers of 
t,Ile :\lissioti, 1 went al~ollt  like :l mall o11L of si,rts, for C;~~nel.;~l Rnzgbnof'f's 
dc1cisil)n to  leave me : ~ t  bI:~z,ir-i-S11;;riF h:l(l crrcatly cle1)r~sse11 I .  But 

7 
i t  w;ls ]low ~v i t l cn t  t1ln.t I ~ n ~ l s t  rt:~n:~in I~c:h~lul, f o r  t.lle h i n i r  really was 
i l l  nrltl 1 c,)nl , l  ]lot, 1c;xvc Ilim wit,!lllr~t rnr~rlic!:l,I :rid, evcn thoagh he r n i g ; ~ t  . . 
J I ; ~ v ~  lliln :I, \vhl,l\b cr.t)\\.'(l of loc:~I ~)~IJSI(:I:~:IS. 

11()  cl,ml,lpt,e tile liistory of 1 1 1 ~  \I.. ep, nly  l>~rson:~l  attendant (Cossaclc 
ol.t]erl ,.) " 1  1.y trus~wort;lljr7 llnlle.,t, 9 utl r l r ~ s c : ~ . v i  11;: nl;lu, nrnq nh011t tjn IWI, ve 
me. d ~ e  ljn(l ( \ ( , l i p  p n r l  service \vl ,~n L I I  ! ( I  It:ft I~iln I~ellinrl a t  Kabul rind 
\\rllell I llntl l)l:lcrd all my t l ~ i l i ~ s ,  c:l,nlp : ' I ~ I I ~ ~ I  lIl.e, :111d Ilorses tllcre uildcr 
lriS c~l:l,l.gr, nll,l 1 must s3.y t1i:l.t 1 1 t h  h:lrl Iiclpt ~vo~.v t  h i n ~  in the I)ost  of ortler.. 
A I ~  tlie mprn l ,p r s  of thC 1tussi:an S.1issi.111 11; l t l  r n i ~ t l ~  vc11.y Hi~ttcring 1.~1narl;s 
regarcling t,llu sc)licitllde arltl care \\.it11 \vJlic:li 11:ltI lookrfitl :~l't,~br ~ I I H  i n -  
terpsts of hig absent nlnster. C;c!ner:~l I{:~zgti!lo?tT too, in one of his lettel-s, 
h:itl rnritten him a \vliolt! tli::p!ll-:tgm of pralsc. rl'l~is was tlle 
kind of Innn I must allo\v t,o l.et,~.ll,n to 'I'ksl~k:rn(l at a time when llis 
services woulcl I,e the more ner~dl'ul ant1 v:~lr~al)le to me. And yet I must 
p r l n i t  him to go, as tile p2riod, for wlliell Ile had anqnged to  s r v e  me, 
had cxpire(l in the month of i l ugas t  ot' the P!.PV~OLIS y rs r  (1.37s) and all 
his cumlades had hecn to re!u~,u t,o t l~e i r  own homes on indefinite 



leave, He had t,hnr: co1llpleted his engtqernent and could expprt. his rc.lease. 
'1his dificulty honre\rer, be evzltled as  our  present expedition was 
considered to  be on a nrar-footing, and conseqaently comldetion of a period 
of service llad no significatiou, and yet  to detain him i n  A f ~ l ~ i n i s t i n  \ V O U ~ ~  

be llarsh measu1.e 011 my part. Writ11 the  submiseion to fa.t,e, which 
characterisps our glorious and honest soldipry, Inp 0lde1.1~ only besi tatinsly 
aslced mp if I would not aI]o\v him t,o go \\rith t.Le mern1)el.s of the R u s s ~ a n  
ll ission \\~llo were leaving AfghQnistin, " as I~ere," said he, " I a m  pining 
a,nd my heart lungs £01. my imtive-land.') I, of course, corlld not forcibly 
detnirl this excellent man, and so I gave him a fully caparisoned horha, 
a little money, aud allowed him t o  g o ;  but  1 repeat wilh sincere regret. 

O n  the morlii~lg of the 19th  (31st) J an l~a ry ,  the ~ l e l ~ ~ r t ~ i t ~ g  me~nbers  of 
the l tussia~l  Mission nrere quite ready to  set out and o ~ l l y  awaited the 
l~ermiseion of tlie Amir  to do so. Soon t,hcre came the  \3:azir and Ghu- 
l:im-liaidar-K\lin, t,he Amir's Aide-de-Camp, ~ v i t h  iln illvitation for the 
n~ernl~ers  of the Jiission to  g o  and take leave of h im .  And so all of us, 
whctller going or st:lj.ing, went olf in  marelling ki t  to see the Anlir. 

Shir-Ali nras 1j.ing on a, mattress in t l ~ e  room mllereitl lit? had usually 
given axtliences to  the n1ern1)el.s of the Russian l\.lissi(~n. 1 3 ~   IS side were 
two native pIljsici;~ns. 0 1 l e  of t,l~ern was the ~ l i l i n n d - ~ ~ l l i l ) ,  ~vhorn I 
1;uew ; the other man I (lid nt,t r~cogtlise.  The  latter lield tllc Amir'e 
leg, \\~hicli was  n . r ap~ed  in muslin, over a copper l)nsin, wliilst the Ak l~und  
1;ol)t pourinx iced-wasf er ovrr tile w~- : lppcd- l~ l~  limb. On m y  asking the 
Ari~ir ivhv he \\us Leiug so tre;it,ed, he told nle t h t  all had been done 
with Lhe kitlruild's i jd~ice,  for some hours past, mid tbnt now his leg was 
no longer pamining him. 

1 advised tlie A ~ n i r  to Le as cnut,il:us a,s 1)ossil)le mith the use of iced- 
\vatel-, o l ~ s e r v i n ~  tha t  a too free a.l)l)lic.ation of this n~ethotl  of treatment 
n~ igh t intensi Fy the  tlise;~sc~, e \  ell thougli i t  a p p a ~ . e ~ ~  tly n.lid tetnpora,rily 
sc~:~r~ed  to 1esse11 it .  " I \vould \v~l l iu~: ' ly  give 111) t , l~e  fonier~tatiutrs of icetl- 
water," ausweretl t<lle An~ii. ,  " i f  t,llis nlr~tllod of t . t .e ;~t~n~ent  could be re- 

' > >  placcd by another, wliicll woultl do a s  rn~1c.11 t;o I -~ l i ev r  the pain. 
1 proposed cer.t(~in ot,lle~- ~.e~ueflies,  b u t  t l t ~  Anlir impat.iet~tly refused 

tlrcrtl d l ,  s a ~ i n g  that, he felt. y ~ ~ i t e  liinlsc lF :~gaili. 
111 t:lking farewell of tile menr\.)ers of t lie Lbussian Mission, the  Amir 

esl~-t!swPd tlie liope thilt thcy wonl(l gc~t safely back to l'dshkantl. EIe 
thcri conimuuicat,ed thr  n:irrics of the At'gl~rin nlc1nbc1.s of the Jlission 
tha t  was t,o go  t,o l':ishli:~ nil wit  11 our o\vn.  Tllis J4ission was cotn- 
~los',d of three p w s o ~ ~ s ,  ,t;iz., S1rrl;ir Shir-A1 i-I<lirin, t l l ~  lllnir's co~isin ; 
\\-azir Shzill-&~luh:ttnmnd- [\;hi n (h l i  nist,er for  lqorei c.11 Aff ;I irs) ; h:([zi , I - i .  UTitll t l l c~n  \V:I.S also to go the r l m r  s former envoy, 
JlIirz;~-M u b a r n m a d - l - l a s s n l ~ - ~ b ~ n .  

" I 1)cg tha t  m y  envoys m:ly I)e tr~lst,c.tl as I nlould bc myself, and 
believe tlrat wllatcvcr t,llpy may nay is ~ ( ~ o s l  to mllat I should say my- 
self," observed the Amir. 

When Gencral ltazgcinoff aslied \\rho would be the senior member of 
the Afghfin hIission, he received the fullowi~lg ansnrer : " All n;ill be 
of equal r:~nli, bu t  t,he Kcizi will cnrry on negotiations mith Cfenel-al 
1 i :~ufmann throngh Mr. Malevinski." 

Thus the  Rdzi was de f i c to  made the first member of tjlle Mission, and 
this could not be altogether agreen1)le f u r  the other members, especially 
for the kf'azir aud Shir-Ali-Khkn. 



Then t,nrning t o  Genera.1 R:lzgcinoff, the $mir said :- 
" Communicate to  General K a ~ ~ f r n a n n  the  expression of my sym- 

pa thy  with Russia and tha t  from her alkbne do I await  as5istance. Yorl 
kllorv the  prrsei~h condition of Afghiinistin as well ns I do rny~elf,  and 
thel.r is nothirrg hid from you. For  the s;~l:e of Russia's frirndsllil), 
1 h:~vt! broke11 up my sovei-eignty. I give i n t o  her hands the  ke\  s of 
In t l i :~  ; i t  dvpends on herselE ivl~et~her she will take thpln or not. ' Let  
t l l ~  Russiau Ts6r look on m y  kingdom as on a, portic)u of tllc Russian 
Einpire, for I rcg;lrd the Great  l i~ lss ian  Emperor as 112y sole pl*ot,ect(lr. 
It will be we11 both for Afghinis t6n ancl f o l -  Russia, hersell. The dls- 
intc~grat~ion of Afghiinistiin would be a calamity for Russia, and now, if 
Russia slioiild refnse me her assistance, my ho~ronr  will suffer . . . . . . > I  

General Razg61loff then asBecl the Anlir the follotving 
amonqst others,-Wonlcl he send one of the  members of his Mission to 
St,. P e t ~ r s l ~ u r g  i f  General I<anfmann should deem i t  espedient ? 

" If it is II~C~PSS;.RI.Y to send any  t o  St. P ~ t e r s h n r ~ ,  then send all," 
nnswered the A ~ n i r .  " It would be well, h o ~ v e ~ e r ,  hel'ore any of nly 
elivoya s h o ~ i l ~ l  go to S t .  Pe te rs lurg  t h a t  a corps of observatiori should 
be scnt to  Siiir-6I)icl." 

General lI,zz:,r6n,df coulrl not give any kind of definite answer to this 
opinion, arlcl therefore the  question as to  the despatch of :illy of the 
members'of the Afghan Mission t o  S t .  Petorsburi~ rcinainecl unseitletl. 

O n  learning t l i ;~ t  Z ; i rnaa~i - l j~k  \vas to remain at Bi1;izir-i-Sl~arif and 
s c ~ i n g  tli;lt he mas very depressed by t l l ~  ci~.cumstance, the  Arnir becan 
t o  comfort him, and t o  beg that he wonld no t  give t o  en, ,r l i ,  saying 
t h : ~ t  he \vol~ltl clo all in liis power t o  amuse those meln bers of the l i u ~ s i i ~ n  
31 ission who ~.emninecl behind. 

'I'lre antlience a t  l e i ~ g t h  came t o  an  end and f he Afehin  envoys 
n 7 p r ~  E\~rnisI i~d wit11 a letter of credit a d t l r e s ~ ~ d  to  General Raufmann 

r 1 tllr Arnir. 111e Eollowi~~g wele i ts contents :- 
'' Soon after m y  arrival a t  hlaziir-i-Sharif, I received your thl-ee 

fsitlnti 11 letters, dntcd respectively 8th, 13th and 17th AInhai.r;~rr~ (20th, 2:;rtl 
and :?.lth December 1878, O.S.).-X I have ~)etuse(l  tiicse ant1 have untler- 
stood theil. meaning. The  agr~ealoleexprcssions cont:~inecl in youl. letter of 

t he  '17th d I ~ ~ l l n r ~ - a m  deliglltetl the heavrn of my \vislles,nnd the fra5r:lnce 
of tlie Irnlte~.ial favours of H i s  Mnjc s tv  t l ~ e  T>Ar, a1id also the  r1cns11-e to 
have a joyful meeting with yon st , r t lngt l~e~~ct l  m y  irltcrltion of visiting 
Rnssia. I Ira(\ made tip my m i i ~ d  t o  sprerlily set out, nntl nftcr confcr- 
r l n w  wit11 tlie ellvoy of the r ~ n o \ r r ~ c d  ( ;ov r~nrne l~ t ,  I infol*n~ecl I1 is 

9 
&lnlesty tlie Amir of Bulill61.a of nry illtention ; Lnt hy the Ilivinc Will 
I became suddenly ill, and tiow I om availing rn.vscllf of the ntlvice of 
the Russian doctoi. and of m y  own physic.ians. This circumstance has 
llindered my continuing my jol~rncy to Russia. 

"As  tin,* is passing away, I 11ave given permission for your M i ~ s i o n  
to depart ancl am cl~spa telling, wit 11 all baste, to Tiishkand the r ~ p r c w n l  ;I- 

tivcs and Ministers of this  God-granted G o t e r ~ ~ r n c r ~ t ,  r iz . ,  my c~msin, 
Sird6r Shir-Ali-Kliin, S116h-RInhamn1ad-Kl16n :tntl h d r i  Abtlul-Khdir, 

will, without delay, represent to you 1)y word of mouth the 
--- - 

* ' l ' l l i s  lcttcr docs n o t  appear in the " 1)iplomatic c.oirespoildr~lce " betac~ii Gcnc r n l  
] inllfl) . : lnn rintl the Amir Sllir-Ali-Kllrin. 1, tl~erelbi.~, reyrod~ice 111e English text of it 
t3Lril f r o ~ n  the " Correspondence p r r ~ s d e d  l o  both liortsea of Pur l ta t~ jmt  (enclosure 
SO 60, No. I)."-Author. 



condition of aflairs in this land, aud wlio will recall to you tha t  pn.ssnge 
ill yo111. letter in wllical1 you convryetl to  me the :tssurance ttll:it HIS 
Inlpe1,ia,l i\4a j e ~ t ~ y  tlie Tsir ,  11aving denla ndcd of the British (;ovcrnmelit 
a ~ ' e c o ~ n i t i ~ n  of the intlepentlence of Afgli5nisti~i, the  B r i ~ i s h  RIIinisters 

? 
11:rtl glver~ His Amhassatlor i n  London a n  assurance tha t  they would 
ilot interfere with the indepenclence of rn!. country. 

" But  the I~ngl i sh ,  in spite of this  agreement and assurancr, have 
aclvanced from Slllr-6bAd to  Jal6lkbid and  from Pishin t o  I<andal~zr, 
an account of which events the ~.epresent,ati ves of this C; mi-granted 
(;overnment will give you in detail. I hope tha t  you will receive a.s 
t,rue all tliat my RIinisters will relate to yon t,oucliing the affairs of tl.lis 
God-granted Government,, and t h a t  you will permit t,hem to  depa.rt wit 11- 
out any clel:iV, after they have satisfactorily performed tlie dn ty  entrusted 
to theln. h e  it l;no\vn to  you thxt  I a m  very satisfied with tlie good 
Lphaviour of General liazg6noff and of his colleagues. Ancl certaiuly 
the General is a conscientious and able ol%cer of the renowned Govern- 
me11 t alltl a ~vell-wisl~er of our God-granted Government ." 

When we left the  presence of the Amir, the weather was vely wintry 
and the suow lay in tliick fldies, covering tlie earth n ~ i t h  a deep 1a.yer. 
Tllu Afghin  envoys were in no 1va.y discoacerted by the  bad weather, but, 
on the contrary, according to  their notions, a fall of snow previous t o  
s(:tiitig mit, on their journey, was a good ornen. Neither did the  I)ntl 
wezl,ther dismay the meml~ers  of the Rusfiian Mission, but  i t  rather seemed 
t,o t l ie~n t o  be bea.utifu1, for they were all possessed of the strong (1esii.e 
to ge t  as quickly as  possible out of Afgli6nist:in which llad so pn.lletl or1 

)) them " as, to usr General R:~zgbnoft"s exl?ressiou, " t o  have stucb i n  
tlieir tliroats." But, t o  myself and t o  Znmn.an-Bek this  da,y seemed to  
be t.ruly t.erril)le, not because the 1)ossibility threatened 11s of 11nving 
to m:ilie our own 1va.y through snow aud rain, bu t  beca,use we had tile 
prospect of being sheltered from either by having t o  remain for a l o n g  
time at IIa,zCir-i-Sharif in a l~ented utjtnospllere. I go thmmlgl~ with 
ecinanimity all the ups and dowlls of life, but .I acknowledge tha t  at t l ~ i s  
rr~ornent 1 felt m!-sclf t,o be very ulifortunate. 

" 130 not grieve, %i~na;ln-HeI<," si,itl General R(nzg6noff t o  him as he sa.t 
wit11 clo\v~lca,st hratl nea,r t,llc? stove, " for vou will not  1in.ve t.o re~nain  1i~r(t  
long. I give you my word blixt,, irnlncdi:~t,el\. I reach 115slilia.~~d, tilt? f i ~ y t  
th ioc  I will request General 1C:nufm:l~nn to d;) \\rill be t,o s c + ~ l l l  for you." 

But Z:l.m;~:in- l k k  p;~id 1111 :]I  tr'11t.io11 t,o n'lint t , l i ~  (;erie~*;~l I1:r.d s;fi(l, 
and g i ~ ~ e ~ l  in an :~ , l )~ t?n t  way i n  t.o t , l~p V C I ~ Y  ~ o n t . 1 ~ ~  of t , l l f ~  (111~1  y l i re  pl;~c*c-,. 
I l c  I1:1tl entj!l~l ~c*;~~.cvbly :~11yt l i i n q  t , h ~  d:tjr I~ef'ore, ;I r l t l  he atcb nr , t  hi n 2  
t,ll;~t t h y ;  :1.11d t , h o ~ ~ g h  I di(l not, frcbl i n  i1.t ; i l l  good sl,irit,s myst!lf!, I tl-iarl 
bo tlivcrt him witlh j~llit!s, declirl.ing tha t  i f  hc: clitl not e;r,t his tli1111~l. 
t11;1t day ; hc wollltl Iia,ve t,o t:l,kt! scvr?r:~~l closes of ql~iuille on the mor- 
row, s i ~ ~ c c  he ~vor~lcl c:ert,a.i~lly g(!t a.rr n,t,t.a.ck of fclver. 

Al, l ~ n g t ~ l l  the prep:1,1-:1t ions For the ~.o:r.d, the loalding of the pac~k- 
a . n i ~ t ~ n l s ,  tlntl a l l  the  sllo~llinl;. tll:it, w;ls ] ,ossil~I~ came to a.n end. TIle 
Ilolas(*~ were ~iltltlled and i i~ l~ , :~ . t . i rn t , l~  ~ ) : ~ \ ~ e r l  the g r m n d  a,s they waiter] j.(,r 
r I .  'I'hcn (irne~.n 1 Rt:~zghnl ,ff ;i.~itl the other melnbers of' t,he 
lt~lsxian hlissiori ~hooli  11s 1)y t,11~1 l i n ~ ~ d  k,r the lzlgt. t imr, wishad 11s rvc!l.y- 
tlli l l g  that  \va. good, : L I I ~  1 1 a v i 1 ~ ~  mounted their horses, slowly tilrll 0 1 1  t 
i n  :I, long thin 11ne from the preclrlct~ of our quarters. Zsmaau-Bek vrld 
I were now tilone. 



A t  first the conversation between us did not g e t  on very well, for 
gloomy t huughts ~vould arise in  the  mind of either speaker; but  after a 
t imc we came to  the  decision tha t  we would not sit w i t l~ in  the four 
wnlls of our qunlters as  n-e all had t o  do when General Razg6noff was 
h ~ r e ,  bu t  tha t  we would either walk or ride frnm time t o  time about 
the  city subur l ;~ .  General Stolaitoff's sgstern, which had beer1 kept up  
b y  his successor, of heing afraid t o  take a single step beyond the walls 
of' our mnd-built qlladrilatersl, we considered t o  l ~ e  a t  an  end for ever, 
and we further resolved t o  take the first opportunity of riding to 
Takhtapul or B6lkli. 

The  Amir did not  ask to see me either t h a t  day or the next, and so 
the idea, which had occurred t o  me, t h a t  I should have to  play th? part 
of Court Physician without a patient, was evidently beginning to be 
realised. 

But with each succeedin,a day there came to  me, in ever increasing 
numbers, patients of all kinds, and so I gave up the whole morning of 
each day to  the care of the sick. 

T h e  number of those who came t o  me was so large as to give very 
ample material for a compilation of a work on local medical gpography. 
Both  medical advice and medicines were given by me grabin, but  I had a 
very good camp dispensary. I f  the reader wishes t o  become acquainted 
wit11 the nature of the diseases of those who were amongst my patients, 
let him come wit11 me to  one of my morning receptions. 

(Dr. Yavo'rslii here enters into a descriptior~ of the various diseases, which he treated, 
dnrinp his stay at Maztir-i-SI~arif T l ~ e  followirig are colnprised in his list :-fever with 
enlarged liver and spleen, rapid consumption, venereal of the worst form, ophthaluria and 
various eye-diseases, &c., &c.) 

(Text rexumed.) 

O n  the  occasion of one of these receptions, there came to  me a case 
which merited especial attention. It was that of a boy, aged 10, whose 
lace was so disfigured by luplis tha t  i t  was painful to look a t  it. 
Zamaan-Bek, who always accompanied me in my exsrnination of the sick 
could not look on this  boy, and  so he in te r rog~ted  him with averted 
lead. And certainly the  boy's courltenance presented a terrible sight. 

(Here follozu some repulsizv details.) 

(Teat resumed.) 

T did for the suffercr all that I coultl. 
Sivk women too began to appear amongst my patients. 
Knowing how jealously natives guard their harem and their wives 

from the gaze of strangers, and especially of Europeans, and being aware 
too of their extreme suspicion and fanaticism In this respect, and on the 
other hand having in view the results of the Don-Juan conduct of the 
first English visitors to Afghfinistiio, a t  the head of whom was the famous 
Rnrnes-results which led t o  the first catastrophe tha t  befell the English a t  
Kiilul,-I made my reception of sick women subject to such conditionc, 
that i n  the minds of the natives there could not arise even the shadow of 
suspicion o r  accusation against either their women or myself. I, 
therefore, usually examined the women patients in the presence of the 
Afghan orderly of the day. And in such cases where i t  waa necessary 



to examine certain other parts of their bodies, I invited the  l~a t~ ien t  
to a tent pitched i n  the edntre of the  court-yard. W i t h  the p t i e n t  and  
myself weIlt her relative, whether husband, father or  brother, a s  also 
~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ a d - l > i ~ - E ; h a n ,  who was in  attendance on us  an? the  Afghan 
orderly of the day. I n  this  way I avoided crowding, whilst t h e  parti- 
cular relative could have no feeling towards me 11ut t ha t  of gratitudr. 
In course of time the  number of women who came t o  me considerably 
increased. The greater portion of them had external ailments, such as 
blotches of varioub I~indb, and not a few were d i k i n g  from indarnmation 
of the  eyes.* Soine of these women were very prt.t1ty. 

I should here observe tha t  I did not  meet with in  Xfghbn Turliistgn 
a case of goitre or  of $la/ ilz itterli~~et~.sis, of which the  first form 
is bo l"evalentin the province of Fa rgh ina  (former I ih ina te  of I< holtand) 

01 which the becond form is so widely di,stributed throughout  
l i ~ + ~ i a n  'I'urkist&n and the mountain ranges in  the neighbourhood of 
SLlnurl;and. Of Illa/l./rau (a kind of leproby, elr,phatt/hta.tis nrabtivtt ?) 
I did uot even hear, but  of the so-called " Sdr t  plague )' (a sort  of 
guiuea-worm) I had a good nuillher of cases.? 1 ery early i n  the  
morning of the 21st January (*2nd February)-it was not  6 o'clock- 
a mebsrnger came to  me irom the Amir to say tha t  his master desired 
t o  s?e md. 

I immediately drrssed and accompanied by the usual escort of 
Afghin infantry and Ly Zamuan-Hek, I weut off to  the  Amir's residence. 

I found Shir-Ali half-dressrd with his Lad leg  uncovered and  
smeared over with some 1~-eparation lv11ich llis native physicians said was 
c'omposed of white of egg  and rose leaves. 'the A ~ n i r  com1)laineri of 
pain in the k~lee-pan whence the irritation exte1idc.d downwards i c  the  
direction of the lwincipal uerves and  aiterirs to  the very tips of the  
ties. IIe also comp1:~bed of intelise cold in t h ~  bad leg, which he said felt 
benumbed. I11 conspclucnce of the great pain, the Arili~. was iu a cold 
l)e~sl)iration ~vllicll was ~*unn ing  down his face and nc3cB. After the lcg 
11ad Leen cleansed of the 131 el~i~rat ion nl~ove i ~ l d i c a t ~ d ,  I esanlined it, whell 
it  prekented tilt: following alq~earance. The  colour of the h1ci11 was 
whitish and the leg seemed to be bloodless, whil5t the calf was slightly 
s \vol l~n.  To the touch thc  leg up t,v the 1~1lce 11~a.s a h  cold :ts ice, hut : ~ I J O V C  
i t  Ilre tempernture was normal. I tried to detect a l)ulsatio~l ill t he  
n~.trt.~/r ilorscrlis pcdi., or in  the nr fo ia  li6lalis potficn, in tire place n.llrre 
i t  pw5es over tlie :~nkle-lone, but in vain. 111 liltc maurrer 1 failed to 
detect any 1)ulsatio~i in tlie arleria popl~lcra. Bu t  when, for the salie of 
coml)uison, I felt the same parts of t h o  Amir's rigllt or souud leg, I 
could feel a lmlse ~)crfectly well. 

And so an exarni~lnt~ioli of the diseased Icg induced m to  diagncIre 
local stoppage of the arteries. B u t  then the quest,ion arose a s  to the 
c:luLe of such sto].page? 1 carefully interroglted the A m i r  as to  
wllether his bad leg had a t  any time been injured, bu t  1 received a n  
allswcr in the nrg.ttire. I then made up  my mind tllnt the  st.opl)age 

* From thc tilnc tllnt 1 l t ~ ~ > i l t  tlmt t l ~ c  I I P I I S ~ S  of the nativcs llnd no outlet for tile 
emokc, I w:lq no loilfi.er s~lrpriwd nt lnreti~ig wit11 so nlaily rnscs of i 1 1 f l : ~ m ~ ~ ~ t i o ~  of the eyes. 
In tllc ryc infirmnry :~ttacl~etl to tho KRZBII University, the grcatrl- 11rl111ber of those sufler- 
illg frolu iuHa11l1nnlio11 of tllc eyes, ryelitls, nlrtl iuucous menlbranc col l~e frolll the bauka of 
the  Vola:r, wl~crc the same dcfwtive trrctllocl of 11catin~ lrouses ~ , r c v ~ ~ i / s . - A ~ ( h ~ ~ .  

t The four nnmcd forlnn of dibease are cornulon s1011g the beuks of the Sir-Daria aud 
of the Amu-Dari.8.-Author. 



of the circulation must  procped either from a severe pinch or from a 
blood clot, alld I was the more inclined to thitlk the I;ltter, but of wila+, 
character was th i s  c lot?  'l'o this question I could not :&t th r  time find 
a n y  answer. 1 very well rernemI)eretl, however, oue case i n  has- 
pi tal pl.nctice at, tfhe! in filernar,v of tlie xaz j l l  Ullivercity (l,l-esideci 
by the late ProE~issor Nicholski) where, for several days, a patierlt no 
I ) U ~ S ~  either iu tllc ratl id or hurneral arteries of the 1t.f t arm, and thnt  
nsvc~rtheless circulation was ultima+ely restored. In tllis case tile 
canse of the  stoppage was niecllauical, r i z . ,  a violent ]jruise on t h e  
shoulders. Pn)fessor Nieholslii erpl;iined this  case in  the  following 
manner. The  mechanical ia  jury t o  t,he sl~oulcler caused 2 rupt,ul.e of tile 
inner memi)rat~ce of the  artery, and it consuq~~ent ly  got  stopp.d up. 
R u t  in  this  case there esisted collateral cil'culation which showed that,  
though the  arm was much colder t han  the r ight  or healthy one, yet  its 
temperature was above t h a t  of i ts central part. 

Ru t  in the case of tlie Amir's leg, tlle lirnb was eviclently without 
collateral circnl;ttion, fllr i t  was very cold, and lle complaiuecl of grtbat 
pitin in  the knee-pan. 1 carefully fel t  the part, bu t  I could detect 
nothing, and here 1 rrpeat t h a t  the Amir cateqorically denied tha t  any 
mechanical injury had been received, and  so i t  woultl be difiicult for me to 
diagnose either a pinch o r  a ruplure as t he  causc: of the stoppage 
of the  inner rnein1)rsne of t h e  artery below thrs knee. It was more likely 
then t h a t  I had to  deal with an artery, of which bot,h the main chanl~el 
and  i t s  branches were stopped up. Such a diagnosis was extremely 
discjuietirlg; I mill say more, i t  was harrowing and llopel~lss ! 

It mas now necessnrp for nle to clecidt! another question, whrn did 
the  s toppir~g 11p of the  a r t e r , ~  occur? 'l'be lac$ time I had seen the 
Amir, was on t h ~  1 y t l l  (:3Otli) Ji~nllary, on tha t  date tlwre was no appear- 
ance gf a stoppage. O n  the  contrary, the  only symptoms were those of 
rheumatic snf f~r ing .  And  so tlie stoppace must have occurred between 
the l h t h  (:$Otl~) J:tnunry ancl 21ht January (2nd Iqebruary). n ' l l : ~ t  

t hen mas the iriimedii~te cause of tlie stoppage ? And what llucl brouglit 
nbo~l t  this  terrible complication in the  di-:ease? 13ut a l l  tliese wcre 
q u ~ s t i o n s  1vhic11 I could not :&nswrr, e x c ~ p t  it1 the  form of a mere surmisc. 
And ct~nsecl~irntlv all t h a t  I could do  with the  diseased l i r~ lb  was to  
induce surface cil.caulwtion. I ,  therefore, l ightly rubbed the skin over 
~vi t ,h  s p i r ~ t  of Terntrirc and thrn  wrnpl~erl the leg in cotton-wool. 
Aftper this treatment the  Amir said tha t  tlie leg harl again begun to get  
WiL1.m) but th:lt t,he great pain l~ r~ low the knee still continued. It IVUS 

now necessary t o  have recourse to n:~rcc,t,ics, bu t  here there took p1ac.e a 
misnnderstnntling bet,ween the Ar~iir. slid myself. M'llen I offered Iiiln 
mc-,rplli:t po\vders and he became aware of tlrc fact, he a t  once rrfused 
t o  take them and those standit15 around, including his native pliysiciaus, 
all joined in B C ~ I O ~ I I S  in exPress i l i~  the same opin~on.  

6 c  ~ l o r p l , i ; ~  " said the A ~ n i r ,  " 1s a l i d  and d ry"  remedy, and  as m y  
t ~ m p ~ r a ~ n e n t  is also "hot  and dry," it would be very bad for me to  take 
" morphia." 

Here i t  wolild seem t o  be apposite t o  acquaint the  reader with the 
present state of native medical science in Central Asia. 

I t  should be ohserved tha t  the Afgh6ns) likeall Central Asiatics, in  
their  notions OF cosmogony adhere to  the doctrine of metaphysics, a ~ i d  
they hold tlrat there are Eour operating forces, air., heat, cold, dryness 





one. Anrl tjhr ramp th ing  must  he said of t h a t  o r p n i s m  in which dry 
an -1 hot thlt:ment,s prep~nclerat~e. Accorcling, theti, as the ele- 
~ n e n t ~ s  are  di*trit)uted in  a n  organism, mill there exist they say a predis- 
posit,ion or otherwise to  diseases of various kinds. Thus, for exalnple 
" a clry ancl a rdent  man" will be the  first to  suffer from the action of forces 
of a l i ke  nature t o  his own, i. e., f rom heat sncl dryness rather thall from 
t . h o ~ e  O E  a n  oppobite kind. 011 the  other hand, for  such an  organism 
cold and humidity can ac t  only in a beneficial manner. 

S o  reason the  A f g h i n  and the physicians of Central Asia generally. 
They accortlingly divide all medicines into 4 categories : hot, dry, cold, 
ant1 humid. Alorphia, they say, is a t  once a " dry " and a " hot )' re- 
medy. And in tlie placing of this d rug  in  this  classification of t,he native 
ptl:~rmncy, one cannot bu t  rtcltnit there is g9od reason, for  i t  is knotvn 
how morphia acts on the  intestines. B u t  to  place quinine in  the 
snme category, appears t o  be a purely arbitrary proceeding. Anct, 
tliereforc, in  ct,nseyuenc.c of the 2 prio1.i recognition of the heating pro- 
perties in  certain drugs, Afgliin dolators w i l l  not s i r e  either 1notpbia 
or (lu nine in t)ut.ning fevers nor in cases where there ~ s i n t e r n a l  infln1mma- 
tion. J n  interrnrttent fevers t h r y  will, ho\vevei-, administer quinine. 
'I'his (1 I-ng is very wc.11 known Ilirougllor~t 11 l'gliinislin, for sometimes a 
m:in, in;tratl of  ~ i v i n ( 7  esplanntions as  t o  the naLu1.e of his illness, tvill 

3 
at once i~sk  lor " Irunrin."* J lu sk  is also hrld to  be a " heatingJ' d r ~ l ? ,  
a n  1 to a cer t ,~ln df1grc.e tliis is cornprcbensille. I~ :~sa t ivos  are c a l l ~ d  
'< C,,I$I (l:11111) ') treat rne~it, a ~ i d  here ag'lin ~t is coml)rc~hensil)le to  a cer t ,~ in  
extent \vhy they are so called. B ~ i t  i t  is ;~ l t . o~ t~ t l i e r  un in~el l i~ i l , l e  why, 
\illen watLr is held to l)e s " cold-ddmp " r e ~ n d y ,  ice sh  lultl I)e classed 
;LS a " tlry " n ~ i d  " hot  " one ! Lluqsii~n or 1)liick ttla is classed as"  dry and 
ll,,t," but g ~ . e t ~ ~ l  tea imported from India  is r i ~ c o ~ ~ i i s e t l  as  "cold and 
d;xrnp.-'t Silnil'lr contradictions occur tllroug1iout t h~ c~assifjcation of the 
native p h : ~ ~ . r n ~ ~ c y .  

'1'111s t l le~i  \VRS tlie renson why the h m i r  r e f u s ~ d  to tnktt mol.pllia. The 
pame reasoli no clllul~t inducer1 lliln to t l~cl ine to  have h ~ s  leg rul,Led wit11 
ice inslead oC bcinq wetted wit11 ice water. 

h:ls hot  antl dry )' properties, antl tlie A mir's organism is '' hot 
dry." Prgo to  r l i l~ his leg twit11 ice m n s t  I)c b , r~~r~l ' r~ l .  

Th;it, same tl.ry L was s e ~ ~ t  for 1)y tlle ~ l i n i r  four tlifferrhnt tirncs, a,nd 
on the last occasion : ~ t  1% O'CIOCI~  a t  niglit. I thrbn ; ~ g ; l i n  c ;~ r . e fu l l~  ex;Lln- 
irlpCl thP I ) ;L~I  I P ~ ,  antl 1 a t  the same timc cornp:~,t.~tl i t  \v i l  h tlip he;tltl~y one. 

Whilst, I m;rs thus  engagetl, the n:~tive 1 1 1 1 ~  ~ ~ C ~ ; L I I S  :~s-ured n ~ e  with 
a n  ironical srnile t h i ~ t  t l ~ i s  leq was  pcrfclctly 11~ ,1 l t l i ! ,  : I I I ~  t l l ~ t  tliere \V;LS 

"0 occasion to look a t  or examine it .  I, of course, (lid not Fail to enligllten 
i l l e m  as to m y  o1,ject in examiniug tlie sound I t h ( r  e.' 1)11t t l i c j  cont inr~ed to 
laugh a t  me. 'l'liey were heartily joined in their rilx~ldry hy tliose stand- 
ing around, as, for instance, by the L,rri,ral, the Amir's neplicrv, and 
others. I then gave them to understand tha t  their mi~stcr's ~l luess  was 
very serious, and tha t  their jocularity was out of pli~t't! ; 1)ut all in v:~in. 
It was evident tha t  the local doctors, instigated by the adherents of ~ l l e  
Amir, had resolved to keep me away from him. 

-- 
Quinine is imported into AfghBnistBn from Intlia, and it i~ soltl in large qrl:~ntities, 

bnt, unfortunatelg, it is very expol~sive and, moreover, very bat1 e l ~ d  i~np~lre, for it is 
highly atlu1ter~ted.-Arrfhor. 

t Perhnps this tea ie so classed, because it l~ae  laxative propertiee. -Author. 



Scarcely a.ny of the remedies tha t  I recommended on this  occasion 
were accepted by him, and I was dismissed, as  the  phrase is, without 
anything. 

The ]]ext day I waited in vain for a inessnge from the Amir, and I did 
not see llirn for the two following days. Meanwhile the  " Steward of thc  
Housellold," i\fuh~mmarl-Din-Kllgu, who had charge of tllc quartc~l.s 
in  wllicl~ I lived, and who was entrusted by the Amir with all  the  

of our " mud palace," went every morning and evening t o  
the Amir's rpsiclence to  make his report and to  pay his respects. After 
olle of bis vi:;its, Jfuhamlliad-Din-Kl16i1 informed me tha t  the  Afglla1t 
cloctors had succeecled in effecting some improvement in the progress of 
the Amir's illness. I did not  know whether t o  believe him or not, Lilt 
more cletailed information I did not possess. 

B d n y  weary of a useless detention within four malls in a vain 
expectat,~on of being summoned by the Amii; I resolved t o  take a short  
walk throu!;h the city and its suburbs. Accordingly on the  24th January 
(5th Febrnnry) I sent A4uhamma~l-Din-I(hin to  the Amir  to ask \vliether 
1 miwlit tnLa a short ride tllrough the environs of the  city. I n  answer 

'1 
t o  tlli.; rc-quest, the Amir sent 111s Aicle-de-Camp to  accompany me. 

'l'lie weatller during the previous two days had been beautiful, and  
there was no t r .~ce  of either snow or mud. Zamaan-Bek accornyanied 
mp, and we had an  escort of six Cossacks, bu t  no A f g h j n  horsemen were 
of the  party. 

On passir~g out of the courtyard, I took a westerly direction, telling 
the  Aide-de-camp, who was with me, t h a t  I intended t o  ride t o  
Takhtapul. 

It took us a quarter of an hour t o  ride through the  ci ty  of Mazk- i -  
Sharif, and, after passing outside its limits, our route lay through plough- 
ed fields, crosscd in every direction by irrigation canals of various dimen- 
sions. I11 some places these fields were sown with \\linter crops of wheat, 
of which were mpiclly l~ccoming green under thc  influence of t he  warm 
and animating rays of the sun. Bu t  the canals did not contain a single 
drop of water, for i t  was still too early t o  carry out irrigation worlis. 

Tow:~rtl.; the west,, and on bhe horizon straiglit i n  f ront  of us  were 
mnsscs of g:1rdcns, and thc wliite lines of what 1ool;ed like vast buildings. 
Soon, lio\vever, \Ire could distinguish two largo villages. One of these, 
wliicll cstcrltlcd in s l ong  dark line, almost up t o  thc  foot of the  moun- 
t:~ius, is c:illctl S hir-Ab;icl. In this locality the mountains recede and give 
p l n c ~  to a vast bare snrfnce wit,h an alriiost meridional dircction. Tlie 
villngc to  the ~uiglit of Shir-Abrid, and a t  a distance of 4 versts (23 miles) 
from it, is 'l'akht:ipnl. 

IIcrc the ACghins say stands the  strongest for t  i n  the  whole of 
AFgl~6n-rl'urkistan, and licre lies t he  point whence the  natives of tho 
colm try can 1x3 hvld in subjection. Botli S hir-A b i d  and T a k h t a p l  
are about 8 I ' P I ' S ~ B  (5,; ~niles) from Mazjr-i-Sh:~1.if, At one vej-si ( 3  
mile) i a  the l'ttkht:~p111 direction rises s detached hill encircled by s 
doullle row of walls with a castle on the top. This, the former citadel 
of Sllir-~l)$(l ,  is now thrown down and is half in ruins. 

As we gradually clrew ncar to  Taklitapul, i ts  walls and bastions 
stoocl o a t  more clcsrly, and one could count the number of towcrs the 
for t  contirictl. 111 shape thc fort is a regular square, each fncc being 
turned towards thc four main points of t l ~ e  cornpass. The length oi' 



the southern wall, to  which we drew near, is approximately f mile, the 
height of the malls being from 21 to 28 feet. There are altogether on this 
face of the fort 11 towers, including the bastions a t  the corners. The 
towers rise about 104 feet above the walls which are castellated. Both 
the walls and the towers are loopholed. The corner bastions stand well 
out, so that  all the walls which they command can be enfiladed flSom 
them. From an embrasure there projected the dark muzzle of a gun. 

On  reaching the walls of the fort, I made as though I would turn 
my horse's head ; but the Amir's Aide-de-camp politely invited me t o  
enter, and so we passed through and emerged a t  the eastern gate, 
whence we returned to Mazir-i-Sharif. The gateways are in the 
centre of each face, and they are protected by a low rampart and ditch, 
which was quite dry. The gates were wide open, and there was not 
a single sentry a t  them, so that  anybody could enter or leave the fort 
as he pleased. The malls of the fort are of beaten clay, and are from 14 
to  21 feet thick. 

The interior of the fort is not attractive, for almost the whole of 
its area is covered with yurta-shaped clay huts. These are for the 
soldiers who were standing about in large numbers, both singly and in 
groups. With open mouths and with evident curiosity they looked a t  us. 
I examined their countenances with attention, expecting to meet wibh 
some expression of enmity ; but I read in all only curiosity mixed with 
astonishment. Even a dirtily-clad dervish was so taken aback as to turn 
up the whites of his large eyes, and in his attempts Ito smile displayed 
his beautifully white teeth, and then stretched out his hands for alms. 

I n  the centre of the fort, and apart from the huts, there rose up a 
very large but unpretentious mosque, unadorned by chiefly eatables, 
the traditional tiles. Here, too, there mas a small bazaar, in which 
chiefly eatables were being sold. 

Here, too, there mere a number of soldiers, some of whom I recognised 
as former pntients. They loudly called out their greetings to the 
" Doct,or-Siihib," their countenances lighting up with s broad grin. 
The loquacious Aide-de-camp informed me that there were 30 guns 
mounted on the walls of the fort, and that the present garrison consisted 
of 8 battalions of infantry. The water-supply is received from canals 
diverted from the Balkh river and from wells. There is too a small 
pond inside the fort. 

On issuing from the east gate of the fort, we struck a level and wide 
road leading to BIaziir-i-Sharif. This is the post road that runs from 
BAlkh, whereas the one me had traversed an hour before on our 
way to Takhtapul is only a cross road. 3Iaziir-i-Sharif, which lies in a 
slight hollow, now appeared before us as though i t  were on the ~ a l m  of 
t h i  hand. 

The descent from Takhtn~ul  to Mazjr-i-Sha,rif, although not great, 
is still very per~ept~ible. 'iwo shapely minarets wit,h ;herald-ireen 
cupolas rise in a picture~qlle manner above the dark mass of peaceful 
gardens. The ride from Taklrtapul to Maziir-i-Sharif took us just 
about one hour. 

At  10 o'clock on the 25th January (6th February) the Akhund came 
t o  ask my advice as to what he sllould do to the Amir's bad leg. 

" The Amir-Sihib," said he, " for three whole days has not closed his 
eyes on account of the pain in his leg,-a pain which has not ceased for 



a moment, notwithstanding that we have used every remedy to allar 
it. 1 have given him, amongst other thinge, opium and the juice of the 
poppy seed, but without the wished-for result. Will not the Doctor- 
Sahib, therefore, recommend something both for the pain in the leg, and 
also that the Amir-Sahib may get some sleep?" 

I answered the Akhund that I would never refuse t o  give all the  
aid I could, and that I would now do whatever I was able; but tha t  
without being present I could give no advice, the more so as I had not  
seen the sick m;Ln for four successive days. 

The Akhund then got  up, saying that he would repeat our conver- 
sation to the Amir, ana with this he left me. 

Some minutes afterwards Ghulim-Haidar-IChQn, the Amir's messen- 
ger, came for me ; and as soon as I had provided myself with the neces- 
sary medical appliances, I immediately set off to see the sick man. 

On entering the precincts of his residence, I saw the Lltindh and 
several ot,hcrs of the Amir's adherents assembled in the first room on 
the left,. The room in wliich the Alnir was lying mas very dark, so 
that \\.hen I had p;lssed the  tlireshold of the door I could not see a t  a11 
where I was going,  and so I stood still. The Amir, perceiving my 
dificulty, rai4c.d his volce, and I then proceeded towards the spot whence 
the sonnd came, aucl so reaclled his bedside. He was prol~l~c?cl u p  by 
pillonrs and the arms of his attendants ; and his face bore the marks of 
great suffering. His eyes were encircled by dark rings, and dimly 
shone from under his beetlcl brows. His face was bathed in perspir- 
ation, and he g~.oaned hoal.sc1y. 

Inviting me t o  sit l ~ s i t l e  him, he told me horn badly lie had felt, 
for some Jays p:ist. T l ~ e  terrible pain ~ ~ h i c l l  seemed to arise " from 
tlie rcrltlin: of 111s bo11cs \\'itll a cold s ~ \ v "  had been almost insupport- 
able dur in i  the previous night. Hc h:ld not closed his eyes fromA tlln 
21st to the 25th January (0. S.), nor had he been insensible t,o 
what had passed during the whole of that time. And therefore the 
first request wl~icli he addressed to me was that I would give him some- 
thing tbat \\rould cause him to sleep. 

I asked the Amir to ~ l l o w  me to look a t  his leg, which was a t  
the time smeared over with some sort of yellow ointment. After I 
had removed this coating, i t  seemed to me that it was apparently in 
the same condition as when I examined i t  on the 2 l s t  January (2nd 
February). But the lighting of the room mas so bad that  I could not 
see a t  all the slight discoloratiol~ of the skin that  was going on.* The 
Amir took m y  11and in his and tried to put it on the spot where he 
said he felt tlie greatest pain. 

But 1 coulcl not perceive anything more than that  the tendons and 
muscle were drawn out like tighten~cl cords on both sides of the knee- 
pan. I n  thc knce-pan itself I failed* t o  detect any pulse in  the a ~ t e r t a  
poplitpa,.  - - 

It was evirlcnt that tlle leg was in the zgony, v e r ~ i n g  between life 
ant1 death, and t.liat the issue towards the latter was w~t~hout  doubt. I n  
order to  lrsser~ tlie pain, I sprinkled over the locality of the disease Btb 
grain of morldiia, and 1 a t  the same time qnve the Anlir a good close of 
cliloral-hydrate. After some time hacl elapsed, I r~pcatetl the dow, and 

a Here rome werrisome detail0 are omitted.- W. 6. Q. 



af te r  his leg had been rubbed over with spirit of camphor and mrapppd 
tip in  tla,nnel, the Amir fell asleep. 

I n  ahout tliree hours' t ime I mas atgain summoned to  the Amir. He 
then told me tha t  immediately after I had left  llis room, he had awo!;e and 
t h a t  the pain had returned. H e  complained tha t  this pain was terrific, and 
he groaned loudly. Agreeably t o  tlhe wish which he expressed, I removed 
the  bincling. I then  perceived t h a t  cert,ain changes had occurred in  the 
colouring of the  skin. I n  the upper par t  of the  leg there were faint 
indications of lateral and  zig-zag strealrs of a dark purple colour. Below 
these the  skin mas as  cold as ice, bn t  above them amgain the temperature 
was somewhat higher than  i n  the  corresponding part  of the  healthy leg. 
It mas evident t h a t  t he  line of demarcation had b ~ g n n  t o  show itself, 
and  t h a t  the  gangrene had received its limits. It was evident, too, that  
the case had become a bad one. B u t  now there also appeared a t  least 
the  hope tha t  the progress of the  disease wonld be localised, and yet  in  
any  case the  consolation mas for me but  a' poor one. 

The  Amir then  called out  t o  me, and said, '( Doctor-Sihib," the 
Akhund and m y  other physicians advise me to  have leeches put  on, what 
do you SBY t o  tilis ?" 

I answered t h a t  i n  my opinion the  t ime had gone bye for applying 
leeches, and tha t  I now thought  them perfectly useless. 

" But  you yourself advised me t o  have them applied up t o  the 21st 
January (2nd February)," interrupted the Amir. 

I answered : " Then such a simple operation had meaning, but  now 
I quc~ t~ ion  i t s  benefit." 

(' What  then is the harm of them, would they intensify the disease ?" 

again inquired t h ~  Amir. 
'' No," mas my reply. 
" Then let the lt.ecl1~1s be applied," said the  Amir. 
T h ~ y  thereuplln summoned a woman, tlle features of whose face in- . . 

dicated n 'Sntar origin. She  was without the usual veil, and her age 
npp~arerl  to  be over 40. H e r  bare feet made no sound on t h e  felt car- 
pets, and, as  she approached the Amir, she made a low s a l ~ ~ a m .  She then 
took from the  pocket of her " Beshmet " a handkerchief, and in the cor- 
ner  of this  were tied u p  the  leeches. These she slowly and deliberately 
took out, inquiring where they were t o  be placed, and then after rubbing 
the  leg over with sour cream, and ut ter ing some kind of exorcism, she 
proceeded t o  apply theleeches one after the  other. Bu t  the leeches 
mere capricious and mould not suck. Half a n  hour went by and not one 
of them had extracted a single drop of blood, the  woman then drew the 
attention of those standing h y  t o  the amulet (a leathern scent-bag which 
wn9 suspended to  the  Amir's bad leg, and remarked " this amulet will not 
allow the  leeches to  draw." 

The  amulet was st once cu t  off, and still i t  mas a long time before 
t h e  leeches drew even a little blood. Some of them were t l ~ e n  removed 
and pl;xced below the line of demarcation, but not one of them wolild 
draw even then. 

Oecepied as I was in looking on a t  thi.; prorcdnm, I sat, mot,ionlrss 
for  t t r ~  w\lole hours. A t  length 1 f r l t  c l i~ :~g~-eo;~ l l ly  cold and a pain 
down t,he rigllt side of my body, aud so n ~ k t : ~ l  thtb L \ ~ n i ~ . ' s  pe~.lnission 
to  ge t  up nlld about ; but  to do so for a long t i i ~ i ~  W:LS) o f  cotirse, 



inconvenie:lt, 2nd T therefore again resumed my seat. 1 (lid not fail t o  
advise tile Arnir to  change his room for a more convenient one, bu t  I re- 
ceivecl the answer " All the buildings in  this country are on the  same 
pisll, and there is not a better room than  tlris." 

On my retilrning to  I I , ~  own quarters, I considered i t  necessary to  
illvite the Akhund and certain of the  Amir's adherents t o  como t o  me, 
for the time had arrived for me to  th iuk  of my own position, inasmuch 
as an unf:l\rouralle issue of the Amir's illness was very probable. It 
was necessary, therefore, t ha t  I should ~ a o r c l  myself f rom possible, al- ? 
tllough vain, I-eproaclies. I n  case of a fatal  termination of the  Amir's 
illness, the  populace might  make me out t o  be a t  fault. Afghins are 
fanatical, ancl Afghin  doctors would not hesitate to  remove froin their 
own sbouiders the responsibility attendin5 a fatal  termination t o  t he  
illllcss c,f one under their charge. Thereiore, in order to  secure myself 
frl~rn dm~gt)r,  I resolved to  convene a t  my quarters sometllinq of t h e  
n:iturc of :L cousultation a t  which both the Aini~s's native physicians and  
lris ncbnrest rt.lat,ions should attend. A c c u r d i ~ ~ g l ~ ,  t h a t  evening tlrere 
\\'PUP asse~nl~lod a t  my quarters the L41illund, Ghul,im-Haitlar-J<116n, 
the LninAL's brother, i\Iullamnlad-Shall-Khdn. and certain other of the  
Amir's aclhrrcnts. 1 tlien ~ t r a i ~ h t w : ~ ~  aslied the L-llih~ncl \vh:lt IIP 
t l ~ o u ~ l l t  ahout t l ~ e  Amir's illness i' I firt,lier invited l l i n~  to  erprrss his 
real d e x s  on the subject. I n  answer to  my cluestiun, he asl;etl me to  
hand him his own meciical w o ~  k, which I llad ; k t  the  time, and he evident- 
ly wished to  read me out s whole chi\pter out of native paillolog-y. Ru t  
I asked lliln t o  give mc his personal views. He-tlien repliccl that ,  in  his 
opinion, the A~ni r ' s  illness arose f ~ w m  the fact tha t  lris 1)lood was 
too a11undant ancl hratctl, and tha t  i t  AoiJ thus de.ccctided b,y fhc. Ihrce 
of jtw ,*~y~erubu?~datrce atrd heat i l l l o  Ihe leg, which /1(111! 1 h z 1 ~  ~ C C O I I ? ~  

;hi/ze(i ! 
It  was evident t h a t  t he  worthy Coiirt Pliysician of H i s  I1 iyhness 

hnd not tlle very slightest notion as t o  the cha~.act,er of his mnstcr's 
illnf~ss. I therefore ende~voured to explain to  h i n ~  the  natllre of the 
progress of the disease, a l ~ d  I tjhrn put to him the two following qoes- 
tions: (1) Would a cure be effected or n o t ?  ancl ( 2 )  if ;1 cure were to be 
effected, would i t  be easy or the reverse ? 

'l'lie Akhund replied tha t  he considered t h a t  :he illness admitted of 
a n  easy cure and he continued. 

" I hope" (Insh'AZlah) "in two or three (lays t n  perfcdlv cure the 
Amir-Siihib." 

After this  I gave my own opinion of t l i t h  ( l iqrnsp,  2nd J eaplainc~d t o  
all present tha t  the diseased leg might  bc co~~qitl(lrrd as  lost to tile :lmir, 
and tha t  serious clanger even threatened his l,fe. 

''Leave the matter to  me," interrupted t11n Alrliund, nor] yon will 
see the Amir-Sihib quite well again," 

A g : i i n s t  such a bare-faced piece of sclr-opinion i t  \\ras dific.lllt t o  
advance, and so, af ter  inviting those present to  licep tllr fnrt (,[ 011s con- 
sllltation, and, above all, my opinion a secret from the A mir, I gave them 
l ~ a v e  to  d(1part. 

I mas no longer i n  doubt t ha t  I sllollld set the proof of tlie 
saying " i n  another man's banquet thcrc will bc heatlaclle llext morn- 
ing." " we will see," thought I, "how i t  will all 



The next day I had a strong paroxysm of fever, and I therefore did 
not go to the Amir. The following days, and up to  the 30th January 
(1 l'.h February), although I was quite well, I still did not visit the Amir, 
as I was not invited to do so. I n  the meantime the Akhund came to 
me several times, and communicated mith evident satisfaction that tile 
Amir mas better; and he informed me that  the Amir's bad leg had been 
smeared over with the blood of a recently slaughtered goat, and had then 
been covered with the entrails of the animal. 

Meanwhile, too, the follo~ving r u m o u r i  reached me. Several days 
before Yakiib-Khin sent a letter to Sirdir  Faiz-Muhammad-1<hdn, the 
Oficer Commanding the troops in the ClrqAclr- V i l a p t ,  containing an 
order not to permit his father, the Amir Shir-Ali-Khan, to go to Wussia. 
I f  the troops there stationed allowed Shir-Ali to quit AfghBnistgn, 
Yak6b-Khiin threatened t o  take his revenge on their families 
they had left at KAbul. On receipt of this letter, Sirdar Faiz-Mullam- 
mad-KhAn read i t  out a t  a meeting of his officers, and asked them what 
he was to do ? 

" You are our Chief," said they, " as you decide, so we will do.,' 
Whereupon the Sirdir  remarked that  to-day he was tlleir Chief, but 

tha t  to-morrow i t  might very well happen that they mould not listen to 
him, and would refuse to carry out his orders ; he, therefore, might be 
placed in  a very awkward position, and this he did not a t  all fancy. 

Then those whom he had assembled decided not to act in a hurry, and 
to think the matter well out. Paiz-Muhammad-KhCn a t  the same time 
ordered Yakiib-Khin's letter t o  be read to the troops quartered 
throughout Afghin-TurkistCn, and he also sent a copy to every Afghin 
S i rdk .  I n  this letter the detention of Shir-Ali in AfghLnistin mas 
explained by the consideration that  "as yet there is no real need of 
foreign assistance, since the Amir has still a t  his disposal many troops.f 
Moreover, he, Yaklib-Khiin, did not desire tha t  people should say of 
his father tha t  he was afraid of the approach of the English, and that he 
was a coward and had run away." 

All these rurnouss appeared to me t o  he very strange. Why .should 
Yak&b-Kh6n have beguu to oppose his father's g o i n g  t o  Russia when he 
had hilnself agreed to his p i n g .  That he hail given his consent was 
evident from the aclclress which Shir-Ali hacl recelved from the various 
popular assem ],lies and elders,-an address which bore the signature and 
seals of many Sirdirn and army lealers, as well as of Yalrlib-Khin him- 
self. This address empowered the Amir t o  go to Rnssia, and to personally, 
and on behalf of the At'ghiin people, beseech the " White Tsar " to defend 
Afghinistin against England. Now it would seem that  this very Yakiih- 
KhSn was using every endeavour to hinder his father's going. What 
did this mean ? 

The following alternatives, perEorce, snggested themselves : eithnr the 
address and tlla rignatt~res and seals tllereun were forgeries, or Yaklib- 
KhBn I d ,  in his father's ahgence, succeeded in corning to terms mith the 
Eng1isil, and had conseqoently now begun to act under their instigation ? 

-- 

* These rumours were current before tlie departure of the Ku~sian Mission from ~ f ~ h r i n -  
ietdn; but then no one paid any attention to them. Now, however, they were corroborated 
by fresh and very truskworthy information.-Aftlhor. 

t There were at this time s t  KQhul in the Chahdr-Tildyal  and st Hertit .46 battalione 
of infentry, eeveral regiment0 of cavalry, and 100 gunr . -~uth~r .  



He was acting in llis father's interests, but who knows 
what lay hid under the inask of this good action? Of course Yakhb- 
Kllin could not forget tha t  he had been released by his fatller, thanks 
only to exceptional circuinstances. " Rut we shall see," said I, " in  com- 
pletion of my reflections." 

The following news was received from the theatre of war. Some days 
after the departure of the Amir and of our mission from Kbbul, the 
Englisll cavalry had approached within 15 vcrrlr (10 miles) of tha t  city. 
At tlris point there was an h f g h i n  picket of 50 infantry soldiers. These 
the English disarmed and carried 08 as prisoners to their maill body. 

I t  now became authoritatively known that the Momands had not 
erased to give assistance to the Euglish even after Yalihb-Khan's release. 
But, generally speaking, there was a break in the military opewtioas. 

In Afghinistin herself and in her very centre-Kohi~tin-disorder 
had broken out. At the time when the Anlir was still a t  TLsh-Kurgin, 
news had been received of a revolt of the mountain tribes Fvithin the 
region bounded on the west Ey Haibak and Koh-i-Mard and on tlle east by 
Indarbhid. I n  this neighlourhood lies the Iihost valley, and in i t  is an 
Afghbn fort, which was then occupied by 300 Afghins. 

The people of Khost, j.oined by those oE lndarabad and Panj-Shir, took 
counsel together, and, havlng surrounded the fort, threatened to starve out 
its garrison if they did not surrender. 

The Afghins, perceiving that  resistance was useless, resolved to 
surrender ; but on their i s su~ng  out from their fort, they were robbed of 
everything. The fort was then occupied by the insurgents, who declared 
that they mould not recopise Shir- Ali-Khin as their sovereign. O n  
receipt of this news, whilst he was a t  Tbsh-KurgAn, Shir-Ali despatched 
to the locality two coml~anies of soldiers, and when he reached Mazir-i- 
Sharif, he sent off another company, and a t  the same time directed the 
Governor of Bidakhshin to send two more coinl~anies from amonget his 
troops. He  further entrusted the management of the affair to the  
ruler of Kunduz. At  the l~articular tiine of which I speak nothing 
was known of subsequent events in this part of the country. 

Some days before the dat,e of which I am nonr writing a trading cara- 
van, " moving from Kabul towards the Clraha'r- 7F7l~lynt,'~ was attacked 
by 1-obljers on tlie Icara-Icotal Pass. The force, however, a t  the disposal 
of' the people with the caravan n7as so considerable that the robbers were 
beaten off with loss. But two of the men with the caravan were Billed. 
There mere many wounded on both sides, and amongst them was the 
Cnrar.nrt-Rdshi. Two or three days after\v:~rds the caravan reached 
Mazkr-i-Shnrif in safety, and the robbers after their failure descended 
into thc valley of the Gori river, and plundered the village of Baldur. 
A body of Afgllan cavalry went in pursuit, and 13 men were seized ; but 
nine of those were recognised as not belonging to the robber band, and the 
two ot'hors were blown away froin guns at MazBr-i-Sharif. Thus had 
the times of 13urnes returned to AfghLnistan. Three days later on the 
A fgh in  troops a t  MnzLr-i-Sharif were very nearly shedding each otllers 
blood. The quarrel arose in  the following manner. The Lt~i,tdh, henr- 
ing tllat a game oE hazard was being played by the Her i t  cavalry 
soldiers, sent a party of infantry wiCh orders to stop it. When, 
however, the infantry soldiers came and delivered the order entrusted t o  



them, the cavalry men would not obey it. On the infantry men insisting, 
they were seized, disarmed, and severely beaten. Those who were thus 
treated, then went and told their comrades of the indignity which had 
been put upon them, whereupon the rest of the infantry immediately 
seized their firearms and declared they would take their reven,qe. As 
soon as the  issue of the affair had been reported to the Luinib, he went 
and brought the matter to a peaceful issue. 

On  the 30th January (1 l t h  February) the Akhund again came to 
me. On my enquiring as to the state of the Amir's illness, he answered: 
" It is nothing, for, thanks be to  God, the Amfr-Stihib is now free from 
that  violent pain which he used to suffer; the leg is not now painful, 
but it emits a bad smell." 

"The Amir-Sihib," he continued, "begs that  the Doctor-SiLib will 
go and see him immediately." 

As soon as I reached the Amir's room, I was immediately struck with 
that  peculiar penetrating smell which indicates the nearness of decaying 
flesh. The Amir was now lying on the bedstead which had been provided 
for him as I had s u g ~ e s t e d  on the 25th January (6th February). He mas 
groaning deeply, wliilst his breathing was hoarse, loud, and uneven. 

The number of respirations amounted to 36 a minute, and hoarse 
gurglings were audible in the  chest. The pulse was very strong and 
rapid, reaching 100 beats a minute. The temperature of the bodp was not 
excessive. The face was bathed in perspiration, The Amir co~nplained 
of exceeding lassitude and weakness, arising from want of sleep and the 
absence of appetite. 

I then again examined his leg, and the sight was truly awful ! From 
the knee down to the sole of the foot the colour of the leg was a dark- 
green. I n  certain places the skin had peeled off and the flesh had begun 
t o  decompose and to emit tha t  strong odour of decay which had struck 
me as I entered the Amir's residence. Further examination shewed 
that  the  entire leg was dead. The limit of decay tvas marked by a line 
of a purplish-red colour.* 

As I was carrying out my examination, the Amii* put the question 
to me : " Will the disease be cured or not ?" And he demanded a decided 
answer to his question. Now it was apparent tha t  the leg must, of course, 
i,e considered to  be irrevocably lost to the Amir. Nor was this all, for 
now even his life was in great danger, since blood-poisoning might easily 
en.ttc ; and once this liad set in, the Amir's days were numbered. It is 
clear then that, through simple humanity, I could not give the Amir a 
decided answer to his question. However hard may he the nature of a, 

man,  nrld however prepared he may be through the process oll long 
suiffc.ring to face an  afllicting event, still, in the case of Sliir-Ali, any 
rern;lrk of mine that  death was very near would have been a grievous 
blow. I therefore said tha t  of late the disease had very much developed, 
but that I could not give an answer one way or the other. 

(' What do your own physicians think about it 1" I enquired of the 
Amir. 

'' We will not speak of them," answered Shir-Ali with wa,rrnt,l~, " for 
they have shewn themselves to be ignorant fools. I have been already 

. . - - - - - - - 

Solne repulsive detnilr have been omitted, but enough has been translated to sliow the 
hopeleee nature of Shir-Ali'o laat illnee8.- W. E. 8. 



sufficicmtly in that  I have listened to their advice rlntlil now. 
I-Ienceforth I will obey you alone, and I will carry out scrupulously all 
yonr advice and arrangements. Aly house is yours. Dispose of all my 
belongings as you think proper. And all my adherents and my l ~ l ~ y s i c i i l ~ ~ s  

) ' 
you can ernploy as you would your own assistants and hospital assistant i. 

l' Poor Amir ! Thou h:~s:, arrived a t  such a decision a little too late, 
for humanity does not know the science of restorin5 life to that  which 
is alreadg dead ! " Brlt what was now my own position? I would not 
have desired any such for any mortal. 

Now my immediate task was to check the further progress of deciiy 
on the one hand and to strengthen the Amir's organism on the other. 
Having some disinfecting ointment, and having administered 
to the Amir some internal recuperative remedies, I returned to  my own 
quarters. Here I again summoned the Akhund and certain of the 
Arnir's ndlierents, and having once more explained to  them the state of 
the Amir's illness, I said tllat European doctors i n  such cases some- 
times resort to amputation of the diseased limb. 

" 1.V hat do you say to this ?" I asked them. 
" No, in this case such a method cannot be resorted to," was the unani- 

mous reply of the assem bled officials. " We also," continued the Akhund, 
" have recourse to the arnplltation of a diseased limb, but i n  this par- 
ticular case such an operation cannot be performed, because the patient 
is our sovereign and not an  ordinary mortal. A sovereign cannot be 
sulject,ed to an  operation of this liind. I f  it be Allah's will, H e  mill 
cure the Atnir-Sahib without any operation ; but if He, i n  His wisdom, 
decides that  the Amir-Sihib shall die, then let His will be done !" I 
pnqsed allnost the ~vhole day a t  the bedside of the sick Amir, whom I 
recomrntsnded t o  take a little wiue. The Amir then ordered to  be 
Lrougl~t from his cellar several bottles of what he called "port-wine." 

" This port-wine, which is seven years old, khub ast," said Shir-Ali, 
praising t11c mine. 

1 tasted if, and found it to be nothing nut of the way, but when I 
renchd my quarters I felt very unwell. Suspecting that  I might have 
been poisoned by the native doctors, an event which might  very easily 
hnlqwn", I took an emetic. This caused me to  vomit, and then my 
misgivings were a t  an end. About an hour afterwards the Amir sent 
me :L large 1)ottlr of tlie satno wine, but it remained untoucl~ed up t o  the 
very t ime of my leaving llazi5r-i-Shnrif. 

My last visit on this date to Shir-Ali took place at 12 o'clock a t  
nigllt. On this occasion he constantly put his hand to his stomach, 
saying that  " they were cutting his belly with knives." This condition 
w:ts from what. he 1.old me prodllced l ~ y  the very wine which I had tasted, 
and oC which he l ~ s d  drnuh two glasses. I gave him a strong emetic, 
and then, after i t  had taken effect, an  opiate. 1'110 Alnir then obtained 
relief. I t  was n, rrrnal.li;~ble circumstance that on this occasion I could 
not ol)tain n singlti dl-op of milk.+ 
-- - - - - - - -- 

* \\'hen I b(sg.rn to lrchnt t l ~ c  Anlir nt 1':ish-1iur~.a11, 11e warned mc to bc very careful in  
t l ~ c  ~nattrr of n1y food 211d tlrir~k lry w l ~ o ~ ~ ~ s o c v e r  offe~,rd. On the preeent occasion tile 
Alni~. lli~nsrlf 11311 offcr~vl me tllr nvinc, bnt he was iu and could not be responBible if any- 
thing 11ncI been rui~rd n it l i  it.-Artfhor. 

t 'l'llie R ~ O V ,  aq rol~ttr-d 1 ) ~  Dr. Yavcirski, ~.eads much Inore likc an nttcmpt to poison tile 
Amir tl~arl himbelf .  - 71'. A', G. 



To-day Zamaan-Bek accompanied me, when I paid my last visit to 
the  Amir, and he went armed with a revolver, and I too was armed . . . . but only with a syringe. 

The rest of that  night  I passed a t  my writing table in drawing up a 
report to  be sent t o  Tishkand. When I lay down to rest, it was 6 o'clock 
and day was breaking. According to  the news which I had received the 
previous day, the answer that  was sent t o  Yak6b-Khtin by the troops was 
t o  the following effect : "As a t  the present time the Amir-SShib is very 
ill, he could not, if he wished, go to Russia; under these circumstances 
any mention of detaining him a t  Mazk-i-Sharif is out of place." 

On the 1st  (13th) February, there came t o  me a messenger Prom the 
Bek of Shir-Xbid brinring me a long letter from his master. With i t  
the  Bek sent two boxes of sweetmeats containing varicus kinds of sugared 
nuts. These comfits were so delicious that  they would have done credit 
to any confectioner rather than t o  such an insignificant little town as 
S hir-Abid. 

Some hours afterwards, and on the  same date, they handed me a 
letter from the  envoy of the Amir of Bukhira, who was accredited to 
the Court of the Lzczna'6. 

Ishin-Khwiija-for that  was the  Envoy's name-in his letter to me 
said : " An unbroken chain of friendship connects the hearts oE both the 
neighbouring peoples, Russian and Bukhiran." H e  then went on t o  say 
that  any Bukhiran would be very glad to  meet a Russian, wherever he 
might be. He further informed me that  he had been to Tishliand, and 
that  he knew many of the Russian officials there, and had rnany acquaint- 
ances in  that city. " I mould be very glad," he continued, " if I could 
see you and personally express to you those good wishes which I carry in 
my heart." 

Of course I gave Ishiin-Khwija's messenger an answer to the effect 
that I was ready t o  see the envoy of the Amir of Bukhiira, and Zamaan- 
Bek* also wrote him a short letter in  my name. 

That  day the Amir felt stifficiently well to converse for a long time 
both with me and with the officials surrounding his bed. 

[The next few lines are devoted to  the narration of the purport of some of the 
Amir's rrmarks on the ~ltbject of foreign politics, and as they are not of an inkrestir~g 
character, thcy have not been translated.] 

(Text resumed.) 

The Amir gave me various information, as, for instance, of the content 
of the last post mllich he had received from his envoys en ~ o v ~ f e  t~ 
Tishkand. T h ~ y  m o t e  to him from Icilta-Rlinjr, and said they hoped 
to reach Sirnarkand on the 3rd (15th) or 4 th  (16th) February. Shir- 
Ali t l ~ e n  told me that  througl~out Bukhiran territory from the Amu- 
Daria to Sirnarkand an Afglijn postal service had been established. 

I in the highest tlcyrce that the Alnir was even to a slight 
extent in brighter spirits, ant1 that he had obtained some ~Sclief from his 
terril~le illness. But s~lcl l  ielieE could only be of a transient cliarnctcr, 
and eve11 on the following day there were no traces of this improvement. 
The gangrene slowly rose higher and higher. 
- - - - ----- - - - - 

* Zamaan-Dek was, if 1 rememl~cr right, attached by YakGb-Beg, late Amfr of KQshgBrie, 
to Colonel Kuropitiin, ou the occaaion of his Miaeiou to Yarkond in L877.-K P. Cf. 



" Oll the 3rd (15th) February," thought I, '' if the disease increases 
in  this way, in two or three days' time at the latest he must die." 

On the evening of the 4th (16th) February, the Althund came to  see 
me m d  conversed with me for a long time, and with apparent candour. 
Of course the subject of our conversation mas the Amir and his illness. 

6 '  Yes, Doctor-Sihib,'' said he, " I now see that  the Amir-Sihib lias 
not long to live ; I was really in tlle mrong and you were right. Tell 
me what is the Latin name for this disease ? " 

(' SpAacclr~s," I answered. 
The  Akhund repeated the word several times, and then informed 

me that the Afgl15ns called i t  SholaLlzbs. He then went on to  speak of 
the 11al~its and general character of Shir-A li. 

" You will not believe me when I tell you that  he is a self-willed 
man ! He has always held to his own opinions. Thus I, as llis per- 
sonal have had on several occasions to offer him advice of all 
kinds. But when he is well, he will listen to no one." 

" If he ails, he will send for a doctor a t  once, for a doctor is, in his 
opinion, an all-powerful man, scarcely inferior to a god ; and on medicine 
he luulis as t l r ou~h  i t  must griarautee recovery from diseases of every lliilld. 
I tell you, and I say t l ~ s  only to you, because i t  is the secret of my 
life, that the Arnir-S5llil) has for a long time past t:~lten spirituous licluors 
to  excess. A t  lirst he drnlili only ordi11:lry wine, and when I besougllt 
him to fors:\l;e a bcwernge that is forbidden by the Kurlitl, he left uff 
drinking wine, but he began to drinli co(lLa." 

This means, thought I, " that on tliis occasion too popular rumour 
was right as  i t  alwlzt s is. I have long l~earcl runlours about the Amir's 
abuse of spirituon- liquors. 

' L  Y 011 ~ c ' ~ I P I I I ~ ) c ~ , "  co~t i l i l~ed the Akhnnd, " when the Amir called 
for you on the 30th January (11th February) a t  12 o'clock a t  night, ancl 
complained so of pain in the stomach ? MTell, he was suffering because 
he had that evening drunk off two bottles of wine. You remember, too, 
that  evening, I think mas the 31st January (13th February), when 
the An~ i r  was very fatigued and complained of lassitude ? He was then 
dead drunk. m'hen you came to steam liis throat, it was the period of 
the Namdz-i-Digar (the hour of prayer which should be said about 
5 p.11.). IIe then inhaled the fumes of your medicines, but a t  the period 
of the Namliz-i-Sllanz, he and the K~i:i inhaled fumes of a totally differ- 
ent kind. The two in fact clrank all night together, and I often said t o  
the Kcizi : " Dost not thou fear God, thou ar t  a drunkard thyself, but thou 
ar t  encouraging the Amir in thy bad habits." But the Kdzi is a man 
without a conscicnce. 

It now became clear to  me why the Ka'zi had so great an influence over 
Shir-Mi,-nu influence so great that even the Amir's cousin, Sirdjr Sllir- 
Ali-Khin, and cvcn his Wnzir, his devoted dog, were effaced by the Kdzi. 

" I only hcg you most hnmbly not. to speak to any one of this," con- 
tinued the Althond. " For the revealing of such a secret I sl~ould risk my 
head. I havc told you because I felt, bound to do so in  the interests of 
the Arnir Ililllsell. I do not know; but you, who is of course a much more 
enlightened man than myself, know wiletlirr such an abuse of spirituous 
liquors cannot but be very pernicious in respect of the progress of the 
Amir-Sihil's illness." 



I thanked the Akhund for  his cnmmnnic:~tiun, and T promised bo reg- 
pec1, his secret. T h a t  day Ishiin-Kllwija came to visit me, al-rd we cou- 
versed for  two hours on various subjects. 

[ A s  the greater part of the remarks of the Bukhhran envoy refer to utterly value- 
less praise of General Kaufmann, they have not been translated.] 

(Z'ett resumed .) 

Within  the  l imits of our mud-built quadrangle t h i n ~ s  were not p i n o  
on a t  all well, for our Cossacks had again begun to  ge t  111, and on the 4th 
(16th) February Assistant Surgeon Ozerni, m y  r igh t  hand man, sick- 
ened too. 

Dur ing  his last days the  health of t he  Amir became worse and worse, 
for  he  now began to  have s t rong fever. H e  had become too very ner- 
vous, capricious, and  irritable. Once he asked me  for  a definite answer 
t o  t he  question, mould he  recover or n o t ?  

It is clear t h a t  I could not  give a categorical answer, for such an 
answer might  have results i n  the  highest degree unfavourable in t h ~  
sense of a prediction quo arl vilum. The Amir then took i t  into his l ~ ~ n d  
tha t  I rel'used t o  give him a definite answer, because, although I could 
cure him, 1 did not  wish t o  do so. H e  thereupon threntenetl to write 
t o  the  Turlristau authorities, and  even to  t he  Emperor himself, on t l ~ e  
sn l jec t .  O n  the  other hand, he promised to  give me a laill of rupees if 1 
effecter1 his cure, and  t h a t  his wives and relati\~es should tllank me in 
person, kc., kc .  A little later on Shir-Ali hcgan to  rave, and lle f ~ l l  into 
a, ltincl of half-forgetfulness. He appeared to  be in  the  condition of a 
deaf man. H i s  pulse became feeble ant1 ye t  rapid. It was now app:ii.- 
e ~ l t  t h a t  the  effect of t he  blood-poisoning was setting in whicli I hat1 so 
much dreaded. Now, therefore, the  c1aj.s and even the Iiours of the Amir 
were nnmbered. During the  last two or three days of his life be W:IY 

in one uninterrupted agony, and  tlie greater part  of th i s  timc he pnssctl 
in an nnconscious s t : ~ t ~ .  T l ~ e  day before his death Shir-Ali lost the 
power of swallowing. He a t  the same t ime was deprived of the  power 
o l  speech. Notwithstanding the  large doses of musk which I gave him,* 
he only p s s e d  for a few minutes into a condition of semi-consciousness. 
I n  his efforts t o  speak there was heard only a subdued murmuring. The 
Ami r  Shir-Ali slowly passed away a t  8 o'clock on t h e  evening of the 8th 
(20th) February 1879. 

@ By meane of eub-cutaneoue injection.-Atcfl~or. 



CHAPTER VII .  

Shor!, bicgrapliy of the Amir Sliir-Ali-I<h&n-Glietch nf his r tqn-His  five yenrs' ~ t r r ~ q r l o  
nrltll l ~ i s  brothers-Pcrioci of thu English influence ovcr lli~c-His reforms-Lrssc-ning 

E i ~ g l i \ l ~  and increase of Russiau intluence-Pl~ysical and moral traits of the late 
Alnir-Etl~~~ograpl~y of AEgl1Bn-TurI~isti~1-Stati&s ; approxilu:~te census of tlie 
I l o l~ l l l a~ io~~ ,  :rgric~~ltnre, cattle-breeding, and otlier occupalions of the  Afg11Lns- 
M eteol.ologica1 observations. 

[The first pages of this  chapter are talcen up with a short biographical skotch of 
Shir-Ali's l i fe;  b ~ r t  as  suficient information already exists on the  subject, it scclmo 
r~cedless t o  tri~iislatc th is  portion of Dr. Tav6rski's wo1.k. T h e  only passagcs which call 
For notice in the  narrative are the  following :] 

I am lilie a wooden cup," Shir-Ali is reported to have said of 
Ilimself ; " as many times as it falls i t  will nnt 1)e broken ; but Abdul- 
~~allmrin-I<hdn rrse;nl)les a china or porcelain bowl, and when i t  falls it 
is a t  onccA sinashc~d to shivers." 

Al)dul-~allmrin went to  Russian-Turliistiin in 1870. H e  nTas then 
directed to live a t  SQmarliand, wlleru tlie Russian Governine~it granter1 

a yearly allo\\rance of 25,000 roubles (£2,500). Sliir-All-I<liin 
could now sit l>eacel'ully on the throne of his father's ; and if lle liar1 been 
an  ordinary man, he would, of course, linve been content tjo tlo so ; bu t  
his was a differc?nt cliamcter, and lie could not sit with folded hands. He  
\yas enero.etic and sougllt for employment. He, inoreover, conceived a 

h 
wllole series of reforms, which, unSortunately, 110 was not able to cum- 
yletely carry old. 

Icirst of all he directell liis attention to his army. Up to his succes- 
sion t o  tlle tlirone there liad I)een no regular troclps in Afgl~;ini-t:in, bu t  
levies only, and in fact mere bands of men, n~hn we1.e only called lo Idle 
standards in  times of enlelsgency. Shir-Ali lineiv tllat G,. cixis (or 
warriors for the faith) could never be pitted in b:~t,tle :~g :~ i l~s t ,  regular 
troops. He, therefore, set himself, as his first task, the: creation in 
Afgllinistiia of a regular army on the European inotlel. But  lle had 
neither money, nor the proper arms, nor trained instructol-s. 01' l i i m ~ ~ l f  
he could, therefore, do nothing, and so, 1zolelts-t~ol~7ls, he 11:ld to turn for 
assistance to  the old enemy of AfgliLnistin-l!i11~1:1ncl. 

Meanwl~ile the English, having perceived t hat Sl~ir-A li llad tvillml,hrd 
over his rivals, were not disposed to leave llitn ~ i t ~ l i o u t  the cil.c*lo c+f tIreil. 
influence. They, therefore, immediately sr 11 t him their cor~grat ,u la t , io~~ 
on liis accession to tlie throne of KBbul, and ofl'eretl liinl a11 aIli:t~lc~ 
themselves. On the same occasion they gave him several lnkhs oJ' 
rupees, and also a large number of arms. Bu t  their  promises prove(l 
more attractive than anything else which they sent. 

It may be that a t  the very time that 8 l i i r - ~ l i  bent his back t o  tile 
English he would have offered his friendshill to ltussia, if she had 
him any sign that she would accept it. instead of duiug this, Russia 
received Abdul-Itahmiin, S hir-Ali's bitter foe. 

He was thus compelled to  accept the alliance and assistance of the 
English. The meeting at Umballa between the Amir of AfghinistAo 



and the Viceroy of India seemed to give to that  alliance a character for 
intimacy and heartiness ; but such feelings mere only on the surface, 
Shir-Ali never, indeed, forgot that  the English are the bloody and only 
foea of Afglr&nistin. B y  his presence a t  Umballa, the Amir only desired 
t o  raise the sum of the horrorarilcm which the English had bound 
themselves to  pay him for his friendship. And he succeeded in his 
purpose. H e  received also both money and arms and instructors for his 
army in  enzD/;yo. 

On his return from Inclia, Shir-Ali entered upon the organisation of 
his regular troops. To this end he had translated into Pushtu the 
English Field Exercise and similar works, copies of which were served 
out to his forces. The uniform, too, of his soldiers received a certain 
amount of resemblance to that of the X$ci/'lis of the Indian Army, and, 
generally speaking, all his military arrangements followed the model 
reacly to hand-tlie Indian troops wllicll he had so lately seen and 
inspected. The failings alone, ancl those are of great magnitude, which 
are the ~l~aracterist~ics of the Anglo-Indian troops, the newly-enrolled 
Afgliin army avoided, viz., immobility and an unnecessary burdening of 
the combatant ranks with rabble masses of various followers, whether 
servants, &ivers, or sutlers, kc., &c. Shir-Ali's troops were a t  all times 
in a state of readiness for a campaign directly the order might go forth 
for their mobilisation. Thus to-day they would be in their respective 
quarters ; to-morrow they could set out on the march. 

Having given the system of filling the ranks of his army by 
voluntary ~nl is tment  a trial, ancl being convinced that it woulcl not work, 
Sbir-Ali directed a lerie e* marre for the purpose of completing his army 
organisation. Bccorclin~lj., ovel-y Afgllin and Mussulmin living in his 
territory was ol,liged, on attaining a certain age, to enrol himself 
among$t the Amir's troops, ancl to serve with them for a fixed period. 
T l i~ s  measure, effecteel in com1,in:~t~ion with the disarming of certain 
districts of Afghcinistin, called fort11 strong opposition ou the part of 
many of Shir-Ali's SirdArs who l~ncl hitherto enjoyed a position of 
quasi inrlependencu. Accordingly tlipy refused to give to tllo Amir either 
their clliidren or their Biusmen, or even their retainers. I n  order, then, 
that  he mig!lt attract to his army the retainers of his Sirdirs and their sons 
for service in  his co1y1x ~l' i ' l i te ,  lie adopted the fc,llowing plan. He enrolled 
his own cousin, Naili-Muh;rmmad-IChAn, as an ordinary soldier, and id this 
p a d e  this Sirdiir remained for two whole ypars. When, too, liis gmnd-son, 
Ahrnad-Ali-IChLn, the son of hluhammad-Ali-Khin (his eldest son, who 
was killed before Khelit-i-Ghilzai), grew up, he dealt with him as he had 
done with Naik-Muhammad-Khin. I n  cor~sequence of these two steps, 
although the opposition to his army reforms did not altogether cease, 
it became very considerably weakened. Towards the close of his 
reign, therefore, Shir-Ali had 60 battalions oE infantry, all of which 
mere well drilled and fairly well armed. Indectl, certain of his ~ i b l l l  
battalions were equipped with breech-loading rifles. For field artillery 
the Amir did not want, but of siege Latteries he had scarcely auy 
at all.* - 

+ It  is worthy of note that 8hir-Ali would o111y tmke into hie ranke very etrong and 
perfectly healthy youthe. The slightest physical defect wee eufficient to bnr a man's entrance 
to the ranke of the Amlr'r army, and all bairlere or in any way bald people were at once 
rejected.-Authw. 



The various roads through, his territory likewise attracted the 
attention of the Amir, and he established a postal service between KQbul 
and the chief towns of his sovereignty. This postal service not only 
fulfilled the requirements of his administration, but private persons also 
availed themselves of it. Stamps of the value of one rupee and 4, 
t and &th rupee mere issued, and these were required to be a.fFixed 
to letters according to their weight. The post was carried by 
messengers both mounted and on foot. During the winter season the 

service across the Hindu-Kush was usaally carried out by 
footmen. All the Afghin postage stamps in use were struclr off in the 
local press., I n  all probability Shir-Ali's activity would not have been 
confined to what has been above narrated if the same :imonnt of quiet 
internally as externally had occurred during his reign. B u t  in  some 
part or other of his territory there broke out on several occasions 
disorder or rebellion, which could only be suppressed by a display of 
armed strength. On such occasions Shir-Ali would test his troops by 
embarking upon small expeditions undertaken wit11 tlie object of 
extending the circle of his power. Thus, in 1872, he couquered 
BQdakl~sli6n,* and in 1S75 he overran the KlGnate of Rlaimana. 

[The next paragraph is talren u p  with the mcll-known tale of the alienation 
between Shir-Ali on the one side and his sons, Yak6L-Rh6.n and A;pilb-I<ll&n, on the 
other, in  consequelice of the Amit's open declal.atinn that he would make his yonIlger 
son, Abdulla-JBn (the son of a favourite wife), his heir to  the detriment of the 1.ig11ts 
of his elder brother (by another mother) Yali6b-I<hlin]. 

Meanwhile the external foes of the Amir and of Afgh&nistin- 
tile English-likewise made themselves felt. Two or three years 
after the Umballa Darbjr they began to demand that payment of the 
anllual subsidy which they allowed him should be abated ; that such 
abatement should contiuue, unless S hir-Ali mould consent to help 
them to lay hands on the indepenclence of Afghinistin. A t  first this 
attempt was to take the form of the acceptance by tlie Amir of 
an English Resicleut a t  Iciibul. Besides this the Amir was to allow 
English officers to visit the northern and western borders of Afg1i:iuistiin 
in order to erl~lore the country in  every direct.ion. Subsequently 
the demand was put. forward that  English garrisons should occupy 
Heriit and B61kh. The Amir was then Cold that he 111ust come 
t o  Simla to welcome the new Viceroy of India and to offer an  address to  
the lately proclaimed Empress oE India. 

Shir-Ali now clearly saw where liis further friendship for the English 
would lend him. They would not deny him either money or arms, but 
they ~vuuld sslt from him in return the forfeiture of his own independence 
as well as that, of AfgliGnist5n.t 

On (.he ot'lier hand, t'he Amir could not hut perceive t,hat Russia, his 
northern neighbour, is nlucli more po\vrrSul t,ll:~n Eogl:tnd, and that her 
line of nctioo is alt.ogether different. He  could nut but perceive that  she 
-- 

+ Thr Afgrl~(itl clai~n to this country has bern tlispntcd by thc Rnseians, and will probably 
forin II qrc;~L str~inhling block in t l ~ c  tlc1illlit:~tion of tho Amir's frontiers.-TY. E. G. 

t Herc sce1n.q to he nn nppropriatc pl f~c~c  for the insertion of all extracat from the En,qlish- 
man work of tho celebrated English Lmveller, hfoorcroft, regarding the opinion held in 
1883 by tho natives : " Tho English," said the natives to Moorcroft, " have never 
entered nng corner of Asia without keeping in view their own self-interested objeote. The 
resrilt has been the oomplete enelevery of the nativee.-Moorcrof~l's Journal to Kcibul, 
Vol. II, pages 488-489.-.Author. 



does not display towards her neighbours the same craftiness in which 
England is SO skilled. H e  could not but be aware that Russia has punislled 
Centlral Asian K hinates, cont,iguouous to her territory, only when all the 
peaceful measures for the settlement of frontier quarrels which she offered 
llad been rejected by them. On  such occasions Russia has honestly and 
openly said bo them : " I will punish you, and she has punished thenl." 
The Amir could not but l a o w  that  Russia has twice magnanilnously 
assisted the Amir of Bukhjra to preserve his throne, and that she has 
recovered and restored for hirn two districts of his Khinate. 

Shir-Ali, finally, could not but be aware that if Russia has occupied a 
considerable portion of Central Asia, she has not treated the local 
Mussulmin population in  the same may that  England has done. 
The people of India prior to  their subji~gat~ion by t,he English were 
rich, or in any case they were not badly off. The I<ngli,sh canle and 
India became a skel~ton,  for all the life-blood of her 2.JO,fl00,000 of 
inhabitants has been energetically suclied out by the English adminis- 
tration. The line of policy pursued by Iiussia and by England respect- 
ively is altogether different,. The natives of Central Asia have only 
gained by the chnnze of their rulers, for to their former IChQns they 
paid connsiclerahly lilgher taxes than they do to their present ltus,zian 
adminidrators. Moreover, formerly no one was certain what the morrow 
would bring forth, for a t  any time a l<h&n might kill one of his subjects 
and confiscate his propel ty. 

The Amir Shir-Ali knew all this, and so little by little his dread 
of the l i~~es ians  gave place t o  the highest respect for them. 

The same feeling entered into the  official relations between 
the Russian Government and the Amir, for the tone of General 
Kaufmann's letters to Shir-Ali was st all times very clelicate ; and a t  the 
same time this  delicacy in no may lessened the persuasiveness of dl his 
communications. R e p r d i n g  every prominent event in bl1~ life of Russian- 
Turliistin, General Kaufmana considered i t  his bounden duty to inform 
the Amir of AfghLnistin, who could not but value s~lch attention towards 
him on the part of the high representative of powcrfiil Russia. And i t  is 
evident that he requited this dignified style of treatment, for he notified 
to the Governor-General of Russian-Turkistiin his intention to makc 
Ahdullah-J6.n his heir nndvarious other projects. During the confere~lcc 
a t  Feshitvar between the British and Afgh in  pl(?nipotentiaries, Shir-Ali 
mas completely under Russian influence ; and if Russia had not sent n, 

Blission to his capital, a t  the critical moment, he \vould in all 
have been the first to stretch out his hand towards Russia. 

It now only remains for me to outline a picture of the pllysical and 
moral traits of the late Amir. 

I n  his youth i t  might be seen that Shir- Ali had been a very hand- 
some man, of a little above the average height, thick set, with a broad 
and deep chest. His features were of a strong Semitie type. h hooked 
nose and large black eyes gave to his face a character for decision and 
fiminess. Thick and arched eye-brows, of a grey colour rather than 
black, were in  very good harmony with a thick and wavy l)eard, also 
black, but sprinkled with a few hairs of a golden tinge. The hair of his 
head was unshaven, * and over it was placed a hat sometlling in t l lp 
- -- 

+ &urn generally neither rhavo nor even cut ehort the hair of the 



Polish style. The hair of his head was thick and slightly wavy, black 
in colour, and very coarse. T h e  tips of his fingers, or rather t h e  nails, 
were dyed a bright red. 

In the  early days of his youth Shir-Ali probably enjoyed excellent 
health, but, I first saw him his vigous had been percelrtibly shaken. 
There is no doubt but  tha t  this  falling-off had arisen i n  consequence of 
those ups and downs of life through which he had passed, and of those 
cares which had so plentifully gathered round his head. B u t  in  tile 
matter of the undermining of his heallb, his failing,, and hardly the  only 
one, had played no slight part  ; this was his abuse of spirituous liquors. 

Of the  results of his driuking bouts one could t o  a certain degree judge 
Ly (ha nervous twitching of his hands (tremor potatorum) which accom- 
panied all his discretionary movements. 

I n  respect of his mental powers, Shir-Ali was a prominent person- 
age, i.e., fur Central Asia. He mas a knight without fear and without 
reproach. His  peaceful disposition and h ~ s  good-nature have beell s u g -  
eiently revealed by the  preceding llistorical outline of his struggle 
\\lit11 his brothers; bu t  when it was necessary for llim t o  be strictl, 
hu was so. 

For an  example of his magnanimity i t  is unnecessary t o  go  far.  It 
is sulricient t,o say tha t  up to  the  last momeut of his life he was very 
favourably dispused t,)rvards the  members of tlie Russian bIission t o  his 
country. Justice retluirrs tha t  Ire should agnin declare t h a t  tha t  Mis- 
sion, or, to speal; Inore rorrectl~r, General Stolalloff, did not justfify his 
e s l w  t .t icitis. The formrr chief of tha t  Rlission gave hi111 a n~hole  11e:il) 
of dili2u>e pr 11ni'es 1~11ir.h l l l~ssia could not carry out,. 1'1111s tlie l tr~ssihn 
Rliskiou tjo I<:il~nl \v;,s m;jde t o  appear at fault in  the sharp turn  whicll 
t 11e A 11x10-hf!,rh:ln s t l~~gg- l e  took. 

SuLseclu~utlJ., C; enelr;l llazgbnoff, General Stolaitoff's successor as 
the  Ilead of tlie Russian 141ssion t,o KAbul, ndviecd Shir-Ali t o  go  t o  
Eussia n it11 the object of 13ersonally beseeching the Russian Eml~e ro r  for 
]]is protlection against the exactions of England ; and when the  A ~ n i r  
listener1 to this ndvice, and made a request t o  be allowed to  g o  t o  St. 
Peters l~urg,  this request was finally refused. Spea,liing generally, one 
cannot ~ i v e  expression to sufficient surprise t ha t  the  heads of t he  Rus- 
sian lllssion to  IiLbul should, out of alarm and contrary t o  their in- 
s t ruc t ion~,  h:~ve given the Alnir advice of all sorts, and  have made h i m  
promises whicl~ could not be fulfilled. B u t  he unconditionally believed 
wliat the Russian envoys told him, and p l ~ c e d  himself unreservedly i n  
their lr:~ods. Al;~s ! for'liis misplaced confidence he was severely punish- 
ed. Any o t h ~ r  tlsiatic sovereign (and Asiatic only ?) i n  his place 
\youltl 1 1 ~ 0  cerlainly sulject,ed t he  n ~ e ~ n b c r s  of our Mission t o  various 
~el?~'is.llq. Slotl(:nrt and CouoIly were fa r  from being 2s guilty before 
t 11c Amir of 12nlrlirir:~ as were 'the mcmLers of the Russian Mission be- 
fore Sllir-llli-Ic h611 ; never1 hc~lcss they preserved their heads on their 
rhool(l(~rs. A I I ~  more, tllcy received horn  Shir-Ali nnuZht bu t  unchnng- 
illg friendli~it:ss and liindly foret l lou~ll t .  Truly, Ile did a t  times give 
veut  to  (~xprc::bions of displeasllre; but, as the reader can see from the 
l)rcc(?(lillg ~iarl.alive, even the greatest of the  Stoics would in  his place 
have gone out of his mind. 

The Amir was a complete stranger t o  that c o n c ~ i t  and insupport,- 
ableness which chsracterise not only Central Asian potentates, as,-for 
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rmmpln, the  h m i r  of BukhBra,-but their more or  less highly idaeed 
officials. Shir-  Ali was simple in his mode of life and  in  his habits, alld 
he was a t  all t imes the  same. H e  l i n c ~  how t o  behave himselE to  all, 
a n d  he could converse wi th  intellect~lal fluency wi th  any c h a ~ ~ c e  visitor. 
On one occasion at TTlsh-Kurgin the Amir,  who had not asked any of 
tlre members of t he  Russian hlission to  come and see him for  some days 
previously, said : " Don't be angry  ?it11 me because 1 have not  invited 
you t o  csme and see me  for  ,z long tlme. You do not lmow how many 
swine, asses, sheep, bears, and  other beasts I have harl t o  sre during this 
period, and  with each of them I have had to  converse in  his own 
lsnquage. It was necessary for  me to see and hear each one of them, 
and so 1 could not  do otherwise lest they should have talien offence. " 

Ollce be had r iven  his word or had made a promise, the A~nir un- 
failingly carried ~t o u t  ; for  " honour ') was t o  him above everything. 
Once, therefore, t ha t  he had decided to  go  over to t he  side of HIISS~A, 
he kept  to  thost side to  the day of his death, and for the  sake of his 
friendship for Russia he nearly deprived himself of his throne. " L P ~  
tile English," he  said on this subject, "occnpy many of my cities, let 
tllern pu t  forth all their s t rength in  ordc~r to  force mc to come to  terms, 
[ will not do so. I do not want  t o  hear anythinq more about the  Eng- 
li.11 and  their peaceful propositions. But  I k i l l  give them s still greater 
1111rn1)er uf my cities ; I will make over t o  them tlre half of my 
s )ve~,eignty if the ,areat Russian Emperor shall counsel me to do so. 
I am the  vassal of His  Rfajestp, antl m y  Binqtlvm is his k in~r lom.  
I iveryt l l i~lc ,  tllerefore, t ha t  he orders me to (lo I will do. On these 
tthrnls I have conclntled friendship an( \  an allia~lce with him. " I n  
respect oE the nobleness of the  Aniir's nature, hls nccaes.;i bilit and tle- 
1ir:acv townrds others, the followi~rg institr)ce ~ 1 1 1  <ive some sort of itlea. 

D11ring the  s tay of the Russian Alisqio~l at I\;5.t)ull on ncc.orcnt of tile 
pocu1i:~r c~rc*utnstancc-: in which the  city was plac~t l ,  antl also on account 
of' t l l ~  \Vnzir7s pec:nlatiouq, t he  members of tlre Mission often felt 
h v  A t  I:19tj SLlir- Ali heard of this, and so, after a n  audience, he 
t ~ ~ l . ~ ~ r ~ c l  tL,\v;lrrlc; Za rn ;~ ; t~ l -Be~ ,  antl said :- 

(6 Z;~rnnnu-Brq, I ask yon t o  tell the members of the Itussian Mis- 

sion tllat, 1 liope they will not be angry  wit11 me if they have been in 
want  of anything,  for 1 did not know it, and nobody told me. I f ,  then, 
the  members of the  Russian Mission, out  of a feeling oE delicacy, did 
not  speak to me of their needs, from their point of vlew such silence 
i s  intell~gible,  serinq t h s t  they are m y  guests ; hut why (lid go76 not tell 
me about this  ? You are more than  a guest  of mitie, for  I look upon 
you as a brother. " 

Sliir-Ali was possessrd of a very sharp understanding,. and he rapid- 
l y  tooli iu any fact, event, (a circumstance. His  curloslty some t im~s  
was simply xstonirh~ng t o  those standing about l ~ i m ,  for he wislled to  
know evelay t,hing. H e  was excellently infnrmed as to  ~ ~ n e r a l  history, 
and  he specially loved to  speak of Peter the (ireat.  Iqatalism and illus- 
sulrniin intultarance were quite foreign to  his nature. I nrvrr htbs:d 
him utter tha t  which every Yossnllnin rj;1c11 la tes on er el y possil)lc 
oracasion, " InshJAllnh," L,r his desire war to (lo t l i r t  ~vllicll he I l : d  

thouqlit  out  for himself. 
111 conclusion of thi,s brief sketch, I will attach a gc~nealogical tree of 

the  liouse oi  Ynrfaraz-Khin, who reigned in  Afghauistiin 111 tile J eal 1320. 









Tile remaining Son8 of Dost-Muhammad-K h6n were- 

Muhammad-Akram-Khbn. 
Mnhammad- Aslam-Khbn. 
Muhammad-Hassan-Khjn. 
Muhammad-Hussein-Khin. 

Muhammad-Wali-KhLn. 
Muhammad-Alibar-Khin. 
GhulAm-Haidar-IChBn. 
Naik-Muhammad-KhBn. 

~ u l t h n - ~ h i  (stepson). 

The population of Afghin-Turkistin, as of Central Asia generally, 
is a very mixed one, but in Afghin-Turkistin Uzbaks of various tribes 
preponderate ; and indeed they constitute a dense population, especially 
in the districts of Kunduz, Andkhui, and Shibirkhin. 

Here the Uzbaks represent the remnants of the great Urta-yuz 
horde. I n  the districts of Kunduz and of Tbsh-I<urg+n the Uzbaks are 
chiefly of the Kattngin tribe, whereas a t  Mazir-i-Sharlf and a t  Rillth the 
Sarai and Ming Uzbaks preponderate amongst Uzbaks of other tribes as 
well. The total number of Uzbaks in the Chuhrir- 7Tildyat may be com- 
puted a t  400,000 souls. 

The other inhabitants of Afgh6n-Turkistin are the aborigines of the 
country, the Tjj iks or descendants of the ancient Bactrians. But 
there are now very few left, because most of them were positively 
swamped in the TJzbak-Mongol flood which poured into the Cllnhh- 
a .  Tlle Trijiks are exclusively confined to the towns, but the 
Uzbaks are scattered over both villages and towns. There are now 
not more than 100,000 Tijiks, and these are principally confined to the 
mountainous parts of Afghbn-Turkistin, and especially of BBdaklishiu. 
Of the other and less numerous peoples of the ChaAcii- Vild'at we may 
enumerate Kirghiz, Turkumjns, Irinians (i.e., Persians), Avshirs, 
Hindus, Jews, HazQras, Arabs, &c., kc. All these together do not exceed 
60,000 souls. Thus the total population of the ChahLr-fitdyal may 
be said t o  be between 500,000 and 600,000 souls. 

The chief occupations of the inhabitants are agriculture and cattle- 
rearing, but in both of these the Uzbaks are exclusively engaged. I n  
Afgh6n-Turkistin the same kinds of grain and of gramineous plants 
are raised as in Russian-Turkistin, viz., wheat (spring and winter 
crops) sorghum (g'zlgdra), barley, millet, rice, lucerne, sa.ramum, &c., &c. 
The harvests are very abundant, for wheat never yields less than 25 
fold. It is clear that such crops are obtained, on the one hand, because 
of the good quality of the soil (which consists for the most part of loss 
or alluvial deposit), and, on the other, through skilful irrigation, 

Horticulture in Afghin-Tul*kistin, a9 everywhere else in Central 
Asia, is in  a very low state of development. Although there are many 

(for every village has its garden), the kinds of fruit-trees in 
them are all wild, receiving scarcely any attention a t  the hands of 
man ; for of crossing the  various kinds by grafting and budding, the local 
inhabitants have not the slightest notion. Were indeed horticulture to be 
pursued, as it might be, the most brilliant results might be obtained. 

And yet, however primitive may he:the rural economy of Afghia-  
Turkistin in respect of both husbandry and horticulture, the crops of 
both grain and of fruit do not merely suffice for local cons~lm~tion,  bllt 
yield every year a large surplus of agricultural products, and these are 

to  adjoining countries, for example, Bukhiira and Biidakhsh&n. 



Cattle-rearing plays almost the  same r61e too in  Afgh611-Turliistin 
as does husbandry, and in  this the  Uzbaks are chiefly engaged. 
In  spite of the despotic 4 g i m e  of the  Afghiin authorities, in spite of 
the nubridled exactions of the Afglliin administrators, the Uzbalts may 
still be to  have great riches i n  the  shape, of their flocks and  herds. 
They principally rear horses and sheep, hu t  they  also breed the  Bactrian 
or two-humyed and the  gzar or one-humped camel a s  well as milch 
kine. 

Out  of the  abundance of their harvests and  of the  increase of their 
floclis and herds, the inhabitants of AfghAn-Turliistiu chiefly pay their  
State dues. According t o  information which I collected, t h e  total  
amount of tuxes and  imposts paid by the inhabitants of Afgli6n- 
Turliistin into the treasury of the Amir  of Kiba l ,  and  for t h e  mainten- 
ance of the  Algh in  adminiqtration of the  C?iahd,- TYil~lynt, reaches the  
very respectable tignre, 3,000,000 rupees, or about 2,000,000 ~oubles.* 
Ilividing tllis sum by the number of tax-paying units of the  country, 
me find tlint each worker pays to  the Amir's treasury no less tllinn 
1 0  rupees-a huge sun1 i f  we consider that ,  in addition to  the 
sources of income above detailed, the people have scarcely any money- 
bringing property. Hence i t  is tha t  the UzLaks so detest t he  Afghjns,  
who look upon the Cllnltu'r-7fildyat as  on a granary, whence they 
can take 21s much as they please. The imposts levied upon the  inhabitants 
of Afghjn-Turl i is t~n are chietly paid in  kind, i .e . ,  in  either grain 
or  cattle. 

Tmde is but  poorly developed in the Chahd-lYiEc(ynf, and the fact  
is intell igibl~, for local industries can scarcely be said to  exist, and  
therefore proclucts are allnost qzil. Sericulture is fitfully carried on, 
ant1 the Inrge quantity oE wool obtained from the enormous herds of 
s l~eep  in the country finds scarcely any market. Cnrl~ets  aucl felts 
co~isti t~ute the  most valua1,lc of the local manufactures ; but the vearly 
nlirnl)rr of tllrse would not fetch a very large sum, and yet, u n t l e ~ o t h e r  
co~~dit ions,  tllis article of .trade  lone rvould bring in t o  the mannfac- 
tnrers more than a million roubles. The local m;irliets are i n  fact 
overstocked with wool, and yet  i t  is not  possible to send the  surplus t o  
more distant marts because of t he  baa state of tlle road cotnmuuications 
of the country. 

Nevertheless, i n  passing thropgh the  country, the traveller will very 
often rneet with long strings of camels; and in the m:ljol-ity of iustanceg 
these are f o ~ ~ n d  to be carrying Indian or English goods to I~ul;liira., 
the chief tmde mart of Central Asia. There i h  not, however, :L mono- 
poly of J5nglish goods, for side by side with tjlie$e ltnssinn n:tre? m;,y 
also be seen. And such articles of t,rade a s  Ilul,li:~rd's Yekatarillbulg 
candles and Vorojtsoff's lucifer matches are not rarities. 

N~twitlhstrandinF t h a t  the mountlains of Afghjn-'Vurtistbn rich 
in  minl'r;lls of varlous kinds, mining is not, \rlJry l)rislily c;ll.rivd on. 
Xven the once fanlous ruby mines of Ubduhhrh:ln nud tha  beds of lal,it- 
luzllli  are deserted ; but i n  the local nl:~rIipis t,hpre are on 
n1:ln.V Nishq36r turquoises, and for  these very moderate 1lriices are 
nsl<rd. 

* That ei~ppoaee the vouble ( a mere paper tender) to be worth 3 shillinge, which 
i t  is not.- W. B. (f. 



A t  a point in the  mountains from 20 to 30 v e r ~ k  (13i  to 20 miles) 
to  the south of MazGr-i-Sharif are some sort of mineral springs, which 
are frequented by the people of the country because of their great heal- 
i n g  propertlies in cases of sickness of various kinds. I was not myself 
able to  visit these springs, and I therefore cannot say anything positive 
about them. 

I n  concl~~sion of this  chapter I will adduce some particulars relating 
to  the meteorology of AfgllAn-TurkistQn. My stay within the limits 
of the  Chahrir-JYtldynt estended over two perfectly opposite seasons of 
the  year, vir . ,  the summer (June, July, and August), and the winter 
(neeern ber, January, and Februi~ry) . Therefore my meteorological 
observations must necessarilv bear a character of extremes. Here then 
are the average readings oE the temperature in the  shade during my stay 
in the country. 

Of 23 observations taken a t  the end of June and beginning of July 
(0. S.), the average readings were as follocv :- 

8 A.M.  

78" F.* 
1 P.M. 8 P.M.  

95" P.* 86' F.* 

At  NaibLibAd on the 8 th  (20th) Ju ly  the  m a x i m ~ ~ m  temperature at 
1 P. M. was 120' F. 

At Mazir-i-Sharil on the  2nd (14th) July  the minimz6m temperature 
a t  1 P. N. was 89'. 

Of 40 observatio~s taken during the winter (December, January, 
and February) of 1878-79, the following were the average readings :- 

1 P.M. 8 P.M. 

53" F. 40' I?. 

The n~nx;nzurn renrlinq was C3" F., the n~z'nimzm was 17' F. 
The colrleJt month was  Jnni~ary. 
The few English tra,vellers who visited the valley of the Amu- 

Daria 40 years ago give 11s almost the s:lme information. Ilere is what 
Dr. Gerarrl says in his letters on t11i.i snl~ject : " The t,emper;~ture of the 
air c t  llaz5r-i-Sharif 1-eacbherl 100" lcahrt.nheitj,"t anrl in anot,her place 
he says the tuml~erut~urt! of the air in the shade varicd between PtO and 
lUSO.f 

Eurnes, Dr. C;ernrrl's fellow-t,rnveller, does not give quite the same 
f i ~ u r e s ,  for be writes as fol lo~v< : " The clin~:ltt: of LJiillih is estremely -'. injurious to the health, atid j e t  i t  is very agreeal)l~." I n  June tho tem- 
peralwe did not regiht~r more than bOO Fahrenheit, and the hottest 
weathrr mas in July.$ I n  another ],art of his book the same author 
Rays : " I n  the carly morning the thr~rmometer stood below 52' F., not- 
n i t l l s t n ~ l d i n ~  thnt lnnrc than two-tliirrls of this country (the valley of 
the rim11-D.lria) is a prrfrct c1csrrt.l)" E:ut 1 1 ~  once cjl~otes tllc reading 
of tlir: tliermnmc~ter a t  10:;" J1. _ -__-- _ ---- -- -- - --- - 

* I n  tl1i.t trn~islntion t h e  ronrlil ~4 of t110 R~':IUII~III,  nntl of tllc celltigrade scalcs have 
been c o ~ ~ v c r t c ~ , l  illto tllose of t l ~ e  1':lllrc~nllcit t l~cl.rnon~r~rrr.  - TI: fl. (9. 

t Jorr~wtcl rlf the As in l i c  Bocie!,, qf B ~ l f g n l .  Vol. 11, page 13. Dr.  Qererd's Obser- 
vation was taken diiring the surn~uer-scrtson.-dtcthor. 

$ Itid, page 22.-Art/l~o1..  
§ Bur~les'n Jorrrt~e?y itrlo Bukhcira, Vol. 11, page 345.-Author, 
1) Ibid, page 352.-Author. 



IE we examine the  figures above given, we sllall find tha t  the 
average reading of the thermometer throughout the year in  Afnhin-  b 

Turkistin is 5(i0 F. Of course these figures have a very small import- 
ance, as they are derived from a very limited number of observations. 
B u t  if me compare the readings a t  several points on the earth's surface, 
of wliicll the lat,itude is almost the same as  of those places i n  Afghin-  
T~lrliistAn which I have ilamed, we shall find tha t  my deductions are, t o  
a certain degree, upheld. 

Algiers 
Gihlmal tar 
31 nl e ga 

Palerlno 

Lanltoriin 

Ashurada 

Balin 
Shrnarkand 
Pelt in 

North L A *  Average 
temp, during tlie year. 

63' P. ... 
. . ,  68" I?. 
,.. 68" F. 
... 62" F. 
... 67" F. 
., . 63O F. 
. . ,  67" F. 
... 69" F. 

64" F. ... 
Thus we see that,  from the r e a d i n g  just quoted, my figures for  t he  

average yearly temperature for certaln named points in  the  country 
locally linown as  lhe Chahdl.- Il ilciyaf are very nearly right.  Of course, 
in  maBing this comparison i t  is uccessary t o  bear i n  mind the difference 
in the longitude and in the relative altitudes of the points conlpared, 
I11 the case, however, of nilaziir-i-Shnrif and the places named in the  
above list, there is no great difference in  height. The reador will, 
of course, not fail to notice thc sharp variations of temperature i n  
the space of the 24 hours, and tha t  such variations are considerably 
more marked during the summer-season than in  the minter. It should, 
however, be stated tha t  the winter of the particular year which I have 
q~ioted mas, accortling to native statement, a mild one, whereas this 
srason of the year is very severe. From what the natives say, 
t l l ~  Amu-Darin, in  the meridian of 3Taziir-i-Sharif, never freezes over.? 
ll'lien I crossed it, with tlie thermometer standing a t  17" F., although 
the river balllis mere fringed with ice particles, which extended t o  a 
breadth of about 44 feet on either side, the actual current of the river 
was not ice-bound. 

The number of cloudy days in  the  Amu-Daria valley, especially 
during the snmmer-season, are very few in number. Thus, during 23 
days which I obscrved tliere werc only 3 cloudy days. During the 
winter spason, however, thc number of cloudy days greatly increases, for of 
43 days, thc linlit of my stay in  the valley of the Amu-Daria, there were 
2(i that wcre overcast, and on 8 of these either rain or  snow fell. 
During tllren d:iys tlie rain w:rs sufficiently Ileavy t o  thorougllly sool; 
tlle ground. 0f thr  three snowy days, the fall was very heavy on two ; 
but  on nonc of thein did t,he snow lie less than 3 inches deep. As regards 

* Ol,srrvatory w l ~ c ~ i c e  incritlinn is reckoned not stnted.- TV. E. O. 
t Burncs, Iiowevcr, nsserts that the Alnu within tlie provinces of KobidiQn and 

Knnduz freezes over, and this very frequently.-(Journey into Bukhara, Vol. 111 (kussian 
Edition), page 279) .-Author. 

19 



the direction of the prevailing wind, observa.tions are very confused ; for 
sometimes a double current mas noti~ea~ble, the lower bearing the clouds 
towards the  west, t.he upper towards the east. During the summer- 
season, perhaps a soutllerly wind is the more frequent." During my 
st ;ly i~ t  iCIaz6r-i-Sharif I always noticed, however, that  even during the 
slnnmer there was a wind only a t  a certain period of the four hours. 
G(mera1ly speaking, from 9 P.M. to  either 7 or 8 P.M. there was no 
wind except', perhaps, a weak current of air. But from 7 P.M. 
there moulcl arise a slight, warm, and southerly breeze, which would be 
a t  its greatest force a t  3 or 4 A. >I., after which it nrould strike cold and 
die away gradually, so tha t  by 9 A . M .  there would be no wind a t  all. 
During the winter, eastern and southern winds are the most common 
in Afgh6;i-l'urliistin and about the  " Garm-Sir." I have alrkady made 
mention in the first volume of m y  present work. I made no  barome- 
trical or psychrometrical observations because of the habitual de~lial, 
e ~ ~ r c i s e d  by the Tiishknncl Section of the Military Topograpllical l)e- 
p:irtment, of the neccssrtry grant  required to  enable me to procure the 
pat~ticli1:~r instruments. 
-- - 

* and not a northern, as Lieutenmt Irving asserts in his Memoirs (gee Journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Bsngal, Vul. V111).-Author. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

V~rioue rrlmorirs and propositions-Tliree candidates for tho vacant throne of Af~liBnist~rin 
-Concerning Tak61~-I<l1An-Intrignc.s of Sllir Ali's favourite wifrn-Mul~~~nlund. 
HBslliin-Kl~bn, the most p~werful callditlate for the Amirsl~ip-My position amidst the 
factions prt,paring for the strife-Reginuing of disorders-'l'lle Tnk1ltal)ul masmtci cJ- 
An xlloilyln nus letter-Afgl1&11 srrangemeuts a~ainyt  my sudden departure from h'Iazdr-i- 
Sharif-Niqht attaclr on my quarters- Bribery-B;irions o~tlinons rmuours-Sirddr 
Naik-Afril~ammsd-ICIIQII-Without food-RIul~a~nn~acl-Yaklib-I<llju-Tllr A lnir of 
AfphAnistAn-Another massacre and more blowing away from guns-Visit of Sirdir 
Muhammad-Tair- ILlih11. 

S o n f ~  days before *the death of Shir-Ali, the  town of Maz5r-i-Sharif 
had begun to  ge t  excited, because of various rumours and ideas t h a t  w ~ r e  
prevalent. For  inst,:~nce, i t  w:xs afirlnotl t ha t  t,he Amir was already 
dead, but tha t  his death was being conc.ealed by thosu about, him unt i l  
a more convenient t,ime. The reasons pu t  forward for this  cnncenl~nent 
were various. Solno lnaintained tha t  the fact was not! notified because 
the proper armnqement ,~ had not h e n  mnde with rcq:lrrl to  t h s  quc+st,inn 
of succession to the thrtbne. Others stated tha t  no t l~ ing  was yet ready 
in connection with the burial rites. Other and more simple folk 
afirrned tha t  the Amir's death was being concealed, l~ecnnso his body 
had not yet been sewn up  in the hide of n ydk or oF :I w l i i t ~  camel. A 
minority of t,he city population, which 1)crcc~ivcd in this, a s  in a11 other 
cases, facts tha t  wc?ro more or  less authentic, assertvd tllat the Amir 
was still alive, and mas mnkinp progress t o ~ v a r ~ l s  recovchry. Rlenn~vllilo 

7, the rumour regarding Slrir-All s de:lt,h had b(bcomc! so cul.rent t ha t  even 
lsliin-IChnr6jn, the U~lillciran envoy, wns illclined to  1lelic:ve it,, and sent 
his ,lli7.etl-Bn'shi to  me t o  m:rko enquiries as  t,o whet3hcr the Amir w:~s 
rmlly dead or n o t ?  And ~ v i t ~ h  the  rumours of the :~l)ovo lrind, o thr r  
unexldained repoi-ts were in currenc.y to  tho erl'ect that ,  with the death 
of  the Amir, disorders would inrvit,:lhly 1)renli ou t ;  indeecl nlenlion mas 
mnde of t l io mnrders and plunclering,s 1,h:it were imniinc~nt. 

Regarding the ayproacl~iog soccec*ion to  the throne, t.110 Eollorving 
was report,ed. T\vo days before his cleatli, Shir-Ali had namocl, a s  his 
successor, his nephew, S i rd i r  39uhnmin:ld-l3iishim-IChrin. l ' l ~ i s  Sirtl5r 
wils the son of Muh:~minad-SliariP-Icl~Sn, who, as  ~ v o  1i:ivo seen aI,o\ru, 
played such o double part  in the s t n ~ g g l e  Lu tween llie Amir, Sl~ir-Ali,  
n~itl his elder brothers for t,he throne of Afg.l~inist:in. B u t  when Shir- 
Ali llnd triumphed over his rivals, lie bn nislied Iris inlrigu ing l)rotllPr, 
&I ullnmlnad-Sharif-T<hGn, to  Jndia, Irerpinq \I i th  l l i~ll  &luhnmlnad- 
IIQallini-K11:in and hl u 11:11nm:id-'l'air-li l Bn S U I I S ~ ( ~ I I ~ I I ~  Iy Sllir-Ali 
R L V ~  to Mohammad-IJrisl1iin-l~I~i11 his dsl g ~l.er 1,y 111s f : l ~ o r l r i t ~  rniIe, 
who wits ubuully called " the Wxlid:~." An11 so i t  came about t l lnt  this 
nephew was aclinowlerlgrd by tlle Amir as 11 s I~cbir. 

It should here be stated t1i:ll :I l t,rr the ileiith of Al,rlulln-Jin, rnllo 
had been aclinowledged both 1)g ltrlshia :rnd 1)y El)gl:~nrl a h  tlle Ilc:ir to  
the Afglian throne, the h m i r  madu nu Dcs11 nrrnugaulenls coneelning 



his anccessor. And so t h e  matter stood over until  his last days. When 
Yaklib-KhRn mas released by his father from irnyrisonmeht, he was 
placed a t  t11e head of the government and made the ruler of Kihul,  as 
well as  chief of the forces stationed in  the eastern confines of the State ; 
hilt he was not proclaimecl heir to  the throne. 'l1his behaviour on the 
pxrt of Shir-Ali was apparently very strange, for what hindered him in 
ratifying the  clioice of the  people and recogniring Yaldb-Khin  as his 
successor ? The  answer t o  this  question we shall find only ~vhen  we 
glance towards the harem of t l ~ e  Amir. 

Aln~os t  from the  date of his accession to  the  throne, Shir-Ali fell 
u n c l ~ r  the inliuence of his Ghilzai wife. The  attachment and respect 
displayed by the Amir towards this wife, a woman who, according to 
the statements of the  courtiers, was possessed of a very energetic 
character, were so s t rong tha t  she exercised a very decisive influence in  
the family councils. The Amir concea1e:l hardly anything from her, and 
she, therefore, enjoyed a great influence in the carrying out of the domes- 
t ic policy of tlie Amir, who scarcely did auything without first consulting 
her. By this wife Shir-Xli liad several daughters, bu t  only one son, 
viz . ,  Abdnlla-JLu. 

After the death of Muhammad-Ali-Ichin, the Amir's e l d ~ s t  son, the 
resolute Yali&b-Kh5n, was gen~1':rllv considered to be tlie heir to  the 
tllrone of Afghilnistin. Inderd, he ;njoyrcl t,llese rights u p  to  December 
1 ~ 7 3 .  But about t h : ~ t  time Shir-Ali, acting under t he  influence of his 
fnvourite wife, announced tha t  the young Abdulla-Jhn wuuld be his suc- 
cessor. 

[I)r. Tav6rski  here enters upon s disquisition a.g t o  the  various means adopted by 
Abdnlla-Jhn's mother to  remove YekGb-ICbkn out of her own son's way.] 

(Text resumed.) 

Meanwhile Yak&l~ Khiin's party of a d h e r ~ n t ~ s  was not asleep, for it. 
mtlrl;etl up a s t rong agitation against the Amir, nor clicl i t  lose sight of 
the Prince Abdull:~.Jin,  until a t  length, in Aacns t  1878, i t  snccredrd 
in elfecati~~g its purpose. I have certain grounds for the asserttion that 
the clr:~tll of ALtlulln-J6n was the result of poisoning by means of some 
sort of cor ros iv~  mixture. 

The extraordinary occiirrenccbs a t  Kiilj~ll towards the close of 1878 
i~ssistecl in br ingi t~g  about Yalrlib-Khiin's release, ant1 when he became 
E ~ P P ,  he also bemmne strong. It is i ~ ~ t r l l i ~ i l , l r ,  tl~erefore, tha t  tlie p a ~ t y  
of the ~ r n i r ' s  fnvoi i r i t~  wife shonlcl fall int,o dejection ; but though i ts  
power was sl~al;en, i t  was Ear from being hrob-en, a d  i t  did not refrain 
from n f n r t h ~ r  contlict ; hut  now all i ts  efforts woul(1 be rrquirctl in ortlrr 
t ~ )  clefeat Yakill) Kli5n's cantlidature. It t l i~refore,  in t,he first ins tanc~,  
rn(lenvollre(l to defer the cloestion of the s~lccession to the throne, and so 
Afqhi t~ is tan ,  almost ilp to the death of Shir-Ali-Kho'n, was without any 
dttcl:1red Iieir t o  the tllrone. 

I t  becn~ne rvldsnt, ho~vever, that  the  party of the late Amir's favour- 
i te  wife must, a t  any  cost, advance its own candidate for tlie vacan t  
throne. 'lll~is then was the origin of tllo report tha t  was being sud(lpnly 
noised abroad tha t  S i r - 1  before his death, had acknowledged Mu-  
hnmmacl-Hi<him-Kh,il~ as his heir, for a t  the particular time this party 
bad no better candidate than he. 



Meanwhile, the p p u l a r  votes mere fa,r from being in  his favour. 
wily should they make Muha,mmad-Hishim-Klljll Amir ?" was the  

question asked in various circles of the Afgbin  population. " Was not 
his fat,her the enemy of the Amir Sliir-Ali-Khin ? And did he not do 
much h;l.rnl to our country ? And is he not now with the hated English ? 
Are there not more worthy candidates for the  throne than 1\4ullamrnad- 
H i s h i m - l i l ~ j n  ? Where are Yalrlib-ICllBn, Muhammad-IbrAhim-Khin, 
or even the late Amir's grand-son, Ahmad-Ali-KhLn? H e  a t  least has 
some r ight  to his grand-father's throne.') 

Bnt  of two of these pretenders, tlle follonring opinions might  GP heard. 
Muh:~mul~a,d-Ibrjhim-Klli~~, the eldest surviving son of t,he 1:tto Xmir, 
mas co~lsidered a simple man of a kindly disposition ; arid tllonoh t,he ? 
cornn~on people liked him, the Sirdirs held him to be unfit for tlie 
government of the conntry. And certainly 11e mas not possessed of any 
special degree of intelligellce nor of any striking qnalities. H e  was a 
quiet, silent man, thick-set and with a very ordinary expression of 
countenance. His  age appeared to be about 40. During the alitliences 
which Sllir-Ali gave to  the  members of t'he Russian nilission, and also 
dnriilg my private visits to  the Amir, I always found Mu11amma.d- 
~ b r i l i i l n - k l h n  standing by his father's side ; and though he usually 
l i~t~enet l  with very great attention to  what his father said, he scarcely 
ever ~it~t'ered a single word, and  Shir-Ali considered him to be of weak 
iutellect. 

As regards Ahmad-Ali-l-Ch611, the Amir's grand-son, only flattering 
opinions conld be heard, and Shir-Ali himself thought well of him. He 
had, therefore, a large yltrty of adl?erent,s, and the people, bearing in 
mind his F:xther's virtues, lookecl upon him with respect. 

" If .Ahlnad-Ali-Khrin were made Amir," said hluhninmacl-Din-Kliin, 
our respected Afqjor-Donto, to  me, " everybody molild bo satisfied.') 

Notwithstanding all this, the prevalent icler was t,lla,t the  late Amir 
had notnin:l ted as his successor Muhammad-HLshim-li hsn, 

On the 7th (1 9th) Fel)rua.ry, when the rumonrs n,Gout t,his selection 
mere espec-i:1lly persistent, I met, in the colirse of one of my visits t,o the 
Amir, a closed p;l8lnnquin in  which mas sitking Sliir-Ali's f:~.vo~rrit,e wife.* 
The same t1:l.y I saw a t  the Amir's resirl ence Sil-tlir Z~itiz-;1'Inhnrnmnd- 
KhAn. H e  wn.s in full-dress uniform, with l>l~~inecl helmet7, and 3 ribbon 
of some ortler across his shoulder. 

I t,h(:n 1e:l.rnt t,h;~t,, on this d;~.t,e, a military corincil hat1 lwt:n con\-end 
a t  the Lnin;il,'s ~xllace. 'l'he Counc3il was conil>osetl of BirclArs ant1 of 
tlie vnrions ~nilit:i,r,y chiefs, and the pnrl>ose for wllich i t  llnd been 
convenetl w:ls l.wofold, r!;:., tjo pa.ss an ol~inion o n  tJhe prase110 sl'a.te of 
a,Kairs, ;l>ntl t,o li(?nr the Amir's decision reg:~r(ling the srlc~cc:ssion t,o the 
throne. VTh(?n i t  w i~~s  a.nnonnc.ed tha t  the Amir's choice hat1 f'i~llt:n on 
Mrih:lmmntl-llisllim-Kllrin, and t,he opinion of those present was invit,c.d, 
tJhe rn:ljol-it,y gave its assent to this selectlion. 

" 1 cnnnot p r ~ t ~ l i d  t o  power in  AfgliinisMn," said t,lie L f t k ~ ~ c l b ,  
" since neither my father nor my grand-f:l.ther were Amirs. I have, there- 
f o r ~ ,  notllillg to  say against tho Amir's choice of Rlulinmmnd-Hiishim- 
Khin .  Slxaking generally, I must say tha t  I will join him who gets  
the upper hn,ncl." 

- 

Both tliis woman and the Aulir'm other wives occupied a eeparate house.-Aulhor. 



Sirdir Fniz-M~ihammacl-Khh spoke in t.he name sense, but  i t  was 
known tha t  they were both support~ers of I-Iisl~im-Z(liAn. 

A t  the same council i t  was t1ecitlc.d tha,t  the /,ninn't, and Sirdir  Faiz- 
h1uh:lmrn:ld-Khin should remain a t  t,heir re.q~ective posts until the new 
Alnir could makc! other arrangements. I t  was remarltable that of 
Yaklib-Khin no one present hacl anv recollection. It mas evident that 
t,hc A mir's sul~rt , ion of M ubarnmad-~iisll irn- I( h6n could not please 
Alrll~a1ninad-Ihl~al1irn-Kh6n, a.11d he h i n g  cni-ngod at the turn which 
atyairs had taken, swore a n  0~1th tha t  he would most certainly kill the 
L~c, i i~d!~ as the  prime mover i n  the  got-up revolr~tion. The ,Lui21d6, 
thei-efor~, who WAS inEormed of this  resol~~t ' ion,  adopted p r e c a ~ ~ t i o n a r ~  
measures against any  sudden attack on him on the  part  of I l rahim- 
.K hin's adherents. 

h hmad-Ali- l i  hin,  the  Amir's grand-son, is said to  have remarked : 
6 1 I have nothing t,o say ag:.ainst either of m y  uncles I br6him-KhCn or 
YakG\)-I< h i n  sacceeding t o  my gra,nd-father's t'hrone, but I will not 
consent t,o A'I11 ha.mmad-136s hiin-T< h611 being made Amir." 

l'htls he went over t o  l l l i h i i n -  1ih:in's pnrt,y. 
During the  two last days of S hir- Ali's life, I did not see aft his bed- 

side either his son or his grand-son, or the IAinclh, all of whom sat in 
tlieir own houses surrounded by armed retainers, for they all fearred 
t,o leave their onrn abodes lest they should rencler themsel\es open 
t,o reciprocal nt,t,acli. 'l'hus i t  had now become known tha t  as  soon 
a s  t,he Amir died, civil mar would certa.inly set in, for the chief actors 
had been indicated. It* mas also evident t ha t  the principal arena of 
this  strife would be Afghin-'l'urkistrin, and tha t  i ts  centre would be 
h.l:rzrir-i-Sharif'. 

M y  cert:iinty as regnrds this  kind of isqne of the state of things wag 
so strong t l l :~ t  when, durinr the  evening of' 7 th  (l!)th) IJelrnary, I 
heard tlre so~lnd  of' volleys and also of stray shots resounding in  various 
p :~ r t s  of the  cit.y, I thougilt t l ~ a t  the I ~ e g i l ~ n i n g  of the I,loody drama 
Ilitd set in. I3ut, on this occasion I was wrong, for these shots were 
the  outco~ne 01 super~tit , ious Leliel: ant1 not the reslit,ies of a revolu- 
tion. ' the fact is that  the  ib1ussulm:ins of Central Asia consider the 
month i y ~ f i l r  t,o l,e onlnrlcy, and so, when i t  comes to  an end, they 
express their j o y  by various noiseq, such as firing of guns, b e a ~ i n g  of 
drrlms, clarlging of met,uls, shouts, whistl111#, kc.,  &c. 

Having receiver1 inl-'ormation of the cli.;t,urbances which mere pra- 
paring a: M:~zdr-i-Sharif, ;ro(l uf the civil tha t  was i m m i n c ~ ~ t ,  
I r~al.ur:llly thought of m y  own position; for, of coarse, if a bloody 
d r ; ~ m n  should snl)ervene, I might rega1.11 my own sit,uiltion as tlle 
mordt. If, thc~refore, i i i f lue~~tial  natives could not g~iarnnt~ee 
t,llarnselves a g n i n ~ t  vario~ls iinf;~vonral)le contingencies, I, n foreigner, 
a k({//;rr.r, and a whilom m e m l ~ r r  of t l ~ e  liiissian h l~ss io t~ ,  which was held 
t o  be so gu1lt.y before the Al'phiins, collld not reckon on peace or ssfeLy 
in the rnltlst of warring part~es.  I migl~t,, moreover, feel npprelienslve 
concerning the deatll of the Amfr, or a t  least regarding the fact tha t  
I had not  beon able to  effect his cure. Tliis dread was the more 
in tens^, seeing that the native pllysicinns of the Amir would vary readily 
try to  transfer from their own shoalders to  any llcad the burden of the 
blame attending the unEortunate issue of t l ~ e  Amir's illness. 



Once let such an idea be started among,rst the  mass of the people, 
my positivn would become extremely critical, " for a w o r d  uever 

discriminates. " * Tl~e~s~fo re ,  on St11 (20th) February, the date  of t he  
Amirts death, I formed the rerolut,ion of intimating to  the L7~'ndh 
tha t  I illtended leaving for T i shk i~nd  a t  once. But  the f o l h v i n g  con- 
~ i d ~ r a t i o ~ ~ s  induced me to abandon m y  intention. I had been left  in  
Afghkoist&~ not only in  the capacity of the Amir's private physician, 
but in  the unofficial position oE Political Agent  of tlie Russian Govern- 
ment. Although I had not received any  formal instructiuos, ye t  1 
fel t  that  the verbal clirections wliicll had been given t o  me were 
as binding as any official order would have been. bvlien General 
Raz,4inoff left  me a t  l!fazir-i-Sl~arif, lie had ye t  another object i n  
view, but  t ha t  of ~x~al;iiiq me the  " resr-guard of the return in^ Krlssian 
Mission t o  AfghLuist511," and i t  was tha t  of placing me ln the post 
of Political Agent. Of course, he hacl so acted not because of llis own 
alarm, but uuder the direct orders of General I<aufniann. Thns, nolens- 
volell.~, I inust remain a t  J laz i r - i -Sh~r i f ,  and be the witness of all t h a t  
might take place when dislurbances arose. 

AIoa,nwhile, G h u l i ~ n -  Haidar-Icliin, an A~,sltui.ef,t one of the  Amir's 
aides-de-camp, in  speaking to me of the civil war which was about 
to  break out, advised me to lea,ve Afqhlinist&n as as possi1)le. 
" I t  wo~ilcl bo well," he saicl, ': if you Isere to  quit  b1aza1.-i-Sharif this  
very night [Stli (30th) February,] and if you encle:~vou~~ecl to  g e t  across 
the Amu-Uaria by llext inorniug, for great clisturLalices are t o  be 
anticipated a t  llaz6r-i-Shnri f." 

" But," said 1, "ill the approaching strife of the g~.ent and sn~a l l  folk 
for the inheritance of the .lmir, I shall take no kind of part, so t ha t  1 
shall only be a spectator of all t h ~ t  11apl)ens." 

" El1 l but you do ]lot a t  all kllow hf~l i i ins ,"  answered m y  former 
patient. " Believe me that, as soon :ts a s ~ n g l e  drop of blood appears, 
Afghkns cease to be men and 1)ecnme verib~ble wild l~easts, and a t  srlch 
a time they do not discern between the iilnoce~lt and the qwilty, arlcl 
spare nei ther tl-lemsel ves nor otllors. Tl'hen tlreir passions arc rousetl, 
they might make themselves very rlisaqrceaLle to  you without considcr- 
ing either what was riqht or fselinq a l~p~~oher~s ive  of the  ultiniate 
retribution tha t  would he exacted by the Russian Government." 

Although I, to a certckin extent, aql-eed with what he said, I felt  
that I must, for s time ;ltl least, remsln a t  Maz6r-i-Sharif. 

As soon as  Cfhulim- LI:~idar-I( h:ill ]lad gono awrcy, N&qir-I(hin came 
t o  me to say tha t  there was no rnore provender for the liorses. The 
fact was t h a t  ahen  the Lnz.(LbJr serval~t  went to  the forage ,.et,ores, 
which were alongside tile barracks of the Her&t cavalrv, and began lo 
take the usual amount allumcd for my horses, the drove him 
away, saying tha t  there Was now no Lri lzU;  t ha t  tlley would oheg 
nobody; tha t  tllcy were now their own masters, kc. ,  kc. TIle Lllilldb - * Jllstice, howover, requires me to 6n.y tllnt tlte AfghBna-tltoso Ccntrnl-Asinn 
bn~.harinnfl, as tho Englisll c :~ l l  tltcm--scc,ln d ~ r t  the pnrticular ti~tlc to be more noble- 
minded than were their Indinn sntl morccivili~rd ~~cighhours, lot. no AfghiLn e\,er R C C I I S C ~  ~ n e  
of I~rittg the calise of tlie Anlir's tic:~tli, wl~ilst t,I~e Anglo-lntlinn Prrsa repeatedly 11nd ener. 
getically dissolninatetl regartling nto this ubonti~~nble clrlu~r~~ty-Arlfhor. 

t The Avsbnreta are n Turki rnrn nf whiclt n cnnnidertlhle portion during the 
relgn of Nhdir-ShBh migrated from Persia to Afgh8nistan.-Author. 



then sent  to  the oeigl ibwring small town of Sliiribid for the pro. 
vender for  m y  horses. A t  7 P M. that  day the usual fitrra'sh * came to 
me b ~ ~ i n g i i l g  asheep, n f o t ~ ~ l ,  and some fuel, candles, kc., &c., butino fodder 
for the horses, and so the night  passed away. Tliat day 1 had again 
been attacked with a paroxysm of remittcnt fever. 

T h e  nes t  morning, as  soon as  we had go t  up, we heard various 
i tems of news, each more interesting and more important than the 
other. 

I n  t he  first place, the  following report was received regarding the 
events of the previous i l i g l~ t  :- 

On the evening of the 8 th  (20th) February, Muhammad-Il~riihim 
KllAn and  ~l imad-Ali-Z<hin loft Mazir-i-Sharif for Takhtapul, wl~ere 
they maJe an  a t tempt  to dram the  troops to  their side; but in this 
they did not succeed. I t  was evident then tha t  Faiz-Muhammad-K1iin 
1i:ld already securrd the  soldiery for Mu hammiid-Hiishim-ghin's party. 
The pretenders now had recourse t o  bribery, for they promised to give 
the  troops six months' yay in advance if they would espouse tlie cause 
of the son and grand-son of the late Amir. The soldiers were evidently 
willing t o  place themselves under M11l1ammad-Ibr~l1im-Kl16n's orders, 
bu t  when he t ~ g ; ~ n  to open his money cliests and to  calculate how much 
each lrian was to  receive, some one in  the  crowd c r i ~ d  out ,  " p l ~ ~ ~ i d e r ; ' )  - A 

aud immediatetly the t,rool)s threw themselves on the money, and begin 
t o  f ight  for the possession of i t  with the adherents of Mullammad- 
11)riil!im-Iihiin and of Ahmad-Ali-Khin. This affa.ir did not, it wassnid, 
g e t  as far  a s  loss of lilie, :1ltlloug11 several men received wounds. After 
tliis h2ul1arnm:1tl-111~~iliin1 I(11611 and Alirnad-Xli-Ichjn, with few 
adherents atld six cther boxes of treasure, fled from Takhtapul, and made 
fo r  I<:iLul the Tusnf-Dara gor6e. t  

The  L161.11(ill, who was immediat,ely informed of what had occurred 
a t  Taklitnpnl, a t  once sent off 120 Liorsen~en in pursuit of the fugitives, 
hoping t1i:it tlie six boxes of treasure might be taken from them. 

The  fugitives wcro ov~rta1ct:n I-lat same night  beyond the town of 
Shir i l ) id ,  but  the results were quite nnexpwtetl by ttie Luit~dh, for half 
of his horsemen tvcnt o v ~ r  to the side of the fugit,ives, wl~ilst  the rcnst 
had nothing else t,o do but tu rn  back, and tell the story of their own 
f a1 '1 ure. 

A t  the verv t,ime th:lt me were being told the particulars of this  
event, we liear(1 tlle souud of art,illery ( l i s~ l~a , rges  from the direction of 
Tnblltnpul. A t  3 A.M. on the 9 th  (P ls t )  k'el,rllnry, Mosin-Khan, wit,h 
whom the reader is alre:~rly a ~ ( ~ n s i n t e d ,  came t o  me to say tl~at, he had 
been sent try the Luiniib with orders th:l.t he mas to be const;~ntly w a r  us, 
so :ls to  secure us from insult;  that he was t o  look after the native guard, 
a t ~ d  t o  carry out  any of our wishes, kc., &c. Accordingly the 
A f g h i n  roood our qnart'ers \vas strenptliened, and t o  ca,ch 
soldier mas administeretl an  oath tha t  lie would protect the " IJrus" 
(Russians) from all injnry. Our mud-built resi(1ence then assomrd t h e  
character of a veritable fortress, altliough of i ts  investment by all enelny 

. - -. - . . -. . 

* A sort of Ste\~nrcl or Coir~il~iesxry.-Artlilor. 
t Tllis gorge runs due solrtlr of Tnkhtapul. Throughit lies the most direct ro:ld 

bctn-een blr~zir-i-S!iarif and I<oh-i-Mard. Thie route leaves to tl e left the Cllamharak, 
~ i ~ i l - K o t ~ l l ,  and Kare-Kotol pasnee, end in uauelly doptod by the flying pos~nl eervice 
from ~6bul.-A vthor. 



of its bornLnrdment there wcre no signs. Sentries were posted a t  all 
the entrances and exits ; and lilicwise at every angle hlosin-ILltin, too, 
at once the  position of R commandant, and his ~ e n e t r a t i n ~  voice 
Ilor~,rl us eXc~essivelg, for he wa.; consta.ritly callirlg- ant " 0 palrredar ! 
nnz,ii,+ (iaT1O(izlz hnl,urhacl! 0 Sa, i-Jii'tz, Chi Sllurnn ? ~ r / ~ w ~ z u d ?  Il t ja hianad ! 
, . St 9 A. M. Nassir-Kllan bl.ought me a t i  :~tronymous letter, 
w r i ~ t r n  in  the Persian chnrac~ter. I t s  unknown :~uillor itiforrned me 
that  t,llelqe 11;tci been blooclshed a t  Takhtapul, t h a t  thla troops there had 
refused to obev the Luiutib, and tlxtt, S i rd i r  Faiz-;\I nl~nmmad-I(11:in had 
beell removcd'frc>m the ntiii* of comtnarldai~t of tltt~ troops a t  'F:~l;hta- 
l)tll. F~ l r t l l r r  on the writer corroborated the epibode above narrated, 
;11]d concluded his letter with tlio assurance t h : ~ t  the Russians hat1 
n,bthing to fear, for  that, if any danger shoul(1 llwea1,en them, he, 
tllp \yrlter, ~voul(\  coma to t11~ aid of the " lhctor-SihiL ') with 300 o i  
his kinsmell, wlio mere in and abnut hlazir-i-Sliarif. 

Of corlrse 1 very much wished to  learn who was the  author of th i s  
letter, but all rnv enquiries led to no result. 

. l i ter  ~ o s i l ~ ~ ~ < h ~ n  had finished putting our quarters in  s coxnplcte 
state of defence, he came to  the  r o o ~ n  which I was occupying, and begin 
t o  converse apparently in a very quiet way with Zamaan-Bek ; in  fact 
just as if nothing unusual had happened. And when I questioned him 
regzrding what had t:~ken place a t  ihkht,apul, he feigned ignoraace. 
And he either really did not lillow, or he did not wish to  alarin us, and 
so I could get n o t h i ~ ~ g  out of him. 

" IVith tht, :tdvent of the Ltussiuns into Afghinistjn," said Nosin- 
Kh in ,  " a whole deluge of lnisfortunes ancl caln~nities has rained on our  
unhappy country. l ou came to A l  azir-i-Sliaril, and t11e LitiglCih S hir- 
Dil-Khan died ; you arrived at Kibul ,  and Abdulla-JLn, the heir to  the  
throne, died. And uow the Ainir-S:ihib himself is dead. l~esitlos 
all this, tile English have iuvnded our country, wbicli is falling to  
pieces. ) J  

Upon this  Zsmnan-Belr answered that  certainly one could not bu t  
notice a certain coincidence in these events ; but  if i,hd ltussians had not 
c o w  to Afgtirinist;in, the very snlne thillgs would have h:ippened. 

" All tlnh d q ~ e n d s  on God and the working of His  \Vill," remarked 
Zamann-Delr in conclusion of his observations. Alosin-li h6n fully speed 
with this concoluding rc~mark, but  he tlieli went on to enquire ~vhct~llor 
llussia rnor~lrl hell) the ~ l ' gh611s  in their s t ~ u g g l e  with the English, 
especially since t,lit? Amir-Sihib had died ? Would General Stolaitoff 
return to  Aigh:inist,tin, kc.  

Soon after this kl irza-3luhnmmad-Tish* came to  me. It thon transpirod 
tha t  he was the writer of the anonymous letter which I had received, lor 
tha t  vary ~ n o r n i l ~ g  he had heard, when he, was a t  the Laindb'a residence, of 
what hat1 t ;~lien l~luce the night before, and lie had a t  once inforlnetl 
me Ly letter. l n  addition to the news therein given, he now t ~ l d  me tha t  
tho 'l'aklltapul llroops had ac.kuowledged as  Amir ~Iuhammad-l-alt i tb- 
Khhn, whose J-ounged soil, Muhammad-lsa-Khln, they had a t  once -- - -- -- 

* M~rzn-Muhammad-T6sh wns a lchnnsnma attached to the Luc ~ d l ' ~  household. Ho 
also rnterod for the rnemherq of tho l t n s q i ~ n  Rli~uion. 'rho hlirzs, who is of tho Istallf 
tribe, has o lei-ge number of k i n ~ ~ n e n  both at h i s  nat~ve  place and at MRz6r- i . ~ l l xr l f .  
l l e  was very fond of the liussiitus, end at the time spokeu, as as afterwarde, he 
shewed them great service.-Author. 



mounted on an elephant, and brought from Mazlr-i-Sharif to Taklrtapul, 
whither, i t  seems, the Luinib  had gone. 

Soma time afterwards, the events of the day were thoroughly ex- 
plained, facts mere established, and the bloodshed at Takhtapul received a 
s t,rict,ly definite character. 

It turned out that  when Muhammad-Ibrihim-Khin and Ahmad- 
Ali-KhBn fled from Takhtapul, aportion of their adherents fled t o  Bklkh, 
which is distant from Takhtapul 15 versts (1 0 miles). There they related 
to the troops what had happened a t  Takhtapul, and then three of the bat- 
talions of infantry quartered a t  Bklkh, having declared for hluhammad- 
IhrBhim-Rhin, arrived a t  Takhtapul early on the morning of the 9th 
(?let)  Febru:~ry, and began to bombard it. The garrison of Takhtapul, not 
anticipating anything of the kind, were altogether cowed, and soon began 
to tight amongst themselves, whereupon the B6lkh troops effected an 
entmucc, and an indiscriminate slaughter took place. The adherents of 
BIuliammsd-Hishim-K11in slew those of Muhammad-Ibraliim-Khiin, 
whilst the troops who had declared for JIuhammad-Yakhb-Kh6n 
attacked both the warring sides. It now seemed as though there would 
be no end to the general chaos, when there came forward the aged but 
vigorous Sirclir ALdulla-Kliin, who arrested the bloodshed by clearly 
showing that  Muhammad-Hiishim-KhSn had no sort of right to 
s~icceecl to the  throne. His remarkable speech had its effect on many 
of I-I5shim-Khiin's adherents, and they abandoned his cause. 

Then the energetic widow of the Amir, not wishing to let the power 
slip from her liands, hastily sent off f ram Maz&r-i-Slrrarif to Tnkhtapul 
her own dangliter BiLi-JAn, and proposed that  she should be regente 
during the interregn7~m which 11ad arisen in tlie country. Of course o n  
account of Bibi-Jin's tender years, the real reyenfe would have been 
I I P ~  witlowed mother. Ba t  the troops jeeringly escorted the girl back, s ~ y -  
ing  that  the " administration of a country is not a woman's business. I > 

Thero t h ~ n  appeared upon the scene a candidate for the tlirone who 
previoubly l~acl been altogether unknown; this was the son of a ce r t~ in  
Sirtlir Zakarin-Khin. His candidature very nearly resulted in auotlier 
general scramble. B u t  a t  this time Naik-hlnhammarl-I<hLn, the late 
Arnir's cousin, summoned to Takhtapul Muhanlmad-lsn-IChin, Yaldb- 
Khhn's son, and proposed llim as tlie ruler of the CILclhcil-- Jlzliyat, and 
his f'atllcr Y:~lriib-ILhiin as Amir of AEgh5nistBn. 

" If you do not a p e  to this," said Naili-Muhammad-Khin, 
" Ynlclil)-l<l~,in mill take his revenge on you, seeing that  many ol: you have 
left your families at 1Cd11111, so tliat lie call kill your nearest relatives." 

ICitlier because of this threat, or because the troops generally were 
well-disposed towards YakGb-Khin, lie was ackoolvlcdgcd as Amir. 
~\ l t l iough the internecine slaughter was arrested (in which there had been 
killed one general of brigade, several officers, and many soldiers), the agita- 
tion was still not a t  an end. All were afraid of each othcr, ant1 only 
waited for a favourable opportunity to enter upon a fresh civil war. 

A t  this time a rumour reached me, which, I. was told, was very pre- 
valent amongst the soldiery and the ~ e o p l e  generally, viz., that  the Amir, 
hefore his hat11 had appointed hia executor, and had made the ~ r o m i s e  
tliat when I should leave AfghLnisthn I should take with me the family of 
his favourite wife, 



1 was surprised :it hear ing such a report ,  and eollld not 
conceive what i t  ~ n e a n t  ? The Amir  had promised tllat i n  t h e  event  

of his recovery mould give m e  a iakh of rupees ; b u t  h e  W ~ S  now dead, 
alld I had liot received one. I n  t11inl;irrg o \ ~ e r  t l ~ e  mal ter ,  I came 
to tile conclll~ioll t h a t  t h e  report m u s t  have been clisseminatcd 
by my enemies, t h e  late Ainir's 11:itive 1,hysiainns. Ulit why  they 
illtrodr~ceil t h e  l:lt,e Arnir's family in to  t h e  story, I could no t  a t  
all understand. I11 a n y  case, I now clearly saw t h a t  I could n o t  
reln:lill a t  hlax;ir-i-Sllarif ally longer, for it mas evident t h a t  I really 
shollld be slll~jected t o  seriolis unpleasaotncsses, if nu th ing  worse. 1 
thrrefore toltl l l o s i n - K h i n  t o  g o  t o  t h e  J.ni?ln'b i n  order t o  i n f o r ~ n  
h i l n  of 1ny illtention of qu i t t ing  Algh;inistAn f o r  T i shkand ,  a s  since 
~~~~i~ llatl dil?tl there  mas no longer a n y  necessity f o r  nie t o  relnain at 
I - i - S i r i .  I therefore requc?sted tlie Lyirrn'b t o  give m e  a11 escort 
alld t o  colLtluct m e  t o  t h e  frontiers of Ai'g11,inistrin ~ v i t h  Ilonour, a s  
became a, iue~nber  of t h e  Russia11 l l i ss ion,  antl a s  t h e  gues t  of t h e  Afgllrins. 

\\'hilst Mos in- I ih in  was a t  tho  ( I t ( i~zLb9s  q~ia r te r s  I made arrange-  
ment<, so t h a t  t l ~ e  Cossacks and  t h e  Jigits shorlltl gracl~lalljr a n d  m i t l r o ~ ~ t  

r 1  l ~ l ~ r r ~  be p repxed  for  our departure. Lhe pac.1~-horses \\-ere immediately 
satld'led, t l ~ e  riding horses were re-shod, and  our  t l i ings were pnc.lcec1 up. 
Alosin-I<h6n came back from tllo Lviwcib late t h e  saine evening, and 
informecl 111u t h a t  I slio1111-I be contlncted t o  t h o  frontiers wit11 Iloaour 
aster the  davs  of mourning fo r  tlio Anlir sliollld be over, b u t  t h a t  tlii.ee 
days had still  t o  run .  

" You need not l u  alnrmed, Doctor-Sihib," continued 34osin-Tihfin, 
" fo r  no t  tile slightest danwer tlirextens yon. r l l l~e  Laiqi(i'b Sd'hlb \\>ill d o  all 

b 
tlrat is necessary lor  you, lor  yower is  still in  liis hanrl.;." 

A l t l ~ o n g h  I was olligecl tjo I~elievo Rlosia-[i l i i j~,  1 was in  no nTny 
cornfortecl by liis assurances. And so t1i:tt niglit I Icel7t t h e  luck-Iiorses 
ready snddlcd. I n  t h e  outer court-yard, where our horses weye tetheretl, 
i n  atldition t o  thu Afghrin gnard, a body of J i g f t s  was cletniled. Jn  t h e  
inner court-ynrll, i. e., in  tliu quarters wliich I occul)ietl, a gr~nr<l of 
Cossnc1;s m:rs drawn up.  l l u t  1 m;rde n g ~ ~ e a t  mistnliu in  lea\ i~ lm t h e  

9 horses in  t h e  outer co~irt-yard,  and  th i s  nli.slal;u s ~ i b q e q u e f i t l ~  occasioned 
11s vcry g rea t  trorrlle. rl ' l le~e was, moreover, plcnty of l.oom ill illt, 
inner court-gnrtl for all t h e  horses, nnd h:~cl 1 Ilati ihcln  tctllcred there 
1 sho111tl not llnvu Leen p u n i ~ h c t l  for  illy n7:lnt of' i'nret houglrt. 

Aiohin-1Ch;in rernaincd t o  pass t h e  n igh t  in our qn:lrters, b u t  he did 
not g e t  t o  slucp for n loog t ime, bol.ing ns wi th  his cllatter abol1t tllis 
tjlllng and tll:it. I did not 11e:lr the  last  of his relnarlis, f o r  1 fell illto a 
t,roul,led slefhp. 

1)ering t h e  whole of t h e  niglit of t h e  1 0 t h  (?end)  and  l l t l l  (?nrd) 
Febrilary 1)illngina antl fi-htins n m n n ~ s t  t h e  s e ~ * r : ~ l  b[)dies of t roops  
i ~ t  31;1zkr-i-Sllnrif and  at Takl i tapl~l  were continued. In spite of tile 
fac t  t h a t  a choice of a new Amir  had been l l~ade,  t h a t  a L,rilldb 
and commsnder of t h e  troops in A S ~ l i f i n - T l n k i s t h  llud npyointe(l, 
cornplate snnrchy reigned on a11 sides. T h e  troops did as  tllaj. and 
plulltiered those commanders whom they did no t  like, a n d  of tllese 
\\.ere even killed t h e  rebel soldiery. Nor  was t h e  lamlessnrfis of tile 
A{fillhn troops confinrd t o   attack^ on their  own c(,mm;lnders ol. the  
adllereuts of t h e  rival parttias, for bot,ll Uel);~;lk~ and j ,  rvl,o had 



nothing t o  do with the  several political factions, mere the victims of 
the  ~ l u n d ~ r i n g  bands. The  same n ight  I myself nearly fell n victim to  
t h e   reva ailing military terror and lawlessness, for a n  attack, which 
was apparently prompted by a wish t o  plunder, mas made on our 
quai tars. This  is how the  disagreeable incident arose. 

About 2 A.M. a large band oot soldiers came t o  the northern gateway 
OF our quarters (the commander of our A f g h j n  guard said tha t  a whole 
hattalion o r  pnli.on mas there) and  tried t o  make i t s  may into the outer 
conrt-yard. The  hFgl16n guard at this  gate-way ref used t o  allow the 
r.litlers to  enter, and threatened t o  fire if they made the attempt, where- 
1lpo11 the  members of the  band began to abuse and  to  upbraid my 
clef'c+nders. 

" Shame npon yoil," they said, "for protecting Kdhrs (or unbelievers). 
Why do you let  slip the opportunity of vet t ing some spare rnppes for 
a n  evil (lay ? Pnjple s:ly t h a t  the late bm?r made over to  the  Russian 
tloctor all his treasure. L e t  you and  ourselves plunder him of this 
treasure." 

Bu t  my defenders would not yield to the  enticing suqgestion, 
decln1-ing t h a t  they had taken an  oath t o  defend their " Ltnssian guests." 

111 ,he  conversation went on for a lon: t ime between both sides, and 
ended i n  the  would-be p1unclerel.s going away without having secured 
any tllinq. 

Some t ime af ter  they had left, another band of raiders made its 
appearance a t  t h e  southern gate-&y. It also was refused admittance 
I)y the Afghjn  guard there stationed. The raiders then left with the 
t : i re :~t  thnt  tiley would reckon with the guard afterwards. These examples 
had, however, x very bad effect on  my clpfentlers, who I)egnn to  reason 
among tl~emselves t o  the  following effect. " To niglit every soldier 
is looliinz after himself, b11t we are not  ge t t ing  a single clreh.* Of 
conrse, wo are fools t o  defend a l i d j i r ,  and especially one who is possessecl 
or" so much money." A t  first such reasoners were in the minority, but 
i n  conrse of t ime the  advocates for plunder increased. " Let us go and 
plnncl~r  him ourselves " was at length tlie cry on all sides. Bu t  the 
commander of t he  guard, who had been a patient of mine, stood out 
against such an act. 

" You are contemplating a dishonourable act," he said to  those 
below him. " You liave taken an  oat11 to  protect the ' l)octlor-Sdhib' 
from all injury, and you must now fulfil your vow. Remember, too, 
t h a t  Inany of you have heen cured by the Doctor-SAliib free of charge. 
L)o not, therefore, be 1 1 n ~ r : ~ t e f u l  by doing him an  injury." 

U~lfortunately a t  this time news was received tha t  one of the bands, 
which had withdrawn frorn our cjuarters, 1i;~rl proccetlcd to the h ~ u s e s  of 
some of my defenders, and had plllagetl t l ~ e m  and insulted the inmates. 
This  icformation decided t h e  qliestion of the  at t :~ck on me. 

The traitorous Afghi i ls  had not sncccecled in breaking tlirougll the 
door leadinp from the  outer ~ o u r t - ~ ; r n l  to (.lie i nwr ,  before m y  caral)un- 
In'.vAi, fiasslr-l<h&n, had come and warned us of what was about to  take 
place. My first disposition rvas t o  collect :111 my Cossarks Gehind the 
walls near the  inner gate-way, and since all their rifles were loaded, they 
only awaited the order from me t o  open fire. 
-- - 

*A chekcr or chokh is a copper coin of 111most nominnl va111o.-Atclhor. 



Just as Nassir-Kh&n came t o  us, Mosin-Khin go t  u p  hastily from 
his bed, seized his poshteen, took a hurried glance a t  his revolver, and 

headlong from the  room. Whilst Nassir-Khin mas relating t o  
Znmaan-Bek the details of the projected at tark on us, I summoned the  
sergeant of Cossacks and some of his men, and having opened the  leathern 
bags contaiuinq the  money, divided i t  off into 10 parts, g iv ing  t o  each 
ma.n a part. 'l1l1e sum thus dealt with amounted to  about 1,000 rupees 
in  BulrhCran silver coin. I kept mith me about 4<00 rupees more i n  
Afgh6n silver. 

Whilst  I was engaged i n  this operation, 3~osin-1~1i6n entered t h e  
room, and  asked me to  give him some money. 

On my enquiring why lle did so, he  nervously replied : 
"I want  t o  give it t o  the soldiers of the Afgh in  guard. They 
wish t o  attack you, and  so it will be best t o  give them some . . 
money." 

'' B u t  yesterday you assured me there was no danger," said I to  Mosin- 
Kh in .  " But, Doctor-Sdhib, you see this is no ordlnnry time. W h a t  
was impossible yesterday is perfectly possible to-day. Don't forget t h a t  
you are i n  Afghfinistin." 

Now before Mosin-Khin had asked me for any  money, it had 
entered xny head to  offer a certain sum t o  the mutineers. I therefore 
no longer opposed what  he demanded ; indeed, there mas no t ime 
to  do so. 

" How much do  you require," ? I asked. " Give me 300 rupees " 
mas his answer. 

I then qavp him 400 rupees, mith an  orcler tha t  IIP n7ns riot to give i t  
t o  the t ,rai~ors all a t  once, but  to  offer tliem first of all a less amount, say 
200 rripees. I also g:lve hirrl gcncral instructions as to making the best 
terms he could wit11 them. 

I had not succeeded in  counting out the 4s00 rupees before Nassir- 
Khiin rusl~ecl into the room and announcetl tliat the Afghins had broken 
tlirongh tho s ~ n t r y  who was l~ l~~cec l  at the gate whicll lecl from the 
onter court-yard to the ceutre one, ant1 tha t  they llad reaclied the  gates 
~c?p:wating the corritior of olir qr~arters from the court-yard. H e  
f ~ ~ r t l l e r  st,nt,ed that they had got  l~o~ses s ion  of our riding and pack- 
horses. Our situ:ttion seemetl now to be very c r i t i t ~ ~ l .  Provided t l ~ e  
at1:tcking party were to cousi.;t of' only 60 men, our 12 Cossacks, armed 
wiLli 12 I3ertlan rilles, would be qnite suficient to  engage thorn ;* but  I 
Al t l  not wish to yroceetl to extremities until the very last rnotnent. A t  
tlia y;irticul:rr timu i t  was tlie more necessary to  avoid doing so, seeing 
tha t  t . 1 ~  wliole city mas fillad with sohliers, who were robbing everybody 
and e ~ e r y t ~ h i a g  they coald. The sound of ritlc-volli*~-s \vould be srlre 
t o  nt,t,rnct crowds of itllrrs, silt1 i t  was qnite certain tha t  tlley would 
join the number of those who were desiro~ls of i ~ t t a c l i i n ~  11s. Thus, 
the number of prople wlrom we should have to eng:lge lllight gro\v to  
imineasurable proportions. I n  this way the " gruel might boil over, 
and v-u should then not be aljle to eat i t  with a, spoon." Ullder sllch 
c imnm~tanres  I decided upon coming to terms with the raiders by 
1 ~ 1 . i l ) i n ~  them off. 
-- 

* Tl~cre were at Iiribnl scvernl Afgh611 regimcmts arlnctl 11,itll brcccb-lolhders, but thore 
in the Chulrdr- W~luyat were equipped w ~ t k  muzzle-loaders o1lly.-~uthor. 



Haring received tho itipnlated slim, llosin-lCllbn, aceompaniad by 
Nassir-I(hrin, Illuhilrnm.icl-l~in-IiI16n, and several of oclr servants issued 
for th from the  inner (*o~u.t-pard. As tlley mere so loua in  coming bilCk, 
and as I was weary of' \\.siting, I went out  of our room into the inner 
court-yard. Beyon? t!ia outorr wall yroceerled noise and disorclerly 
shouts. 0cc:~sioaally I coul(l hrar  blosin-Khgn's indistinct expos- 
tulation, but his voice seemed to  1,e altnost tlro\vned amidst bhe shoutinn 

9 of the  crowtl. All a t  once the liigllt air  resouniled with the report ot 
two shots, and bullets wl~istlctl ttirough the guarle(1 bl.anches of' tile 
rlli~lar trees. Somet hillg ullexp1,~inecl and apparently very dangerous 
was taking pl ,~ce belr i~l l  tlle wall. 13y tltbg~acs, however, tlie noise 
(*eased, the  sound of the voices died a\lray, an(1 then hlosin-Khin came 
t o  me t o  say tha t  the mutineurs had ;~gruud to come to terms for 
the  sum of 4UO rupees. 

From what  N i~ss i r - I i l~ in  to111 m e  it seems tha t  i~nmedia te l .~  t h e  
p i r t y  with the money made their al)ppnranr.e, two A f ' g h a ~ ~ s  of the 
guard fired a t  Mosin-Iihan; Lut sq they ilitl so, the cornm,~nci,r of 
t he  gliard s t r ~ c l c  t he  weallolls on tire butt, and the bullets flew over 
3losiu-Khiin's head, wherenl~on tho co~nmnnrler of tlie guard began 
to urge the  soldiers not  to  (lo ;~nythinq-  clisl~ouonrnLle by killlng the 
Eussinns. The  answer t o  this  advice was : " l \ ' h a t  sort  of counsel is 

9 ,  r I *  this  ? Away with l ~ i t n  ! 1 ~ t  11s a(1mrrce. l n a  commander of tlia qliard 
l~ereupon received some cuSfs from 11;s sul>ordin-~teq, but he still cont~~nned 
t o  bew tlmn t o  desist f rom their sensc.lt~ss intention.* " I t  will be 
batter:' said he, " to  taka from trlie Ittlisi:~ns tlleir money an(l to leave 
tliem alone. Of' what use nrill i t  I)e to you to  1i11I them ; nltliougli tlicy 
are h'ci/ira, they  are nevertheless ollr g:.ue\t-;." A t  this  juncture AIosin- 
K h i n  offered to  treat with them for a certain sum of money, wlierer~pon 
the  soldiers tlemantled :!,OOO rupees. Rlosin- IC hgn then otl'ered them 
200, but they would not hear of it. Mosin- l ih i t~  now raised his oi'for 
t o  SOU rupees, ljeyond which he said he wo111d not advnncle a single 
cllekn. 'l'he noise t here~cpon was renewcrl, the soldiers decl,lring tha t  
they could not consent to so trifling LIII amount,, n ~ l d  l r o ~ n  threats they 
proceeded to  action. Ant1 now i \ los i~~-Kl l in  thonglit of the followiog 
stratagem, which t h o ~ o u ~ l i l y  ~u ( .~eeded .  I l n r iug  htJat,etl tha t  the  Itu;sia~ls 
had not more than 31)0 I.liyees, he ob;c~rvcrl tha t  to this amount lie collltl 
acld 30 rupees of his own, and that  he wo111cl give i t  for the 1)enefit of' the 
soldiers. i I e  then ,z.;l;erl J I n l ~ ; ~ r n m , z ~ l - D i n - l i h i i t ~  ant1 myself to m:~l<e up 
the balance between us. I n  this: w:~y he pretentle(1 t,o raise tho tot:~l 
amount  u p  to 4~10 rupees ; but, as we! kliew, you hail alrtjady give11 hiln 
precisely tha t  sum. Unt still the solgliers wo~ilcl not agree to the oll'er, 
and said they would r e  in the i lw~r. Then the commander of tlre 
p a r d  nFairl began to  argue with thern, saying, " Of what lire is i t  yullr 
plnndenng the  Itussians when they oflbr to  ~ i v e  you :111 they have ? 
B u t  llave a care ! If you really wish to  kill them, you may not p r h a p s  

seeing tha t  behind t l ~ e  walls there are 12 armed men, whose 
weapons can give for th 20 shots during the time tha t  yonrs can only 
fire one, Thillk well of what you are doing . . . ; yo11 will find it 
best to  take the  money.'' 
-- 

-- 
a Naasir-Ktlhn expl.essc(l tile ollinion tllat t l ~ i e  c o o ~ - ~ l c ~ ~ t l ~ ' t l  corn~nrrrlcter of tllc ~na1.11 saved 

the whole ; for  i f  t,, tile abuse he 11s~l trr~stverc-tl H it11 abuse, alld to blow wit11 

another, blood would certainly hove been elled.-Author. 



Jfosin-Khin now began to  persuade the mutinous soldiery to spare 
the Russians. " Better kill me," he saicl, " but  do not interfere with our  
guests." H e  then even h e p n  to  weep. Jlnhammad-Din-Kh6n also 
spolie to the same effect. He, moreover, tllreatened the rehels with 
ptlnishment on behalf of the recently elected Amir. The  simple-minded 
soltliers were thus tallied into agreeing to  take the sum wllicll had been 
offered them. They really believed tlxlt we liad no more money. More- 
over, the prospect of a closer acqnaintance wit11 our Berdans considerably 
cooled their ~var l i l~e  artlour. As soon as tlle inoney had been made 
over to tho solcliers, and they had divided i t  amongst them, I demanded 
that our horses shculd Ge b rouc l~ t  into the inner court-yard. Nassir- 
K h j ,  went to  convey this tlernand to  the AFghAns, but  returned almost 
imlnediately, saying tha t  they ~voulil not allow the animals to  be removed 
from the outer court-gard, their reason for refusing being tha t  no fur ther  
danger threatened either ourselves or our l~ ro l~e r ty .  Bu t  as I had but  a 
poor opinioll of native custodians, 1 adhered to  11ly demand. 

" Leave the horses in  the outer co1u.t-yard, Doctor-Sdhth," said Mosin- 
K h j n  to me ; " for if the soltliers have pron~ised to restore them, they will 
carry out thr i r  promises. TI', on the contrary, they wish t o  do you any  
injury, i t  will not matter where the horses are. YOU can do nothing 
ag:liil~t, such a lot oE men, who can at least starve you out, if they desire 
to  do so.') 

I still thonyht  otherwise, and I reflected that,  if the worst came to  the  
worst, we could brealc d o ~ v o  s portion of the wall, and having mounted 
our horses could save oursel\.~s 1,y flight. 1 therefore agaln gave the  
order tha t  the horses were t o  be brought insidu a t  any cost. Nut m y  
instructions relanilled a dead letter, for, al'tc:r a lapse of from 15 to  20 
miniites, Nassir-l<h;in reappeared witjhout having effected the  desired 
result. I now Lecaine almost beside lnysell' with anger, and I said many 
unpleasant things to Mosin-Kkin and to Na,ssir- li hhn, reproaching t h e ~ n  
with folly and with undue hmtu i ! ~  having given the money to  the  
Aigh5n s. 

" You should not have given i t  to them 1)erore they had restored the  
horses," I angrily observed. Of course, \vlieu I said tllis, I forgot t ha t  
for this turn in affairs I w , ~ s  the sole r~lsponsible person, bccnuse I had 
foolisllly I~ i ' t  tho horses in t h ~  outer court-yard. lInd they placed 
in the inner court-yard in the first, in>t,:lucr, in all l)rolability we should 
not hxve lound ourselves in  such a. difficult position. I-lv degrees the 
matt,er cle;tred itself Up, for the llorsus were brought in j[ter all, and 
thcrl I Lrenthed 1nore freely. 

Onu L;~t,talion of our l'urkist5n Rilles woilld quit0 to 
reduce to dust the entire town and tlie " terrililuJ' fort, of rPalilltapul 1 
B u t  1~11:lt could 10 Cossacks do ? Agyainst our will we had had to pay. 
. . l lut  i t  was to  be Seared tha t  such payments were not yet  over. It 
migllt l~nllpen tha t  another Land of plunderers would also demand a ran- 
som. IVIlere, then, would there be all  end to  such payments? lve had 
not more than 1,000  TOIL^^^ of Government money, and Zamaan-Bek and 
I had another 400 ~ o u l l e s  between us. It might so  happan, therefore, 
that at  1:ut wve should have nothing lef t  wherewith t o  pay, ~t thus 
became still more apparent tha t  Lve must at once quit  Afghhis t in .  This 
I decided to do. 



Accordinglv a t  6 4 . x  the  n e ~ t  morning 1 sent to the Luina'h a l e t t : ~ ~  
wltitten by ~ ; , i a a n - ~ e l t ,  in  which I demandad from him asuitablu esco!t 
t o  nccbompany us. to  the  A mu-Daria. 

" If you do not a(-cede to  this demand," ran the letter, "and do nclt 
return a n  answer by 10 o'clock to-day, I \\rill leave the place without an 
escort. S houl.1 anv evil behl l  us, both t ha Al'g haa government and 
t ha Llrindi,, 6 husb- llil- l ih in ,  in  particul:~r, \vdl be held responsille 
Iluasia. 'l'he 1lussi:~n government will not del .1~ t o  take the neeessaly 
measures t o  secure t h e  snfety of i t s  subjecats and of i t s  envoys witilin ttle 
limits of Afgl l in i~ t in ."  This letter . \ I  i~ z:t-Jluha~nmad-])in offered to 
deliver, and the  khcL't~sarnah, 31 irza-lluhammsd-l1sis1~, also promised to 
tell his malster about what  had happened t o  us  during the previous 
night.  Mobin-KhAn, too, informed me tha t  he wxs about to go to the 
L I L Z ) ~ ~ ~ ,  and s3 all our Afghin  protectors left  us, and we remained 
alone. 

A t  Y o'clock tha t  morning rulnours of the riots made by the Af rh in  
soldiery on the previous night  reLtched most irnproL;11)1~ dimensions. 'I'hus 
i t  mas asserted tha t  200 of tilt, / , ~ ~ i ? ~ ~ i b ' s  l7e1-sonal escort had att,acl;ed his 
residence, plvndered him of everything, and then decamped with their 
booty to Takhtapul. After this  the L~r~n/ ib  was said to havu hidden 
l~imself,  but  his w herea1)outs had not yet become known. It was also 
stated tha t  S ~ r d i r  Paiz-R'luhammzd-Khzin had been plundered, and some 
said he had been ltilled. 

U p  to this  particular time neither 14ulia1nmad-l)in-K11in, nor ZIIosin- 
Kh,in, nor Ainhalnmad-'l'ish had yet returned to  me, and I therefore had 
doubts a s  t o  whether m y  letter had reached its addressee or not. I n  any 
case I liept the  horses ready srtddled and the Cossacks under arms, four 
Inen being constantly on sentry duty. 

3losin-Kh:in returned af te r  8 o'clock, bu t  to  all my questions he 
returr~ed evasive answers. About the Lt~i,~ciB he did not say a word in  
spite of m y  encluiries, but i t  was evident t l l n t  he list1 not seen him. I n  
the  name, however, of' tho Lc~indb, lie announced t1i;lt the time for our 
dept~rture from J1;~zSr-i-ShariE had been arranged for 1 0 o'clock that  
night. I prote5tucl a p i n s t  such a late hour, for  i t  seemed to me more 
practicable t o  get away froin the  place during the  day. I"or then, thought  
I, every dnnger wl1il.h could thre:~ten us woulcl he secAn the more clearly, 
whilst at niglit ever1 a triflinq alarm miqlit be taken for a serious d:~nger. 
Bu t  Nlosin-I(l1zin held t,o his own opinion. " I t  will Lt1 d:~ngerous to  leave 
in the day," he rupea t~d ,  " whilst at n ich t  me can ge t  away from tlie 
c i ty  unperceived. Xow sncll a time llns set in tlrnt, even I, a n  Afgliin, 
can only appear a t  great risk in  the streets of the city." 

Of course against such a reason there mas no use my bringing 
anyth ing  forward, and so I had to agree with Mosin-Khan on this 
occasion. 

" Don't be uneasy, Doctor-SdAil,'' continued he, " for  we mill get 
you out of the place in saEety. Have contidance in me, f ~r as long as I 
live not the  slightest dnnger threatens you. If ,  hovvever, I a m  killed, 1 
do not  know what will befall you." 

But I mas very sceptical regarding Mosin-Khin's assurances, because 
I was of opinion tha t  d a n g ~ r  threatened him quite as much as  i t  (lid US. 

Indeed, whilst they, under the worst circumstances, could o111y rob us of 



we possessed, they were much more likely to  kill him out- 
right. They had, in fact, told us that  a portion of the Afgbin  guard 
at,tached to our quarters was very irritated with Mosin-Khin on account 
of his harsh demeanour towards them, ancl of course a repol% of this 
kind was not altogether destitute of foundation. And hew 1 must 
observe that  only Mosin Khin ,  but all AfghBn officials, whether mili- 
tary or civil, are very harsh towards their subordinates. I was myself 
a rnitness as to how the Knmndb, I\Iirza-3~~11ammad-Hassan-I(hin, one 
of the nlost mild and humane of AfghLn military chiefs, would beat his 
subordinates with his own hand. It was clear, therefore, tha t  Afghgn 
soldiers could not entertain tender feelings towards their chiefs, and that  
they would, when the chance presented itself, deal with them in  their own 
way ; a knife thrust in the side, and there was an  end of the business. 

After Mosin-Khinys return, they informed me of the arrival of 
Sirdir  ,4bdulla-Khin. I expected that  he would come to  my room, but  
he confined ]]is visit to  a stay of 'a few minutes' duration in the outer 
court-yard, talking. to the Afgbln guard, and thanking the soldiers for 
their faithful service (?) and for the self-denial (!) with which they 
defended the (' Doctor-Sa'lliD." H e  further promised them a money 
reward, and after this he went off to Takhtapul. His visit to tha t  place 
was for the express purpose of bringing to hlazb-i-Sbarif Muhammad- 
Isa-KhBn, the newly elected ruler of the Challh- 7YiZbyat. 

A t  9 o'clock Sirdgr Nailc-~4uharnmad-I<11Bn, the deceased Amir's 
cousin, came to me. H e  is a small and very spare man with a very 
expressive countenance. It mas evident from his appearance that  he 
had not slept for several nights in succession, for round his eyes were 
traceable dark rings ; his eye-lids too were swollen, and his eyes had a 
glass-like glaze. His age appeared to be about 28. He had been 
appointed Commander-in-Chief of all the troops stationed in the Chain',.- 
TYil(i?/nt, and during Shir-As's lifetime he was commander of the Amir's 
personal escort. 

After thc usual inlercllange of salutations, the Sirdiir informed me 
that he had received my letter addressed to  the Luijzcib, and tha t  i ts  
content had lmined them all very much. 

" MTe did not snppose that  anything of the kind could happen to, or 
thnt at such a time you should suppose me could forget even the  
existence of, '' our dear guests.'' Tl1e Amir's death, the ceremonies 
attending his burial," the election of n new Amir had quite taken u p  
our thoughts. I do not wish to justify ourselves, for me arc to  blame 
in  th:tt you shonld have expcrienced such unpleasantness. Rut now no 
onp will lift a finger against you. All the soldiers have promised not to 
interfere wit11 you in any way." 

He then informed me lhs t  RTilhammnd-Yakiib-T(hdn llod been 
elected Amir of Afgliinistin, and Iris son, Muhammad-Isa-Khin, was 
cbosen to 1)e thc ruler of Afghin-TurkistGn. 

At, the close of our short conversation, Sirdjr  Naik-Muhammadl 
Kh6n declared that he would do all in his power t o  escort us out of 
-- 

* Tho Amir S h i r - A l i ' ~  body recoived, as though in secret, a very modest burial. 
tomb lies near thnt of the saint whose place of sepulchre give8 i ts  name to the 

city. o n  the tomb 1 1 ~ ~  heen plncetl n mnrblo slab with tho inscdption-" Here lie the 
ashes of Shir-Ali.Kh&n, Amir of Afghiulstan."-Author. 



the citly safely and " with honour." On my enquiring rvhd time h d  
been fixed for our departure, he indicated tlre same night, i e . ,  2 or 3 
hours after the sun had set." When I asked why our departure from 
MazLr-i-Shztrif had been arranged for the night, he answered that it 
would be better so. I then expressed a doubt on the subject, whereupon 
he remarlced, #' Although there now exists recognised authority, order 
is far from being re-established, so that  unpleasantness is to be appre- 
hended, should troops be met with on the road. " It mas evident that 
the Sirdiir had contradicted hin~self, for, only a short time before, he 
llad said that  the soldiers had given a promise not to touch us, and now 
lle admitted that  there mas apprehension lest the same persons should 
cause us some unpleasantness. The Sirdrir's contradictory statement 
was the best testimony as to the degree of intensity of the dread inspired 
by the actions of the riotous soldiery. It was also a clear proof that over 
the Afgh6n authorities there hung a t  the unbridled will of these rioters 
a veritable sword of Damocles. I had however, 01 course, to consent to 
Naik-hluliamn~ad-Khin's arrangements relative to  the time fixed for 
our departure from the city. After this he tool< his leave, promising 
that  he would come again that  evening before we set out on our 
journey. 

Soon d t e r aa rd s  Eilirza-Muhammacl-Din-Ian returned, stating that 
he had found out where the L l ~ i l ~ ~ l h  K hush-Dil-Iihirl mas, viz., in  the 
house of Naik-Muhammad-Khjn, w h e r ~  also was Aluhammad-Hishim- 
Khin .  On  receipt of my letter, the Lzl;~2~i6 had expressed a wish to reply 
t o  it; but Nail;-Muhammad-IChSn decitlecl t o  speak to  me in person as 
far as might be necessary, and so he immeclizbtely came to  me for the 
purpose. The Lzlincih and Mnhammad-H6shim-Ii116n had been arrested. 

Meanwhile in the city there alinost molnentarily resounded gllll- 

shots, and sometimes volleys. It was 1~ainEnl for us to sit within the 
four walls of our quarters when all around there mere Ioornirlg the 
shadon~s of violence and of d2ath. It is true that the comm:~ntle~. of 
the Afghin guard assured me that now me had nothi;lg lo  11~)~1.~1letld, 
as he would protect us from all plunderers ; but a f t ~ r  tho occurrences of 
tlie Previo~~s nizht, I did not place much crctlence on his words. 

llhout 11 o'clock there came t o  me a ZIiji of the Avshir tribe who 
had been r patient of mine. IIe had long reroveretl of his illness, but he 
hac1 since been in the hahit of visitin? me from time to time. After 
tire usual ioterclmnge of salutations, he 1)egnn t o  pacify me by 
the assurance that nothing now tlireat~ned my personal safety, for that 
if, in the city, great disorder had t n l i r n  place, such was ordinarily the 
case in Afcrh5nistin on the cleath of an Amir and until his successor 
had been chosen. 

He then repeated several times : " Now no one will lift a finger 
against you. " He sat with me for some minutes, talking the while 
great rubbish. 1Ie then took his departure, having received the powders 
which I had prepared for him ; for, although a t  this particular time he 
was in good health, he had had jaundice (icterus), and so on the occasion 
of every visit he would ask me to  give him some medicine, adding " the 
Doctor-(S'lLib is going to leave us to-day. 'I 

A t  this time Zamaan-Deli was sutfering from a paroxysm of remit- 
tent fever-a fact which was not, perhaps, to be wondered at. I myself 



had a bad headache, and I was therefore apprehensive of a like atlack, 
cspgcially as it  w ; ~ s  ~ l l e  third day since the forrner attack bad left me. 
Tllat morning, however, I h2rl taken 10 grains of mnliato of quiililrp, a, 

dose wllich would, to a certain extent, guarantee me from a renewal of the 
paroxysm. As I had .esreely slept a t  all for two nights, 1 in tclldrrl t o  
rnalie u p  for the deficiency of rest an that  occasion, but sleep pmvrd to  
be an irrecnncllal,le enemy. It is said that so1diel.s soinei,in~es sleep 
with bullets t i J  ing all about them. Now, of course, there is much in lhe 
force of hahit, but I very likely should not have slept under any such 
circnmstances. 

Here Nassir-KhBn came to me to say that the horses \voulcl this day 
have t o  remain liu11g:rry, Lec~iise hc hucl only m:lnaged to 1)ick up a small 
cluantity of samau (chop1)ed maize stalks). This surprihillg m.in had 
endeavoured to procLrre solnc barley, but  a sad inisfol-tune had befallen 
hiln iu his attempt to do SO. IIe 1 ~ ~ 1 1  p1ac;tl a sack of i t  on an ass's buck, 
and was leading the al~imttl along, when he met a body of Afgldu 
soldiers. 

I' What  ar t  thou carrying ? " grufAy cried out one of the soldiers. 
'< Barlej, Sa'llsh, " meekly answered Nassir-Khin. 
'' For whom and wllitjher ?" 
" The Docator-SdIlh and to his clu ,rters. " 
The Afgliin then seized the ass by one of its lung ears, and dragged 

it to one side of the road. 
" Scilaib, don't drag the animal i n  tha t  direction ; this is the way I 

want to go, " exclaimed Nassir-Khin. 
H e  had, however, t o  quickly hold his tongue, for the  soldiers began 

to belabour him with the butt ends of their muskets. 
H e  managed t o  buy somewhere or another a little bread for 

the Cossacks, but  he could get neither a sheep, nor a fowl, nor 
milk, nor butter. A t  6 o'clock that evening ihe ever-present Mirzil- 
Muhammad-Tish prepared for us a pilau. If he had not done so, 
we should have had to  p :~ss  artother day on the food of St .  Anthony. 
Involuntarily the tBou,oht, occurred to us regard~ng what they were 
doing in Russia a t  tlils time. There during the same seasou, even 
in the poorest houses, an(! a m o n g s ~  the most humble families, there 
was an abundance of everytl~ing to eat and drinli, seeing i t  was 
Saturday in Shrove Week. There they would have pancakes and 
dainties of every kind, but with us the season of Lent had apparently 
begun. 

Having nothing else to  do, I went for about the hundredth time to  
look a t  the horses. Two days short cornnlons had apparently had no 
effect on them; for, during our stay a t  Mazir-i-Sharif, they had become 
so fat and lusty, that  they could stand a certain amount of starvation 
without showing its effects. 

Meanwhile there was positively nothing to be done, and the having 
to wait for our departure was especially wearisome. I never hoped to  
ge t  away from the place in safety in spite of the assurances that  there 
was no danger on tlle part of the few Afq11Sns who still shewed tllat 
they had any friendship for us left. T t  may Le that, I ciiscrcclited their 
~tatements,  because tl1c.y were so profnsr. 1 \ l~nn\ \ - l r i l~  f r ~ s l l  rurr10111.s 
of civil war continued to reach illy cars. 'I'il~s i t  was  lid that tile 



Zuindh was being sent under a guard to Takhtapul, where he was 
to  be kept in close confinement, whilst his house was given over t o  
pillage. 

St 2-30 P. M. gun-shots mere again heard. 
Soon afterwards cannons were fired off just outside the very malls of 

our quarters, and in the direction of the city an  undefined sort of noise 
and crying resounded. 

Jus t  a t  this time 1 had settled myself down to drink tea, but, on 
hearing some shots fired, I rushed to the door. A t  the wall I saw the 
Cossacks with their rifles a t  the "ready," and their eyes flashing like 
hot coals. " What  sort of people are these Afghbs , "  1 joking!y 
observed to  the Cossacks ; "they will not allow one to drink one's tea In 
peace! " This joke evidently encouraged the Cossacks, for some of' 
them smiled. 

" Day-kikna babasAnd, clay-&Aha babashad, Doctor-Sdhib ! "  
shouted out Nassir-Khiin, though I had scarcely left the door. He 
was standing with a group of his own people a t  the gate leading 
from the inner court-yard into the one beyond. It now seemed to me 
that  the eyes of his men flashed in the same way as did those of the 
Cossacks. 

" What  is going on there ? " enquired I of Mosin-Khin in Russian, 
forg?tting, for the moment, that he could not understand a single word 
I sald. 

I n  answer to my exclamat'ion, he only waved his hand repeatedly 
in the direction of my room. 

I slowly withdrew, not knowing what was going on outside the 
walls of our quarters. 

Some minutes afterwards i t  was reporter1 that the LuindbJs house 
was being plundered of everything i t  contained, even to the mattiug on 
the floors, as Muhammad-T6sh informed us. 

'' It is x i o t l ~ i n ~ ;  don't be alarmed, " cried out one of the Afghiin 
sentries, " they are plundering the Luinci6's house ! " 

The musket shots which I had heard at 2 P . M .  came from the 
firing of two distinct bands of plunderers, for both HerAt and Bjbul 
cavalry troopers, after pillaging the LniadhJs quarters, began to qua~-rel 
amongst themselves for the spoil, and so there arose a general fight.  At 
the same time, too, the house of the M~~stufu, or collector of taxes, was 
also given over to  pillage. 

Hearing that  a fresh outburst of civil mar hat1 taken place, 
~ ~ & - l l l u l ~ a r n r n a d - ~ h i n  ordered a royal salute to be fired from the 
city walls as a token tliat a new Amir had been chosen, and that 
notllority had been re-establisl~ed. He went out, too, himself to the 
cavalry soldiers, who scnhtered in every direction as soon as he 
appen:ed. 

He also snnt criers through the city wit11 orders that they 
were t,o ride throng11 :rll the streets and bazaars, and announce that 
supreme authority lind becn re-est,s.hlisl~cd i n  the country, and that 
ul)w all pillagers and rioters who mere caught would be a t  once 
execut~d.  

Meanwllil~ I hat1 I)e,y~rl to prepare to lcave the place. Seeing my 
16 yu'k-,/hna Mosin-Kban disr~pprovingly shook his head. 



Leave these here, Doctor-Sihib," he said, (' and we will send them 
to you afterwards quite safely . " " H o w  can I leave them here ? )' I 
returned, " seeing t h a t  they contain everything t h a t  is necessary to  me. " 

" The things you can take with you, " reiterated Mosin-Kh&n. l' I 
only spealr of the yak-duns. " 

(( W h y  should I leave the boxes, and  where then a m  I t o  p u t  t he  
things )' ? cried r, disagreeing with the  proposition made. " You must  
leave the boxes, because i n  most people t h a t  me rneet the  suspicion 
will be aroused tha t  you are carrying treasure. The things you can p u t  
in ordinary sacks or kho~f~~rns," was Mosin-KhBn's answer. 

Muhammad-Din-Kliin here coincided with the  views expressed by 
Mosin-I(h6n. 

" Do you advise this  of yourselves, or did S i rd j r  Naik-Muhanrmad- 
K h i n  tell you t o  convey i t  t o  me  ? "  I enquired. 

['No; the  Sirdgr hasn't said a word about it;  we speak for our- 
selves " was their answer. 

Well, under these circumstances, I consider i t  inconvenient t o  leave 
the ydk-ddt~s here, " said I in conclusion of the conversation. 

I nevertheless commissioned Muhamrnad-l)in-I(h6n t o  procure the  
required number of sacks and of lclroy'l~~ns so as  t o  be prepared for all  
eventualities. 

Bu t  I resolved not t o  leave the boxes a t  MazBr-i-Sllarif without a 
guarantee from Naik-Muhammad-B h in .  

The  Commander of the  Afgl16n guard now came to  me with a long 
story about the occurrences of the previous niqht.  Of course, he did 
not forget [he would not have been a pure HerBtl if he had] to  boast 
and to  sing the praises of his own exploits i n  the service of tlic " Doctor- 
bcillib. " As i t  was ev lde l~ t  t ha t  he was seeking for a reward a t  my 
hands, I ~*esolvecl to give hini something in  remembrance of me, and 
irrespective of his share of the sum whicli had been made over t o  liis 
mutinous soldiers. Upon this A'losin-Kll6n and Mirza-Muhnmmad-Dill- 
Kh6n did not lose the opportunity of saying sometlling on their own 
behalf. I of course rccognised tha t  tlley h a l  done me an  undoubted 
service, bu t  I refraiaecl on this  occasion from rewarcling them for what  
they had done. I therefore only gave hlul~ammacl-Din-KhLn some 
ounces of essence of iodine, of which 1 had previously given him a sup- 
ply for the cure of his muscular rheuinatism ; and t o  ~Mosin-KhLn I gave 
a small quantity of quinine. 

A t  6 P.M. Sir(l6r hfullammad-Tnir-Kllin, HBsbim-KhLn's yonllgest 
brother, came to  see me. His col~versation was opened with some com- 
forting information t o  the effect tha t  Sird6r Naik-Alullamma~l ilad uspd 
every endeavour so as t o  insure our reaching the  Afghjn frontier 
i n  safety. 

" He Ilas, " he said, " appointed for your escort the  most trusted of 
his d l le ren ts  men who will not  betray you on any  account. It is llow 
the  general wish on the  part  of the several ~nembers  of the AmirJs 
family tha t  you should Le escorted from here safely and honour." 

H e  then offered me, in  the name of the deceased Amir, gifts, or, 
t o  speak more correctly, fees for m y  attendance on Sllir-Ali. These 
fees took the form of two Kashmir sllawls and of two bags of silver. 
On my refusing to accept them, the SirdAr insibtell on my doing so. 



A t  hng th ,  the matter mas compromised by my taking the shawls, 
but by my refnsing altogether to take the money. 

I told the Sirdir  of the advice given to me by Mosin-KhBn about 
exchanging the yclk-dn'tls for lI./lo~~cvzs, and he agreed with the counsel 
which had been offered me, saying "it would certainly be dangerous to 
take sucb a large number of boxes. " 

Our conversation was then continued for some time, after which 
the Sirdjr arose, shook me by the hand, expressed llimself warmly 
with regard to  his good wishes for our journey, and then left the 
room. 

Immediately afterwards I sent Mirza-Muhammad-Din-Khln for the  
sacks, and made the tinal preparations for the road. 



CHAPTER IX. 
DEPARTURE FROM MAZ~R-I-SHARIF. 

Wniting for k.Aogj~cms-Mirza-Mul1n1n1n~d-Di1~.I<hin-Rfirza-M1lllammad-T8sh, my future 
corr~s~ondent-Safety of tlie medicines and loss of the pack-tr~nsport-Inrlis- 
positioil to lose one's 11eacl in Afgl1Bnist611-Arri1,;~l of Sirdar Nnik-Mul~amn~arl-KhPn 
--The undesirable travellii~g co1n~~ar1io~i-1Mosi~1-l~Ii611's sensitiveness-News fro111 
tllc Anglo-At'g1~8u thcntrc of \var-The y:iboo whicll fell-Passing through the 
city-T;~king leave of the Sird6r-Dre:~d of raiders-lltmosl)l~cric disturbailccs- 
A sanrlstorm-W11at's to bc d o ~ ~ e ? - n l o s i n - R l ~ i ~ ~  and the Uzb;~lis-At Sihli-Gird- 
Two clays ~ v i t l ~ o i ~ t  fooil-Clros~i11g tlie ilesort-Tile Sl~kll:ira~l ei~vnys enrch for ine- 
011 the bnnk of the Ainu-Tnliing leave of llosin-IillBn-ltetrospecti\-e glance at 
our past ill Afgl1h11istiL11-011 t l~ i e  side of the Amu. 

ON tile evening of t l ~ a t  memorable day on which I had experienced 
sncll s trong sensations, i.e., on the 10tJl (22nd) February, the hands of t he  

to 8 o'clock, and n e i t h ~ r  kho?.jun~s nor saclzs had been 
brouqht. A t  length Mirza-Mnhan1ril:ld-Din-Kl16n came t o  say t h a t  11e 
conltl ge t  neither the one nor the other. IYhat, t h ~ n ,  was to  be done? 
~ e v e r t h e l e ~ s ,  I could not but thank him for all his former and present 

and for his various services toivards US. I therefore g i v e  
hiln as a token of ac~ltnowledgmcnt a silver watch which he took away 
in trillmph, but  a t  the snlnc tirne with evident confusion. 

I thank yon, Doctor-Jiillil,, very inucll for your gift,') be said wi th  
agitation, " I ~ i t  I m ~ i s t  ~ d d  tliat if I have shcwn j1ou and  your fellow- 
count,ryinen any sort  of sesvi(:e, it is not ~ C C ~ I I S E !  I expected from you 
ally kind of reward. You have been our dear guests, and m y  duty  has 
beell to take care tha t  your stay with us  should be as  com'fortable a s  
pos4ble.)' 

I must confess t ha t  I was soinemhat abaslled by 1v11at had fallen 
from the lips of the respected M;TZG. Tlle f:~ct was tha t  me, ciuril~g 
the whole oE the time we 11ad passed a t  Mnzjr-i-Sharif, had, as a rule, 
treatetl this man in an  unceremonious fsshion, nncl had looked on him as  
a servant.. IIe hiltl, in short, lienrcl fro111 11s the expression of our ~vishee 
only in  tthc form of ,-rtlers, snch as, " Uring tJhis7" "Go t,here," "See t h a t  
t l ~ e  Iiorses hnvs sriflicient to eat, and tha t  the men have enough food," 
" SCP that  the bath water is hot," " See tha t  the stable litter is removed 
from t.he court-garcl," kc.  None of us had ever thought  of his feeling#, 
or had noticed his assidaons att,ention. I now only learnt how much 
this excellent man had really donc for us  in  a dieint~erest~ed way. He llad 
shewn 11s tlie greatest lzindness of all in  bring the first t o  g o  t o  the  
/ ,?l i~l([h to point outi to him the danger to  be apprehended by our remain- 
ing longer a t  3l:lzar-i-Sliarif, and Ile had nslrcd tha t  we s l ~ o ~ l l d  be 
allowed t o  depart from t h ~  place as  quickly as l~ossible. He llad heen 
t h e  most nctivc person in coming t o  tcrrns with our n ight  plunderers, 
and it W : ~ S  he who 11:1? taken m y  letter to  the Lr~i72d6, and tllat too at 
a time when 1)illapo and nnamhy mere at tlleir greatest leigllt i n  the 
tit\,. I i o  had b ~ ~ s ~ e d  himself about gett i ng  kAorjwms for us ; and if he 
l ~ a d  not procured them, it signified tha t  they were really nowhere to be 



had. I am rpady to forgive the Waoir for  having left us s~lch a 
useful ,Tf(!jo-Uo~tro, but  I hold t h a t  the  Wazir was t o  blame in tha t  we 
had treated his kinsman, Muhammal-Din-Khin,  so badly, because we, 
h:hving entertained such unfavoorahle opinions of the Wazir, had come 
t o  look upon his tall, stooping, and  a,ltvays muffled u p  kinaman in a 
similar light). I now very mucll regretted tha.t I had made a mistake. 

I then rewarded hlirza-Rlul~ammad-'l'ish, who had so often put before 
US such exccl l~nt ,  pilulls :~nd  snch surpassing knbdbs. Notwit,llstanding 
t h a t  on tha 1Ot.h (2?nd) February al l  t he  shops in  the  city were closed, 
he had contxived t o  preparc for us  an  excellent pilc6~, whicll a t  any other 
t ime we sho~ild have recognised as of first ra te  q ~ ~ a l i t y ,  bu t  which, under 
t he  pa~nticnlar circumstances, we left  a,lmost untouclled. 

I gave &~ullnmmad-rJ'ishl two silken khalatr a.nd a silver beaker, a.nd 
lle was very 1-)leased with his presents. I n  t.olien of his appreciat,ion, 
he offei.ed to  comrnnnicste t,o me from time to time, all t ha t  passed 
in t,he C'hl~ddr- ~ f ~ z l c i ~ ~ a b  af te r  our departure from Afghinis t in .  I, of 
course, acctlpted t h i s  offer with satisfactior~, and we made the following 
arrangement with regard to tlie n~e thod  of our correspondence. H e  was 
to put  his lett,ers to  mo in a cover addressed to  the Bek of Shiribid,  
who would forward the  inner cover either to myself or t o  Zamaa.n- 
Hek. Tlle Heli of S l ~ i r i b i d  would thus perform the  office of commis- 
sioner bet\vclen Mirza-hlul iammad-r~ish and myself. If a.11 this could 
he managed, the  resrllts w0111rl 1)e good; for thus we should, after our 
d e p a r ~  ure from Afghzinistin, receive tl.ust.wo~.thy information regarding 
events in Afgliiiu-'L'urkistin, and me should t,hus, too, have i t  in our 
~ O I V P ~  to  work our rf>l:lt,ions with t h ~  Afgllin government not through 
official ~)ersonagcs only, if i t  were decitletl t,o ~ o n t ~ i ~ l i i e  to  receive com- 
munications of the kind at Tishkaild after events had become more 
developed.* 

I was still without lihn~ljunrs, a.nd so we h:~d to  t,hi~orn away the 
ytik-//d,i~, and n gootl quantity of t,heir contents. I n~at le  the following 
arrangements for loa.di11g S O ~ I P  of the tliiligs in a pair of i h o t j t l m s  with 
which 1 had pr~vious ly  ~)rovidcd myself. Tllc tlispensary, or rather 
such portion of i t  as  was indispensi~l)lc, was pn.eked i n  one of the  govern- 
ment  kllorjrtmr, and the gro:lter portion of the other medicines had to be 
thrown away. All the quinine was, of course, t:tken, ancl likewise the 
surgical inst,rumc.uts. Tt was a pity to  ha.ve to throw away one's own 
t h i ~ l ~ s ,  such as I ) t ~ o l i ~ ,  metl~cine chest,, &c.; lrut whnt w:~s to be done ? The 
Afgl l j ,  a ~ ~ t h o r i l i r a  li;~(l stated t l ~ a t  i t  would he dnngen~us  to travel wit'll 
ydk-,lci,,s. But all :rt once tlie wi l  fcll from mv eycs. Why not make  
khol jun~s out of the pallixsees :~.ntl tlie f r l t s ?  This colilrl be (lone in a few 
rninutcs. I n  t h a t  case ~ lea~r lp  e~e l .~ t . l i i ng  conltl he sn,ved. All therefore 

. . - 

* Mirzn-.\4~~l~n~n~~~~d-Thsl~ very fnit.lrfrllly carried orlt his pton~iae, fur tlnring 1879 I I @  
wrotc me scveri~l Ictters. As arranged het\vrcn 116, 11c scnt his (-ollllnrl~ri(~atio~~s to tllc nek 
of Sllir,ihotl i l l  t l ~ c  full assurance, no donbt, t11:~t I shorilcl receive t l ~ c m  in drle conrsc. 1l11t 
the double-facctl B P ~  forwarded the covers ailtlrcssctl to nlc! at  1<11lill[ir~ to tlre Amir, and 
this too on several ocracrions. M~I-cover,  t l ~ c  Bek (lid not content l ~ i ~ n s e l f  wit11 intercepting 
lcttcrs addrcsectl to Inc. After having en tlcalt, wit11 t111,ee or four letters, I I C  sent word to 
Ohll16111-H:lidnr-Kh6r~, the Nnihii! of 1M;~zlrr-i-Sllarif, regarding the correspondence thnt war 
ROillg on betqreen Muh~mmacl-Trio11 and myself. l 'hc rcenlt of this information was thnt 
Mullommeil-Tdsh was thrown into prison ant1 his plsoperty waa confiscated. But wl~en  
he rnsnagcd to get free, he once more found an opportuuity of s lowing his devotion to 
the Rureisns.-Author. 



that  could be paclced in them was so ~ n c k c d .  The disl~ensary remalned 
intact in the ,y(ik-r?d~ls, but all the  spare crockery and liitcller~ utensils, 
all the bsndaglng materials, and the cumbersome furniture h:ld t o  I)o 
left behind. So too were the tents. Wi th  wrcat regret had I to lcnve :: 
b~liincl me the collection which I hacl made of native mcdical boolis. I n  
the sorting out and stowing away of the  various articles milch t,ime 
W ~ S  taken up. Now we had altogetller only three p:tirs of sy~ik-rla'jc.\, 
and tliis number was far from being as  dangerous as eight pairs. 

I t  was I)y t,his time p,l<t 9 p.Jr., and the rcbntlcr will re:~dily understand 
with wllat i tnp;~tience I awaited the  arrival of SirdLr Nnik-Rluhn~nmad- 
Kh6n and his promised escort. He hat1 stated tha t  he moul(l himself 
see 11s snfely begoud tlie limits of thc city, and he liad also said tha t  he 
rvoulil let us kuow when \rre conld start ,  so tha t  J liad riot yet  begun to  
load the b ~ : $ q i ~ ~ e  aniinals. " '['he expuctstion of death is worse than  
death it,s~lS," s:~ltl .;omtt Arab po.1; and anothur has said tha t  " susllense 
scorchrjs man worso than  fire itself." 

Abont 10 o'clock, howover, S i rd j r  Nnik-'R~Tuhnmmad-T< hBn came, 
and with him ma3 t hi+ Lmther of the  h7a,n7zn'6, Illuhnn~mad-Hassan- 
I< h in  ; but I do not rcmember his nnnw. They ~verc, a(-coinpaniud by 
suvel.al other persons, who were  quit,^ unlinowa to  mu uvcu l)y sight. 

Soine lnolnunt,~ af't,~br\\rr~rds tllero entixed my room my old acquaint- 
ance J I u l ~ a ~ n 1 n ~ ~ l - S 1 ~ i I i - l ~  hiin (S r i s i - Jh ) .  I thun leal n~ tha t  lie had 
been directud to acccolnp;ln y lllo i o  thu h inu-  aria. 

I lnuvt adinit tha t  i t  was not alt,ogc.t,ller (' to m y  t,';stlo') t ha t  this  
mall should hn,vo Leun appointed as  my guidu. I nevc.1. 1nuc11 fancic?d 
him, b11t now his cml't,y oxpression 01' couiitennnce 1,r~~rluc~ed on me n 
],,,sitively disngrcer11,lu i~nprc!sl;ion. T3csiites ~vliicll I I1:lrl wit,h him 
Rorno old scores. I therefore inuch wished to avoid trnvclli~lg with llirr~ 
in some way or another, but  i n  all inst:tnces i t  doos not  do, and it, 
is evun dangurons to  put  ono's wishes into l>racl,ico. 

As hu ontorcd tlls room, his greedy cvo mas cast on tho 16 l)osc+s 
thnt  worc standing liko a. 1~~111. I loolird at, him, and nodded iny he.ld 
to him as t o  an old :~ccluaintanco. I-Io slniled, bul  hi.: sinilo appeared 
t o  mu to inclicntu t reach~~ry .  Wishing to gain over this  c1nngc:rous m:ln 
(nnd event,s corroborated t , l~is  opinion of l i i~n)  t o  111y own ends, I 1)clgnn 
to praiso 1)uJ'oro Sirdir  Naik-Aluhamln:~d-lihan, ~ a r i i ~ i u ' s  services to me 
on a former occasion. 

" I t  is very agreea1)lo t o  mo," said I, " to find t h a t  34uham1nnd- 
Shill-l ih6n should hnvu been incladvd a~nollgst  tho nuinl)ur o l  my 
companions on tho ronrl, Cor 110 is an old accln:~intnnce or  mino." 

This prniso of Si r i - J in  tout-lied Rlosia-Kllin's pride, for he remar l id  
with a n  air oE offimdud digsi ty : '( I too shall accompany you to t he  
Amo-lhria,  and I am an oldur acquaiutnnce of yours t i a n  Si r i -  
J i n  is." 

" Good, upright Mosin-T<llAn. J f  thou only knew tho real ~ v o r t h  of 
my praiso of S:iri-JQn tboo wouldyst not d i ~ ~ ) l ~ ' s u c h  envy of 11in1 " wvas 
my i rlwnrd so l i l oq l~~ .  

" OI conrso," i ansnernd : #' Yon, nlosin-KhBn, arp an o l d ~ r  and  
h ~ t t e r  orquainlance of mine, and yon kllow 1 1 0 ~  111111 11 1 value your 
friendfillip, and what you ha,ve donc  for  me ; l m t  still I cannot be fiilent 
regarding Sari-Jiu's good deeds on my behalf." 
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Sird l r  Naik-Muhammad-I<bin here enquired if we were ready to 
start, upon wllicll 1 answered t1i:~t wo had buen awaiting intimation 
from llirn t o  the  elEect t h a t  wo could begin l o  load the pacli-animals. 
The  loading now began, and  the Sirtl ir  sent  rnoclllled n ~ e ~ l  in  the 
direction ol' the ci ty  t o  ascorlaiu whetlior t l ~ o  ]ille of our rouLe mag 
sullicic:ntly safe t o  traverse. He then  inl'ormed me t h a t  we s l ~ ~ ~ l d  be 
escorted t o  t he  Amu-Daria chiefly by SIosin- [<hiin's people, bu t  also 
by certain of the most devoted of his own horse alid foot-men, amongst 
t h e  number oE mhom would be some men recruited from the local 
Uzbalc populntion. 

This  announcement greatly surprised me, for i t  meant t ha t  the Sirdir 
was goiriof t o  make liis guests over t o  the  protection of the members 
of a sabject and  persecuted tribe. It meant, too, t h a t  Uzbalrs were 
esteemed as  a surer support of AfgllCn autllority i n  the Cllnlld'r- Wi/Lllat 
t h a n  the  Argliin troops tllemselves. It further meant tha t  the cdm- 
mxnder-in-Chief OF all the Afgh in  forces i n  the Challcir-IYildpt was about 
to  have recourse t o  those vesy Uzbi~lcs wliom the  Afgh5.n~ so despise, 
and from mhom the  Afgliin nutllorities had nntil  so recently done 
their iitmost t o  keep us. Later  on i t  will be seen what  priceless 
service these very Uzbalrs rendered t o  me. B u t  for them, in  all pro- 
bability, me should not  have escaped destruction i n  the sandy waste on 
tlie occasion of our  btling o v e ~ t i ~ l i e ~ ~  Ly a sand-storm. B u t  of this more 
hore:tf ter. 

It was a long t ime 1)eEore the  loading of the  pack-animals was 
finished, and before t he  horsemen sent by the  S i rd i r  towards the city 
returned. I n  the meanwliile our conversation with SirdLir Nail;-Muliam- 
mad-IChin clid not ge t  on well. I still had so imperfect a knowledge 
of the I'nrsian lnng~ia$e as  to  be unable t o  maintain a n  uon id~d  con- 
versation with tlie Slrclgr; and Zamaan-Beli was never very talkative. 
Nevertht*less, I exchanged with Naik-il'Iuhainmad a lew sentences, which 
I think are snfliciently important to warrant my inserting t h ~ i r  
purport here. Amongst othcr things, t he  Sirtl jr  aslred me whether 
[ was going to  St. Petersburg? I repliccl that,  after m y  return to 
Tisl,k;~nd, 1 shoi~ld  very probably do so. Zamaan-Bek liere explained 
t,o him t,ll;~t it was m y  intention to  proceed to St. Petersburg for the 
p u ~ . l ~ , s c  of perlecting myself in  t l ~ e  mprlical sciences. Upon this, 
S i rd i r  N:rik-Mnlinmmad turned to mo with the  r ~ q u e s t  thnt  I wonld 
heal. witncss tJefore the  Russian Emperor of the friendship which 
AFClldni.;t&n wunld always nourish towards Ilacsin, and tha t  hlnllnmmad- 
Ynliill,- L<h;in dcsiretl nothing more than t o  con tinr~o the friendly relatione 
mit,tl tlle 1Lnssi:cn Govertiment which his father liad began. Ho t31icn 

me to convey to  tlie Governor-Gencral of Russian-'l'urkistin 1 1 0 ~  

mucll he and  the prcsent Afghrin Government hoped that  the future 
rel:~tions hcttvccn Rnqsia nncl Afghinis t jn  would be friendly. I Ie  con- 
cl~~d(:d t)y l,eggirlg t h a t  I \vould not attach too great an importance to the 
occusrellces ot the niqht  of pillage. 

If," said t he  Sirdir ,  " you and  your people did not, a t  a given 
timr, complete safety on A I g h i n  soil, i t  is only because there 
was for  n brief pried a n  interruption in  the administration of tlle coun- 
try, an(l in conseqoenen of this  there arose political disorders." Be 
begged mo to  convey his  salaanr to the members of the ~fgbhn 



Mission at Tiishkand, bu t  he did not  give me any letters for them. I 
then asked if there was no news from either 'l1ishkand or 1CiiI)ul ? 

Nailc-IVIul~ammad's answer was, " From Tdshlrand there is no news, 
bu t  from I(ibul a letter has to-day been receivccl from Sircllir YalrLib- 
K]lAn, in  wllicll he reports t o  the .Amir-Siihib* tha t  the Euglisll have 
wit ldrawo from the S h i i L i ~ r - d l  Pass, and have retired on Jiiji ; but 
that  here they have niet \vitll a defeat, since they h:~.ve leEt several 
rifles in  our hands. ,,On the  Jaliliibid line, too, things are not going 
quite well with them ; and iu fact, generally spealiiog, t;hey are  losiug 
many and a largo number of t~.nnsport animals.') 

1 a t  tllc tilllo cloubtcd tlie success of the Xfghiins and the defeat 
of the English, bu t  subsccynently i t  appeared tha t  all  that; the Sirdlir 
had commuuicated to  me was l~crfectly correct. 

During the breaks in our couvcrsation, Naik-lluljnmmad frequently 
a.nd in  3 very low tone sljoke with i\'Iosin-Till6u. Once I caught the 
words "Turk  R,asala," and I noticed tlint, at the  ~ n e n t i o ~ i  of these 
words, hIosin-TChin very energelically sllool: his head. After this  Na,ik- 
3inl1nrninnd very inopl~ortunely ent;ered into a convers:l.tion regarding 
General Stoln.itoff's rel:~t,ions to\va8rcis llosin-ll(hLn. Thus he related 
how an~grv the General had been nrit.1~ Ili111 at, Siih-Gird, and how he had 
threat,cneA to  write to  the Amir-Sdhil, regarding his inexact performance 
of his duty. 

" W h a t  inexact performa,nce of my duty?" said l losin-RhLn. "Dur- 
i n g  tho whole journey, I waited on the general like a silnple soldier and 
not as an officer. The General const-,ant,ly rode m y  horses. A t  night, i n  
ostler t ha t  I migllt t110 better look s-t'ter him, I lay outside tlie door of his 
ten t ,  and this  I did during the whole mnrch. Hut a t  Siih-Gird I did not 
pass the night  n.t all, because I remained behind a t  hfazir-i-Sharif in order 
to  attend t o  various privnt,e and necessary affairs. The General aftel-wards, 
aad in forgett'nlness of all my services, compla,ined about me to  t l ~ e  Amir." 

It was very disagreenl)lu to  me tha t  3losin-I<hiin shoald have begun 
his story, a.nd a t  such a n  inconvenient time. But,  of course, I could not  
stop him, and so must 1ieit.r him to the end. It was worse, too, when in  
the  telling of it*, he slloriltl constnnt'ly t u rn  t,owarcls me with various 
quest-,ions and a p l ~ e a l s f o r  cor~.ol~orat,ion, and invitations t o  give m y  
al'ter\va~.ds, opinion. I breathed more freely when his narrative paseed 
on to  more neutral ground. 

It was now 11 r.ar., nncl the night was dark. At length the horse- 
men 1~110 had been sent  out towards the  city returned, and the loading 
of the  bag,rr;~ge animals had come to  atn end. W e  now a11 passe,l 
out of the court,-yard, n'nd Sirdir  Naili-Muhammad-IChjn, wishing us 
a prosl~erons journey, road on ahead. After I had exchanged the  usual 
salntn~t~ions wit'h thr! Coss:~clrs, I said tha t  we had before us a marell not  
unattended wit11 danger ; n.nt1 I remintlcd them tha t  t,liey were cool and  
caut,ions, and t h : ~ t  I felt suw they would attentively listen to  any orders 
that  might  Ije given them. 

Tu1-11i1lg to the 110~-co~n~n i~s ioned  oficer, I sa.id : (' If during our 
march we should have to  fight, I know tha t  thou wilt pe r fom the duty 
like a n1;l.n.'' - - -. . . - - - -- 

At tl~is time now8 hnd not  rcncllcd Kkbul of Shir-Ali's d e ~ ~ t b ,  ant1 t l l ~ r ~ f o r c  Yaliilh- Rhin 
atill reported to Lie father eveute tbet took place on tho Anglo-Afghin fro:lt~cr.-Author. 



"1 hea.r, sir," was the  reply. 
A ., 

Aft& we had all mounted our horses, and were preparing to  ride out 
0x1 ti) the high road, 31irza-3luliammad-Din calm8 11p t o  sn,y tll:\t we had 
fol-gotten n y i b o o  in  t he  inner court-yard. I c:~lled up  tile earo1r.s- 
d l h i ,  X ~ ~ e s i r - K h h ,  and o r d ~ r e d  him t o  bring. ou t  t h r  animnl which had 
been ovar1onl:ed. €10 went immt.diatt.ly, and lo a febv molnents retmurnsll, 
l m d i n ~  the animal, wllich was without a halter. The a s p l n r ~ a , t i ~ ~  of tlllis 
circotnstance was, t h z t  on his ~ o i n p  bock t o  t l lr  central court-rard. and 
t r y i l ~ ~  t o  lend out therefrom the an~mnl ,  two or tlrlrea A f g l ~ i n s  of my late 
p a r d  endeavuurad to  prevent his doing so, s ta t ing tha t  i had given tile 
g ~ l h ~ o  to  them. Nassir-I<h;in refused t o  believe tllis statement, and per- 
sisted in  his efforts t o  lend tLa noimnl away, upon rvhich tllc AEgldns set 
upon aucl beg:~11 t o  beat him. I-Ie then, wit11 a stroke of his knife, cut off 
t h e  n.nim:~l's bn ' l t~r ,  and da:llt i t  a t  the  same time a shal-p blow rviih his 

I 1  ~ v l ~ i y .  I ha yci6oo herenpoll r11s1iu1l o ~ i t  of the  court-yard, and galloped 
i n  orlr direction, followed by Nnssir-I<llin. 

SO~>II af te r  1e:~ving o111* qn:i.rtel.s, t,he rond turned off to the riglit int,o 
a l;r!lc wl~iclr was so narrow, t h a t  two horsemen riding al~rmst ,  cornp1ct~:~ly 
b l ~ ~ ~ . k t ~ ~ l  the p:lssnge. We had hardly got  into this  lane, when a pack 
fell I ~ F ,  and hnd t o  he reacljnsted. I n  doing t,his, tho drivers neglected 
t o  lank nl'ter their own horses. Here it must he ohscrved thrtt all tile 
pack 11s well :IS t hc  rirlinw horses were sti~llions, for in  Ce~lt~ral  Asia i t  is 

? 
XI(:!- u.~unl  to cnst,rato s t a l l i o~~s .  Being left  to  t,hemselves, tl~cl-efore, these 
r:llnl):igoous and overfed 11e:lsts immc:dii~tely began t o  fight. Two of thetn, 
al'tel l u ~ l l i ~ i ~  ou t  iu every clil.ection for rtbout 10 mi~lutes,  threw thoil- l?;~(:ks, 
aricl brlgall to  \)it0 a t  each othor. It nras necessary, of coursu, to  cluict 
t.l.c! l)rutes i n  somu w . 7 ~  or a~rot,ltcr. Jlc!;znwl~ilce, the extreme narrowness 
of t l lu  lnue rundcl-ed tliis a vcly cliiEicult o],crat,ion. It ~~\ .ns ,  inoi.eover, as 
dark as  tho to~nl , .  'I'll(? slrrill neighing of tlle l~orses, and tho shouts of 
tl,e rlrivers, resounded in the night  air ; and this, t,oo, a t  a t ime and under 
c i r cu~ns i :~~~ces  in  wl~icli the  greatest quiet and caution were necessa,ry ! 
Tllo L~,;,rtil,'s house W:IS 110t a tl!ol~s:itirl paces off, and here there were 
froln 200 to tattered Al'gl~5n solrliers, most of whom were always 
Ilangillg n l , o~~ t f .  'I'I,t! upl.o:lr t l ~ a t  h:ld arisen might  excite their curiosity 
arlrl at,tmcbt tl,c!m to t l ~ c  spot,. Anrl then who knows \vh:i,t would ha.ppen ? 
Julnltled 111) in a llnl.row I : I I ~ ,  nrnirlst a lot of f gl l t i l~g horses :md 4':1ll(jn 
p:lrltr, rve cor~lrl ncithrr ino1.a I'or\v:~nl nor ba(:kn:lrrl. Any plund(!rurs 
lniRllt tlas fire froln tba \r;,lls of t,ha enclosuws and houses :it their oplioll. 
lVIlero Ilncl Skri-Jan gone a t  this moment? Seeing t,h:~t be had dis- 
sl>lN9:irecl, 1 orrlored three Coss:i(.ks to  1l:lstt.n nnrl render assist:mce to tile 
driVPrR ill tllC?ir t o  co1lec:t tile 10:lil~ a,ud catch tht! fighting llorses ; 
but  they col~lcl not rn:ll<e their way a t  all, bec:~usr i 'he t1~0 ramPl@ous 
anim;,lS c o l n l ) ] ~ ~ * ] y  Llo~~l;e,l t hu road. A t  lungt11, wit11 uni1:ed 
efForlv of lho (lorsnl:l<u nnri of tl)o digits and drivers, trlle lnatzter 
\s:Is ;lrrangud, (110 1o;tcla neru :~g:rin pu t  up, and colltillued our 

- 

journcty. 
i\! r rp iy  ~ I ! I . I ~  ill tllc road a, t o r ~ l l  war rtorl; into tlle ground, and 

8 1-r nnrl i t  s:ll or stond pro111:u of  Iizt~;ilis rlutclling their bludgeons. A t  

: 1 1  I -  100 or % O O  l i : ~ c ~ s  wen! stuck up similar t ~ r c h ~ a ,  roilnd ~rrhirh 
e ~ t  o r  F I ; ~ I , I ~ ! c ~  ~1n:llI FIOllll. 01 L'zLIalis, who also for the most part held 
stave? of \ar ior~s l i i l ~ d ~ .  



The road along whicl~ me mere now riding was very tortuous and 
apparently deserted. It lay t.hrongl~ t h e  Vzbalc quarters of t he  city, and 
its directlion, judging by the ever altering position of t he  Polar Star, 
seemed t o  be constantly changing, leadiug now east, then north, and 
even bearing west. 

After a ride of llalf an Bour, and af ter  numerous halts to  readjust t h e  
packs, we came out into the  11ig11 road, which leads t o  t he  Iiiibul gates 
of tho city. Here JIosin-IClllin advised me t o  order t he  Cossacks t o  
carry their carbines in  their hands, because this  portion of t he  road was 
full of people, whilst a t  a clistance of 2 versts  (1& miles) beyond the  
gates was the  cainp of a I<hbul cavalry regiment. A t  lengtll nre passed 
out of the  city allogcther, and immediately our route bore duo north. 
W e  had scarcely got i:; r.el.st (4 mile) lroln the city gates ~vllen another 
pack fell t o  the ground. It was adjusted aud readjusted d u r i ~ ~ g  the  next 
+. verst  (& mile), when i t  fell oncc more. 1'11is made me angry, bccau:e, 
before settiog out, I had qiven N;~ssir-I<hQn special orders t o  load tlle 
animals as securely as possll~le, loolcing t o  the dangerous character of our 
night journey. Hut now tlie loads Lt~gnn to drop a t  nearly every step, 
causinq ns to ~nnko  almost momenta1.y halts. It t l~e l l  Lecame apparent 
tli:~t certain of the loads were d~sp~ .o l~or t io~ i i~ t e ly  large, ancl t ha t  jn tho 
rear two sparc pack horses \vel.e L e i ~ ~ g  led. It was provoking, bu t  
there w;ls now no help for it. Sircliir N:r i l ; -~lnI i :~m~i~acl- l ih; i~~,  wlio 11ad 
been ritling a11 this time i n  front of us, now drew u11, and patiently 
waited for the pack-a~~inials  to  file p:lst. 

At  5 rer.rta (3$ miles) frorn the city walls tllc Sil.diir took final leave 
of us, ant1 having wi.;l~eli us a prosperous journey, returued with his 
retinue to 1\E:rz6r-i-Sl1nrif. 

'l'lien, cscorted by ;1Iosin-T<lilin's horsemen and a sn1:lll n u r n b ~ r  of 
U/l~al ts ,  we turnctl due west. SAri-Jiin, \\rho from t l ~ c  ~ ~ i o m e n t  of our 
leaving our quarters a t  AI:~zir-i-Slr:~riC bacl diqnppenred, nr:ls still a b s e ~ ~ t ,  
and so I hns t~nc~d  to enqnire of AIosin-l<hiu n.11ere he ~ v : ~ s ?  

I 6 SAri-J5n is a grc:lt rogui., J )  nnsn~crcd AIosin-Rhin, & '  and on my 

return to l~t:~zlir-i-SI~:~riC.I will j)ny lrirn out in my o\vn may. ) > 

110 mas so enra~r1(l a t  Sdri-J:in's 1)ellaviour on t l ~ i s  occasion tha t  lie 
used a much Inore vigorous exl,rcs4o11 (11311 1 l1avo 110tecl here. 

" Tl1i.5 worthless 1)crson 111~s l~robably gone to  Tult htnpul," colltillued 
I l ~ ~ i n - I i h ~ i ~ ~ .  

S:iri-Jin's disapl~enmncc+ ancl IIosill-Iill6n's answer made me very 
pensive, for  thc fo r~nc r  m i g l ~ t  collrlct a t  ' I ' a k l ~ t : ~ l ~ ~ l  n I)n~:d of hair- 
Lr:ri~ied rullii~ns of t h ~  snlul. Ici(1 noy ns I~irnselF, and  st:^^ t i n  rursui  t of 
us in ortler t o  p i n  solnc plu~ltlrr. Alll~ouyll  we wurc now in tho open 

? country, and coultl (1c:~l more el'frctn:~lly mltll r:~iders t11:ln inqide t h e  
four n ~ ~ l l s  of n. mud enrloslln. and in tlie c c n t r ~  of a, popr~lous city, still it 
would 1)n i inrert:~i~l how the mat,tor n~ ig l l t  enrl if  i t  cnmc to  liqhting ; 
for, ~ v l ~ i l s t  wc coilld only m n ~ t  e r  1 2  hrCech-lo;~dera, tllose attilclci~lg 11s 
rnif i l~t  nurul~cr several 111111c11~cds of other \ V E ~ ~ I O I I S .  It would riot,, t,llcrc- 
fore, do  to 1,r:ivo i t  out,, nn(l so it ~ v a g  I I O C ~ S S : L ~ ~  to more ~ i L h  ;111 cxpcdi- 
tiorr. htosin-I<ll,in conqt;l~l(Iy called out  to the drivers ant1 Uzbalcs 
O i h ,  0 ! I ! J ! (Go on ! Go on ! quiulien the pace !) 
E v r n  tile pack-animals went at a trot, whilst m y  " long-eared philoao- 
plicr " stepped out gaily. As soon as  ever 1,110 animals began t o  slacken 



their pace, Mosin-I<hin wotlld again call out 'c Haidin, &c.'J Thus me 
advanced for  a n  hour together. 

W e  had by th i s  tima reached the  open steppe country, and had 
struck the well-bzaten Phtta-Ousir road, which bears due The 
distance f rom Mazlr-i-Sharif was approximately 15 oersfs (10 milcs), 
and  SO vve here sornew11;ct slackened the pace, so as  t o  tile 
animals to  take a little rest. It was now 12 P.M., and the  constellation 
of the Litt le Bear had already assumed a perfectly horizontal position. 
The  t'ract now lay over tt salt and  sandy steppe. There reigned an  
unusual stillness in  the  air, for  nothing was stirring in ally direction, 
A l l  a t  once there ;\rose from the  west such a piercing blast tha t  even 
my fur-coat was penetrated by  it .  This  blast suddenly increased in 
intensity, unt i l  my left side, arm,  and leg became benumbed from the 
action of this icy cold. In a few minutes the  same wind sutldenly died 
away, giving place t o  a current of a ir  from the east. This  mind mas 
snltt-y and sec~necl to  scorch my body, which hacl so recently been be- 
numbed with the coltl. XEter becoming almost suffocating, this wind 
too died away in  a few minutes, and the atmosphere again became still. 
Up t o  t h a t  moment I liad never seen any  similar atmospheric pheno- 
menon, for almost st olle and the same time there blew from twoopposite 
quarters winds of siicll a vastly diflerent temperature. I could not 
comprehend what  this atmosplieric contest portended. Half an hour 
af ter  tliis me rode on iu silence. 

3Ieanwhile tlie weatcrn horizon gradually beqan t o  ge t  enveloped in 
n mist, wliicl~ rapidly c o \ e r ~ d  the greater portion of the heavens. 'rhere 
arose, too, a fresli we3trrly breeze ; bu t  tliis mas far  from being as  cold 
a s  t ha t  wliicli hafl blown 2 1ionl.s bcforr. 'l'his wind grntlnnlly in- 
creased in  force, 2nd tlio mist towards the wcst became dcnser nncl denser. 
It very soon Lecarne n p ~ z r e n t  tha t  what  T hacl supposed was ~ n i s t  was 
really very fine p;irticlles of sand borne d o n <  11y the wind. As I was 
lookinS a t  the clllu(l, Z:lrnnan- Uclt pu t  forward the idea tha t  the sautl was 
adv:cncing in  our direction, nnrl the suggestion was too accurately justi- 
fied, for t he  snml col~lmns became denser and denser until  they ol)~cured 
t h e  entire Iiorizon. Whilst the s t i r s  in  the zenith were Lutl dilnly dis- 
cernil)le, tlle Polar S tar  was no longer visil~le. 

By t h ~ s  time mo were, ge t t ing  ~ n t o  deeper and  deeper sand. '1'110 

mincl, tor,, k ~ p t  on increasillg in force, : L I I ~  in half a n  hour's time a regu- 
lar s,znd-storln IV;LS raging. A violent l~urrlcnne now swept over an 
entire sea of snrld, t l l c h  force of the wind bcinq sucll as to looscn tho 
caps on our ll,.ads. \Ye a,llld rlot distinguish anythillg five yucrs off ; 
indped, in order to  see at :dl, one could only talrc momcrltary gli~nccs, 
because of the salt of sancl t ha t  kept  driving illto our eyes. 
Wit11 these particles, bmall stones mere also liEted by ~ l l e  mitid. 

T o  continlle our jourlley in such weather was almost imposrihlr, for 
we easily g ) t  off the track and entirely lose our wi3.y. IYrre we 
t o  g e t  s ~ p i ~ r ; ~ t e d ,  vve rniSht ge t  lost altogether, because tlle d a r k n ~ s s  was 
so terrillle as to it almost irnposqible t,o distingiiisll any(  lling a t  
&ll. It is neerlless to  sag tha t  the pack-animals were soon moving along 
in the most irregular f a ~ b i o n ,  some being in  front,  others, l;lgging l)~llind, 
pltbougll 1 had given strict, orders t o  the  drivers not to  ge t  sepnratpd 
froln each other, but  t o  keep as close t o  one another as they ~ o s s i b l y  



cooldm We could only ascertain each other's position by the sound oE 
the voice ; and even then the roar of the tempest, like that  of the raging 
*pa, almost dl-owned our sllouts. 

I now proposed t o  Mosin-I<h&n that  we shoultl halt, and, having hur- 
ried to unload the packs, that  we should Corm of them and of the baggage 
animals a sort of square, wherein which we could await the end, or a t  any 
rate the lnlling, of the storm. 

66 God be you ! What are you saying," exclaimed ;\losin- 
Kllin. " \ve should ratlier take advantage of srlch a blessing, for i t  is 
evident that  God is helping us. I f  we are pursued, such pursuit will 
now be arrested by this storm, and indeed i t  may be a l tog~ the r  ahan- 
doned. we should not, however, halt where we are, but rather continue 
our journey, and that  too as fast, as me possibly can." 

" Listen, Mo~iu-I<116u,~' I returned. " Do you seriously speak of 
our being pursued by a band of marauding soldiers ? I f  so, 1 do not 
know that it would be worse tlian tliis storm ! " 

c c  Ell, Doctor-SLhib ? You do not know our people. Tllis is Afgllln- 
i s t j ,  ! I myself am an  AEghin, and yet  I must tell you the truth about 
m y  own countrymen. 1 therefore say to you, ' Don't thinli of remain- 
ing in the middle of the staye, but cont,iuue moving unceasingly. Siah- 
Gird is near a t  hand, and we can rest there.' " 

There was nothing, therefore, t o  be done, but to  ride along, or rather 
let our animals grope their own way. I accordingly left the baggage 
allimals in the sole cllarge of &losin-Klijn, for T. positively could not see 
nrliere they were. 31y sole snlicitnde was t o  endeavour to  lieell all the  
Cobsacks together, so that  none of us shonld lose our may or stray aloile 
into the d ~ s c r t .  I now rode immediately behincl l~fosin-Z<h;in, aud after 
me followecl the Cossaclis. I even thought as a last resource of passing 
a cord through the hnuds of all the horsemen. 

At  length riding beca~ne simply unbe:~rnble, for the particles of salty 
sand penetrateci almost everywhere. Our eyes were spr~nliled over with 
i t  ; our nostrils were bloc1;etl up with i t  ; it gritted in our tcet8h ; it 
parched our throats, and made our voices hoarse ancl weak ; it, dried and 
cracked our lips, ant1 excited a most torinenting thirst,. If, indeed, this 
storm had qone on for two or three hours longer, I do not I ~ U O \ V  how it 
would have fared with all of us. 

It mas now the minter season, but what would a traveller have t o  
endure during such a storm (locally cnllecl tnhbul)  cliiriug the summer, 
with the tamperutula a t  over 140" 'in the shade? To colnplrto the sum of 
our clisagreeables, Cossack Shnroff lost my wallets, in which I had 200 
roubles worth oE Bulrliiran tallgas, some of my surgical intruments, 
my private diary, a portion of my journal, and, what was more important 
than all, soine private papers, amongst which was my doctor's diploma. 
It need hardly be said that tlie loss of my wallets, therefore, mortified 
me deeply. But  what mas to be done ? The Cossack who caused me 
this inconvenience looked very sheepish, and mumbled something in a 
frightened tone about the strap haviug broken from which tolle wallets 
hung tllat he mas carrying. It mas evident, liowcver, that  the mallets 
must have become dotached on one of the occasions in  which the  
Cossack had had to dismount for the purpose of either adjufting a l o d  
or of holding a horse. 



On hearing of mr misfortune, Mosin-Rhin arranged to send several 
IJzbak liorse~nen baclr to  search for  the wallets, directing t h ~ m  to follow 
t h e  track wliicll me liad made. n u t  horn could sucli traces be found whell 
clouds of sand bad been constantly covering up  tlla road? The deposit,, 
iodeed, might  liavp effaced, no t  only our tracks, bu t  have covered up tile 
wallets a s  well. Nevertheless, the  U J ~ n k s  a t  oi~cp went back, 
their  wvay through tlie desert wi th  the  aid of tlleir psnetratiag eyes. 

BIcanwbile, we continued to  move on, slowly inlleed, and with long 
and  frequent halts. T h e  Uzbaks who acted as  guides bellaved like meI1; 
and although the  darkness was almost impenctr:~lle, they never once 
miised tlwir n-:iy. AS for 1Iosi11-Kliin, I do ~ i o t  l i n o ~  what to say of 
h im ? I11 all ille obscurity whicl~ pre\.ailed, he seemed t o  see and distin- 
guish every t l~ ing  around. All at once he slol)p~cl, cried out to us to stop 
:ilso, ancl dis,zpl)earecl i n  the  mist. I t  was only sometimes tha t  liis slirill 
voice n~ould  be borne on the  wind, Oh Sdrllj,! Oh Bimbashi!* Or I 
~voulcl hear 11iln call ou t  t o  Nassir-l<l~iin l i6jn rofta-ed! Ilrja baa~lad ! 
'111~11 he woultl suddenly appear beside me, sllouting o l ~ t  tha t  such and 
sucll a load had fallen, or sucll and such a driver had lost his way, and 
tell ing us  all t o  wait  for his call. After this he would again disappear 
i n  the mist t h a t  was enshrouding the  entire surface of t l ~ e  sandy waste. 

Here was a member of a good AfqhAn family himself raising a fallen 
loacl, piitting a p:lcl; upon a horse, ant1 then lea(1ing the animal lilie a 
simple driver. Dur ing  this parttcular niglit i\iIosi~l-T<l~iin t h ~ r o u ~ l i l v  
evinced t h e  nobleness and conrage of liis natjure, and for his servic& 
dur ing  this  n igh t  I shall be eternally iadel~ted to him. Indoed, such 
services as lie had rendered dur ing  tile previous two or thrce clays are 
only called for th by self-sacrifice such as lie evincecl. 

 he tempest aGiltcd Ly degrees, Lut i t  was lonq b ~ f o r e  i t  died away 
alt,ogether. It accompanied us r ight  U P  t o  Siili-Gird itself, wllich we 
reached a t  6 A.M. ,  having thus  coveretl in 7 llonrs 30 1:ersls (20 miles) 
of ground. Rest was now needed, for both mcn and anlmals were 
almost dead from exlianstion. W e  hacl sczrccly found q u a r t e ~ . ~  in  a Iialf- 
ruined serai, when, after unloading tho baggage animals, we a t  once 
lay down t o  sleep without having partaken of a single Lit of food or 
drunli even one drop of water. 

h ly  head llad scarcely tfouclled my sacldlc, which I had placed for 
a pillow, when I immediately d r o p p ~ d  off to  slcep, jnst as  tllougll I 
were dead ; and ye t  so great was my fatigue, t l ~ a t  I woke up  again after 
sleeping for exactly one hour. 

Whcn I go t  u p  I saw my indefatigable fellow-travell~r, Mosin-I<lliin, 
stretclled out  ancl g iv inz  forth a nasal chqrus in  no  way inferior t o  the 
intonations of a worthy dencon of our orthodox Church. Zamaan-Bek, 
too, was asleep in asi t , t ing posture with his back resting aqaiust the mud 
wall of the  serai. Before him stood a cup of ponrcd-out tea, and beside 
h im was a tea-pot wi th  tea in i t  t h a t  was still warm. It rvas evidmt 
tl iat  liis fa t igue was so great  t h a t  110 lmd not been able t o  drink off his 
tea  before he dropped off into a deep sleep. I greedily threw ~nysclf 
on the  tea and gulpeel off three cups ; one after t hc  other. After  tliis I 
went  out in to  the  court-yard ; and a s  m y  eyes mere swollen and slightly 

+ Sartip corresponds to the rank of Colonel ; Bimbdshi to tket of Major.-Author. 



inflamed in consequence of irritation caused by the contact with salt 
sand, I went in search of what water I could Gnd. 

By this time day had brolcen, and the storm had altogether died 
away; but leaden-grey clouds were still darkening the sky. 

I called out to the Cossacks to water the horses, but there was not 
even a handful procurable to bathe out our inflamed eyes.* Returning 
to the serai, I aroused both Zamaan-Be& and Mosin-Kh6n. 

Before we left Siih-Gird there came to  us a Bukhgran, who 
had been sent by Abdul-Gafar Perva~zdchi, the Beg of Kitjh, with 
letters and tobacco which had beeu despatched from K i t i b  by the  
members of the Russian Mission returning from Afphiinistjn. Soon 
after this, we once more mounted our horses and set out on our 
journey. 

Our route first of all lay by the rniils of Siih-Gird, which stretched 
for a distance of 3 G E Y S ~ S  (2  miles). The steppe here is not very sandy, 
and the soil is fairly hard. But  we had scarcely got  5 versts (35 miles) 
beyond this parched-up oasis, called Sigh-Gird, when tlle clesolate 

of the death-like sandy desert came before our eyes in all i ts  
hideous nakedness and poverty. 

The further we advancecl, the area of the desert became wider and 
the sands deeper. The horses' legs sank deeper and deeper illto the 
drift  sand, and through this kind of clescrt waste me went from 8 A.M. till 
4 P.M. About half-way bctween SiAh-Gird and the Amu-Daria t h e  
sand hills (barkhhzs) in places reach a height of several feet, and their 
cone and oval-shaped tops are dotted over here and there with growths of 
saksaul. The soil iu such places has the character of a desiccated sea bed. 
Salt marshes are of very frequent occurrence, or, to speak more correctly, 
this part of the desert is one vast salt-marsh, and here and there may 
be seen lying about small white shells. 

I n  spite of the heaviness of the traclr, we rode very quiclily, and the 
pack-horses kept up very well. Mosin-Iilliu arranged to send in 
advance a small party of UzLak horsemen, and directed that  a similar 
party should come on behind as a rear-guard. Every sand-hill, whether 
high or low, wl~ich we was pcrsondly examined by Mosin-IChin i n  
his anxiety to make sure that  no predatory band of robbers lay lurlcing 
in any adjoining nul1,zh. IialC-way across the desert, we were met by 
the Mirxa-Bdshc of tlle Bog of Shiribid.  IIe had been sent to 39aziir- 
i-Shnrif for the express purpose of ascertaining whether the reports 
regarding recent evellls there, which had reached ShiriLid, were 
correct or not. 

At length me came to tho left  bnnli of the Amu. On the occasion 
of onr sotnlner passage t,hrough this loc:~lity, we hero saw a very dense 
forest growth ; hut, at, t , l ~  presont timo tlie trees mere hare and leafless. 
At this poiut ( P i t h - G u ~ h . )  tllc Amu is not wido, but i t  is deep, and 
its ~v:lt~cre are turLid both in tllc snininsr and winter seasons. 

When he met us in the dcsert, the messenger of the Beg of Shiribbd 
told me, amongst otlller things, tha t  lle had only heard on tbe Afghin 
bank of the rivur of Shir-Ali's death, and of the great disorders which 
had broken out a t  Mazir-i-Shnrif. And so when he arrived a t  Sigh- 
. - .. -- -- 

* The tea, whiclr had npprnwcl Iny nppetite, was made with e eupply of water which 
Norin-Khbn alwnyr carried with him.-Author, 



Gird lie fel t  in great  difficulty as  t o  how and mliere he should seo -&. 
l'o ride in  Bu k h;iran costume be considered i oerpedirat, as  lie apprekendea 
viol~nccl on t,hc part  of tlie Afgli61is, who, it is known, hate the Hukhi- 
rans. [ ic ,  therefore, decided to s ta r t  for Al:~zir-i-Sllarif dttired in the 
g ~ ~ ' h  of a hulnl~le  pilgrim. B u t  w l ~ e ~ l  lie learnt tha t  we had arrived a t  
hlnziir-i-SlixriF, he was of course great'ly ovel.joyrd a t  t he  circnmstanc~, 
ns he now need not go a s  fa r  as  tha t  pl,lee, and he would thus avoid 
t h e  undertaking of an unpleasant pilgrim:~ge. 

As soon as \ve reached the  bank of the Amu, the  baggage animals 
were nnltlxltlcl. There was only one fen-y-hoat fastened to tlie Af'ghin 
Imnk of t hc  river, and so I wished t o  scnd over first of all  to  the Buklii- 
ran bank some of the  horses and all the I~:uls, and I then proposed to 
cross myself on the returning two boats (Cor tllerc! was: anotlier on the 
1~nl;hiran bank of the river) mith the  Cossaclts, servants, and the 
remainder of the horses. B u t  Mos in - l i h i~ i  WAS pe r s i s t~n t  with his ad- 
yicp t h a t  I should not delay au  iristant in crossing myself wit11 the rest of 
otlr party,  after which T co111rI send back the  t)outs For the loads n11d horses. 
I i ~ i i ~ n h r l  the  matter  with him for some time, but he colitinoed to press 
Ine t o  f o l l ~ w  his ntlvice. H e  then whispered to  m!: : " On this bank 
t.l:ere are 200 Afglljn soldiers. TTho linows ml1a.t intentions they may 
have mith regard t o  you ? It may be that  i;l:ey will make themselves 
tlisagroenble to you. W e  should thank God tli:tt a great da,ogcr mas 
averted from you last night,  WTliy then court :~notlic~r ? "  

31ol.e out  of respect t o  Mosin-liliiin than in appreciation of his argu- 
rnent,, I complied with his request. I n  talci~ig leave of him, I wished to 
give him n Bordan rifle as  a k~epsalie. B u t  i t  became necessary that 
I should t(cl1 him curtain things about t,lie dangers mllich, rnmour saitl, 
nwaitctl him on his return to  hlaziir-i-Sh:t.rif. I su1,s~c~uently proposcd 
t , l~xt  he sllould accompany me to  the Bnl;l~lil.arl \b3,111i  of the river. Ar~tl 
t , t~  this s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s l i o n  he agreed. H u t  the cornm;i,nd~r of tlie AEgli611 post 
))i.wentecl 111s going, sntl said t ha t  he hntl not the neccssa.ry permission 
from the AFglhn authorities to  cross tlil: rivcr and ttherefore he woul(I 
not :lllow l l i n~  to  go. I gupssed tlie reitson of tliis. I ju t  Znmnnn-Beg, 
\vlio apparently wishetl to cut the convc!~- tion on short, ol,sarved to the 
c~,mmander  of the A1lgliiin guard tha t  11e was ~)~~ol,:llii!- jokii~~:. It turn- 
ctl o u t ,  however, t ha t  he 1va.s doing notllintr of t.Iie k i ~ ~ t l .  hlosin-IChiin 

? 
: ~ t  first began to Inugh : ~ t  the prohibition o t  the Afgll:in comtnnntl~r 01)- 
aerriog tha t  ha was not aEl.a,id of " th is  donkey nor of ten like him." 
I l z  sol,seclnenl.ly com~nenced to attnrll to t,lre q~icst,ion of 11is crossing 
over to  t l ~ o  Unklrriran bank variou.s cont l i t io~~s a.11t1 qnestions such a s :  

J )  " If tlie Doctor-Stlhib tlli~llis i t  ~iect!ssn~.y, or, " i f  i t  is vt-lry e~pctlient~,' ' 
&c. I saw t h a t  they mould cert,ainly prcvcrit liis ~ r ~ l s s i ~ ~ g  over wit11 mc, 
i n  mhicli case the matter might  reach tlic s~xgc,  of a collision between 
Mouin-ICliin and the comrnallder of tho Afg11611 guanl. I tlieroEore did 
not  adliere t o  m y  proposition. 

Uehre tho very eyes of the avarici011~ Arpll:ill soldiers I did not like 
to givo Alosin-ICliin n, rille, because, t l l o i ~ ~ l l t  I, the A f ~ h Q n  commander, 
s11~i.g tha t  strength lay on his side, n ~ i ~ l l ~  t:~,lir i t  from him. Moreover, 
J los i~ i -Kl l in  mo~lld first of all have had to lcnrn the use of it, and this 
tl~nc.hing would llavc taken u p  some t,irne. I rlicl not, however, wish to 
waste a millutu aecdlessl!-, for t,lle soil oI the C/raA&- JYilriJlat tr 



be all salt a11d bit,terness! A s  I placed one foot in  the boat,, Mosin- 
K h i n  said t o  mo : " will see ; perhaps 1 may come to you from an- 
otllei- ferry." Then we took a cordial farewell of one another. 

Kh~r~la-Adjz-i-sh~~??ta ! Bdh-i-shmna Itantwar bakllair,)' said hlosin- 
Khin with a trembling voice, his eyes becoming moist. '' Thn,nl-s be t o  
God tha t  yo11 have escaped what  appeared to  be an unavoidable and 
mortal danger. Nowadays such a bad time has set in t ha t  the liEe of 
*ach of us hnngs on a hair. Farewell, farewell ! " 

If, durillg our summer journey to Afgl15nist,in, I had sometimes 
thought &losin-Khbn's was n very rugged character and without a particle 
of fire, tha t  he WLLS sometimes rude, now after these three memorable days 
1 felt  for  him only unlimited respect and almost b r o t l ~ e r l ~  love. I 
,low, too, recognised tha t  here at any  rate  was a man lionest i n  the  high- 
est  degree, and-\vhnt for a,n A f g h i n  was the  more rare-in no way 
avariclons.* It is wortthy of remark tha t  General Stolaitoff was tlie first 
of us to urlderstand and to apprn,ise at i ts proper value the sterling quali- 
ties of this man, and t o  take i'ull atlvant,age of them. 

, As soon as we had t n k ~ n  orir seats in  the boat, Mosin-IChiio begge 
to  give his s/r lnnta t o  Sirtlir Shir-Ali-Khiu;  but  t o  the  other members 

of the Al'ghrin nlission to 'l'isllkaud he seut no message a t  all, 
I ~vishrd,  Li:fore par t i~ lg ,  to  give some money to  JIosiii-Kl~in's people, 

who had lal,oured so hard for  me ; but as  the Afghiin soldiers of the fron- 
tier post were standing looking a t  us, I decided not t o  do so, lest these 
robbers might  do some violence t o  us on account of our having money 

us. I at the same time very much wished tha t  Mosin-KhGn had 
come into the boat with US t'o the BukhLran bank of the  river;  but  what  
was t o  be clone ? 

When we ha,d pushed out  some feet from the  A f g b i n  bank of the  
river, Mosin-KhLn asked me to send him some tea  from the  Bul-1 I 16rar1 
bank, as he had forg*)t teu to bring ally with him. H e  stood gazing at 
us for a long time, and shoutiug out various good wishes, and \vaviog his 
plumed helmet with both h:i.ntls. 

Farewell ! fn.rewell ! priceless Cellow-traveller, mn.y God be with you I 
was my last wish on his behnlf ! 

I cannot say tha t  I was v t ~ y  sorry to  leave Afgl l i~~ietr in ,  since I mas only 
carrying away with me clisa(<reeal)le remiuiscences of the days which I had 
passed a,mongst the A f g h ~ n s .  l'llese, in fact, had been my several posi- 
tions. On reaching ILibul I hall on my hands tlie Amir's heir and  he, six 
hours after my visit tlo Ilim, died, having been in  all probability poisoned 
by his enemios. I could do nothing t o  help him, although the  last hopes 
of a father for his dying and beloved son were turned towards me. Again 
when I revisited Mazgr-i-Sliarif, and had begun t o  t reat  the Amir for the  
disease for which I hnd been especially summoned, and this  disease had 
- .- - - - - 

a Wlien hc left AfgllRnistbn, Gencrnl Stolnitoff gnve hlosin-I<hli~i Rs. 160 rnllercwith to 
bay for him various articlcs of locnl mnnuf:lcture. Mosin-Ktrirll carricd o ~ l t  all hie instruc- 
tions in the most exact innllncr, sending off evcrytllinq with (frncrnl I{nzgdnoff. I)I1l.ing 
Qaneral Stolnitoff's jolirllry from Afgliillistrin, IL good horse of llis fell 8ick. This a l l i l n R l  
he left wit11 Mosin-1<116n, intclidilia to rccrive i t  back when Ilc rct.nr11cd to Afgllinistin. 
I h t  the (fencral did not rcturn. Mosin-1ill:in treated n ~ l d  c11rc11 tl:e 1 1 1 ) ~ s ~  dur ing  tile tive 
rnoutlls tllo e l~ i~ l in l  was in his chnrgc, en11 nrllen (hncral Itnz,T~<~~cjff Itsf(, Af!zll~lliPt.:irl,  
the nr~i~ilnl over to hi111 f o r  tlltlivcry to Gcricrnl StoleiLuff, rcft~uil,;; to n r c c p t  n ~ ~ ~ t l ~ i ~ ~ ~  fr,l. i ~ ,  
keep ~ u d  trcaLurcnt.- A!tlhor. 



by degrees yielded to my remedies, he all a t  once sickened rvith a terrible 
complaint, the undoubted results of rash treatment on the part of his 
hative physicians in  the case of a comparatively simple disorder. In 
consequence of the ignorant treatment adopted by the same native 
physicians, this disease too became complicated, changed its character, 
and reached its ultimate development. It then became incuralle. I was 
now called in  and conjured by every living. thing on earth to heal a dan- 
gerous illness. The patient placed h imse l  unreservedly in my hands, 
and declared that  henceforth a11 my advice should be religiously adhered 
to. I was then made a very p d ,  and yet in my own eyes I felt a t  such 
amoment humbled, because, aiter all, I was only a man like unto them- 
selves ; but had I been ever so sl~ilful a physician, human treatment 
had now become powerless against this disease. Not  wishing to occupy 
a false position, I took the precaution of giving them to understand that 
hope in the cure of the disease was now weak, or a t  least d~ubt~ful ,  espe- 
cially if i t  should be greatly aggravated. To this they replied, " There is 
no occasion for the disease to become aggra'vated ; a simple ailment any 
man cam cure, even though he be not  a physician, but to heal a difficult 
disease is the real task of a doctor." What  could I advance against such 
a n  arglzment ? I would not a second time go through all this moral 
tortnro I Finally, my self-pride-the pride of a doctor-had also to be 
considered. A mob does not discriminate, ancl so, not to cure a given 
disease, signifies to be a t  fault. 

Our Goat swiftly descended the stream. The day was overcast, and 
the water of the  river looked as though it were composed of molten 
lead. 'rhe boatmen plied their poles vigorously instead of using oars, 
and on this occasion the boat was not dragged by swimming horses, as is 
usually the case. 

We soon reached the Bukhiran bank of the Amu-Daria, and then 
the barrier of a mighty river became the limit t,llat divided two acljoin- 
ing  Central Asian States. Once on the Rnkh6l.al1 side, we, Russians, 
although in the country of bad laws, hacl nothing t o  expect I ~ u t  hospit;~lit,y 
and forethought. Scarcely in any other uncivilised country cloes the 
Russian traveller find llimself so secure as he does in Bukhirnn terri- 
tory. Indeed, he feels himself to be quite a t  home, ancl it is not a mere 
vain expression that  the Bukhirans use when they sn,y that  " Russians 
and Bukhirang are brothers," " Iki cluulat bir cla~blrcl (the two States 
are one)." 

As soon, therefore, as we had stepped ont of t h ~  boat, the usual 
Buklliran hospitality came into play. A dliran-Bn'shi immediately yens 
to tlie neighlouring village of Pi t ta-GuAr to get  ready for us quarters 
and a brealifa~t. I n  expectation of the secoiltl boat-load, with the horses 
an? clr ivers, Zarnann-Bck 11nd discmbarlied on n, sand-banli, which stood 
out like a cape from the t3\llrh.'lrail bank of tho river, and llad ordered 
t,m to I)o got wa'ly. 1 can truly say that this tea seemed to me to 
I1:lvc rn~lcll more fl:cvnnr than champagne wor~lrl have had a t  any other 
time. TVl lpn  n 1n:lu 1 1 : ~  sc:~rcely eaten or drulrk ~ n y t l ~ i n g  for 448 hours, 
s e v ~ r a l ~ i ~ p s  of t ~ a  ail([ solno slices of roast mutton with stale bread con- 
stitute a very epp~t,isitiq meal. 

'Pha taking of the thinqs out of the boats and the loading of the 
paclt animals occupied a l ~ t t l e  time. The rillage of P i t t a - G u h  is 



dist,aat from 14 to  2 uetsts ( 1 t o  1& miles) from the place of debark- 
.tion, bu t  i t  was not long before we found ourselves uuder the  hospit- 
able roofs of Bulih6ran y ~ ~ t a s .  

As soon as  we had all  assembled on the  BulihSran bank of the river, 
the  Cossacks removed tbeir hats, made the  sign of the Cross, and bowed 
themselves lowly t o  Mother Earth.  

Farewell AfgllQnistin, or rather arr rev& ! Don't cherish evil me- 
- 

mories of us. 
Let us  now pass i n  thooqht  t o  the tow11 me had so recently quitted, 

and let  us see what took place there after o u r  departure. 
When  we tool; leave of Sirdir  Nail;-Aluhammacl-Iih6n, we thought  

t ha t  lie riddell s t raight  back to  RlnzSr-i-Sharif, bu t  he had really 
gone a certain distance in  the direction of tlle city, and had then  

turned af ter  us, keepiny some distance behind. And so, onperceived 
by  us, he had accompanied us  allnust as far  as  tllc village of Si511-Gird. 
Now why had he done this  ? Bccause he dreaded tha t  we should be pur- 
slled by Afgh in  cavi.lry. Tbe  di~appenra~~lett oI S6ri-JQo, the command- 
e r  of " the four hundred," was interpreted not  only I)y 3losin-Iil16n, 
bu t  by Naik-hiluhammed I(l1Sn as well, to mean tllat lie conternplated 
evil against us. 'l'althtapul, 1v11ew his command was, is distallt only 
8 ver.$ls ( 5 i  miles) f rom I\lnz6r-i-Sharil'. Conseqnei~t~l~-  lmrsnit on the 
part  of his 400 horsemen miglit h a w  beell very easily acconiplisl~ed, and  
he could have over-taken us In the steppe before we reached Siih-Gird. 
And so Naik-Muhammiid-Kh6n d~cidecl to  see us as far as  this  village, 
and t,o be back a t  Mazir-i-Sli;irif before morning . broke. . 

The day after our departure from 34nz5r-i-Sharii, 1 .  e . ,  on the  11 th  
(23rd) February, several p n l l a ~ ~ . ~  (1)attalio:ls) surronncle(1 the  quarters 
which we had occupied, and cspectctl serious opposition on our pa r t ;  b u t  
they were extremely surpriscd a t  learning I l ~ a t  the place was now 
ernpty. 

If you had renlninctl till now," wrote Naili-J4ul~:~mmacl-I~1~6n, " I 
could not have guaranteed tllnt you would n o t  1i:lve l)ecu esposecl t o  
violencp, for the troops were very mucli pscited L j r  the ~.eports  tha t  were 
cnrrent in the city to  tllc e f l c h c a l  tha t  all the  lntc Amir's treasure had 
I~a~scc'l intto the llancls oE thc Ltussians." 

k'inding t,llnt, we had gone, the Afghrin soldiers dccitled upon plun- 
d ~ r i n g  tlle f:~voul.ite wife of Sliir-Ali :tnd her fntliily, for tllev connected 
oar nocomplislied departure with the proposed flight uf this i d y  and her 
family. 

" If  the Russian cloctor hns gone, t hc  trensurc! 113s been removed. 
Now the speedy departure of the Amir's family is to be e s ~ ) w t ( ~ d .  B u t  
this cannot be allowed; me cannot permit the Amir's wife to  leave 
Afghiinistsn. Lc t  u s  plnndcr her." 

This was the gcneral talk amongst the troops. l l -ha t  informat.ion 
guided them, or why they mixed me up with the intrigues of the former 
~egeate ,  I do not ]inow, and I cannot conjecture. 

1x1 spite of my intimacy with the  late Amir, I nlwa,ys endeavoured 
to  llold aloof from politics ; and with Shir-Ali's wife I had nertller inter- 
view nor communication of any sort or Irind. 

I n  order to  save the late Amir's family from pillage and t,o pacify 
t he  soldiery, Na ik -Muhammad-Kln  had recourse t o  the following 



stratagym. TI, a certain regimont he sent one o E  his men lvith tile in. 
formation t h a t  on t h a t  very lniglit a certnill other rsginleut illttgndrd to 
at tack it .  To  the  other  regiment he sent a sixnllar rnrssrq. TIle 
EIerit t,roops ht? thus caused t o  be apprehensive of the  Kilrulis, and 
t he  Kibul i s  of the Heri t is .  Thus  al l  the  solcliery remaiued ilk 
their own quarters, each fear ing an attack from a regiment of 
class. They remained for some days i n  this  condition, and by tha,t tinle 
t he  first orders of Yalihb-Rhin, the ncm Altlir of Afghinis t in ,  llad heen 
pro tnulgated. After t ' hb ,  although isolated cases of pillage st ill went 
on, the general bloodshed, which IS evidenkly quite unnvold:rble where 
there are such heterogeneous elements, as in  t he  c-rse of the csmposit,ioll 
of Afghiin  regiment,^, was not con t iu~~e t l .  

The  day af ter  our departure from Msz6r-i-SLariF, Mosin-I<llin 
returned t o  the  city. H e  had s.zEely escaped from the  clan!Sers wllich 
had awaited him. I n  order t m l ~ a t  the reader may clearly u~idrlst:tnd why 
great  darlgirs threatenetl Mosin-KhLu a t  A1:tzrir-i-Sharil-', I ucletl, only 
say t h a t  he was one of tlle adherents of the  Luirrtib, Kllnsll- Oi l -Khir l ,  
mllo, wi th  E:aiz-;\Iullarnmad-Khrin, cont ' i~i~~cltl  t o  rrrliain ir, ;)risen I ~ I I ~  i b  
rclleased hv  order of Yalilih-1Cllin. AEter ttllis (ilrulirn-M;lida.i.-f\li<n W;IS 
appointed" L u h M  or, to  spe;bk more c,prreotly, iVnibil, and ha cont,i~lord 
t o  be the ruler of AFgl~An-~l 'u~~li is t i i  unt i l  ' hl~dul-llahmAn.iChQn w . 1 ~  
yroc1:iimecl h m i r  of Afghitiist An. 

Sird;r Naik-Mullamniatl-Kl~in ancl  M~sin-Khii11, in rct.urn for the 
services rendered to  me o n  tlie 9 th  (21st,), 10th (22ncl), and 1 It'll (:!31.(1) 
Febrll:lry, I eceivetl respect vely from the Govel.rlor-(iener:~,l oE ~ I I S S ~ ~ I I I -  

r ~ u r k i s t , ~ l l  a vase anil a gold watch wit11 l hp insoription " I n  rc- 
membl*ance of tllc l u t h  (22 ntl) Pebrr~ary 187  9 f rom (;enera1 i<auErnanl~ ." 



CI-IAPTER X .  

FROAI THE A 31U- DARIA TO THE TOWK OF BUKHX RA.  

H21t at, t':itta-Cfr1z6r-Corrrs~o1idence with the Hcp of Sl~il.ibBd a~id with Sirtliir Ni~ib- 
RI1111xln1und-lihdn-At Sl~irdhBtl-Visit to tlic Beg-His preicncc of illilld-Z11,v ~ ~ C N I  

on tlie subject of I I I ~  journcY to Blllilldr;~-R~,)~rt to  T;i~liki~~ld-Tl~~ II(9g's rudcnc~s-  
1 go to I!~~kl~Brn-A~:i in  at tllc " Iron Cii~tcs " - C ~ R B ~ I I ~ ~ ~ - ~ - H ~ L ~ ~ Z ~ I ~ - ~ ~ ~ I I I I ~ : L ~ ~  
g0i.p of '11~~~(ri-Hl~r6~~~-1Cnra-SQtc11-I a111 spin t.lle gnest oE the l3c.g of (fuzllr-At 
l i : i i~-Ii i -~i~~llsd~i- ltnbjt  Iiakir -A ~ I L ~ I I Y  I ~ , ~ ~ C ~ I - I I I ~ C C I I I ' R ( ' ~  of tile G C I I C ~ R I  staff 
31::;) - 1(~1;6clli-A g~~~1rd-,\I)d~11~n-l<I~;l11, ~ I I C  l,llild,.r-Coi11fort 011 the sk~ppe-  
CIlnrac-tv of t l ~ r  stcppc- I'l~c r n o ~ u ~ t n i l l  ri~lge of IIL~~1:~- .Jar~: i t i -A s.~lt-covcrd tract- 
Alcctil~g wit11 l l u l i h i r a ~ ~  officials-Iiokl1:i11d, a suburb c~f Uuliliira. 

I RP.SOI.VET) to 111nke a hxlt a t  Pitta-Crl~zQr beca.nse i t  nras ~ 0 6 t i v e l y  
necess:ll.y to do so, since lot,ll men and :~niln:tls were extl.e~nely fatligned. 
'I'he former I I : ~  not slept properly for t ,I ir~e nights i n  succession, whilst 
t h ~  1nt.ter had coverer1 90 ~ : e r . ~ . l s  (60 lliilcs) over a sandy 1,lc:llity in 15  
llo111.s of a,llnost, nnl,rvl;en movement, and had been without food d u r i l ~ g  
a pe~iocl of 72 hon1.s. 

IThilqt h:tlt,iltl Ilcl.e, I \vished to send report,s to  T:ishkn,nd regarding 
the evc1-1t;s ~vlricll lint1 recel~tly oc.cnrrctl ill Al'gl~6n Tn~.l;ist'an, bu t  1 could 
 lot do so. Patigne told on inc and I slept alnlost tllrouglr 24 hours. 
TJntler my clirect,io,is Za.rn;1an-t3ek \vrote 3 letter to the  Beg of ShiriLBd 
iliformi,li I ~ i m  t h : ~  t it. \va,s our it] tent ion t,o pass t.hronglr his capit,al. 
ITe also ~vrc-,ti! n sllort let,ter to  t.he I3cg of Icitab. A longer epistle nras 
t l ~ e r ~  sent t;o Si 1.d6,r N:til;-l\ilihn.n1mad-Kll6n. I n  this  \ire t1i:lnlted hiin 
f ~ ) r  t,lie ,ccrvic.es ant1 prote1:t ion ho 113,(1 afforded 11s during. tllo troubled 
peric~d of our  l ; ~ s t  t1a.j.s a.t Mazir-i-Sliarif. I n  tlie same letter I informed 
lrim of the loss of lnv saddle-bag?  ad I reqllosted him to  do a11 he could 
t,o I13,vc them rest,oretl to me, tell11ig him that, the nledicines wliic:li t he  
nr:~lIets co~~f;;rint!cl crese rc7qriised for the people with me (iu the 
\vallets n,moiiy.+.t other rncdic:i~ies nras a ~vhole clr:~cl~m of belladonna). 
I tllen ~vcnnt, on t,o vcl-v favo~~ra l , l  y bring t,o his notice tlie services 
rtbndaretl hy hIlrsin-lihdo. 1'r;ry ~ ; ; d  that, this rocommendation pro\-etl 
of 11W I 

O n  t,he eveiiinx of tllc wrne d a y  tliere rode int,o Pi t ta-Guzdr t v o  
Afg\lill ho~.slbmen wlio hat1 I)ccrl ~sl>eci:rlly sent by the  temporary gov- 
crl~incut, at; Alsz:ir-i-Slln.i.if t,o t,lic Afgll,in Mission a t  Tisllkand with 
inl'o~.m:lt.ic,u regnrdil~g reccnl evcnts in hfgh,in Tu1-1cist~6n. 

Tllc ilcxt clay we wcnt on t,o the village of Angor, where me halted 
for t'ho nigllt. On t,he third day we reficlled Sl~irBbid. Immediately 
nl'ier wo ll;i,d ~ n t ~ e r e d  IlokhLan t,e;ritjory bad weat,ber set in, and for  three 
da.ys in  successioli very hcavy rain fell with a strong westerly wind. 
Tiles the road between Anqor a.nd SIiiribM was turned into one vast 
pool of mud, in wl~iclr our jaded liorses slipped about, ~ p l a s h i n p  up t he  
tlirty wa.ter a t  every step they took. At a point 5 zrersls ( 3& miles) f rom 
Sllirabfid tlrc Heg's brot l~er  and his Mirakhur met us. They mere attended 
by a suite of 20 men. After conveying to  me a welcome on the part of 



t h e  Beg, the  brother wished t o  know when we were going t o  visit the 
Reg, ie., whether we would 50 directly after reaching Shiriibbd, or some 
time after our arrival in  the  c i ty?  I hereupon expressed my wish to pay 
the  usual visit after a certain amount of rest. But  the  Beg's broth& 
urged tha t  the  visit should be paid immediately after our arrival in the 
city. 

" General ilazg6noff had," he said, "gone straight to visit the Beg, 
and tlie Doctor-Turi should do so also.'' 

I, of course, did not esplain to  the Bukhiran that  the general had 
eshibitecl a want of tact, but I held to  what I had said. I also took 
advantage of thc opportunity afforded me of informing the Beg's brother 
tha t  i t  was in no way in  accord with Russian manners to drag a guest 
t o  a visit straight from the road, when covered with dust and mud, 
and tired out, after a long and difficult journey, and that, therefore, any 
sncli wish on the  part of the Beg appeared to  me to be very strange, the 
more so as he no doubt considered himself acql~ainted mith Russian cus- 
toms, and, perhaps, he had for t l ~ a t  very reason been appointed Beg of 
Shiribicl, a city through which of late years many Russiaus had begun 
t o  pass. 

We had scarcely reached the  city when the rain began to  descend in 
torrents. l i r r t n s  had been prepared for our accommodation, and I very 
much dreaded that  the heavy rain would soak through t.he felt, but not 
a drop foun(2 its way inside. 

About 3 P.Ar. we started off to see the Beg in his " Bird's Nest." A 
more appropriate name for his fortified castle cannot, i t  seems to  me, 
be applied. I n  the third chapter of the 1st  volume of the present work, 
the reader will tind a description of it, and, therefore, I need not further 
enlarge on the subject. Afler riding up to the top of the hill on which 
the  fort stands, we passed through three gates. A t  the fourth, beyond 
which stands the Beg's residence, politeness ancl respect for the occupant, 
reclnired that  we shoulcl dismor~nt from our horses :~ncl proce~d onwards 
on foot. I was nssistecl to alight from the saddle by a dozen hands 
before I could get  down by myself. 

A t  the threshold, Abdnl-Iihalil, the Be,? of the province of Shirilhd, 
met us. I-Ie was attired in  a fur-coat covered with a silkcn material 
of local manufacture. I-Iis rucldy and very hanclsome face, fringed by 
a thick, grey beard and possessed of a pair of cunning restless eyes, 
was lit  up with a 1)road ancl cheery grin. His hear1 was enveloped 
mith a huge white tiirlan. 11 prntrndin,q stomach, a somewhat artless 
expression of countenance, a firm slial;e of the hand all betokened n 
man of contented mind. TYith a polite gesture he invited us to go 
insicle, and moult1 on no account enter the room Lefore me. The same 
kind of ceremony was observed as  we took oul- places a t  the table. 
After the usual exchange of compliments, joy was expressed on the part 
of the Beg that  me should have i~een fated to meet again in hmlth. 
I n  phrases of this description half a n  hour was talien up, for I had 
given Zamaan-Bek full freedom t o  break a lance \\?it11 the Beg on the 
field of friendship and of compliment, whilst, I occupied myselE in 
looking a t  those present and in drinking tea. The Beg did not omit 
t o  express to me his satisfaction that we had succeeded in safely avoid- 
ing dangers and even violence and insult on the part of the AfghLnq 



for, in  his opinion, such might  easily have l~een our fate, because 
the present condition of affairs in Afghin is t in  was very unsatisfac- 
to1.y. 'J he disturbances and  dissensions which had 1:iIrcn place a t  
Maz&r-i-Sharif, during our last days there, might  ha\  e served espe- 
cially as  the  means of incitinn evil-disposed persolrs t o  plan mis- 
[>hief against us, since all Afghans are thieves and robbess, and hc.lsc. 
I again heard the  old song of the  lnututll dislike betweerr 1311lch5l-ans and 
Afghins.  To  all such expressiorrs of opinion, 1 replied that,  no t  on ly  
in Afghinis t in  but also in Rnkhhra and every Asiatic > t ;~ te ,  on a change 
of ru1t.r~) whether this  arose from the  death or deposition of the reigning 
sovereign, po1itic:ll disosdcrs always ensued, and thnt  alt  llongh the same 
had occrlrred on the  present occ;lsion at, A4azLr-i-Shal.il', t h ~ y  had not  
a f f~c t ed  us kussinns in  the least. (' If any chance unl~lzasantness had 
occurred to  us," I said to  the Beg, " the satne might  happen t,o 
any  traveller l~rocheeding along n highway which was frequented Ly 
robbers. It shonld, however, be observed t h a t  Russia's name is so 
well known in Central Asia, ant1 enjoys such respect in t he  most d i s ta r~ t  
cornpis of the country, thn t  uo one t l a r ~ s  to  openly insult her repre- 
~eiltat~ives." 

It was intelligible tha t  I should have no sort  of desire to be f rank  
with this  apl~nrently artless Beg (how cunning he subsequently proved 
himself to  be !). I had the  less reason to  enter into a n  exchange of 
conficlellces because I knew all about the  habits oE Hulihirall Begs, 
and thxt  a ,nythi~lg they might  hear of or from Kussialls mas duly 
cornrnunicatkl to the Anlir of Rnkhiira. 

After this the Beg  led the  collversntion u p  t o  the su1)jrct of t he  
illness of Shir-Ali-Tih2n. 'I'hcre nf:is no nrcessily for  me to  enter 
into particulars, ;lnd so I \)riefy told llim the I~is tory of t , l~a t  illuess. 
I then availed myst~lf  of the ol)porlunit,y t,o make myself acqn:tinted 
~ v i t h  his views regarding niy journt.y tlo IjtrlchAra, t o  t reat  l l ~ e  Aniir 
his master. 

" I n  consecl~~ence of an invitation from t,he Jn~tdh-Ali I ~ n n s t  g o  t o  
l3nl<liirn," said I t o  the  Bcg, " h i t l  I do not know 1vh:rt rilles or c u s t ~ ~ r n s  
exist i n  this respect amongst L3iikhimns? It is not, in my opinion, 
altogether f t that  I sllould proceed from the  place of mourning and  
of sorrowlul occurrences ( i . ~ . ,  from S hir-A li's tomb) (I here took 
r~rlvantage of the nsnal floweri~less of 1anmu:igo in vogue amongst . *. natives of Central Asia) to  the abode of rejoicing and of merry-mal;ing 
nrllc~re there is no trace of death ( i . e . ,  in  the  house of the  Amir of 
13ukhrii.n) ." 

" The Doctor- 7'7/ I - ( [  SIIOUICI 11ot L,e disquieted about this," answered 
tgll~ ]leg,  for 110 has left all  his sorrows beyond the Daria (ime,, the 
Amn-D~r ia )  ." 

Then, as al\vays lrnppcns, s very animated conversation came ab- 
ruptly to an  crrtl, until, a t  lellgth, the only i,ol,ic left  mas tha t  of the 
wea ther. I now ol),served to the Ileg that,, i n  all probability, i n  God's 
roll, 1 and my fellow travellers (lid not occupy anything like so honour- 
etl place as Aide-de-camp Bulitsel or General Razg6noff, for, during 
tlleir journey, they had enjoyed beautifully fine weather, whilst directly 
we st,a,rt'ed such misfortune had overtalcen us  t ha t  the rain wetted us  
throngh, and we had to go through mud up to the horses' knees. 



I-It\reupon the Beg proved so full of resource that  eve11 the disail- 
vautageous circumstances of our journey furnished him with a theme for 
compliments. " You know, " he said, " that our prosperity derenrls 
on our harvests, and the character of the harvests on the amount of rain 
tha t  falls. When, therefore, there is rain, there is corn, and when 
fails us me become poor and are threatened wit11 a famine. You 
brought i t  with you and thereby brought us prosperity. U p  to the 
date of your arrival there was no rain a t  all. It is clear then 
t h u t  you occupy in God's roll a more l~onourable place than anybody 
clse." 

I was struck with this fertility of speech and with his logic, and J 
nttontively examined his countenance, which now seemed to me to be 
lar from appearing so simple as I had a t  first supposed. After this we 
took leave of him and returned to  our yzdrtas. I acknowledge that i t  
was only after long wavering tha t  I decided t o  go t o  Bukhira, for 
t!le circnmstnnces uncler which I mas going to treat the A ~ n i r  mere of a 
very dolicate kind. M y  late patient, the Amir of Afghsinistbn, hod 
recently cliell in my hands. This fact was in itself sufficient to explain 
t'he awkwardness and, if you will, the inopportuneness of my going to 
Eukhiira. Ill-natured people, who constitute the greater portion not 
only of Central Asian but  also of the  European public, do not and 
cannot ascertain whether any given disease is or is not curable. They 
can only observe results. " The patient is dead," they say, " elyo tllc 
dol:tor i n  aLtendnnce is not skilful." Others say outright "the doctor 
killed his patient." The Amir of Bukhsira is in no way above th2 
gttnc~'al level of iot~lligcnce to  which any inhabitant of Asia arises, so 
t, hat, vcry possibly, he woulcl not listen to any advice of mine ; he would 
not t d i e  m y  powders, nor swallow one of my pills, nor drink a siugle 
sl~)onl'ul ol: my mixtures. I n  such a case what then would be the 
il;u of my going to 13ukhira, in order to put my myself in a, ridicl~lous 
position ? A doctor withoul practice is like a priest mitllol~t n parid), 
:I regirneli tal commander without a regi ment, and n sovereign without 
6ul~jects. 

And yet I could not but go to Bukhrira, since the formal order 
which I had received from General Kaufrnann was as clear as day and 
as bincling on me as any other orders of my government woald be. The 
instructinris could only be set aside by the person who had issued them, 
or by my immrdiate superior, General Razgbnoff. 

Soon :dter our return from paying a visit to the Beg of Shir6brid, 
there came in an  express messenger from Mazlr-i-Sharif wllo handed 
me several letters. These were from Simarliand, and they hat1 
been sent to Maz6r-i-Sharif, and not having found me there mcre 
eent Gnck sncl thus overtoolz me a t  Shir6bQd. Amongst t>hem was one 
from General Kazg6noff, dated village of Koinhr, 4th (16th) February* 
Amongst other things, the messenger told me that  tlle disturl)anec~s 
at Mnzlr-i-Sllnrif had somewhat quieted down, but tha t  the Lai)ldh, 
Pihush-Dil-KhEio, and SirdBr Faiz-Muhammad-Khin were still in con- 
finement. 

Having decided to go to Bukh(ra, I thought it my duty to send reports 
to Tishkancl and so, in a letter to  General Razgbnoff, I gave a detailed ac- 
count of the progress of the extraordinary events which had taken place 



rlrlri~lcg the last days of my stji~y a t  Mazir-i-Sharif. T alsi, sent to Dr. 
i. P. SuvoroE, Mi11 ta,ry Medical Inspecttor of t,he Turkist in 1'1-ovi uce, 
a report explaining more or less fully taho llistory of the Amir's illtlcss. 
I was in such a hurry tllat I did not take copies of these cornmu~lica- 
tions. 

It now only remains to  mention tha t  the Beg of Shiriibkd had hasten- 
ed to report t o  tlle Amir of Bukli6ra tha t  we had safely arrived in 
his cit,y. 

'Phe nest  dag, bcEore we left Shiril)Eid, the Beg sent us the nsnnl 
offerit~gs with which Bulthirans are i n  the habit of so wearying Rusci;l'ns 
who may be travelling. through their country. I-Ie had not, however, 
a p p a s e ~ ~ t l y  any  intention of coming t o  pay us a return visit, and so 
Z :~ , inaan -BP~  took the  trouble of esplaining to  his brother the i n o p ~ ~ o r -  
t,nneuc?ss of this  conduct, and he gave him t,o understand t h a t  the Hey, 
w l ~ o  m;as alwa-ys boasting about his knowledgo of Russian customs, 
si~oultl know that, i t  was necessary to  pay a return visit. Half an 
Ilour nfternlnrcls, t,hereforz, the Beg arrived with a large suite. \IT(: 
then received him very colclly, meeting him only at the  door of orlr 
y I (  1.1 n s. 

On the 16th (29th) February we halted at, s i r -Lb.  The h,llowi ng  day 
we intended only to march from Sir-Ab to ~ h o r - A b ,  bu t  the A R s n i d  
of the former pln.cc told us tha t  a t  ~ h o r - A b  me should nnt  be n.ble to 
~> i~oc~ i r e  fodtler for our horses. W e  liscl thus to make a long ma 1.~11 t;o tdie 
vill:q,yo of Cl~nshma-i- Hafiz6n. I would willingly hn.ve t,urnetl tomn.rd 3 

l<:~.r;t-l<hovnl, in the dilxntion of S:irnarliand, but mllat could we do P 
K propos of provisions, the 4)caI Alcsokcil very seriously a.sl.;ed m e  \vllei hcr 
he shoulcl at; once collect forn.ge for the ltnssian troops or not; ? I n u s  
very innoh surl)risecl a t  t h ~  q~lestion, but  1 sllbsequttutly lenrnt tl1a.t dur- 
ing the previons sumlner ~vllen our troops were massed :~,t JLln and  wer;: 
rc.:~,cly to cross the BukhEiran frontier, the  Bnli l~ira~n nntho~.itic!s 113.4 

n rn,nged, tlirongh tlie village Elders and Ak.~akdls,  to  collec:t forage fl,r 
them and to  ct,ore p r o v i ~ i o n a ~ l o l i g  tlie route tolley were to follow. I, oi' 
course, cc~uld say nothing defin~te in r ~ p l y  to (,he question of t,?ld: 

-1 /;.soktil. 
Tt)-d:ag, 17th Febn1n.r~ (1 st  Rlarch) 1 879, T l>nss~cl t h r o ~ ~ g h  tlie " Iron 

Gnt,os " f o r  the fourth tirnc. The gorge ha(1, or C O ~ I - S P ,  t.11~ sa.rne ~noui*nl-'nl 
apl?eajrance that i t  always p~.er;ent,s. I3nh on this occ:l.sio~l tiherr! was 110- 

ttlling rn11;rtever t o  t ; ~ k e  away from t,he 11:i~rsh imp1,ession ml~ich tliese 
wild, I~nre, cleft rnnsses of rocli, lleaped 11p one 011 the other, proclnce or1 
t.ho tr:ltvellcr. The  clntnps of a.11no1lil :tilt1 pistrncbio nut  trres, \vhicll in 
t hc sulnmt!r season so ~ i ( * t ~ u r e s c ~ l i ~ l y  a(1d tlie s l i d e  of tlli(?ir I ~ r i ~ l l t ,  gree11 
t,o t'lic sombre stone ginnl,s, \\?ere now enveloped in honr-frost. Some 
O F  them, incleed, ternptc(1 hy  the w r y  warm weather of the l~reviocs five 
or t,cn rl:~ys, hn,d premat-(urrly pnt  on their spring co lo r~ r i l l~ ,  1)nt thcso 
looted tlln more sorrowful on account of the retlirn of l : ~ d  and wint,ry 
rvea,t'hcr. 

As me rotle out  of sir-Ah, there mere 3" of frost, and the rain 
and snow, which lia,d f:~llen the evel~ing before, m:ls ci,\rerecl with a re- 
gular gla*zed frost, over which the horses constantly slipped and si.um- 
bled, the more so as t,he ice-l~ound mountain t,rncks had detac1:ed t,hrir 
l:ctlly-fitted shoes. After  riding a dista~lce of frorr~ 6 tar,  7 r:er.aks ( 4  t,o 



43 miles), I was oblignl to  have m y  horse reshod by the road-side, other- 
wise the  a a i ~ n a l  would have either broken his 1cg or I m y  neck, The 
whole trouble arose frklm m y  having given the  order a t  ShirillAd that 
all the  horses were to  l)e shod, since we had before us a mountain 
in  tlle minter season, bn t  the  shoeing was carried out  by the  Jtgits very 
iodifferently. Iudeed, a n  examination dur ing  this  march showed that 
many of t h e  horses had not been shod a t  all. The  men in  fault  therefore 
me t  with the  punishment which they had deserved. 

'CVe had only g o t  about 10  versts (6: miles) from Sir-Ab, when a 
thick f o g  enshrouded the neighbourinp heights, and as  i t  gradually 
thickened a l ight  rain began to  fa811. This ~ o n t ~ i n u e d  for  about half an 
hour, after which the  foq  agnin somewhat cleared off; but by the time we 
had issued from the  " I ron  Gates " and had bcg1111 t o  rise to tlie Ak- 
R a b j t  pass, t he  fog  became so thick once more illat we could not dis- 
t inguish anyth ing  a few paces aheacl, whilst on the mou~ltain p l a t ~ a u  of 
Ak-Rah8t there blew a stroiig and piercinc wind. After a f urther ricle of 
7 4  hours we reached the hal t ing-gro~~ncl .  Here a cold wr-etched hu t ,  
with a fire kindled on i ts  es r t l l~r i l  floor, seemed t o  u s  h ~ ~ n ~ r y  travellers a 
more comfortable refuge than tile hest hoste1i.y in the world. Immed~ntely 
we had sat down near the  fire ancl hat1 drunk off z large cupful of hot tea, 
fatiglle ~ e e m e d  to take its hand from off us. 

On the  morning of the  13th  IQebruary (2nd March) with the thermo- 
meter registering 4 clcgrees of frost, we g o t  up very early, as we :ll\says 

) > (lid, and rode out of the " Spr ing  of thc Songsters, as t l ~ e  name of t l ~ e  
vlllap, called Chaslima-i-Il;iliz.in," ma.! he trans1;~ted. Along our 
route we fr t~quent ly came across mount a ~ n  streams and torrent hetls, 

I 1  a l l  of which were ice-hountl. l h e  route gradually descended in a north- 
ivesterly direction, so t h a t  l~eyontl t,lle Ii-l):ig;in pass the nlountains fell 
t o  t he  level of not, very sha~-l , ly  (lclinc~tl 11illoc.k~. From the pass j u s t  
named begins the  valley of ' I ' : rnqi- l lar&~~~,  wllicl~ hits the apprarance of a 
\bright looking swaid, Hankcd Ly t ~ n t - r ; l i ; ~ ~ ~ t l  t111loc.lis. I n  tlie valley ill- 
self there was no snow, hut  the tops of t l ~ e  hilloclis were covered \villi 
a very thick layer of l igh t  snow of dazzlinq btightness. I n  riding to  
tile group of winter huts whic.11 b ~ a r  ~ J I P  name of llangi-IIaritn, we saw 
fl.eshly ploug1ied-up f i ~ l d s  t l l :~t Ilacl l~ot, yet  been sowu over. I b r e  tile 
wrrather mas yrlite ~ e n i a l .  

The  next d ~ y ,  i.e , 19th T"c:l)rn:iry (3rd Jlarch) we startled off again by 
a route which, as fa r  as  I<usll-Lu-;h, runs a l o n ~  the ICicahi-IJru-I):i~.ia 
stream. ~t Kush-Lush tho s t r e :~m jurt  named i.: joined l)y the K6ttj;i- 
Urn-Dalis. From Kush-Lnsh to G11z5r mu rotlo along tlio Guzir-Daria 
stream. At  Guz6r I made x halt. 

For some days, through l;lziness, I hat1 not  written u p  my journal. 
It may be that this idleness tool; p~,scession of mc, hecause I was now 

through familiar places, and of whicli 1 have : ~ l r c a d ~  mall0 
mention in the first volume of my present work. Nt.verthcless, let ue 
look back, for it may be that  I sliall be able to  fitid s o ~ n e t l ~ i n g  
to reconl. 

C;nzAr ((;nt-ziir) siznities " grief it.~clF," but this grief cxists only in 
t h e  tl-;lcIitionq of tlie inhnbitxrrts. ' L ' l l ~  name givon to tlie town was 
tlr11.ivpd From thc st,nry tha t  in nltl t i l n ~ ~ ;  t h p r ~  IV:L~ i n  thia neig11hourl101,d 
a 1 ; l r p  forest, and in this forest t l~crc were many wild boars (Ouzir 



means literally a ~uclcing pig), which ditl mnch harm to the crops of 
tile living round ahout. NOW there axe no traces of a forest, 
except tha t  the  town lies buried alnongst green gardens, whilst pigs 
live only i n  the tradit,ions of the ~ e o p l e ,  who, however, in their 

of l ife are very little removed from the aninla1 after which their 
town i s  called. 

However this may be, in the town of Gnziir, with its mud-built  
hu t s  and thick garclens, tllero are said to be more than  10,000 inhabit- 
n~l t s .  W i t h  the Bcg of Guzjr ,  ABram-Khiin, son of the Amir of Bu- 
khira ,  the reader has become suficiently acquaintetl from a perusal of the  
t,hird &apter of the 1s t  volume of this  work, a'nd doubtless he has not for- 
gotten what answer General Stolnitoff gave him. AEter tllat, vkz., during 
the  summer of 1878, Alrram-ICliin was at SBma'rkand, i n  the  capacity of 
head of a Bulihiran Mission sent by the  Amir  t o  General Iiauf lnann. 
The fa.ct was tha t  a t  the particula,r t ime of which I a m  spealiiug, S imar-  
kand tvns the head-quarters of the  JAm det,achrncnt, wl~ich  we,nt through 
tvhat is widely known a,s t he  " Diarrhaea Campaign."* The  results 
of 'l'ura-JBn's visit to  the Rnssian head-quarters was t h a t  he beca'me 
" civilised," and so, on the occasion of my visit t o  him, I had not to  sq1in.t 
down on my heels. A t  the Uasfar-li'llcil~ there were plates, spoons, furlis 
and f l r t t i  qlranli, and tlle tea was poured out in nice crystal glasses. It 
appears tha t  Tura-J i n  11iinselE was not indis1)osed to  give his guest,s [vine, 
bnt  the M(~lch,s.anz-Bd.4 and the K&, \vho sat on either s ~ d e  of Iiim, 
greatly agitated him with their reproaclll'ul looks. Alimm-KliLn appea'retl 
t.o me  to  l ~ o  neither a more intelligent, nor a more foolish man tllan he 
tvas i n  the summer. Th i s  n ~ e a n s  in  o t l ~ e r  words tliat he was as  shal lo~v 
as  evcr. 

Prom Gnziir me made two marches t,o t,he town of Ii6rslli. Here, 
oE course, we had to T)iky a visit to  the Beg, and to  receive from him t(11e 
customary gifts. 1 tlien presented his youllgest son \vit,h a revolvel-, 
\vIlich he carnecl off in triumph, and t o  his eldust son I gave two bot t l t?~  
of At,l;inson's l~erfumcs. 

I listtnetl t o  singers and musicinns, aud loolied on a t  the perfor~nances 
of dancinq boys ( b n t c l r a ~ ) ,  kc.,  kc.  

l )ur i i~g  my visit to A,[ullnh-IClliin-Bii, Beg of I<Arshi, he very mnli- 
ciously langhed a,t our " friend," the Beg of ShiriibLd. 'l'he fact was 
I haft the lat tcr, tllough younger, had r~ce i rod  clul*illg the  w i n t ~ r  the ralll; 
of Per~iann'chi, wllicli is Iligl~er t,linn tjhat bor~le by t,he Beg of I<A~nsl~i. OE 
all thr3 malicious snecri ng ,  a.t t,lie expense of t,he Pet.ant~dcc/li of S llii.;il,Ltl, 

the  only importjnutl pitcc of in f~r rna t~ ion  was tha t  ollr " friend," on 
receipt of the first t i l ings  of tlisorder a t  &fnz&r-i-Sllarif, had llastened to 
report t o  t1he Alnir of 13nkll;irn tha t  those memhers of the I t n s s i i ~ ~  Mis- 
sion, N ~ I O  had boon loft llellind, bod been robbed of everything, 
only just escn.l)e(l being liillctl. 

I hnltetl at lcrirshi as I was not, p i t e  well. 
To-day, 2.l.th Icebrtinr~r ('3tl1 Y arc h), we n)de ollt of KQrshi, ha]t,ed 

f o r  tile nigllt a t  t.110 village of K i i l i i l ~ ,  25 z:er,vlj (168 miles), to  the 
-- P . . -- .. . - -. - - - 

l'l'c tr""l18 qnnrt,fsl.cd ~t .Tim s~lffcred grclat,ly t l ~ r  ~r,llolc time from tliarrllrrn. TIle 
tile t lc~11chln~nt  ~rk~.iouslg nssigl~otl tl~c c:lllsrs of t,llis ulrfortunnte epitlcruic~. I t  

wns stated* however, the victualling al.rsngolnelrte of tile broopr, were e r c ~ ~ i l l g l y  
bad.-Author. 



north-nest  of K.irrhi. Pl-orn t.he town of KRmhi, and tllroug~loot 
t lle whole of this by's march, wt? traversed a very thickly populatd 
conntry. Ahlng botll sides of the road there s,retcil very large 
villag:.r~ in  which therc mnst I)e several hundreds and  even thousands 
of huts.  

The  village of KnhsGn, for example, has 2,000 houses and a qolxl 
bazaar wit11 shops. It was npp;~~.ent,  however, t ha t  tile inhabitanis 
these v i l l n e s  do  n l , t  h:~d tlic~nselves witbout great  lahour. ''lie people 
are  for the  rnost part  ng~ic:ult,liribtc, mllilst their fields are very 
a i d  the  owners arcbin constallt dread, lest their holdings cvill be swa]lon~- 
eL1 up by the  a( l jui~l ioe sandy waste. Indeed, it becumes perfectly 
s t ranxc to see how all tlle veriest p:~tches of ground tha t  are suitable 
Fur cultivation are  c.arefully tilled, tvlien side by side lie the w;ives and 
breakers of a veritable sea of sand. 

Kokir, 26lR k'ebr.?rat.q (10th RIarcll) .-Kakir is not a ki\llZ& ( i . e . ,  
n villaqe) as t h e  lateht n;ap of C,>nt~.nl Asia, issued by tlle General Staff, 
represents ; i t  is not evc.11 a group of winter huts, but  :L rc~hdt itor serai, 
wherein travellet~s can tind s l~el ter  and a night's lodging. I n  the great 
cleserts of Central Asia such ~ c l / ~ r i l ~  are  very frequent and collstitute a 
real blessing t o  tmvellcrq, being b1111t almc~st throughout the caravall 
trade-rootes which cross the, desert in nil directions. \Yhere, however, 
there is no  water, no serai or mhdt exists;  but  how cau one carry 
a supply in the  desert 'r Enc11 mbdl usually has attached to  it, 
therefore, a stone rebervoir into which t h e  ruin water flows. 1 1 1  

order, too, tlixt tho supl'ly may be preserved from rapici evapo- 
ration, wliich under tllu rays ( I f  a n  almost vertical and scorallinp sun 
i t  mould very so011 do, the  cistern or Scbrdcil, as i t  is loc.ally called, is fur- 
nished with s stone cupola. 'l'llus the erection of such mbds arc1 
usually due t o  the  i i l i  tiative of c1l:rri t a l~ l e  persons, possessetl either of 
authority or affluence, Central Asiau rulers, wisllinq t o  acquire po- 
pularity, have built rabclfs, i n  various parts of t he  desert. The inclivi- 
clual who cons t ruc t~d  mow of these th:~u anyhody else wns Abdn1lal1- 
K h j n ,  the  famous rulrbr of I311l<llira, who lived about 300 years aqo (153s- 
15'37 A.D.). Very naturally, thorefore, almost every rc/h(A wllich now 
exists is ascrilpd to  thie sovr.reig-n. U I I ~  the  rublii at Icakir w:rs huilt I I Y  
a private indivicluul, a certain Zakaria, l ) n ~ / ( ~ r -  Khcit/c!/r, 
wllo lived '200 years aye. I t  is duo to this  fact t h a t  this man's 
name is handed clown from p n e r n t i o n  to generation, whilst t l ~ a t  of t l ~ e  
RovPrPiqn, a t  wllose court Zak:~ria lield the post of Ua~lar-Khtittchi, has 
been forgottvn. 

From the  hnl ting-ground of l<hwii jn-M~~lbrak we rose a s  us~lnl, 
and dur ing  tlle entire ma.rch t o  Kakir, a distance of 3 fn'.~h or 
2,3 l-e,-.qta (163 miles), rain fall ing tlie whole time. The son of the 
Bek of Kirshi,  t he  Miroklrur Ahdul-Aziz, was very happy in such 
rainy weather ; and as  he  pleasantly regarded u s  said that, under 
such circumstances, he would willingly accompany us t o  116shkand 
itselE. When  he took leave of us at Kakir, there was no end t o  hiu 
good wishes. . 

During  the  whole of this day's march, we rode over a level and soft 
road whereon the sand was not very deep, but  a sandy plain stretched 
beyond the limits of the eyc's vision lor many handrerls of q o a r e  



versls.  Around there was not  a bl:~de of gross nor a sign of life ; 
death alune seemed to  reign on all sides and sands, sandy salt- 
marshes (Solornchaks) , low sand-llills (Rarklrdn.~), devoid even of such 
hardy growth as the crooked sakaarrl, accoinpanied us throughout 
the march. 

We mere mct  a t  Kakir  by a deputation specially sent f rom Bukhi ra  
for that purpose. 'lihe head of the depntati~m was the Karnul-Beg, 
A bdurmhm6n-PISirza, who iri Cormcd me tha t  he had Leeu expecting 
me a t  the rub& for the previous three days. 

Hefore me was a very large square enclosure with walls of burnt  
brick rising to a lleight of 1 0 $  feet, and wit8h toivers a t  the  four corners. 
On the  east side, the  enclosure w ~ s  erltered by gates in the  Arabic 
style nrithout tilas. Inside the gates aacl r u l ~ n ~ l l g  along three sides 
of the interior of the enclosure were thrcle wide ancl lofty corridors 
covered over wi th  huge stone cupolas. A l o r ) ~  tlle outer walls of t he  
corridors mas stabling acconlrnodativn suficient for 80 horses. A very 
narrow passage, under the arch of one of the corl-idors, led t o  a square 
covcrecl-in space, in the  centre of the  r a b ~ i l .  This  inner onclos~zre was 
paved with blick tiles 2nd nrns lcept very clcan. On i ts  western side 
throe doors ol,eued into three dmcallinq places. 'I'he centre of these, a 
square room with a Gothic vnultetl roof, ha11 been preparecl for my 
reception. The walls of the room were very cleanly stuccoed, and the 
bricl; floor was spread over with carl)ets and coverlets. The room was 
in fact  very colnforta1)le. T h ~ ~  trnveller erbsconcc~d in this refuge woul(l 
be safe from ally storm, and he micllt cnnqicler hi11iselE beyond the  
reach hot11 of I ) ;1d  weather an(l oE s t c l l l ~  ro1)bel.s. The walls of tllp 
n h d t  \ ~ c ~ c  so t!iicl;, tha t  ilcitl~er tlie 1)1111~t of 3, nomad's match-lock n91. 
that of the Gcrtlau ~nifle could pencbtmte thc'rn. 'l'e:~ and the  dosfor-k/lci~c 
bo ~r0~11p t ly  set before us enablccl us  to langli : ~ t  the  storm nlhich w:~s 
::igillg c,ut,sitl~. C~rtail11.y tht:se tabcils  c(~r rs t ,~ i t~ te  a great  I)lesuing to  
trnvellei*~. The Karcxrll-lip9 turned o11L to  Ile a vcJry ialliati\re incliyl- 
tlu:~l. He told rric tha t  lie llatl hut ~*c)lnc~utly come frorn l1rishkaud 
together wi t.11 1tahin:~t- Ul l ;~  11, thr. lllit.(lhh 167, and tlint t hcy had mct, 
on the road, a t  Kuyilk-hlazQr, l -eranl 1311liitsel 2nd rl'olx,grsi)ll,,r BI,I- 
tlerski wllu were re turn i~ ig  i1.on1 l{nlill;ii;r ; tha t  ilie C;ovcr~~or-Oenp,,al 
of Eussi:tn Tnl.liist61i hncl maclc all his preparations for going t o  St. 
l'etersburg, and was only waiting for a telegram from the Il,nssia,n 
Minister of War, bu t  since he had not receivecl pel.mission to  go  lie 
was obliged t o  remain atrl'Qsllknnd ; t11;lt the Amir of Bnlihiirn was a t  bis 
country I IOUS~~ ,  3 V G ~ S I S  (59 miles) d i ~ l ~ l ~ ~ t .  from 1Julillir:i; tha t  he had 
heard of my illness, kc., kc .  

As soon as  the rain had stopped I went  outside, nncl th rn  saw t h a t  
side by  sidc with onr serai was anot,lic.r round structnre also built of 
baked brick. 'rho Iiuge cupola of this  slructure t,owtrred t o  a height 
of nearly (iO fcet nhove the surrounding ~ i lndy  waste and so enabled tl-a- 
vellers to know, whilst t,hcy wcrc yet far  011; tha t  a refuge here awaited 
them. Tlle iutcrior of t l ~ e  building was apl~roached by n door on itjs 
western side. On entering I found tha t  the level of the water R T ~ ~ S  

reached by a f l igl~t  of stone st.eps. The interior presented the appear- 
ance of a vast well from 100 to  I40 feet in diameter. The rc- 
servoir was not on this occasion filled. with surface \vater, but  i ts 



slll)ply mas brouqht from a distance. Usually, hon.ever, tile rain-rnilter 
is drai~red into the  reservoir, bu t  as during tile previcius ivinter there 
b:ld benn scarcely any rain a t  all, a sopply lrad bee11 diverted by mealls 
of a canal leading from the Iiasbka-Ilaria river. The sarne river also 
ferds tile sirddb or  reservoir a t  the villawe of ghw&ja-Mul,&rak wllicll 

P 
lies half-way between Iiulisiir~ and ICak~r. K,rr.ozll-fjeg iulormetl 
me  tlint there were 30 s t ~ p d e a t l i n c r  down to  bottom of tile '? rvt~ll, and a s  the depth of each s tep 1s not less th:ln one foot, this 
lueans tha t  tlle tleptli of the water in the reservoir is about 23 feet. 
In  he c:npola and i n  the  side-walls small apertures have been l e f t  for 
p~irpows of ventilation. 

A s  I was lrnversi~rg this particnlar locality for the first time, I 
~l:rtu~.ally ]laic1 more attention to  it than  I shoul(1 have otllerwise dollu,  
I n  doing so, I could not hn t  notice several inac~curacies on the >lap of 
(:eutrnl Asia issr~etl in the ycnr l h76,  and corrected ill 1878 the 
Cithneral Staff. 'l'llus sevel*:~l villnges asre not  shewn at- all, whilst 
o~hr1.s are  noted which do  not exist. For example, tlie villng-es ( f  
I);~ritcha, Baigan, a ~ ~ d  others are not marked, mlrilst Aluznrg and Buzurg, 
which :Ire dried up  resel.voii.s, are noted as  villi~ges. '1'11~s i t  is ii~ell 
t h a t  the  Tv]~ogra~l~her  Benderski should 11av~  come this  way, for now 
these omissiolrs and mist:~kes will he rectified. 

\V hen 1, after m v  ins1)ect ion of the sit.(/&, had ret,urned to m y  own 
qoartrrs,  t he  ~ a r c c r l l ~ ~ e g  told ma tlrnt the  Anrir of Yulthhra had wri t ten 
t o  his d l i ~ n k h r ~ r ,  whilst he was at Tgshliand, to tell l l i~n  to ask the 
Governor-Genor;\l t ha t  the same medicine with which I had provided him 
when 1 was at Shaar  might  be sent to him; t h a t  the Governor-General 
had t:llien a long t ime t o  reply to the request made, perhaps because 
there was no more of the same medicirie to be had, and tha t  for this r e~son  
11e had written to  tell me to g o  t o  Bulrhira on my way back from 
Afgh6nist6n, &c., k c .  

Laraul ,  24th Febru,rr.y (8 th  March).-IIere the same dcsert strikes 
the eye as on the preceding stages. I ) ~ i ~ - i n g  tliis day's marc-h, however, 
tile sands sometiines give place to patcllcs of claycy sclrist ; in sr~cli 
l()c:rlitips the  tr:rck is level as  a table. 'l'he d i s t n n c ~  l~etween Kaltir 

Karaul is reckonptl t o  b~ about e U  cersls ( I  3,1 miles). Ifil 7.01lfc we 
t w o  other ruined rabtils. One of these UuzLclli, wllich lies a t  a 

distance of 4 a e r s I ~  (23 ~niles! to  the north-mest of Z<alcir must I1:1ve 
been of very tl im~nsions, for i ts  massive portal still rises high 

the levp] of the steppe, and i ts  malls cover a large arrJ;r. \vitliin are 
numerous dwelling places, or rather the ruins of suc l~ ,  ant1 c,;~c.h is covered 
in a light ant1 pretty t,rit ruined cul)oln. The stucco 011 the w:tlls and 
on tile ogive cupcll:~s is still in n good state of preservatio~i. On certain 
parts  the  rnalls there have been traced inscriptions, monograms, clrrcl- 
nngrams, and various specimerrs oE road literature. Tlir whole building llns 
been constructecl of handsome burn t  brick. A t  some little d i s t a n c ~  from 
the ra61il rise the  cupolas of two reservoirs. One of these is silted ul) 
with sand, has heen blown by successive storms I I ~  to  the very 
walls of tile building. The  other, although in a good state of prcserva- 
tion still free from sand, does not contain a single drop of water. 
This mJ&, according to popidnr tradition, was built  by Ahdullah-K hAn, 
Khakan ( i ,e . ,  Supreme Sovereign) of Bulilllm. Consequently it must be 



more tllan 300 years old. At the s ight  of such buildings the  thollght in- 
volllntarily the head, how great  must have been the Bukhirans of 
old days, and how thev would have eclipsed the Bukhgrans of to-day, who 
not only not of themselves inaugurate such grandiose a,nd useful 
buildings, but who a,re not even able t o  keep them in  their ~ r i s t i n e  con- 
dition. I am now in a building of the kind though the Kara~lZ-rahbt i s  
scarcely on so large a scale as  the  one just spoken of. 

Le t  the  reader picture t o  himself a square, each side of which 
measures approximately 700 feet, and t h a t  each wall rises t o  a height of 
about 20 feet, with towers a t  the same distance from each other. I n  
the  centre of one of the  walls rises a portal t o  a height of about 56 feet, 
i ts  edges being covered with tiles of various colours, t he  greater par t  of 
which, however, have fallen out. No t  fa r  from the  gate  is the  usual 
reservoir, and here too are various squalid shops whereat all necessaries 
can be purchased. Thus, for example, a centaine of lucerne can be 
bought for 2 roublss, whereas at Tishkand such cheapness is not thought  
of, except towards the end of February a.nd in  July. 

As you enter the  quadrangle, you are simply struck with i t s  l l u ~ e  pro- 
port,ions. Along the  sides of all four walls is a vast corridor with windo~vs 
froin 10 to  14 feet above the  ground. Both along the  outer and the  
inner w;rlls of this  corridor there are stalls for horses and ca,tt,le, and I 
a m  not exaggerating when I say tha t  300 horses could here be pickettell. 
The corridor ~ t~se l f  encircles a considersble space, inside of which there 
are nlore st,alls. And here too are numerous dwelling places, all of 
which have either flat or valllted roofs, a'nd some of them are double- 
storii?d. 

I-lere too t,he walls have 1,ecn t'raced over with scribbling of all liinds. 
Some of my Cossacks could not withst,and the temptation of writing 
t,heir own names in s corner as  well as a short history of their jour- 
neying. This br~ilding, too, is sscril)cd to tthe same great builder of 
I3r~k11:~ra 01 the middle ages, vz;., Abdi~llnh-Khlin. I n  order t o  give an  
idea, O F  the great 1:lbour which must have been expended in the constrclc- 
t,ion of t,llese st,one towlis (for every Lniltling const.itntes an entire town), 
I will only say tlli:tt for many hundreds of ??ersls round there stretches a 
I ) : L ~ c ,  sandy desert, : m i  consequently bricks n.nd cement and every other 
kind of \wiltling ~na, te~. ia l  must, have had t.o be 1)rougllt from a great dis- 
t,;i ncae, prol),zl)ly from l311khLra i t d f  ; tliat provisions for the labourers, to  
S:IV nothing of the 1;rl)ourers then~selves, llad a l w  to come from Bulih;ira. 
How n~uc:tl t i r n ~ ,  how much labour, then, and ~naterinl must have been 
t.sl)t!nded in  one such I ~ ~ ~ i l ~ l i n g  ? And yct sc~cll structurps mC1.e scst,tered 
with t,htt hounlii'ul I I ; I I ~ ( I  of the great A ' A I L ~ ~ L  a1111ost by the side of 
every ca.mvan rout,e of Central Asis. 

l1o-d:1.y 1 breakfasted in a t~l~oroughly Ellropean style. Everything 
had been sent from Bukhhra by order of, and through the  friendliness 
of, the Amir. Thus the breakfast was served OD English crockery and 
china; the knives and t,he forks were from Heneke] at Solinpen, 
l.h(? s1)C)OnS were of ltussian rnanufn.cture, t,he tw,l)le ]inen was from 
Vl;l,dirnir. Melons were served up at desert, and i t  certainly w:~s 
very s,grt?e:~bie to t,ast.e fresh melons at t.11. end of February in  a 
hare and sandy waste whereon water, fit t o  drink, is not slwvays 
to  be had. 
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The Karal( l -R~g to-da'y warned me tha t  breakfast the  neat moroing 
would be a t  Khoka'nd, a str:l,ge which is distant 1 (11) a e ~ s l ~  = 64 
miles) f rom Bukhi ra  and  that, there a ;Pok,rliba, with a detachment of 
tmops, who had been sent expressly for  the purpose by the  A d r ,  would 
meet me. 

Khokand, 28th Feh+nnry ( l2U Narcd ).--At length the weary desert, 
through which we had been riding for several days past, camp to 
an  end, and in place of sand we now went t l l r o ~ y h  deep mod,- 
mud so deep that I t l ~ o u g h t  t'haf all t he  horses would dislocate their 
legs in slipping about for two good hours in  a sea of deep and 
slosh. 

The  distance between Karaul* and Khoka<nd is rec~koned a t  4 
t&, i.e., about 50 ner.rdu (33i  miles), for the  B ~ ~ k l l i r a n  taah is oot 
less than 10 r~e~.stn (63 miles). T h r e ~  lash lie through the desert a ~ ~ d  
the  fourth l a sh  tlhrouph inconceivable mud. TWO rqemts (1% miles) from 
Karaul we rose t o  a flat and sandy pl:i.teau. Here the stirface of the 
g r o u ~ ~ d  wits strewn all over with lumps of quartz. .A11 around is a 
shroud O F  a dirty yellow sand \vhereon the eye finds nothing to  light, 
every sqnirre 1:srsI being as  similar to  i ts  neiglll,our as  one drop of water 
resembles another. The  whole track is \vliitened with t,he b o ~ ~ e s  of f;lllen 
anini:~ls, and  111 all direct,ions rise u p  the low .sand hilloclis of n lirn itloss 
ocean of sand. An intlescriba1)le Eeeling of sadness is by this 
desert wade. And yet  this is only a very sm;~ l l  area, a narrow gulf 
o :  tile grchat sandy ocei1.n of Tnran. 'l'o a Ellropean it is tlnil~telligible 
hnw any hutn:tn bring can exist in  suc.l\ a waste for the sj)ace of' an 
entire lire Lime, alirl ye t  t o  the sern i-harl~nr, !us Turk~lmiin i t  is very 
little itlf(1rior t o  Paradise, for it i s  to l ~ ~ r r l  the must attractive count,ry in 
the  \vo11;1.i. 

A slopin:< sandy descent brought u s  t.o the foot of a very sharply 
cn t  r i ~ l p  of limestone forma.tion. I-lerc. tcw t11e1.e were 111mps of ;rlsl~as- 
tor. TIie rn:~tl crosses this  ridge b y  a Iliw pas.<, which rises somp 2110 or 
3110 I'eet nl)ove the  level of the  sur rnu~lc l l i t~  ~~,l;ri!i. A t  the very foot  
of tile ritlge lie tile ruins of a 1.trbdL called Mama-Jargati. On the (+en- 
era1 Staff Map t h ~ s e  ruins are marked as a village. Now I do not know 
rnhat sources of information were made use of' in  the cornpililtion of this 
ma,), hut it was very much out  as regards my present line of route, and 
i t  npppars to  me t h a t  this locality has brmen de l in~ated  from information 
found in Brlrnes' work. A t  t he  ruins of Millla-Jargati  there is not a 
drop  of w a t , ~ r .  

From thn  top of a low plss  there opened out  a landscape more varied 
fIlaD t,hnt which i t  had been ollr Il,t t o  gaze llpon since we 11:l.d 
left, K51Sshi. To the west glistened the large salt lake callecl Shor-Kul. 
TO t! \e north-west and nort(h were indistinctly visible the  dark masses 
of tile p,rc.lel3~ ant1 suburbs of ~~~~~~~a. 

A e  Foon as  \ve had d~scenrlerl from the ridge spoken of, we seemed 
lit,~l.:rlIv t20 s ink into a s:~.lt clua,gmire. Here our track lay over a tongne 
O [  l ; L I I ( I  i j d t t \ l e ~ ~ ~  two sn.lt lalies, and, tho~.efore, t,he localitly wag very 
-- 

s 1rlli3 ,,,,!,dt (p!sp:+i) 1jea1.e t, l~is I I : L I ~ ~ C ! ,  because t l~ero is nlwct!-s ntatiollerl i l l  i t  8 party of 
RllkllS,rnrl h,,rsenlen for  the protectiol~ of travellere from Turkulniin robberd alld other 
- 

steppe pilEercara.-. . f  ~ r t h n r .  
t Sycc-idly as tllc said T~lrkulnln has probably acen no othere.- ZV. E. 8. 



marshy, fnr in 3.11 directions lay pools of a y~l lowish  salt water. Some of 
these had dried up leaving a thick crust of salt. I n  some of t , h ~ s e  pools 
I found crystal cu1)t.s side by side with needle aud slnb-,sl~:~pod piecaes 
of briny salt. Even the surface mud was encrusted with a wliite deposit 
of this mineral, and certain patches of ground were covered wit11 such a 
thick layer t h a t  the locality seemed a s  though i t  were enveloped in a 
covering of recently fallen snow. 

On m y  asking the  K,tra?~l-Beg whether the people of the country 
obtained their salt from these salt lakes, I received a negative answer, 
for i t  seems tallat the salt supply of the city of BukhAra is obtained from 
salt mines in  another part of the country. 

A t  a distance of 3 ver.ata (2 miles) from the  foot of the ridge, the  salt 
deposits became less and thc  first villages a'ppearecl, in t r u t l ~  very scluali(1, 
and further on were some stunted corn-fielh. i lut  t l y  n ~ u d  did not 
come to  an end ; in fact  i t  was here even still thicker and so oul- poor 
horses constantly stumbled and threatened their riders with mon~ental-y 
falls. 

Here, a t  the roadside, rose up  a high hill ( K 7 ~ 1 . ~ a ' / i )  the sides and top 
of which are thickly covered wit,h gravct-stonrs. J u s t  a t  this rnclm~trt 
there filed past us  a long st 'ring of camels la,den with Bukl~Li,an cot.ton. 
Some yards further on there now a.l)l~e;~red people dresqed in Lllcrltiks 
of varied colour, hereupon t h e  K a ~ n l r l -  8 . g  infornlecl m e  t1la.t i1~:se were 
the Z'c,ksn'tra and 8higovzc.l wit,11 their sultcb, \\l11o bad come out  to meet nip. 
This munnt tha t  the halt,ing-ground mas close by ; nTe accordingly 1-ode 
forward towards the group tha t  was a\vaitillg us, aucl exchal~gecl greet- 
ings with i ts  members. It sermc1d t l ~ a t  b0t.h tliese oHicinls, of wllo~u 0116 

nras the 7bDsn'ha, a sort of Fieltl-l\ia.rsl~:ll cc mnlandll~g the entire g~~s r i son  
O F  Bulrll&~.a,, and the other was the Sl l i ynvu l ,  a sort of Plirrister of k ' o ru i~n  
Affairs, had come out t,he previoils day Iron1 Balt11ii1-a to I<hoka.nd £01. tllc 
express purpose of meeting us. M'e then all rode togetller t o  t,he li:tlt,- 
itrg .pl:~ce, rvllere, of coarsfB, were r~poated  the  usual s;~lutntions a ~ l d  
i~lqnines as to  the  state of ea.ch others health. The  good mishr~s of 
tlie Anlir, who llad ht!;~r(l of my indisposition and who hnrl stbnt express- 
ly to know how I was, wese then conveyed to  me. I lwed Iiardly add 
tllxt, this delicate attelltioil on the part  of H i s  I-Iighness was very fl:lt,ier- 
ing to me. 

On the evening of tthis da.v, the Illirnl(.Jri~-, Rnhmat-Ullah, ca.me to  me. 
This truly loqua.cious indiviclual immc'diately began a lively conversation, 
in tllc c o ~ ~ r s u  of which he tolcl me, nntl inquired about, va,rious su1)ject-,s; 
how, for inst,anoe, tha t  he ha.d born to  'li:,llliand and  lirctcl there, x.l)oat 
our stay in Afghiaist An, about (h r  il111ess of Shir-Ali-Iil~iin, about re- 
colit e v ~ n t ~ s  in Afgl~iinist~iin, and about. thtr disorders which had occnrrcd a t  
Mazrir-i-Sl~axif, about the milit,ary oljerations of the  Afghins against, the 
English, kc., &c. l i e  ~vislletl t,o know the  stxength of t he  AfghAnarmy, 
because wllcn the Kumuu'b, Muhnmmnd-Hassan-RhBn, was a t  Tlislll;nnd, 
he had told him tha t  AfghiinistLn could put  into the field 100 La.ttnlions 
of infantry, and tha t  their armament was better than tha t  of the English, 
kc., kc.  Neither was the Nira lh .16~ d e n t  on t,he subject of my visit to  
Bukhhra,, telling me, for the hundredth time, the history of the 
medicine which I 11a.d given the Amir at Sllanr. Tn conclusion, he 
announced that, perhaps, on the morrow, or even later, he would again eet  



out for Tishkand. It seemed to  me an awkward question to ask him 
why he mas again going to Tjshkand ; but when I inquired whether he 
was going to  stay there long, he answered that would depe~rd 011 General 
Kauimann. A t  length he took his leave, wishing us good rest from our 
difficult journey and making us over to the care of the 'I'oksdba and of 
the Shigauzd. H e  then started off to go to the Amir in order to  tell 
His Highness in  what state of health he had found us. 



CHAPTER XI. 

IN THE TOWN OF B U K H ~ R A .  
Entry into tlie town of Rukhdra-A Jew-Our qr~arters-Letter from Sirdir  Naik-Mnhsm- 

mad-KhQn-Maksud's story-Espionage of " our kind, dear friend," the  Beg of Shir- 
abld-Thc prattle of Rahmat-Ull;th, Mirakhur-A native spectacle-A virtuoso on the 
Kamdncha-Visit to the Amir of I!ukl~&rn-Unexpected termination of the audience. 
The guest of tlic Kush-Begi-Rogdanoff'e cigarettes-Tlle Amir's presents-The citadel 
of k3ukhQra-My surgical patients-Yakfiboff the Jew-Fresh news aboul, Afghlnistin 
-Drive tl~rough tlie town-Search for dervishes-The Kalandar-Kha'na-In the bazaar 
of Bukl~bra-Mixed types-The Madvissa of Mir-ArLb-A colossal minaret-In a native 
" university "-A huge s tuden tT11e  discontented pr~fensor-Course of teaching in the 
Madrissa-Bird's-eye-view of the town of BukhBra-Vendors display their wares-Rate 
of exchange for Russian money a t  BukhBra-Again in the Bazaar-Dervisl~es-Our 
o rd i~~ary  tnmasha-Journey to tlie tomb of Khwija  Raha-Ed-Din-Again on the roof 
of the Madrissa-Unexpected scaudal, occasioned by the beautiful half of the BukliQ- 
ran population-Evenicg saunter in a garden-Visit of Mullammad-Sl~arif-Bii, Gov- 
ernor of Rnkl~Bra-First spring festival a t  Bukhbra-The popular promenade-A guest 
a t  the l~ouse of the Governor of Bukhira-News from AfghBnisttin-Bukliiran 
hospitality becomes inconvenient-Farewell audience of the A111ir of Bukllhrn. 

YESTERDAY a t  8 A.M. we left Khokand, which is not a separate village, 
as  shown on the General Staff Map, but a suburb of Bukhira. The 
~'oksa 'ba and the SlligavuZ accompanied us. Our route, right up to  the  
city walls, lay through a thickly populated and over-built locality. No 
traces of salt were now visible, but the mud was very deep. Houses and 
various buildings alternated with small fields, covered with the greenest 
corn, and on all sides there were trees in full blossom, such as apricots, 
aluchas and ak,obuklln',.as. Along the street, ~ v l ~ i c h  we traversed, there 
reigned the usual medley a d  patriarchal character of sccne. Certain 
po~tions of the road were completely blocked by laden asses and camels, 
whilst backwards and forwards sauntered and jostled a laage K/,o?d/-wear- 
in: crowd. People st'opped and workmen paused in their work and with 
gapiug mouths slowly accompanied us with curious p a e .  Certain 
persons too, who were of a more inquisitive turn of mind, fol low~d 
at our heels and chattered in a loud tone of voice ahout something 
which I could not understand. Our route lay past two or three 
very ordinary-looking ilZa.Tjzds and several small b l c l d ~ i s s n s ,  whilst 
near the city gates we passed by a very vast cemetery filled with vaults 
and tombs. 

Before us now rose up a wall of beaten clay some 30 feet in heiglit. 
The entrance gates (at the  south-east) and also the two towers on 
either side of the gates are made of burnt brick. Ir'lsorn Khokand 
to  these gates the distance is reckoned to be 10 v e ~ s l s  (64 miles). Aft.er 
passing through them, we a t  once entered a crowded and narrow 
street, shut in on both sides by mud walls and two-storied houses. Two 
riders abreast could only just make their way along. Fortunately there 
were no carts (arbas) in this street, but  we encountered loaded camels, 
which not olllv darkened the passage, but  made i t  difficult for us to 
squeeze past them. 



Further  on we passed several handsome lT1ah.i,ysnr, built  of burnt  
b r i c k  and we then reached the first shops of the bazaar, under  the  
vaulted roof of which we made our  way along. I was very 
with the  large number of JPWS we milt on the  r o d  ; there scamply 
have been fewer of t hem than  of other natives. After issuing from 
t h e  pierced cupola-shaped roof of t h e  bazaar, our ful-t,her route lay past 
two rema,rlrably handsome mosqlles, and we then came t o  the  quarters 
appointed for our reception, having traversed ahout 6 aersts (4 miles) 
of t he  city.  The  quarters, or so-called " palace," are, of course, of the 
same mud-built order as  o b t a ~ n  almost everywhere in  Central Asia. 
It is nothingeout  of the  common; so I need no t  describe it here. 
Only  one of ~ t s  rooms has any  pretensions t o  European style, and 
tha t  one is fitted with a fire-place and glazed windows. Its furniture 
consisted of a fair table and four Vienna chairs, the backs and seats 
of which had been very fairly upholstered by natives with striped 
velvet. 

W e  reached our  so-called " p~lr tce " a t  10 A.M., and here the  most 
complete chaos reigned, for  n o t h ~ n g  had been gl lt ~Seady for  the reception 
of " t he  dear guests." The rooms had not  beenput  in  order, the court- 
yard had only just been s\vept out, and the furniture dusted wl~ilst  the 
dus t  stood like an immovable pillar in the atml,sphere around. However, 
a numerous crowd of Bukhiran dome\til.s rapidly brought everything 
t o  t he  required degree of order, and soon the usual cLnslur-ll.lldti,b aud 
breakfast were served up. A t ' t ~ r  the  lapse of some little time, the 
Brikhiran otficials, w l ~ o  had acconrp ~ n i e d  me, took their leave an? went 
off to  the  Amir with their report,. I appointed 4 P.M.  on the 2nd 
(14th) March as  the  t ime and date for my visit t o  the  Amir. 

Within two hours of the t ime of our arrival a t  our quarters in the 
city of Bukhi ra ,  a messenger from the  BeR of Shi r ib id  brought me s 
letter from S i rd i r  Ndk-Muhamm~tl-K116n at Mazir-i-Sharii. 'l'l~is 
letter was dated 1!3tli Rsrh-i-Al-Aw*~l [(:12nd February) 6 t h  March]. 
The  f o l l o w ~ n ~  is the tex t  of the letter as  translated from the  Persian. 

" To my t~xcellsnt, noble and  amiable friend, Dnctor YuvBrbki. " 
'' After Fr~enrlig wrlcome and p o d  wishes, I inform you tha t  I received 
your  friendly letter by the hand of t,he servant oE the  Oovern(1r of 

Shi r jb id ,  and I was very much rejoiced to hear of your safe arrival a t  
t h a t  place. 

cc  r egads  your loss of 1,000 tnn,r/nr, silver articles. and various 
poisonous drug, we have not up till now, and in  spite of all 11om:ln 

beer, able to find them, and consequently I have allowed the 
people to come back wlio were sent from Ilele. 

ct If the things should be found a t  any future tlme, I will a t  once 
send them t o  you. Here everything is g ~i ng on well and all is quiet 
amongst  the people and the  troops. I wish you all t h a t  is fur the 
best." 

The back of the  letter bore a seal mark stamped " Naik-Muham- 
mad." It was, of course, very great  kindness on the part  of this 

t o  tell me of the  search whic l~  had been made, with the 
object of finding my things ; and a s  I did not wish t o  remain in his 
debt, I instructed Zpmeso-Bek to write a short and polite letter to 
him, in .answer t o  his obliging communication. After this, the 



jigit, Maksud, who had been in General R:azgcinoff's service, dur ing  
his stfay in Ai 'ghinistin,  c:Lnle to me. H e  said tha t  the Afgllin Mis- 
sion had met with a hearty reception at Samarkand, arld h ; ~ d  received 
a salute of 21 gulls ; t ha t  the M ission had spent two days in the c i t , ~  
and llad then gone on t,o Tishkand in post carriages. On my askink 
Maksucl why he had left G e ~ ~ e r a l  R~azg6uoff"s service, when the General 
had wishetl t o  take him to  'l'ishkand, he replied t ' l ~a t  he had only tem- 
pora,t.ily left his service, and tha t  he ha.d every intention of going to  
him again ; tha t  he liad come to Bukhi ra  at tlie request of his sister, 
w l ~ o  had sent hiln t,llree letters, in  which she had given the Bul<lii~.an 
bnz;~sr run~oul~s,  which were to the effect t'llat all thc H~ussiatis left in 
Afghjnistkn hnd been killetl I)v t,he A f g h i ~ ~ s ,  and t,hat with t,hern their  
sel-vants had also ; tllat h ~ a k s u d  should g o  to her without fail. 
a ~ ~ d  so a.ssure lier of his o w n  safety. H e  at the same t ime told me tha t  
he had lef t  S6m:trl;and 2 2  c1;l.y~ previously, and t,hat he had heard 
not,l~ing of u s ;  hut  t ha t  nrhi~n he reached Bukliira,, lie had learnt t h a t  
tht: A tnir Sliit--Ali-Kh6n w i ~ s  dead, and th.tt. all the  Kussia.ns who had 
1)c:cn left a t  b1:~z:i.r-i-Sllarif had Lceu killed. It was also ~.umourt,d 
t l ~ n t  I allel my com;la.~~ions l1:1d been surrounded by Afgl l l r~ soldiers, 
a114 t,llat, thougI1 had a t  1 s t  Iiept them off for t111 ee d v s ,  our ammu- 
nition hat1 failed u . ~ ,  and  t ha t  t 11:ln t,he Afghans had oeiz! d and killed us. 
Otlretrs, on t,he ot,ller l~: t l~d,  sta.ted that  we 11ad not I ) e ~ n  killed, but  t h a t  
we hatl bren rol)l)c~cl of ever! t l l~ng ,  aud then allonred to go  in any direc- 
t ic~u. I was g1.ea.t ly surl,risrd at hearing from Malisud a story of th i s  
liin~l, a11d 1 coultl not u~lderstand from what sorlrce these rumours pro- 
ceec~ecl. Bu t  to-tlny Iny i ~ ~ s ~ ~ f f e r a l l e  but  irresponsible caravan-lld.~hi told 
rile t,llnt in t,h,. su!j\rrl)a oi' F;11o1<:1,r1d t,he Rlriynvrsl's people hsd asked h im 
110w me had heen ~ ~ I P ; I S H ~ ,  a,t~tl hnw we hatl g o t  away from MazLr-i-Sharif,. 
if the  AfgliA~~s h;uL shut  us up in prison? To t,hese quest-ions Nassir- 
li11;ill 1i;ld rcplieil I hilt, 011  the cont,rary, t , l~e  highest, Afgl~iin officials 
hail concl~lctecl 11s with hono~lr out of the city, :~nd  that  he thought i t  
s t , . ;~nqe  how s11c11 i t l l ( :  rumollrs had been bruited a bout,. W 11el.t Iillon the 
Sll i ,q, , i . / l lJs pecll)lc 1.c111rarkt:d tli:~.t t,liev knew all from the ShiribArl l3ek's 
r r > p ~ ~ . t , s  to  t h r  A~fiir. 'I'l~is meant that the sou~.ce of all these rurnvurv 
a,nll tittle-tntkle W:IS oticae more ascertained. 

St.ill j 1 1 s t . i ~ ~  n ~ r ~ s t  Oe done to our " friend " who had wrft,ten such 
s:veot Izt,ters t,o ~n\rn:.if n t ~ d  to the other members of the  Itclssian Mission, 
fo r  I I A  11i1d e s c ~ l l e ~ l  t,ly ;in11 methotlicn.lly carried o u t  his delicate du ty  
of :~c:t,iug ;IS a sl)y on the whole of us. I t  now Lecnme clear what 
his Ercqncnt drsl~:~tc.l~ of letters t o  the Mission meant, and what his 
1111,t~ive w:cs for s(,~ltlin(; so repeatedly sweetmea.t,s, fmi t ,  and various 
o t h ~ r  a r t ic l~s .  All thosc were mere plausible excuses for  enabling him 
to rnore convcnie~~ily spy out what we were doing. This alone I do not 
know whet,her he was a spy on his own a.ccount from a passion or  love 
for the sciellcu, o r  \vhat.her he did so by the Arnir's orders ? Probably 
thc I,ztt,cr stlpposition is the more correct. Furtller, i t  is clear why he 
scl~C tlic l%ultllciran envoy, Is11;in-Khwija, to tlie I;l(z'na'b with his 
c:ongra,t ,~~lat, io~~s; and to myself i t  was now as :~pparent as  God's 
t1:l.y tlmt Iluklr&ra llncl not, tlepnrted from her traditions, and was sti l l  
on the look out for any plausible pretext for constantly spying on her 
neigllbocil-s. 



Yesterday evening tha t  experienced humbug and frtvourite of tile 
Amir,  the diinrkhxr Kahmat Ullall,. spin came t o  us, and once more 

me murh  about A fghi~r i s tan ,  about her military strength, 
and a s  t o  whetlier General Stolaitoff ' o r  General Razg6noff received t,he 
most. attention ~vllen thev were i n  A f g h l n i s t i n ;  how the  Afghins 
received tbe  members of the Russian Mission; how they escorted and 
treated them kc., &c. H e  told me tha t  there was a rumour a t  Tishkand 
t h a t  General Stolaitnff had received from Shi r -h l i -Khin  13,000 tanga~.  
On this  point Zall~nan-Bek corrected the  Mirakh~br by saying that 
General Stlol;ritoff had actually received from tlie Afghin  Amir a prcsent 
i n  money, bu t  tha t  the  amount was 11,000 rupees, not 13,000 Laugas ;* 
t h a t  he had not a t  first wished to accept the money, Lnt seeing that  the 
Afgh ins  would be offentled if he refused, he was obliged t o  do so. Tlicn 
the  Miwkhur  stated t h a t  it was also reported a t  Thshkand tha t  General 
RazgGnoff had done all he could to  indu,:e t he  Amir Shir-Ali-Kh6n t o  
g o  to  Kussia, and t h a t  the Arrlir's desire t o  go to  St. Petersburm mas 

? attributed t o  General Razq6noff's influence over him. He then inform- 
ed us t h a t  t he  h'zcuh-  Beyi had received information from 'J'Ashkand t o  
t he  effect t ha t  the members of t he  Afgh in  Mission mould retul-n to 
Afghanistin within two or three days of the date on which the l~ltter 
was written, and tha t  they would be accompaniecl as  far as the Arnu- 
S a r i a  by several R~rssian oficials, &c., &c. A t  last he took his I eav~ ,  
wishing uq good-niqht, and again saying that,  perhaps, he would be 
going to  TAshkan(1 some days before we ourselves started for the same 
place. Why was he q i n g  there ? 

I ordered a11 our horses to  he re-shod. and I hoped tha t  during tho 
several days which I resolved t o  pass at Bulch6ra, they would, to some 
extent, g e t  rested. I had some idea, too, of suhst,iturinw carts for :ill 

-, 
my pack-transport, since the road b e t w ~ e i ~  Bu1;liara and barnarkand is . - 
througllont fit 'fur R healed transport. 

4 t h  (16/h) ~Var(.lr.-On the 2nd (13t,li) instant, I did not vi5it the 
Amir, a s  this  date  f ~ l l  on a P'ricli~y ; ;~11(1  alnongst the Rul,hrir;~ns it, is 
customary for the 1v1ioIe of tlie c.it,y pol)ul,~tion t o  asseml)lc, on tha t  day 
a t  the  Great  Masjitl (;lLeclret-i-Kuliotr) t o  pray. l ' h ~  Arl~ir  has :~lw:rys 
t o  be p r ~ s e n t  on t l l ~ s r  occasio~ls. Tlie time for my audience ti:id ~ L ' C ' I I  

arranged for 4 p.nl., or the period of tlip rC'/~mLz-i- Digar. Irl consecloelr,.c., 
however, of \vh ;~ t  1x1s I J ~ P ~  s ta t td  above, tile Arriir could n o t  ~*r.c.c$ive me. 

Abc,nt 4 o'clock t he  illirakhur camp to me with a reclucst SL-on1 t llc 
Amir  t h a t  I woultl excllse h ~ m ,  s i l i c ~  he was not ahle l o  ~.ec:clive Int3 at 
the  t,irne which hat1 \ ) e ~ n  appolnt~t l .  IIe then imrnediat cly cn tt-retl illto 
a friendly c o n v e r s a t ~ o ~ ~ ,  Lot one of his remarks somewl~at d~s t~ l l .h td  lny 
ecli~animity. EIe lct drop the observ:ttion tha t  I had prohnt)ly written 
down a n  account of all the places which I had v i s i t ~ d ,  atid t l i :~t 1 11arl 
done vary well i n  so actin?, 1,ecause 1 should thus give sa~isfaetion to  
myself a s  well as t o  my friends and acq~iaintances. 

This remark, I say, disconcerted me, since n e i t h ~ r  to  l ~ i m  nor to  
any  other native had I communicated the information tha t  I had taken 
notes. I therefore could not understand whence he had become aware 
of t he  existence of my journal. - 

Tbe nominal value of the tan.qn ie 20 Kopecks (about Gd.) ; that of thc rupee is about 
60 Kopecks (about 1s. Gd).--Author. 





t l~nlight tohis concession beneath them I cannot understand, since the 
01)servntion of the requirements of politeness can scarcely be held to 
be derng~t~ory,  esyecially in a country wherein everything depends on 
politeness and the rules of clecorum. I n  Bulrhira, as  in Central Asia, 
generally a guest always passes on foot through the gateway of his 
entertainer's honse. I n  the particular cases of which I speak, the host 
was the Amir of Bukhira, who, besides ordinary politeness, might look 
for acertain amount of the respect which is his due. Persons, therefore, 
wllo have ridden through his gates have broken through the custo- 
mary and uniformly obligatory r u l ~ s  of politeness. Such a procedure 
mould resemblo tho case of a man riding into the room of one of his 
acquaintances ; and I will go further. I regard the Bukhiran custom 
of dismounting before the gates of their citadel, in which have lived 
their line of sovereigns for a thousand years past, in the  light of the 
Russian habit of passing through the  famous "Red Gates" of the 
Kremlin a t  Moscotv with uncovered head. Imagine the indecorum 
of tha t  foreigner who, after he had been warned oE the custom, would 
not remove his hat on passing throng11 those gates. 

A t  the  gateway of the  Amir's palace, I noticed several mortars 
without their carriages, and over the gateway a clock. There were no 
sentries a t  the gates. The malls here are more than 35 feet thick. After 
me had passed through the gates, we were met by the Nirakhur, 
lillaichi, Inak, and certain other courtiers. W e  had now to ascend 
over a narrow but well paved pathway, and then to  traverse two or three 
narrow and tortuous lanes before we found ourselves in the court-yard 
of the Amir's palace, which proved to be an  ordinary but very large 
bnilding. After passing two or three termces, u p  to which led narrow, 
stair-cases with three or forlr steps and no balustrade, we ascended to a 
terrace, passed throng11 two or three rooms, andfoul~d ourselves in the pre- 
sence of the Ruler of tlie Fai t l~ful .  The Amir was sitting on a very infcrior 
sort of chair in the centre oE the room. I thought that  he would have 
rece~ved me in the throne-ro~m ; hut in this I was mistaken. As I en- 
tered the Amir smiled, and his good-loolting face, shaded by a strongly 
grizzled heard, put  on an affahle expression. W ithnut rising from his 
chair, he put out his hand for me to shake, and then with a gesture 
pointed to the chairs which had becn prepared for Zamaan-Bek and 
myself. We then sat down, ancl the usual conversation ensued, the 
eubjects being the ordinary compliments and exchange of good wishes. 
When I started off to go to  t,he audience, I supposed that  i t  would be 
prolonged, and I imagined that  the Amir would begin to ask me abou t 
the sojourn of the members of the R11ssi:rn Mission in Afghinistin, and 
atlout tho latest events a t  Mazir-i-Sharif; but my expectatioll was not 
fnlfillecl. The fact was that, after a conversation of a few minutes' 
duration, we had exhnustc*d the whole stock of complimel~ts and good 
wishes, and silence ensued. The Amir was on this occasion very pensive. 
I reckoned on Zamann-Bek's coming to my assistance, hut he obstinately 
Iiclcl his tongue. There tlius cusued an  awkward ant1 dead silence. 1 
wiqh~d to  renew for the tenth time the flow of all kinds of good 
wisllcs ; l ~ u t  a t  tllis juncture Xamaan-Bck made a movement as tll011g11 
he wished to get up, and then tlie Amir gave the s i p  that the audiellcc 
had cane to an end. 



After this we had t,o go and pay a visit to the KJlwsh-lle.qi, or 
D~lkliira,n Chancellor. The person holdiiig this office is the highest 
oficial in the I<hi~?ate of Bukliiira, but liis is not the highest rank 
i n  the ladder of tho Bnkliiran administration. 

Above him is the KllusA- Begi-AtlNzF, and al)ove him again the Jfirzcz ; 
but there arn no individuals with these two ranks a t  present in the 
Kbjnate  of L3ukliira. I n  former days, when the sovereignty of l3ul;liiira 
did not represent "only a simple souod " as now, but when i t  was a 
mighty power, the clominions of nrliicll extended from Osh (Ush) t o  
the  Aral Sea, and from the Ural to tlie Elindu-Kush, the Trans-Amu 
provinces were administered by a Buliliiran lord-lieutenant with tlie 
dignity of Atiilik.* 

The Khush-Bcgi t also lives in tlie citadel, his residence being 
a few paces off that  oE the  An~ir .  Tlie Klruslr-Bc~gi's quarters are, per- 
haps, still more unsightly than is the Arnir's lmlace. He met us some 
paces away from the staircase leading to  his house, and lie proved to 
be a grey-liaired, insignificant, liumpl~acl~ed, oltl man, with a countenance 
i n  no may remarkable. H e  was dressed in a Khaldt made of a beauti- 
ful I<aslimir shawl ; on his liend was l~ound a turban of the finest 
Indian muslin wrapped round in  innumerable folds. Interwoven wit11 it 
were spangles and other ornaments. EIe courteously invited us to enter 
his apartments and t o  partake of Bulihjran hospitality. But  it was 
evident that  we had come to  visit him earlier than we should have done, 
for the dastar-khh was not yet served, and nothing seemed to  be in 
i ts  place. At  length there appeared the usual Bukliiran sweetmeats, 
sugared pastry, crystallised fruits, and gugar in loaves, and also refined. 
The table was then laid with a variety and abundance of dishes skilfully 
prepared and calculated to satisfy a more Eastidious stomach in  respect 
of delicacies than mine. W e  took our seats and chatted, 
friendly remarks and reciprocal compliments passing between the Khush- 
Bpgi and myself. Tlie Jiir~rkllnr, who had accompanied me t o  the 
KAush-Begi '~ house, soon went back to the Amir ;  but he again came 
back to me t o  say that lhe Amir was extremely pleased that  we had 

throligh his gates on foot, and that  as  a mark of liis gratitude 
he begged us to ride out on leaving the fort. Hereupon tlie Mirabhlcr 
shewcd me from the window two led horses covered with brocaded 
jhools and with bridles studdcd with turquoises ; and he then informed 
me that  the Amir, as a mark of his good-will and friendship, wished 
to  present Znmann-Bek and myself each with a horse. H e  afterwards 
drew my attention t o  a heap of Kl,nl(ils which the Amir had sent for 
ourselves and for our followers. The horse sent for m y  acceptance 
was a Turknmin drgnntak of great height, with broad clicst and flashing 
eye; but  the animal was maneless, and its tail was very thin. I t s  
coat was of a glossy coffee colour, and it looked superb as it caracoled 
past the windome. 

After the repast mas over, which had been put before us, our 
conversation had for its theme the reciprocal relations between Russia 

Yakilh-Bek, the fo~lnder of thc Klilinntc of Kt'tshgAr, was n t  one time in tLe eervicc 
of tllc KhQn of I<\~okhand with tlie digr~it~y of AtL1ik . -A~~fhor .  

t From h-hush or Kosh, a house whcnco in dcrivcd thc word Khoshevoi or Atamon 
of Cossacks.-Author. 



and Buk hjra, which had been so long of a friendly kind, and which with 
each year became still more intimate. On this subject mention was 
tnade of the  deceased Weinberg, of whom both the Kzdsh-Begi and 
the Mirakhur spoke most favourably, regretting his untimely death. 
" They expressed the hope that  i t  might please God that such a man 
should be found for the post of diplomatic agent" ; for, said they 
Weinberg did much good for Bukhiira ; the BukhArans believed his word, 
for he always kept it. Perceiving that  Zamaan-Bek had made for him- 
self a roll of paper preparatory to smol~ing, the Khush-Hegi took 
out some keys from the girdle of his Rhald, handed them to his house- 
keeper, and ordered him to briug some cigarettes; and in a few 
seconds Zamaan-Bek was inhaling the aromat'ic smoke of a cia warette 
from Bogdanoff's factory. Some short time after this we took orlr 
leave of the Khush-Begi, who accompanied us to his very gates, and 
thoreby shewed us very great honour. 

They now brought us the horses which the Amir had given u ~ ,  and 
invited us to  mount. M y  Turkumiin was very spirited, snorted and 
reared up as soon as I attempted to put my foot into the stirrup, and 
seemed generally very restive. To ride on him, therefore, seemed an 
operation of some danger, the more so as the turquoise-studded bridle 
did not appear to  be a t  all trustworthy, and in the event of its brealiing 
my triumphal progress would terminate very disastrously. I n  spite of 
this, I bravely jumped on the steed, pressed his round flanks with my 
legs, stretched the bridle in order t o  try it, and violently pulled tlie 
nnlmal on to his hind legs. After this I rode quietly out of the gates. 

Although the view wllicl~ I obtained oE the Kremlin of Bukhira 
mas but a superficial one, I could not but perceive that in its general 
features i t  very much resembled the Moscow Kremlin, if we leave out of 
consideration the newest buildings in  the latter city. 

6th (18th) illarch.-I could not manage to  write up my journal 
every day, because for two whole days I did nothing but ride about the 
city, endeavouring to make myself as much acquainted with it as pos- 
sible. I saw very much of interest, and even that  was not only new to 
me myself, but also t o  my readers. I will therefore endeavour to 
describe in detail all that  I saw ;and heard. I established a free dis- 
pensary for sick natives, and, to do justice to the Bukhiirans, they did 
not delay to pay visits to the Russian doctor, nor did they apparently 
despise Russian " KSfir " medicine. 

[Dr. Y a ~ b r a k i  here enters into a description of the diseases and treatment (d' 
tzoo of his rases qohilst a t  Bztkhcira, one being tlacct of a Jezo .rz/firz'ng,frompu~litrl 
spinal ptr~al?/sis ; the other that pf a Uukharan with a complaint which he calls 
hrrmiplegin sinistra. The other diseases which he treated comprised ordina,:l/ 
oyphzlis, rishta f3lria medinensis), vara'ous skin complaints, aneurism of avtericfi 
femoralca, &c., &c.] 

(Text resumed.) 

I was much interested in the condition of the BukhBran trade mart, 
and so I asked Yakliboff* to prepare a list of goods on sale with the 

- 

A Jew who rpoke Russian well, b a v i ~ ~ g  bee11 to Moscow and to the Nijni-Novgorod 
fair.- Author. 



opl)osi te each, as I wisl~ecl to a s c e r t : ~ ~ ~ ~  the conip;i rat ive tletnntld 
fo r  I: us,si:~tr, Engli-h, ;:ntl k'rot~cli I ~ ; I ~ I I I  F;tc.t urcls rc?spec*t ively. Yalrhbolf 
I)~o~niscrI to !,ririq nle this liat,, dec~ la r i r :~  : ~ t  t l i o  s:It11r time that  Rossian 
g ~ ~ ~ ~ ( l ~  501d I ~ ~ L J I I ,  atld tl~:it, it1 ( l ~ l ; ~ l i t ) .  t 1 1 ~ )  S I I I ' ] ~ : L ~ - ~ ( ~  tllose of w ~ s t e r n  
Il:ntol)tl. The cli,+;-rl)cst L u t  tho \ v o r h t  I I I : I I I ~ I ~ ; I ~ . ~  111~s i l l  the Bukhirnn 
a~l:~ri icL arc ICnglish. Tllc l~c~s t  sillic~ti ~ n : ~ l  eri;~ls ;LI c Icrench, and this 
stat ctlue~~ t I ~ ; I S  collfirtnctl t , h ~  K l~? -a t ( l -  C O ~ I .  

T l i ~  lo th  (2!11(1) >larch c:lrne, I~ut, Y,~l;til,off (lid n o t  appear, and I 
; L I I I  al'rairl 11131, he 11:1(l no intetiIio~i of' so tloitra, p ~ - o l , a l ~ l ~  thinking that  I 
\\I:IS collcclt,il~q the ~);trticular i ~ ~ f o r i n ; ~ t i ~ t ~  fur TisIil~a11~1 ~ ~ ~ e r c h a n t s ,  whose 
cutl11)eti tion lie clre:ldcd. 

Rleau\vllile I received frcsll ne\vs Tram i\Tgll;iuistan. the informatiorl 
1)eitlg derived from a letter reccivcd Iron1 Rl;lz5r-i-S11arif by Afg11i11 
rnercha~its trading at  Bu1ilii1.n. Alnol~gst otlier ilerns were the fol- 
lowil~g :-Sirdiirs Aiul~:~mmnd-1Lrahini I(ll611 and Ahnind-Ali-Khjn, the 
son : L I I ~  gra~id-son, respectively, of tlle late Aliiir Sllir-Ali, having 
iletl from RlnzLl--i-Sharif to Brimign, receivcd a letter from Yak6b-KhQn 
at I .  I n  t l ~ i s  letter Yaltfib-Kliin rel)roaclled them for having left 
Mnzir-i-Sha~.if a t  such a critical time, when they shclultl have remained 
there and t:~lren the administration of tlie country into their own hands, 
instcad of allowing i t  to pass into those of his infant son, Muhammad- 
I - 1  Ile, therefore, begged the fugitives to go back, aud with the 
aitl of his "adl~erents and of all honest persons" to administer the 
affairs of the country. hlul~nmmad-Ibrnhiin-Khin and Allmad Ali-Khin 
accordi~Igly listened to Yukilb-Iihan's advice, and on their return to 
Maz6r-i-Shnrif b e p n  to  conduct the affairs of the country in the name 
of Yalrhb-Khin and of his son Rluhammad-Isa-Khin. Their first act 
was to slay the former Lui?ta'b,* and also Sirdar Faiz-Muhammad- 
Khin  ; and then everything quieted down a t  Jlazir-i-Sharif. I n  the 
same letter i t  was stated that  one of the most influential persons in  
Afghjnistin, Asmat-Ullah-Khin, son of Aziz-Khiin, who had fled not 
long before Shir-Ali's death to Kohistjn, received au invitation from 
Yakfib-K11iin to return to  Kibul, and to serve him as he had served his 
father. One of the most respected Afghin nZullahs also urged Asmat- 
Ullah-Khin to return to KQbul and to serve llis country against their 
common foe, the English. Asmat-Ullah consented, and h ~ s  arrival a t  
Kibul  was expected from day to day. 

A certain priest by name Sihib-Zidah collected a t  Kuramt  an 
AfghBn levy, and having attackcd the English a t  I<ushi,t defeated 
them and took nine of thcir guns. After Asmat-Ullah had joined 
l ~ i m ,  Yakfib-Khin made up his mind to renew hostile operations 
against the English. 

I mill now pass to  a description of the town of Bukh6ra. 
On the 4th (16th) March, Zamaan-Bek and I, accompanied by an 

escort of six Cossacks, the KarauCBcgi, and s numerous suite of 
Bukhi~.ans, started off to see all the objects of interest in  the city. 
A t  first our route lay through the bazaar, the streets of wliich are so 
narrow that  not more than two horsemen can ridc abreast. Sometimes 

An incorrect picce of news, see lrttcr 011 in tlrc narrative.-W, E. G. 
t Thr geograplry ie eomewht confueecl, in ndclition to the falac statement about the 
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n. cart  m(beting US would comp1etel.y obstruct the  road, renderillg i t  
npcpss:lry for us t o  tilrn 11p a side street. The goods placed on 
tables, llunp up by strings and heaped on the ground, c a o d l t  tire eye on 
all sides. It would be su l~cr f l~ lous  to :ittempt t o  enumerate the varioos 
articles, and I will only say, therefore, tlia,t specimens of everytiling which 
Ceat'ral A ~ i a  produces, and aliich comes from other countries, were there ; 
liussian a11d Western IjCuropean wares being side by side with tllose of the 
local market. We now passed thi*ough the so-called " Red 
Uuder  stone arches, crowled by a vast cupola at every poillt of junc- 
tion of the several strcets, 1 saw moncy-cl~angers with heaps of 
and copper coin on rudely constl.octed tables. Our  route now 1a.y past 
shops with various metid-wares, 2nd f ur thrr  on by  heaps of potters' marl;. 
W e  rode through tlie closed-in streets of tlie bazaar almost u p  t o  the city 
walls. 

I wished vcry mnch t o  see the  Bnkliiimn dervishes, or, as they are 
locally called, Kulaullurs. W e  therefore rode out t o  one of the cit,y sub- 
urbs where stands the  Kalanclt~r-Khu'nn, or  "asylum for dervishes." A t  
some hundreds of yards from tlle city walls there is a mud building not 
very dirty, although one cannot describe i t  as  clean. Around i t  for a dis- 
tance of a t  least one square ?:erst are tombs and vaults thickly crowded 
together. IJnder the  walls of the Kalandar-Khd~za rose 11p a pole, 
from the top of which hung a bundle of wool and hair-a s ign that  
Irere is the  tomb  of some saintly personage. Being acquainted with 
types of dervishes from tho drawings and descriptions of tlie famous 
ar t is t  V. Vercshtshagin, I espectetl t o  see somethilig t ruly original, 
nlthonglr the  Karaul-Begi had warned me t h a t  I should see nothinq 
peculiar " except men drunk with opium." I did not, however, see 
even them. 

W e  entered the  precincts of the  mud building, and here were only 
two dervishes, ordinary old men who differed in  no  way from o t l~e r  
mortals. 'l'he other inmates of this  asylum were a t  the given time in all 
probability absent i n  the bazaar, seetinfi  alms. Dissntislicd wit11 what 
I had seen, I went behind a lorn wall whicli partitioned off this cell from 
the one :~djviuing, and I then saw s i t t ing  under a tree an old man who 
was warming himself in  the  sun and  chewing something. O n  p ing  
up  to  him 1 saw Lefore me a lean tigure with a pale ~ c l l o w  coloureti 
countenance and slinken eyes, which seemed as thouplr they were glazed 
and rnotio~llaas. IIere, thought  I, is at last an op~um-eater c a o ~ l i t  ill 
the very ac t !  B u t  a piece of chllpatli which the  old man lield l n  his 
hand, arld a portion of mhicli he was evidently muncliing in  l ~ i s  tooth- 
less j:~ms, dispelled all my illusions. As we approached, the old m a n  
opened his haJE-closed eyes and gazed a t  us with a l~learsd expression. 
I I e  then besought our alms, and  beg:~n to  say sorn~tlr ing of wliiclz 
none of us, even Zamaan-Bek, could understand a single word. Ilere- 
upon my u t ~ i ~ u i t o u s  bu t  irresponsible caravan-b~lshi, Nassir-K han, ap- 
proached the dervish, ancl the  matter then became explai~ied. The 
ullfortunate old man was a native of India, and  he was spealcing 
HindustBni ; and it turned out t h a t  Nassir-Khin could talk his language 
too. I gave the old mendicant s few t a n g a ~ ,  and l l a s t ~ n d  to ge t  out. 
of tliis den of wretchedness, both pbysical and mor:tl. M1c! thetr n~ountcd  
our horses, ancl turned their heads towards the city. 



After having ridden some little tlistance into t l ~ e  interior of the  
citv, we orlce more found o~irwlves in the 1):1zanr, i ~ p  tho centre street 
n f  whicli we pass~t l .  And now what :I val.~ed ant1 sti1-1.ing sight met, 
my eyes. Types of all tlle races of C~i l t , ra l  Aci :~  were 11e1.e side by 
sitle. There a native BulrhL~.an, with his finclly-cut fe:ltnres arid his 
trade-like physioqnomy, alongside of the Hind11 money-cliai,gcr, ~ 1 1 o  
gazes with greedy eyes even on his o w n  money. This bcing wit11 
nil oval face and coarse hard fcaturw, wit11 a r(vl t)lotcIi on his forelle;~d, 
and high cone-sllapecl pngr i ,  lool<s as thong h liiq moi.al conscience had not 
yet been aroused by anythinq. Ire,  in fact, csistq for money, and n o h  
money for him. The  broad open pl~ysiognom y of t,he S;imarI<a~~(lian, 
with his stock of silken webs, 1)resentq a sharp contrast to tlie appearance 
of the tradir~g-Jew, with his drn\vn-out a ~ i d  pallid fnce, :ts thong11 
licmn out of marble, but  enlivened Op sbal-p sly rlyes. Tlie hi@ cheek- 
boned, fl:~t-noserl, plate-shaped-facet1 inha1)i tn n t of tlle I<irgliiz steppe, 
nritli his narrow eyelids, covering eyes t11:it ~ l . i n t  iuwarcls, idly saunters 
from one shell-, t,o a~iother,  until  he jl)stles against the robl~er of the  
'I'nranian stpppe, the 'l'llrlitl~nill, ~vliose coin-shaped features, darkened 
by n short but very thick beard, bear an cxp~.essi,>n tliat neither indicates 
any peculiar fierceness, nor for t h a t  matter any softness a t  all. His  small 
grey and more often hazel eyes, betokening cunning, glare out from 
beneath his capacious Iambs\vool popnkAn, n~llich is well pressed on to his 
head. Ele sells nothing, bu t  nclither is he a purchaser of aught .  Hcre 
coines a tall, broad shoultler~d 12fgIiSi1, whose srn:~rthy fe:ltares, black 
glistening eyes, long and busliy beard, a i ~ d  long nncom1)ed an11 shaggy hair 
at once denote his nationality. H i s  occnpation will be eitlicr t ha t  of a 
money-clianger or trader in Indian tea, or sometin~es a seller of tnrquoisc 8 ,  

Ilxpis-lazrlli, &c., kc.. Hcre is the I O I I ~ ,  lcnri, :ind hairy countenance of 
the Persian. A high lambswool hat prc~ssetl on to tlle n:llle of llis neck, 
it long ancl slightly Iioolzr~l nose set on a lively cast of c o ~ ~ ~ i t e n a i ~ c e ,  reti- 
tiplw(1 finger nails, a t  once tell yo11 to ~vl ia t  co~in t ry  ~ J P  l)eloi~qs. I I c  is 
sllrc: to  be n venrlor eitlier of ft.uit or of s i l k ~ n  material. Along-ide of 
liiln yon will see a very c o ~ n p : ~ ~ t  lic~it-e of micltllc heiglit, with very 
mol)ile ant1 expressive fcata~-c.q, lit np \vi t li Iarqe l i a z ~ l  and sometimes 
bl;~clr glisteningeycs, indicating tlie n:ltive of l ' c s h ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r .  Here, too, you 
will also we the 1iazLn 'l'nt a r  ant1 t l ~ ~  Astl.alrli6n I<rilrnak, and  occasion- 
ally the  lemon-yellow-colo11rccl Cliinalnan, or even the  wild son of the 
C;liicasian mountnins. Representatives of all these peoples either jostle 
eacll otlier i n  the narrow half-lit streets, or sit  demurely behind their shop 
f ronl,s.* 

IVe rode for a long t ime underneath the roofs and arches of tho 
bazaar, ancl all at once cainr out into the clear l i ~ l l t  of da,y i n  tlle 
neighbourl~ooci of a very large huilcling ; and then  within the limits of a 
small square tliere rose 11p before our eyes a truly grandiose picture, for 
we mere now a t  tlle threshold of one of those buildings which have 
made 13ul;l1:irn famous, and which have given the city world-wide 
reuown for i ts  tile adornments. 

To I l~~k l ld r a  thcrc arc! gcnrly brougl~t  from Europcnn Rr~seir from 25,000 to 30,000 
c-:~mc.l-lontls of v :~ r iona  gootls ; f rom Intlin t,lrorc coinr 12.000 camcl-lords ; from Pt1rsi:r alld 

Kl111r6ss:in 3,0,70 r~rn~~l-I0:~11~. 111 t l ~ c  l i r~l t l~: i rnn r~inrket, forcign prod~rcc is clnssrtl in respect 
of 11u:lli ty ns follows :--First Frc~rrlr, ~ I I { . I I  liussilin, and lnst of all English.-Author. 



Before I I ~  ton-orcil a building constrncte(1 of burnt  brick of very 
strilting proportions. 

The  principal faq:~de of the building is ornamen ted with a hnge 
portal tliat rises t80 n htlig:.ht of sever:il. feet above the wr~lls of tlle I)nild- 

r !  
I .  l h e  sharp or~tlines of its 31-ches, the l iqhtnessand elcg:~nce of their 
~ ~ t t i ~ r n i t , ~ ,  tlw brilliant designs of tlieir variegated tiles present a truly 
origin:~l and s t r iking ssl>ctdacl~. This building is the famous i l f~trIr issn call- 
etl the BIir-Aril). This huge  ant1 s1)lcntlicl structure loses very much 
from the circumst~ance t l i ~ t  i t  stands in  a very contined space. A more 
open locality mould enal~le  onr  the more clearly t o  descrilm i t s  merits, 
nltliough I cannot refrain from the  ol)servrttion tha t  the houses and 
1)nzaars mhicll surround i t  on all sitlcs-ant1 thrse in the majority of cases 
are wretche(1 hovels-clo much t o  assist tohe ~l lndr i s sa  of Alir-Ardb in pro- 
tlucing a greater impressiou on the  spectator by reason of the stronger 
contrast. 

BeEore the entrance to  tlie llf,~/l~isan, there is a raised plinth paved 
wit h burnt l)riclc tiles ; ant1 this plinth is appronched by a broad liigllt 
of steps, which are very much out of repair, ant1 RI-e further obstructotl 
I)y heaps of raw cotton and goocls of val-ions kincls. On  ascentlirlg 
the raised plinth, we found ol l rselv~s under the lofty dome of the 
portal, :inti through this me passed into the inuer court-yard of the 
L l l l r  dr  is .~n.  

Tllis court-yartl is i n  the  form oE a square, and is surrounded on 
all sides Iry the wi~lls oC t h ~  hl~i l i l i~ig,  alld by l he  d w e l l i r ~ g . r o o ~ ~ ~ s  of the 
fit~i(lents of t l ~ e  17l,1driss,l. The roonrs are built in two storeys, those 
on tho groun(l floor Ijeing for  t , l i r?  proF(~ssor~ ~ ~ I c I ? N I ' ~ ~ s s ~ ,  those on the 
upper [!,,or for  tlle s tudc~it~s.  The  wall:: of the builtlirig are 70 fect high, 
t h ~  hciglit of the porlal andof the prayer niclics, with t11~ir :trches that  run 
n l o n q  ~ l l e  sitlcs of the builtling, be i r~g  ovcr LOO fect. Ii1rorn tlie remains 
of the t i l ~ s  wllicli cover t l ~ c  fayncles of all the niclles and of t,l~e arches, the 
d ~ s i g n s  representing garlalitlq, l)ouqnets, ant1 varions tlowers, one can to  A 

crlrtnin extent, judge of the forrnrr excellence of tlie or t iam~~l ta t ion .  'l'he 
:~rctlles over tlic n ic l l~s  and tile c1omc.s of tile lut,t,cr :rre likewise coverotl 
wit h I~enutlf 111 tiles of v:rrietl pa t,Lcrns, wliicfih I1:i ve l)reservr.d n s~i rpr i s i~ ig  
f're~llness of colou I.. The Ilo~vel-s which are n1:rtle of mi1111 te and w r y  
delicate mosaic l o ~ l i  like real ones. O n  tile :irches over the nicahos 
I1:~ve h c ~ n  laid tilcs trocctl with verses of tlle ICtir5n in Arabic I P ~ ~ P ~ P .  
It \r:ls t Itc more sad to c o n t ~ r n ~ ) I a t e  this stnl)enclons relic oE the pnst glo1.y 
of Uukliira in  t ha t  not one oE tlie nl.cl1e.i or oE tile 1iic~l1c.s hat1 co111pl~t0- 
l y ~'rt'servetl its floral tracirlg, slid whcrever thcse 1)nl.e p ~ ~ t c l l ~ s  nl)penl'- 
etl, the Uuliliiirans of to-tlny Iia(l cntlcavourctl to 1.~1):iir t h r  ~ : I I ~ I : I ~ : P c '  
wltll a coarse dressing of nl,zl,astrr and mud. 'L'his kind of treatment 
~~111s fort11 in the rni11(1 of tlie spectator a still more sorrowfl~l imprcs- 
 ion tllan the  bare patcllcs would (lo if left uritollcl~etl. I reprat(.(lly 
aslied intelligent U u l i h l r n ~ ~ s  nllg tlley dill not put new tiles in tllc 1)l:~re 
of those ~vllich had fallen, ntld I received a reply to the effect tl1:ltJ 
now-a-days no one can make tiles of the same description. It slio~lltl 
Ije stntcld t ha t  the  dfadria.~cl of Rlir-BrBh was built, :JT,7 years 9go. 1 
wi\tied to go  ollt, or1 to t,he roof of t hc  briiltling ( the roofs of 1)nlltling.s 
in I',ilkli:ir:~, :as t,hro~iglior~t, ( 'e~i t r :~l  hsi:i, gch~~er;~lly arc n in t l~  i l l  t l l f l  

Sc,rnl 01' ;L t t*rl.:tce, mid scr\ e 1'01- lire irili:tbi t :~tlts t,f euc.11 1):irticular place 



as a promenade, and a spot where they can obtain rest from their work), 
bnt I received a refus;ll. This refusal was esl)lained hy the c.irclln~- 
stance tha t  the loc:ilit,y around the ~1ladri.rsa was built over, and tha t  the 
acljoilii~lg houses were occupied by t h ~  families of the city p e o p l ~  and 
by members of t he  l)riesthood, and tliat from the  roof of the  Jfa/ lr issu 
everything might  be seen tliat was going on in  tlie neiglibouring cou1.t- 
yards, and even in tlie interior of the dwelling-houses. TIThilst this 
~ r p l s i ~ a t i o a  was being offered to  me, I noticed two 01. thrce studelits lyii,g 
on the roof of the Luildir~g and pilkiug their l~eads  through the low 
parapet for the purpose of gazing a t  us. Accordingly I did not  fa i l  
t o  draw the attention of the worthy grey-bearded rector of tllis MIIS-  
sulm&n.University to the  circumstance. I observed tliat ~vliilst " K6fii.s " 
could not  go  up on to  the roof, " faithful "  student.^ could. IVliereu])on 
the garrulous rector made some joke in  reply to m y  remark, called out to  
the students t o  a t  once stop looking down throiigh the chinks in the 
parapet, and then proposed to  me tha t  I should go  and i ~ ~ s p e c t  the 
cplls of t,lie studpilts and of tlie professors ; b e t  I declined this honour, 
bec!ause I had just minutely examined t,hose of the  ilfadrissa of Jlu11311 
M ulia,mrnad-811;11-if, mhicli I will describe further on. After lamenting 
over the desoli~tion and dest;ruction of this  not particula~.ly old t8ernl,lc 
of science, and having taken a last  look a t  i ts  sky-blue cupola, so boldly 
standing out a g i ~ i ~ ~ ~ t  tlie sky-line and crowned with a large nest of 
storks, I returned by tlie road by which I had come to  the  square 
outside. 

Beside t,he dfu//ri,r,sa of Mir-ArBl,, there is a colossal minaret, which 
~aises t,o a he ig l~ t  of nt least 155 feet above the level of the groand below. 
As in all prob:lbilit;v a n  excellent view of t he  city of BuklAra was t o  
be obtained from i t s  somrnit,, I very rnucli \vished to  ascend i t  ; but  the 
door leacli:~g n l )  was said to  be lL)cbed, a11d the custodian was, it was 
st'ated, not to  ~ I P  found. I colild gucss t ha t  the door was not locked, and 
that, the custodian, if such a, person redly existed, had qlot gone any- 
where a t  all, but i;lint, tllie same camuse, as 1 have previously indicated, 
r - i z . ,  the dread lest a " l<,ifir " slio~ild from the t,op of the  ininnret 
cast a n  inca11t;ious gln,nce on the " holy oE holies" of a Mussulmin, 
his hnrcm, had closer1 the door, and h:~cl let1 t.o the  gratuitous falsehood 
tha t  the ciisCoclia,n wil,s not fort.licciming. Subsequently the IWirakhur 
confinned this siipposi tion c4f milie 1 ) ~  sa,ying t h a t  even the mzl~ezzin 
(~izcittchi) ol11.v went out  on l+itlny t o  tho top of this  minaret to  sum- 
mon the " fa.it,liEul " t o  pm)-rr, alld 'that the  women in tlle neighbuuring 
holiscs hid thcmsclves on tihose occ:tsions, a.nd did not  enter their court- 
yards :it, all. On tlle same da.t,o I enjoycd a, view of t h e  cit'y of HulillLra 
from the roof of the ,Vadrissu of tlle Mulla,h Mullammad-Sharif, to the 
desci.iption of which I \vill now 1)ass. 1 saw this illadrissa before m y  
visit t,o t11:~t of the Mir-Arib, and i t  t.hCn produced on me a s trong im- 
pression ; but  a.ft,er I had sceu the lnt,ter Lnildil~g tliat impression conl- 
pletely wore off. 

'l'he Nadrissfl of Mnlla.11 Rlnlian~m:itl-Shn,rif was 1)uilt 80 years 
ago by n rich mrrch:lnt tlnriug l,lic! rrlign of t hc A ~ i ~ i r ,  Mir-IIaidar- 
K h h ,  who was fnnlous for llis devotion t,o t l ~ e  c i - e~d  of t,he Snyad.~,  or 
~ a i n t l y  class. V'hst espec4ii1lly s t ~ . ~ ~ l i  t11e a,l)ont t h e  nlalk.issa of Mul- 
lah i\lullalnai;~d-S haril' \vas t,ho ~nosnic set ti ~ i g  011 tile dome over the 

27 



portal. Tli' nr(bll~q, which are o f  lVTooris11 t le~i j in ,  are edged with small 
tiles o f  \,;lriril 1)at t r l s i l  Tllr originalitv of t,lle picture simply dops 
not  Irnrl i tsr l i  to tlescription. li::clnally good, too, is tlle fra.me-\\~ork 
of the portal, wliich is inlaid with very delicate tiles of various 
colonrs. 

As me rode into the court-yard of t h i s  Jfadrissn, out  of a room 
facing the ent)mnt~e tloor there came out  a n  old man, and said sonie- 
t l i ing in a not very soft tone as i t  seeinecl t o  me. I supposed t h a t  the 
worthy professor, for so i t  turned out he was, was not ovel--pleasc~d 
with ns for breal;lng into his solitude ; in  fact I thought  t ha t  lie was 
npi-aiding us  (lie spoke in  'l'urki and not i n  Persian, and  I therefore 
did not understand hirn). But all at once his tone changed, and i t  
then proved tha t  he wils acldrecsiug t o  us  a speech of welcome. The 
~l.oLaLle explanation of such a metamol*phosis was t h a t  a t  first he had 
;lot perceived the  Rortrlcl-Hey who was uccompamying us, and he thrre- 
fore dicl not part,icularly wish t o  have anything to  say t o  u s ;  and tha t  
the  subsequent chatitre in  lliq tone arose because his old Lut still piercing 

3 
eyes cnnght siglit of our  official patron, t he  Kural~l-Beg, amidst the 
crowd arountl. 

However this  nlny be, when I expressed a wish t o  look a t  the 
t)llilding, he obligingly proposed tha t  I sh0111Cl go into liis cell ; ancl having 
thrown back the reed portiere which closed the entrance t o  his abode, 
he politely motioned to  us t o  go  on in front.  

It was a small room, the  tloor of which was covered with carpets ; 
the mnlls being pla..tered, and the cornices traced over with floral designs. 
It was evident t h a t  everything mas well and  neatly kept. I n  the  
centre oE the room, underneath a wadded cover, was the  ma?tgal, or 
enrthern pan with wood ashes ; and around, in  picturesque disorder, lay 
olcl black Looks in  leat,hern bindinw. The  room was lighted by a 
stone gra t ing  high ~np in the  wall. 'llhis then comprised the very com- 
fort:rblc cabinet of the  M~issnlrn;iri professor ; for, of course, i t  contained 
no furniture,  since an hsi:~tic does not require any. T o  the left of the 
entrance, and at some paces d i s t a ~ t  from the door, squatted a tall student, 
who was bending over a n  open book which lay on a cloth sprrad out 
on his knees. The  book was a copy of the Kur in ,  and the  student 
ilifor~ned us that ,  under the  ~rofassor 's guidance, lie was reading a 
translation of i t s  contents i n  t he  Turl:i language. The  student's type 
of countnnance, his pronunciation, ancl certain othcr indications induced 
me to thinli t ha t  he mas not a native of Bukhira ,  hilt a new-comer, 
and  probably either a Kazcin Tatar, or a native of the Orenburg steppe. 
O n  m y  asking hirn whence he came, ho replied tha t  he was from 
beyond TAsllkand, from the Government of L<ara-Kuz. When I re- 
m:lrked tha t  there was no such Government; and t,hat perhal~s he 
meant t o  say the Karakaralin district, he correctly ~qepcated the name. 
I n  the  course of his flirt her utterances we caught  the words " I r t i s t  " 
(probably Ir t ish)  " army corps commandcr," " g u b e r , ~  iu (government) ," 
" Diwin," " Yu'rim- Pd,llshn'h, ' &c., in which Zamaan-Bek coultl see 
no sense a t  all. The student then spolre of his p o v ~ r t y  and asked 
us for alms, whereupon his preceptor became displeased, and  in our  pre- 
senze administered a rebuke to  him. He was silent for a moment., bu t  
wa evidently not dismayed by his reprimand, for in a short t ime he 



said tha t ,  as  he had :~slicd us  Tor al~n.s, he would Le irLbasl~ed iu the pre- 
sence of those standing a~.ounil if tve did not give hirn son~et l i i~)g .  111 
order, theresore, to  release the poor fellow from at1 awkward situation, 
I gave him some laagar, and Zamaan-Bek did the  same. 

Then the worthy professor, who was evidently dissatisfied witli his 
post, began to  tell us  of his burdeusome situation, and how tlrat the  
Kwh-Begi was constantly persecuting him ; how tha t  he had formerly 
been one of the city Kk'zis, and how tha t  he had I~een dcl~rived of ttiat 
post t l i r o ~ ~ g l i  the  I<~~sh-Y~gi ' s  intrigues. He,  therefore, besought us 
t o  intercede for him with the liu':r-Kutulni,~, or supreme judge, and 
witli the Amir. The Kal.u~~l-Be,q made a note of his name accordingly. 
S f t e r  this  I looked a t  the quarters occupied by the  students. These are  
mere coufiued clia~~rbers,  not more than  s e v ~ ~  square feet. I n  each of 
t l r e ~ e  cells, which are without any furniture and even a bed, are 1oc:lted 
one, two, and even three students, who are usually poor individuals, who 
have come t o  Bukhiira, the " cupola of Is l im,  " from all ends of the Mus- 
salmin world. The cells are built 011 no plan, and are without symtnetry. 
111 some cases they lead out I)y doors into a common corridor ; in others, 
a lonp winding passage, which and  now ascends aluiost to the roof of t h e  
l , ~ i l d ~ n g ,  now desce~ids to t lle lower story, leads you into one con~mou 
1.oon1. Tlie solitary chambers are usually allotted to  those studcnts who 
diel)l:ly a s1)ecial 11rol)enssity t awards a contemplative mode of life. 
S o m e  of tlle chambers lead out I)y windoivs illto the  street, but  most 
of thein open out  into a court-yard. 

Strtdents who come for t r~ t in ing  t o  this BTut/~-issa have t o  chose 
t l rp  f:rculty, so to speak, wit11 wlrich they dehire to  occupy illein.sclves. 
Of course the r n d  " Eacalt v" is too h igh - sonnd i~~g  an epithet to al111l.v to 
the soc.tionu of science l)iir.hl~(-ld ill  ati ire " u~iivci-sitieb," alld so, if 1 
ernpl )y this espression, it i *  solcly for the sake of convcuience, and to  
rclrtlct- mysrlf nio~*e intcllisil,lc~ to those of nly readers who are uoac- 
cl11ai11t ed with C(31ltral Asia St1ldentsX- are taught  it1 a ~llat / l - iss(~ free, 
o t  ch;t~.tre and they go  there after they have beell examined by tlie tl '. 111 I ( ( ~ ( ~ T / Y s , v / , Y .  

r j  1 hey t l ~ e n  attend as  many lect3ures a s  they please. After e~l ter i l lg  
a i l l t ~ ~ l ~ ~ s s a  (willioiit any doc:u~nc~~its as t o  personal iclentity), and having 
taken poss~ssion of a ~ t ~ l l ,  t l r ~  s tudent receives a certain :~nlount EOI. 
11is nl:~lntcnance from t,lle ,7Ilr(l).i.v.~,r. The fact  is, t h a t  tlle e s t n l ) l i ~ l i ~ n e ~ ~ l  
of ;I illl~drissa is not 1)er.mittetl \)y tlie native autllorities unless tlie 
f o n n t l ~ ~ .  srlpplics also funds I'or its lnaintenauce as  well as  for tlie support 
of i ts ~)rofcssors ar~cl stu(1ents. The capital rcquired for this is 
nsnally coutnined i n  land, tlie relit of which is applied t o  the wants of 
the Il,lil~.iswn. Such land hears the name of " wakuf." 111 this wav 
~ O I  li t l ~ c  p~*oFcssors a ntl tlie strrdc~i t,s on joiniug a Jlarlrisaa are secnred 

r 7  o r  I I .  lherc  : ~ r u ,  too, certain very rich ilfucl/iri.\.c~.v \vhich 
c:rn gi\fl to their ~ ) ~ . o f ~ s s o r s  n \cr! :~cleclrr:~tc competency; but in the 
~ O ~ I I . ( ~ I .  ~ r l h t ~ t  r ~ t i o ~ l s  0 1  I Ire s:rtnP class l~otli the tutors anil t 1 1 ~  \)ul)~lh :ire 
vc-1.y 1~11l ly  olF. 'l'llr duties ol' rc~ctol. of a filndrissu lie c.lli~lly 011 l lie 
mcrloriul side c)E the l~usiness ; thus hc sulwrvises the colloc*tio~r of' ti~c: 
~oaX.uf'r(~nts, the issue of t l lo  ~)rof'cssors' s l  ipends, and tho ; I I I O W ; L I I U C S  

- -- - . - - - - - - - -.- 

* T1lcbir nntire 11.1inc is Trtlib-ui-l[ ,n, n11icl1 niglli l ics '' o thirbtcr a f t ~ ~ .  ~ I I O ! \  Icdgc>,'' 1.e. 
shnytrtl, or diucil)le. -- Birthor. 



to  the sturleuts. H e  is, in  short, rather an  inspector oE a state institution 
than a rector, and is more suitably described by his native name of 
AVzd~~zunlli. Tlie Mulawallis of a rich Jf,rtlrirsa are appointed by 
K h i n s  a n d  Amirs, and  are  usually t he  kinsmen of t he  founder of the 
institution. 

I have stated above t h a t  a student, when he joins a MurZrisaa, selects 
t h e  department of science which he  wishes t o  enter. Such departments 
a r e  sub-divided in to  lower, middle, and higher, and there are students 
who may be a t  a Madrissa fo r  20 or even JO years, ant1 yet  cannot pass 
through al l  three classes of Mussulmin knowledge. There are others, of 
course, who surmount t he  complete course, bu t  t he  majority of students 
a re  content with the  lowest class, vz'z., rhetoric and grammar. I n  the 
middle class philosophy, dialectics, and  metayllysics are t a y h t ,  and 
in  the  highest t he  curriculum consists of Divinity and the  Spir1~ua1 and 
Civil Law, i .e. ,  the  Shariat. 

Of the  method of teaching in  a Madrissa nothing much can be saitl, 
the  entire system being permeated with middle age  scholagtics, coloured 
by a strain of Mussulmin fatalism. Sciences, in  tlie true sense oE 
the  word, are not  taught,  bu t  dogmatic fallacies, teeming with fables, 
sttories, and  often with ridiculous notions, constitute t h e  ~ y s t e m  of 
education. Of the  existence of real science no suspicion ex~s ts ,  but a 
helief in astrology obtains, and search is still made for  tlie " philosopher's 
stone." 

Students in  tlieir acquirement of the  sciences enjoy p ~ r f e c t  freedom, 
for  they can hear what  professor they please, and thcy may stay a t  the 
, l / ichi ,~.~n as long as i t  suit,s them, i.e., either for  a few days or for 
several years. 'l'he se:trch after science usually goes on according to 
one uniform s tandard ;  then the  Shngird learns off by hea,rt certain 
parts of his book, and the professor explains t o  him a11 the difficult pas- 
sages. Sometimps i t  so happens tha t  a capable pupil t'akes the p1:rce 
of a tcacher. Generally speaking, a teacher remains at a Jlu//~.is.\a for 
the  term uf his natural life. In some cases he goes from one institution 
of t he  Iiind to  another, and he may  sometimes perform the duties of a 
ci ty  Kn'zi i n  ~r ldi t ion t o  his own. 

After examining the interior of the building,, I nscend~d by a very 
tortunur st,nil.ca~e t o  t l i p  roof, whence I could with one glance t:~ke in 
t l ~ e  WIIOIP of the immense city which lay before me. Abont a verst 
(5 mil',) to  tlle north-ea,st rises a p  the cupola of tlie illa~lris~a oE Jlir- 
,.\L'~I) 10 tv11ic11 n o  other bililcling aplwoaches in he ig l~ l .  O1,posit~ to i t  
i.; S C H ~ I  t h e  Alt>chet- i -K~~li$~~ (or the Great  Masj i~l) ,  whilst annthcr 
p.e:\t, mi~larpt  raises aloft i t s  turban-shaped head. Alrr~ost In the cpntrc 
<)f  t l ~ e  city i~ppears the  dark mass of the  Amir's ~)al:rce. Uoyol~tl 
i t  t o  tht: north-west glistens in tlie sun the stream of tlie Zaral'slliiu 
rlvvr. 

O n  this date. I examined several other interesting hnililings, and 
T r ~ l w t ~ d  olltr o n  to tllc famous liib-i-khaur (or the po~ltl)  (lug o u t  by 
1)1~:111-13r.g, mllich, homrver, I did not find nearly so nt,t,ract,ive an 
pxt.\lr-ilil : ~ 9  Vimt~61.y appears to have done. After tha t  we once 
"lore rotle tl1rouq11 the  Laznar, ant1 so returned home. Our trip had 
I I t  1 I S .  It was n ) w  12 P.xr., ant1 t ime to qo to  resL, 
alt,Lt,u,il 1 llad uot yet written down all t h a t  1 ought  to have h e .  



It was necessary, however, to note dowt~  the following info~rn.ttio11 from 
Afgllinistiin, which Nassir-Iiliin l i d  received tllr.ougI1 his It,cal Ilfglliu 
acquaintances. 

~Uuhammacl-Yal;ril)-I<h6n had sent for t,o I i jbu l ,  tlie troops clunrtcred 
a t  Herit ,  and when the  KaLrll corresl~ondcn t of the  tnc~~.cll:rnts \\-rot c ,  
these troops had reached irislili. J411li:1rnin:1rl-Ib1.:1 hiin- l i l ~ i n ,  after 
leltvi n g  Ahmad-Ali-IihAn and Xf kthammad-Isii-I( han : l t  3I:1~6r-i-S11asif, 
had himself started for I i ibu l  on a summons beittg sent to hiin 
by Yali~ib-l<llCin, and he had taken with him noat*ly all the troops which 
were a t  Talihtapul atrd Mazir-i-Sl~arif .  I-Ie had illso ordered to a,r:com- 
pany him the two regiinents whichcompt.iscd tlie garrisor~ of Tash- I i l~rg in .  
It was stated t.11at a levy of \vomthli hat1 been for i~~ecl  a,t Iialjul, nn11ll;er- 
ing Ci,OuO, for I~a~t t le  with t l ~ e  13iiglisl1, \vit,h \1r11on1 Yllilil)-I<lli~l had 
resolved to ci)ntinue tlie war to the 1a.r;~ estremity. 1 this i11ft1rtii:~- 
tion was comm1inic:rted a.s :i. great secrpt to Nassir-Rhiu by t ht! Ai'xlia~l 
mer.cliants t rading a t  Bulihira, and o~ l ly  because, as  t.hey said, 11. was 
himself an Afglian." 

7th ( I . ' ) / / I )  !Vnrcli.-I nom h ~ g a ~ l  t o  feel we;7,1.y of a fu r th (~ r  s b : ~ \ ~  a t  
Buklliira,, nIo1.e esl)eciallp as  t11~1.e n.as nothiug 1);18t~t,ic.ulal- for I I I ~  to 
do  tliere L I ; ~ W ;  a11(1 ther.efo1.e to  sit still ivit.11 ~'oltled I~i~i ids  11:~s n o t  a , t  
all to 111y taste. The honour Iiad I~een paid to the 11 u:ir 01' s!\ntl i 1.g :t 
Russian doctor to  treat him ; a,ntl ;IS lie \\;as 11ow well, it.  was time 1.01. i ~ t e  
to be off. I should here st'att. trlia.t a t  a.uy otlicr time I sl~c:l~lcl \\.it11 
great  satisfaction 11:tve avaiic.11 n~\:,.;c.lf of t l ~ e  hospitality of tlrc? ~ ~ > i < i ~ i l ~ g  

sovereign, b u t  under ])resent ( ~ i r c , ~ ~ ~ ~ s t i ~ , t l c e ~  1 C O I I I ( I  11oi- ,  \villro~lt c1ul.l.i- 
nlent to my own service, rerniiin ally lo~rger n.t l',r~I:llri~.a. I t ,  \\:IS, 1nor.e- 
over, necessnry tha t  1 should llastc~l 1)iac.k to  T:islil;ar~d in or,l.lor i ,o  I ) I ; I ~ ~  . . 
a clrcur~~st.a~nti:tl rejmrt t,o t l ~ e  hvad c - ~ t '  the :~clil~~~~istrat . icrn rc.g;t~-tliutr I, 

rrcent events in Xfgli:in-Tt~rl;ist,:i~~. I t11eref'ot.e ilrtirn;rtc~d to t i ~ t :  h-//sh- 
B~gi  1ny wishes, and after so~l~c? time I rcc:civetl froul 11i111 i ~ n  ;irl>\\.rr 1 0  

tha t  he wonl(1 co~ntriiii~ic.ate t11e111 t,o the Bmir.  '111t: A O I . ~ ; I - / -  l ) r y  t l icnl~ 

observed tha t  in all l ) ~ , ~ i ~ : ~ l ~ ~ l t t ' y  Jlrtltib-Ali \vorllcl \\ i , s l l  t.o I;carl) 11s l\\.o or 
thret.! tlu,ys longer, a s  or1 tllr Ylli (:!lst.) 31ai,cli wc l ~ l c l  I ; (  ;:ill I ilc I ' c ~ ~ ~ i \ . : i l  
celc?bratit\g- t.lich arlver~t of t . 1 ~  sl~i*ing seaFoii, :111(1 t 11;ll , ~ I ~ . I . I I ; I I N ,  i t  mi2ht 
seetli fit to t l i ~  Arrlir to (,;Tor us ~ o m e a m a s e ~ n c ~ r l t  b ~ .  c.~~;~lrlii~g i ! s  
t o  wit.liess the  v:lrious 1oc:11 ~nt:r~.y-n~aliings and  t,lie laic, \vl~ic:l~ \\.O~iltl 
be opt:ucd eslwcially ior l,llt! c ,cc;~hl'ii. 

J 9  " Yo11 \ v ~ l l  be plcnaed I I ( I ~  t o  show displcasurc n.t ~ n c h  tlc!tc:rl: loll, 
said t hc ~ - N I . L ~ u I -  f i(y to 11s ; " for \vllchli the ~ l e l l l ~ , e r s  of ollr i5~io11 wlsl.e 
a t  Tis tiltaud, they too rcn~aiiled for 1lussi:r.ii fete-days ( t l ~ i s  nle:~l~t 1,1 

for t u t ) .  
1, oC course, a n s w ~ r c d  t l ~ a ~ t  it would he :~grcead)le to i t s  t o  Fee all 

t ha t  lic! liad mentioned; I ~ u t  unfortunately we must h;lsteu 1,i;cl; to 
'l'ash kand. 

Yesterday I inaugurated a snrt of haz:lar a t  our quarters, to n~liich 
they brougl~t  va , r io~~s  carpets ( 'l ' l~rli~lilrin and I i l l u l ~ a ~ ~ a ~ ~ ; ,  dres$ed 
lambskii~s, and various sil lie11 sl ui'fs. The cn.rl)ets welet! very good, 
esl)wially tlle 'l'urliurrl:in; for alt,l~tlugh t81iey nit! not so ],right :IS tliose 
of KlilirassBi~ il~i~mli~, they s,l.e rxtrr l i~r ly , i t l ~ ~ l , l e  bot,Ii i n  i ~ . t l ~ e e t  of \\,el.) 
atid colouri I I ~ .  Sollle of 111(?111 1001i(:(1 lilie re;11 v~I\.et . ,  :11111011gl1 they 
were o11ly rnilde o u t  uf caulcls' hair. Iiliuras~liu car l~cts  llltve no sale at 



Rukhira ,  and, speaking generally, their reputation has gone. It is said 
at Bnkhi ra  t l ~ t  their colouring possesses the same defect a s  tha t  of the 
l h g l i s h  rnnnufa~t~ures,  riz., t ha t  ~t soon fades. Nevertheless, the  prices 
asked for Hhurissiin carpets is still very high. Thus for one carpet 
meusnring over 12 by 8 feet, they were asking 400 tallgas, or more 
than  100 roubles i n  credit notes a t  t h e  current rate of exchange. It 
should be stated, however, t h a t  this  was the  best specimen displayed, the 
worlimansliip being very fine and soft, both as  t o  quality of wool and 
to  grouping of design and  colouring. B u t  the  venclors themselves 
stated tha t  certain colonrs fly and  fade, especially l ight blue. For a 
Turl iumin carpet measurinp 14 by 6 feet they asked 190 ta~r,qas, or 
more than 50 roubles i n  credit notes. The choice of Kara-I<ul lambskins 
mas very limited, and the specimens shewn were of very inferior q ~ n l i t , ~ .  
The  Karat~l-B(>g said on this  subject t h a t  it was not now the  time to  buy 
lambskins, a s  they were not fresh ones, bu t  only the  remnants over horn 
the previous year. Nevertheless the  price asked for thein was very 
h igh ;  thus  for  one little skin of a grey colour they  asked 30 tangus, or 
about 9 roz6bles a t  the  carrent rate  of exchange. O n  this  subject I con- 
sider it opposite t o  here call attention t o  the  rate of exchange of our 
paper rouble, which a t  Bulihiira is f a r  f rom being a t  a h igh  standard. 
'I'hus for  100 roubles worth of Bukhiran silver, one has to  pay 14 5 and 
even 1 50 paper roubles  ; i n  other words, the  paper rouble is only worth 
from 67 t o  69 kopecks instead of 100 ; and in all probability i t s  value is 
sornetimes even lowrr, for when I was a t  Guz&r I heard from a Jew, 
whose name is already 1;nown t o  the reader, t h a t  there they would only 
give for  100  paper i.ou6lea 50 i.oriDles worth of silver l(c~lgns, i.e., the 
p p e r  r o ~ b l e  was valued a t  50 silver kol~ecbs only. 1 had hoped to 
receive from the Jew, YakGboff, a return of the  state of the local market, 
and I had intended to  extract from i t  information relating to the rate of 
exchange of Russian nlonry in the  1Eul;hiiran market. Brit I wzited in 
vain for  Yul;lil)off to 111alit: his appcarnnce, and so to-day I arranged to 
,send my ever ~ - r ; ~ d y  C ~ I  ur(itt-b&.vhi, Nassir- K hiin, t o  the bazaar to co1- 
lect for me the nece3sal.y inforlnatiun. If he should succeed in  this 
exchange business, as  he has hitherto succeeded in the  Afghgn ciuedion, 
I would remit his fine, arid would forget his former irregularities in 
the " horse transnctio~~." 

I mill now cont i~lue the account of m y  rides through the city of 
l3u k hira .  

I n  riding through t,he bazaar on the  I t ,h  (l(it,h) March, after we 
had in-pected the vari0u.s l ~ u i l d i t ~ ~ s ,  tve passed several dervishes stland- 
i ng  in n circle underneath the  arclles of one of thc  bazaar cross-roacls, 
ant1 singing out some sort of 1)arl)nroils melocly. A c e r t a i ~ ~  sort of sel'ul- 
chral tone of the refr:~in ca11,oht the ear of all of us, for i t  was plaintive 
ant1 full of sounds of debpair and of abueEation of all things mortal;  
w h ~ l s t  fmmn everay raising and modulation of the voices there ieemed to 
Le 1)reathecl fortli n st,rong feeling of fanaticis~n. One of the dervislles 
s l ~ c i i ~ l l y  attracttd my attelltion by his strange dress. Hr was a tall, 
emaciated fellow, I I G  t very old, wit11 a wild ; ~ u d  sornrw1~:~t tlazrtl exprc:s- 
3ion of face. h h1g11 hat, with all wr t s  of colouring, st i l l  further I)etol;ell- 
ed t h a t  its wtBal-rr wnu a n  icliot. A collect,ion of rags, to wllic:h as 
a n  articlo of dless it would Le impussiblo t o  give any ki~ld of name, 



covered his dirty,  bronze-eolonrecl body. Rnt I noticed t,hat 11e had 
neither the  classic cups h:tnginq to his ~ i r d l e ,  nor the other charactenstic 
app~~r t eaances  which Vrreshtsl~iigin deplcnts. I n  fact, tlie greater portion 
o f  the dervisl~es whom 1 met  i n  the bazaar in no way differed from the 
vag,ibond mentlicants t o  be sepn in  ISuropean Russia, and had nothing 
origin:bl about them;  for almost all of thein will collect wherever there 
happen to be hot c l r ~ ~ ~ ~ n l t i s  or a snvoary piluu. 

I met several Tatars whose traditional trade with Bllklllra has been 
from time iinlnelnorial i n  soap. On my asking them whether they came 
from I iaz in ,  they said they  did. 

O n  returning to onr own cluarters, I wished to  escape from the buzz 
and noise, and from all the b u d e  and dust  of the bazaar, and also to  
breathe a fresh and pure atmosphere. I therefore went into the garden 
attached to  our quarters, which covered a n  area of several acres, and t o  
the west extended riglit up  t o  the  city wall. Here I really found good 
air, for the garden was planted over with frui t  trees, all of which wera 
in full bloom ~ , t  the  tin^^. Apricot, peach, alztcha, Bnkb6ran plum, and 
cherry trc cs all seemed to be emulating each other in t h e  put t ing on of 
lienr colonring, whilst across the bright, azure-coloured heaven there was 
not a single cloud. 

'1'11~ ( c h h  -6~(9A),  ni l  old man of about 70, met me  bring- 
ing some sort of grass, mllich 11e a t  once he,rran to  praise, saying tha t  the 
Krrsll-Ntjgi Iiimseli' I \~RS c o ~ ~ s t a ~ ~ t l y  in the 1iaLit of eating i t  a t  111s cliuner. 
On  tasting it ,  1 found tha t  i t  was pnrei ,  \nrhicli in the orellards and 
g:t~-clcns of Bukl~ira ,  is grown as a vegetable. I ate this first specimen of 
:tdvancing spring with satisfaction. From tha t  day  the  aged gardener 
brought 11s daily several b n ~ ~ c h e s  for our table. 

On  the evening of tlle 7th ( l l l th ) ,  they brought once more, for our 
amnsc~nent,  dancers, musicians aild singers. 

[I)),. ?ir?'6?*~ki's  e n d l r s ~  d e s c r ~ ~ l i o ~ t  of this sort of ~ecren t ion  i s  omitted front the 
pngcs of the E~zgliuW tc.rt] . 

(Tr.rt rcszr 171c.d.) 

On tlie 5th (17th) 34;~rch 1 visited Alnziir-i-Sliarif, the tomb of the 
greateqt of tho Bul;li,iran s:lints. Incieetl, tlie Baliliirans nscert tliat, 
a f t ~ r  Mecca and Alcdiu:~, this tomb is held throughout the  M u s s r i l n l j ~ ~  
world to hc more savred t11:lii ally other. A pilgrimage thrice performed 
t o  this spot is consitlercd t o  bc eq~inl to  a jonr~ley t o  tlic k m b n  or 
tomb of the l'ropliet ( J I ~ ~ l i : s ~ n n ~ n d ) .  T l ~ e  Amirs of Bukliiira hnvn 
1 o m:il;e a ]mint of going tlic.rcb once n year for the purpose of per- 
Eo~-n~ ing  a pilg~.in~:ig,.r. I n  for~ncbr days too '' 1)ious " Amrs n ~ ~ c i  
to yo tlie wliolc way on foot from 13ul;li,irn t o  tlii- a pot, nl,ont 1 0  r v o . ~ f n  
(6; milcs). Now, llo\~~\'r\ w, the Arnir performs tlio pilgrimnge on all 

ass's 1)ack. 
I\iaz;C~.-i-Sliarif is noili inr else t,linn the tomb of a famous local 

~ : ~ i n t ,  Kli\v:ijn, 13;1lin-etI-l)in, who died in tlie vear 1388 A. u. IZe 
was l , h ~  Eonn(lcr of tlic Central Asian order of hlassulmin monks or 
clervislies c;dlctl Nuksllban~1i.r. His name is famous throngliout Ceiltral 
Asin, slit1 is mentioned with the greatest respect; moreover liis followers 
art: to 1)o found in almost every city in Asia which is peopled by 
Muliammadaiis. 



I mas afraiil lest I, " an nnleliever," would not  be permitted t o  
visit t be tomb of this  s:rint bu t  ; the  Amir obligingly acceded t o  my 
1.ecl11t.st~. 

Accolxlingly, at, 10 A . I I . ,  me molinted our horses and started off. 
TVe Il,~,cl si*.irceIy gone 2 ?:ert\tr ( I $  miles) beyond the  city walls 
when cru~nl) l ing snntls I)egan ; neverth~less ,  t he  canals (ariks),  whicll 
a t  this sc.as,,n col~t:linetl no water, rn:irl;c~d a green line of vegetation, 
whilst the  mnlberry t r e ~ s  seemed t o  stand lip out  of the hillocks alld 
sxnd dnnes like s o  many st:~kea. To the  lel't (east) of the road were 
11c~i.t: and thcre spell strips of green cor11; and indeed wherever the 
11:~tnre of the soil :~t lmif ted of i t ,  there rvel-t: miniature fields sown over 
with winter col-n. On either side oT the road s t retcl~ed unsightly 
hovels, which 111 some ciisep were half buried in  the sa>lld. IVe rode 
I)"", two or tlli.ee very inferior mosclnes ant1 A?arlro'ssas, and it was appa- 
r ~ l l t  t h a t  liere the local i1111,rbitants were ca r r j~ ing  on a dospera.te struggle 
w ~ r l l  the waste t h a t  was advancing upon them. It is only by the 
c:irc~;~il maintenance of a systeni of irrig:~tiou canals t ha t  this part 
oi' t:lt\ conntry can be savecl from c.omplrte destl.uction by the ever- 
w'tl~ n i n q  stretclles of tlriEt sand. A f t ~ r  the track had follofved a 
~ ~ 1 1 1 ~ 1 ~  zbne for a distance of from 4 to  ,5 nerafs ( 5 3  to 35 miles), the 
still beg;,n to  ge t  better, a ~ l d  now more s u b s t a n t i : - o o k i n  buildings 
nn(l t l e l ~ v ~ r  g,~l.dl->ns came in siglit, whilst in  the callztls there was 
I . I I .  The nearer we npproac!icd the site of the saint's tomb, 
t 11c. 1 1 1 0 1 . ~ ~  1)a)plt: appeared in the streets. 

:\ t, I~~rgtlr,  o u l  of a dark and as  ye t  scarcely green depression* 
tl~e:.c rosr up  the  cupola of t he  saint's tomb. U e disn~ounted a t  
a 1 , I . ( I I I $ P ~ I I ~  some \)aces distant from t h ~  tomb, and here s repast 
h+rtl 1,c~cn prt1pare(1 for us. A f t ~ r  drinking some tea alrd taking a short 
rc..t, ivr 4t,11*t~(l off to inspect the toml, itself. 

i-\t, l i ~  s t  %:,in r:in-BPI< cntered 1 1 1 ~  t o m b  In company with the  ir'at'(1111- 
He/. It was now noon, and  so %arn:~a~~-l{chl; tl(~s11.ed t o  sdy the ttarnliz- 
pi\'/;;,, (or  tile ;\Inqsnlrr~;in noon-clay prajrerj a t  t l ~ e  saint's rc:,tiiig pl:~ce, 
ant1 I was not di5p ,sed to interfere wit11 11is ( I P V O I I ~  dispositit)n by Ing 
prclsrnise. Kcforr. we hat1 . e t  out, %a~n:~nn- l3t:k hilt1 esl)i.c~sed a wid1 
to l ~ ~ l f s , ~ l n  t l l ~  p i l y r i m q e  in a khaldl rrnd n i i t i v~  heatld~.e~s, arid I 
had c.nrlc;~voclred to ( I I s s I I : I ( ! ~ ~  l i i r r l  from ci~rl-yi;rg o ~ i t  :lily such intention 
I I V  r c l u - e < e ~ ~ i i n ~  t11u nnfituttss of S I J ; ~  ;L I Y ~ ; I S ( ~ I I ~ ~ ; I ~ P  in t l l ~  case of a n  
otfic.i:lI of ~ I I H  I L I ~ ~ * ~ ; L I I  (;overnrrlellt, tile mart. so ar t l ~ e r e  w:~s no direct 
I;L\v i r l  the  I iur j l l  whir*l~ mncle i t  conlp~~lsory ti) \\rpar a Kfi~ltit under 
sricll cil.curnst:~n(:rt~. Z ~ I ~ ~ R : L T I - & ~ ~  nqreed with my vlew of the matter, 
bu t  wlth evident disi~~c.linatiou, fo l - ,  011 s t ' i~ i l~g out, he took with 
him a kl l / / l r ; / ;  but  I do not l<ilo\v wlietlic~l. he ])lit it, on or not wlien 
11e pnt~recl the precincts of the s'lint'~ tomb. IC'hen he re~urned  from 
his t h r w  follower1 ilftcr a large crowtl of boys of all sizc8, 
who culied out  loud17 their dpm:inil~ f o r  altns; and if they had not 
f~alsed the Karlrul-Bry s stick, they would probat)ly not have observcd 
mrlcll cerpmuny towards l~irn i n  s l ~ i t e  oE liis " orlhodoxy." 
- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -- -- --- 

* Iluring t l ~ e  spring srason in  Centrnl Asin, t l ~ c  g : ~ r t l ~ n s  prcwnt rill or igir l~l  sight, for  
all tlre trces .,re rtwerecl H ~ t l i  hlousom as  tllongh a11rinl;led ovelr with snow, and not a green 
leaf Ilas yet  appcaretl I t  is olily rvllen thc blossow. begins to fall that leaves make 
their appearulice.-Aulhor. 



I n  a quarter of an lio~lr's time I fitarted off t,o see the rcst,ing 
place of IChaw5ja Baha-etl-Din. A swarm of youtliful mendicants 
pressed round me on  all sides. The  tonzL and mausoleun~ stand a t  
t,he f a r  end of a vast court-yard. After ent,ering the gates in  the wall 
encircling t h e  court-yard, and after passing a number of old and young 
women mlio asked our alms, we proceeded Ly a very wide stone pare- 
ment. On the  one side ran a wall, and  on the other a low building 
c:onatl.ncted of some kind of grey stone. After following the  pavenwnt 
for a distn,nce of about 200 paces, we reached the portal of the tomb 
itself. 1 1 1  an a.rcli there hangs a sort of lustre or ca,nclelabram. After  
passing tllrough more eat,es, I found myself in  a small square coort- 
yu,rd snlootl~ly paved with dressed stone. Straight  in  front  of me rose 
u p  t,he tomb itself, which is cu t  out of some rough stone. A t  i ts  foot is 
fnstelle(1 a pqle, from the  top of rvhicll hangs a tu f t  of hair or wool. 
Alongside of this  on asnother pole is fastened a green standard, below 
wliic!l is a hcap of sheep's horns. Along t.hree sides of this inner court 
runs a gallery ra.ised on pillars. From tho flooring of 1-he gallery, 
wliich is ~*iclily ornari~eutrtl nrilh very small n~osaics, h a ~ g  severa,l lainps, 
a11 of \vllicli 21-e kept <!onst,antly alight. T!le sides of the  callercy are 
very ~ l l i~~in ,  and are neatly st.uccoed: a l t ho~ igh  they bear tlsnces of recent 
tile or~ln.n~entation. The mosaics on the  flooring of t,hr gallery are 
i n  nn exerllellt state of pr~st!rvation, and a gold sett,ing $istei~s i n  pnrbs 
of t l~c in .  This mansoleurn mas raised a long t,ime ai-trr t.lle saint's 
tlt?:ltl~, ! i s . ,  i n  1490, dcr ing  tlie reign of ALdul-Aziz-I<llLn, fourth 
sovel.cign of the dyna,st,y of the S haibjnids. 

As ]I entered the inner court, I not,iccd before tlie ton-IL 2 group of 
worshipl,t!rs, and amongst them two or three grey-beaisds. .J~~clgin,n 11.v 
t,hcir. silent ancl contemplative attitude, i t  might  be snpl>os~tl tllnt they 
,nlcro mclltally reciting n pr:ryer, althongh thc hour of tlie ?/,11))(1:-pisl,ln. 
11:lcl ::o~lc: bye. I wished to  look more closely at the  toml), lint tlrt! 
gi.nrip of people around i t  positively 1):irred m y  curiosity. 1, moreover, 
rc:ltl in t,lie eyes of one of the grey-be;l.rcls n !00li of tlisgust and cliscliii~t 
a t  t11e p eseuce, on this sacred spot, of a " I<;ifir " with six Cossac~l;s 
Ilullil~tl him, carrying t,heir carbines over tlleir shonldcrs. 

1lft~c.1- passing out of the precincts of tlie tom\), our route 1a.y by 
a mollxs(ery (K / l c t j rk i ) ,  to  which a Llfadt.iaq~n is attached. I t ,  is a simple 
I)uilliing v f  I ~ u r n t  brick, two storied, and without any  tile ornamei~tation. 
I t  is cvitlently a, more modern structure than tllc tomb. 

'l'lle pious worshipprrn Of Baha-ed-1)in relate ma,ny lnarvellous t , l l i np  
concerning him. Thus they sa,y tha t  hc liad the gift of I,rophesy. B I I ~ ,  
a.s is nlnr9.y~ the case, such st,a.tements are greatly at variance with t . 1 1 ~  truth.  
1 will n(ltlnce oiie such story as an exn.n~ple. Tlle saintly A-.ht~/!j'a, \vIio 
livetl :].I1 the  yew round at 13~ltliiira., was said t o  ltnow e ~ e r ~ t h i l ~ g  th: t 
rnc:llt, on t.hro~ighont the world. Thus, when Osmin  took Con$tani.lnoplr, 
t.his lroly inan inforined the  people of I31ilrhjm of the fact  tlic same 
day. 11ow Ea.r the story ]nay I,e believed can Ile wen from the circnm- 
s1-;111ce tlixt Ba,ha-ed-Din died in I:{SH, wl~ilst  Constantirol)le was 
not t,:lken Lp the Turks until some time nf'tel.1v;1i.tls. I3r1t the piolls 
wot.sliij)l,ers of the mint  a,rc strnngcrs t,o 11isto~ic:sl crit.ic.isrn n~ltl  to  
any kirltl of scept,icisrn, and mill never believe a . r ~ ~ l ~ o ~ l ~  r v l i , ~  1nl;es t l ~ e  
troilLle to point out the incorrectness of tlieir tracl;tioli.;. 'l'1~t-y say 

2 s 



also of bha-etl-Din t h n t ,  foreqeeing that his ashes would receive a certain 
amount oE Ilonour From future generations of the faithful, he once 
for all Inid down the rate of paymrnt to  be offeretl by pilgrims to  his 
tomb. I-Ie, therefore, ordained tllat srich oft'erings sllould not exceed 
7 (n t lgns  from one person, nncl that  thpy shorlltl not fall below that  sum. 
But the liljeral 11:tnd of a pilgrim is not hindered by any such fixed 
rate, and so in t l l ~  shrine there is always a sum considerably in excess of 
mllat was stipulated by the saint in his life time as leviahle from each 
pel-son. The local Mullahs, however, interpret the saint e(1 Iihwij:rJs 
wishes t o  mean tha t  his rate had reference t o  his tomb only, and that  
eac:11 offering tha t  amounts to more than 7 tallgas is to  be applied to the 
use of those of other saints. 

By the  time we had returned to  our halting place, i t  mas past 
2 I).;\I., and the  weather had altogetlier changed; thc heavens were 
over(-ast, and a high wind had begun t,o whirl about the sand. After 
partaking of breakfast, we returned to Bukhira. 

cS1h (20th) ~lla~*ch.-Today Nassir-Bhin oa.me to me with fresh news, 
which a Jlgil, i n  the service of an  official of the KBtta-Kul-grin district, 
11:itl 1)rought i rito Bukhiira some clays previously. 'l'he Ji,qit, as an 
:~c.r~~~:iiutnnce and comracle of Nassir-Khfin's, had told him the  fol lowi~~g.  
Xbont a month previously Abdul-Rallmin, who mas living a t  Sfimarkancl, 
hnd sent Abdulla-J6n, one of his trustworthy servants, to the Annir of 
f3uk116ra to ask him t o  give up to his master (Abdul-ltahmiin) the 500 
:lF,nllins soldiers who mere in 11is (the Amir's) service. 12ut that soon 
alter Abdulla-JAn had reached Uukhira, the  Amir llatl received a Irttclr 
From General Ivinoff, Goveri~or of SSmarkand. It was not I ~ I I O W I I  what 
(;cnt.r;11 Ivinoff wrote t o  the Amir, but, after the n w i p t  of his letter, 
A1)dull.z- Jgn was arrested. TIIF. Jiyif who imparted this information to  
3-:x~sir-IihAn llacl been sent by his chief t o  Bukhir:~ t o  obtain illform- 
ation of various kinds, and also t o  ascertain what 11ad happened to 
Al)~lnlla-Jgn. 

[ J p  to this time I had not received from the  Arnir any information 
~ . ty :~ rd ing  my (1ep;lrture from Bukhira, and so I spoke st!riously t o  the 
A , / , / I  t c l -  Beg on the suhjrrt. 

" I do not know," said I, " v h y  the Amir, in return for the kinduess 
~ h r w n  Iiim, shoul~l havc requited us by an  ~bjoctless detention a t  
1 1 r .  I suspect that  lle has not been made accluainted with my 
michtl-. , 7 

'L1o this remark t, he Karnu !-Beg replied tha t  he had communicate(1 
mv wish~n  to t l ~ e  KI~YII-B~gi, w110se duty i t  was to rr.p )r t  thcln to  the 
~ m i r ,  and that he, the Karaal-Bcg, could not say whether he 11ad done 60 

or n o t .  
" In such a case," I continued, "be so g o \ d  a9 t.o inform the 

K~IYII- H P ~ ) .  that, he IS grcatly mistaken if he supposes tha t  hospitality 
s h e w n  to me  g gain st m y  own wishes can be pleasing to  me." 

After this convergation, I once more started ofF to  take a look a t  
the city, and T again went t o  the ~Vadrzssa of hlullah Muhammad- 
S hnrif, w ~ t h  which tile reader, as well as 1 myself, have already been 
made a~v~uaintrvl. 

[ ? ' h e w  hcinq nolhin-q o f  i n t p r ~ v t  t o  vrrord  on the  orrasion o f  t h i a  second vir i l ,  the 
greuter- por l lo~t  oj '  Il~is part  of Durlor Yaudrska's narrative hau t e e n  omitted.] 



(Text res zrmed .) 

From the rooE of t.his Guilding T could judge of the d imen~iona  of t,he 
inner nralls of Bukh6ra. These wnlls descril~e a,n ellipsis of which the? Il)n,:er 
arc: measures from 5 t o  6 versts (:I$ to 4 miles), ant1 Lca.rs north-east and  
south-west ; the  shorter a.i-c measuring from 3 t o  4 uc~~-,st.s (:? to 23 millls). 
The who1 e of this area is th iclcly built over, there being scarcely any rrege- 
t,nl,les inside the walls. O n  the  cast side of the city are the JfurLris.sa of 
?/Cir-Arbb and  the  JZechet-i- Kaliti~z (or Great  Masjid) . Tlle b ~ z a a r ,  too, 
~ncl ines  towards this  direction. B u t  i t  may be said t h a t  the cii y of 
Rrlltll6ra is nothing else than  one vast bazaar. If, however, HulihAr;~ 
within the 11-al1s is alnlost devoid of veget.atbn, presenting a surface 
of nothing bnt greyish yellow roofs, then BulihSra without tho malls is 
Luri~td i n  a dense mass of gardens. 

Tot1;iy solne Afgl~iin merchn.nts brought me  some ?Sislia.pur tur- 
quoises t o  looli a t .  For  tm~o stones, each with a diameter of from 3 t'o 4 
Zincs, and for four others wit'll n dia.metc?r of from 1 t o  13 li?ze.r, they asked 
300 %n7zynv, or about 87 7.ozdle.s (about 87 rupees). The turquoises wclre 
undoultedly good ones, but  the  prices asked for thetn were escessive. T l ~ e  
~nerchn n ts, ~ v h o  were Lollinis, corro borated the news from Afgl~bnisttin 
wliicli Nnssir-ICh6n had brought me. 

9/ .h  ( ,2l . \ f)  Jfu~.c/L.-This morning the  I'a?.a~~?-.Br,q came t,o us  very 
Into, atld eo:ltrary t o  his usual costom. I I e  then told us tha,t ho had 
sec.n the  d l  i .  ahhat. prep31.ing to start, for T;isllkai1d, and lie had, t h ~ r e -  
fore si~l~po~ec'l  t h a t  tlle JliraX.fi,tlr was going with us. After saying this, 
he went on t o  tell us t lmt to-d3.y we \voulcl certainly be infor~ned as t o  
when wo could leave llul;hBra, s i l~ce the Amir Ilacl long Le1.n anrare of 
m y  wishes. B u t  I waited the nrliole day long, and the  e v e ~ ~ i n g  Lrouglll; 
wit.11 i t  no intimatJion of the kind. 

The extraordillarilg Ivarm weather and the  pure fr ;~,grar~ t air of the 
garden induced Zama:~n-TJek and myself to  leave our dreary and cl~i l lg  
quarters (notwithstanding i ts  fire-place) and transfer ourselves to  the  
gar(len, where I ordered carpets t o  be spread out on the  terrace and tea  
t o  be served. 

[The resf  ?f th i s  dny's narl-atiae Ans been omitted ,fi.om the fmnslat ion,  ns it 
conttriws notAing ~cilrntcecr. qf the sli,yhtest infercst .  I t  nzn-y bbe ubser.t,ed, holoe~v~r,  
thrrt the ~zct~ne of the BILX.~~I*UI?  servant who coas appointed to look i~ f ter  ll). 
1-uvd~.sl i 's  qoctnts was  Ruswlrerdi ] 

l O / A  (22nd) ~lZa~ch.-l'his morning, after tlie usual salutations, the 
a -  informed 11s that  Muhammad-Sharif-Bii, governor of t he  
city of IiukhSra, and son of the  Kmh-Urgi, was coining to  pay a s  
n visit,. Alt,hough i t  was very eal-ly to  receive visitors, the H i ;  
had not to  wait a minute i n  the  ante room since we were already 
drrssed. I therefore met him in  our reception room, ant1 lincl not  
gone orlt into tlie court-yarcl, as  I should have done in conformity with 
10ca~l cnst,om. 

I n  this  way  I wis l l~d  to  give him to  understand tlin,t I was not 
especially pleased with 13ukhiiran Iio~pit~ality. 

O n  cntcring the room, t,he 71ii ~rchno:~d snlntntions with ris, a ~ ~ d  
bogan t,o oscl~se himself f o r  not 11:1,ving vis~tctl us l,et'c)ro ; l'or, saitl I](*, 
'' I orlgl~t t u  linve dunc so im~llediatcly :tf'ler yo11r nl-rival ah Hukhirs ."  



"1 beg t h a t  you will not be anor  with me on this  account, but 4 I must do what the .Ja/rcil-rili requires," he mumbled in a confused 
1n;lll llcr. 

I-le the11 bcso~lglnt us  not t o  feel weary, as in all probability tile 
Xunir would on the rnorrow send us word al,ont our d ( ~ ~ a r t u ~ ~  from 
Rukilira. He  went 011 to say tha t  Rahmat-Ulli~lr, JZcrakhlrr, was cluite 
ready t o  go, and t,llat we should probably go  torst8her. 

To this I replied that,  of course, this would aiford me much sttis- 
faction. 

" As regards your request t ha t  we should not feel weary here," I con- 
tinued, "such s feeling arises from the  indefinite nature df our position, 
and also from the want of any serious occupation. My ~v i sh  to  hns t r~ l  
Luck t o  Trishkand must  be clear t o  you, since you have yol~rself jus t  
sp )ken  of the demands of t h e  S ta te  service; and the same serricc: is 
snrnmoning us to  Tishknnd, because i t  is  necessary for  me to make 
certain seports to  the head of the Rrissian administration in  Ticrkisi.al~. 
Xleanwhile, we are dela.yed here without any intelligible c.ausfJ, ant1 in  
a11 probabi l i t ,~  the  (;overnor-General will not be p l eas~d  a t  onr protract- 
ell stav a t  Bukh5ra.'' Upon this the  Biz said that  t he  Amir ca.rllestly 
lie;geil t ha t  I would stop ye t  n little longer ; and he a~lrled : " \.lit.li 
resl.)cct t o  your apprehension lest the Yuriln-Pcillz'allcill " (litel*a.lly 
" half-sovereigu," a t i t le g i v m  by the  natives of Centnil Asia to the 
C;overnor-(;~neri~l of Russian-'rurkistrin) " sllolrlcl be displeasecl by your 
tlelaying a t  Hul<hrira, the r\ rnir will send the  ~Ifil.alcl/ui* wit.li a letter 
t o  him, exp1:~ining tlre cause of your detention, and  t.:tLingaIl the 
blame on himsulf. On this  accouut, therefore, please be easy ill your 
mind." 

A very monotonons conversation then ensued between us, anrl 
I cannot untlerstand why t,he U1.i had corn~! to  visit us ; i t  a l l ,  {'or 
i t  s ~ e m e d  :IS though he too only awaited a favoal.aI)le oppo~,trlnit,ir 
t o  bring l ~ i s  clra,wn-out visit t o  a n  end. F('ortun;~t,ely, and to  t u r  
mutual satisfaction, a ilfii,zn came in a t  this  period aacl llnnclcd a 
pal)" to the Bii, t o  having perused it, raised it t o  his eyes, 
and tllcn after a 1);11ise said t11;tt he wc,ultl c(~mt! and sce us n g i ~ i ~ ~ ,  
when he llop~ti  to I,e able to pay us a lnrlcll Iongcr visit than  11u l~at l  
n1re:~dy (lone. FIe :~tltl~tl t h a t  " State  " service onllecl I ~ i i r i  to t l ~ e  
performnncw of his ilnnletliate duties, 11pou wlrich lle rose fro111 111s 
chair :111d took Ilia Iea,ve. 

To-clay, as >est,eril;ly, a fest,ivnl is going on here. Evc~ry yezr the 
sping season :it Uulillrir:~ is celnl)rat ecl wit 11 rejoicing, which Last's for 
fiev~:r;iI (lays, one year for a longer ~wrioil, anotlier year for :L lt:su, as tJhe 
Arllir direi:ts ; so~nc:t,imes such :L cel,:Lration will continue f o r  a tvhole 
r~ronth. During this senson of rejoicing, all t,he shops in the ba,za;lr 
are cll(,~erl, and a, fair i s  held on tli~! Ii?lj1,~s1dtf. or ope11 . S ~ : I C ~  i n  f ront  
O F  tllr Amil-'s 1 .  Here nssenll)le almost the whole of 1118 

i~~l~albit~nnt,.; of t l ~ p  city, rich ant1 poor, h igh  and  low, small and 
gl.eat,. Thp ~nl~rc.l~ntlt,s a l~ t l  t r :~ders  L r i ~ ~ g  hither their wares ant1 displ;l,y 
rilr,ln ill I,out,l~+, e s1~~(~ i ;1 l ly  1.u11 111) t 'cl l-  the occ!nsiou. Jrlgglers alld 
~ ) : I ' I . ~ I / s  ; I I I I ~ I : - : ~  t j ) (~01)10,  w h ~ )  t:ll,j~\y t,hrmsel\~es, buy and e;lt, t l l o ~ l ~ t l  
t i ~ t a v  t l o  not, get drunk ; cuc.~~.~u,,jus clrla~rti[ies of green tea I~u~vcvur, 



Having  heard :~hout  this fair  from the Kar.atrl- Beg, T formed a 
rlesire to  go  ancl look on  at the  popular assembly, and so a report was 
immediately sent off t o  the Rush-Beg; regarding my wishes. 

PV hilst t he  h ' a ~ n ~ ~ l -  Beg was sending off this commutlication t o  t he  
I<~lsh-B~gi ,  Nassir-I(1iBn brouglit me from a mwchant  the promised 
return about Bulihiiran trade. The very large sheet was written all  
oirer with Persian characters and some special sort of signs. Bu t  there 
w,ls now no tinie to  read itJ and  so I deferred doing so until  I reached 
'l'&sl~l<and. 

About noon the Kal-aril-Beg returned t o  our quarters with an- 
other rrSan, \vllo apparently mas also a Karaul-Beg; for our own mall 
sho\ved a reluctance to  sit down wlien I invited them both to  be seated. 
I ' l l i e  new-corner informed me t h a t  the A ~ n i r  was pleased t o  allow us 
t o  TO to  tlie fair, autl tha t  the U i i  110p~d  that ,  after we l ~ n d  see11 the  
~ i ~ ~ i t s ,  we ~vould 9 0  to  his house and partake of such as  lie had to  
offer us. 

\Ire wrre qnite prepared to  set out, our horses were ready saddlecl, 
a.nd the Cos-acka were mounted, w h ~ n  t l l ~  weather seemed to Le so very 
unpropitious. Nevertheless tlie Karaul-Ncg advised 11s to issue forth, 
a s s n r i l ~ ~  us t ha t  the  storm wo111cl soon be over. U'e accordingly started 
o;"f. On  I hc road two or three heavy drops of rain fell, but it nras soon 
over, the \ v ~ u d  fell and t l l ~  clollds \\'ere bol-ue away in cli;'fe~.ent clircc- 
t , ~ o ~ l s ;  an? I)y the t ime we had reached the Gri 's  house, even the dust, 
\\.ll iiah t l ~ e  \vind llatl r~iseci, had disappeared as tliough there had bct-nn 
11o11c nL :I]]. 

'L'he ~ ' L I ' S  11ouse is l~esiclc thc h'igi~lllrr, and allnost a t  tlie very 
gates of tlie Amir's palace. B u t  before we meut to  it,, we rode through 
tlle ilnprovisetl fair, where tliere mere people i n  thousands, and y e t  
thcre was no cro\vdiiig. Everybody, whether rambling about or  sitting, 
or willking up  and down, or  trading, was clad in liis best apparel. 
r 1  Ihere  in a corner between two rows of booths was a crowd s l a ~ ~ d i n , g  
ro~lnd  a b(llchn, who was s i t t ing within n clc se circle of his admirers wit11 
:LII air of iinportance and the carriage of a ruling prince. IIc was ponr- 
i t ~ g  out tca and l~audi l lg  cupuls t o  certain of those about Ii in~. Now 
t o  rrccive a cup of lea  from tlie hands of a 6atc.ha is cousiderecl at 
1JukhAra t o  be tlie height of distinction a r ~ d  good-fortune. Such a 
~.ecipierit will at, once risc in the opinion of the  crowd, and will pride 
himself accordingly. At  this l~:~rt,icular moment the Ilatcha had l~es to~ved 
his attentions on an old man  of 70. The boy's slight, soft  hand ; .as 
stretched out, and the old man slo~c-ly and reverently took the  cup, and  
t l l ~ n  mndc the h r l c l r a  a very low bow. 

I t  ncccl liarilly he said but tha t  our  cavalcadc, consistsing of two 
" Urus T11r:is," nioc Cossacks, and several Jigits, drew very general at  ten- 
tion. On the faces of many of the people there were smiles ; on those 
of all curiosity, but on none did I perceive a single black look ; nor did 
any fanatic mutter bet~veen liis t,eet,h the word K C ~ Y  ! TVithout boabt- 
ing  I can s:ly t11at I have clone Inore than ally one of the Russians who 
1i;~ve visited Bnlihjra to  make this city acquainted with the '' Urus," 
for in lily f r ~ ( 1 t 1 ~ n t  rides in the cit,y aurl bcyond it, always attended 
1)y a n  escort oE Cossacks, I hnvc enabled almost all the local inhabit- 
ants to see, if o ~ l l y  once, the face of an  " Urus." Now the street 



boys, whenever me m : i k ~  our appearance, loudly cry out, as to their 
oldest acquaintances, " Sulsam-Alaikum.'.' * 

Bii hluliarnmad-Sharif met  us in  the c ~ n r t - ~ a r d  of his house, and 
invited us to  enter tlle room in wl~ich a, taltle had bee11 spread with 
viands. The  dini~lg-room mas a l n r g ~ ,  bt*iqht, and well-plast,ei.ed room. 
Round a l a v e  a.nd rudely-constructed table were placed Vienna cllnira 

? with arms ot  digerent pn t ten~s .  T l ~ e  floor was spreacl over with hand- 
some Khurrissan and Turliumhn carpthts of large size. On  one of the 
bare walls llulig a Hkaumur therrnom(~ter, and in  a corner, near the 
entrance door, was a large iron-clamp~cl box which was evidently of 
Russian morkmansl!ip, and was t~ough t  in :[I1 pro1)ability a t  the Nijni- 
Novgorod fnir. T l l r o u ~ h  the wide ungl.ixerl wintloms could I)e seen a 
portion of the  overllauging \wall of the  citatlel risilig to a height of from 
50 to 56 fcet. 

Our  repast was preccd(vl by the usi7:il and a pr)nrcnily una voitlal lle 
compliments and courtesies wliicl~ ohtiiin thl~ou:q-hont Ceiitrnl A ~ i a ,  
The  Uii  again asked as  t o  esvnse him for not having been to  visit us 
before. H c  went on to say i l i , ~ t  l:e hitd Iieard we wme ~11111 and tlis- 
pleased wi th  somt~thiug or  nn?t,her, hnt tllat on the  nes t  clay the  time 
fixed for our departure \vnnld 11e made I;no\\ln. As I had 11eat.d from 
Nassir-Khsin on t l ~ c  VIP\ I ~ I I P  day  of t he  i t~ turn  of the rneni t~e1.s of the 
Afgl i in  Alission from 'I1iisl~l;:~tltl, ant1 of its arrival a t  Sh:lhr-i-Sah, and 
as I rvishetl t,o verify the iy~ f~ rma t ion ,  I enquired of the Uli if he k n e w  
anyth ing  aLout it ? 1 o this c!u~hstic)n he tel~l:ed tli:lt, altho~igll  h~ had 
his ow11 i8orresp ~ilclent at Sli:.llr-i-Siil)z, Ile 11:lrl 11ot rclr.ei\ferl n i l  y snch 
inforrnatioll. * k ~ e  ntl(lvt1, however, thn t  p o l ~ i l  lr rnmol,r-w11:1t "i.; this 
popular rumour in C e ~ l t r : ~ l  A b i n ?  It prls i t i~t~ly I-eri(lers the teltyt.:lpli wire 

useless-ciirrer~t on tho ~ I * ( ? V I ~ I I S  l?r1(1:1v [ i . ~ . ,  2i1d ( I  11 11) R I : I ~ c I I J  nipn- 
tioned that, the m~rn1)er.q o f  the At'gllii~l J I i ~ s i  )n  1i:ttl left S in in i l<~n( l  
n~~cornpani~cl  hy a certitin colonel an(l Ily Gene:.al Ib~-al~i t~loff ' s  1)rotIier. 
Our convers:] t ion tlwn passed on to  not llcr topic. 11-e sl)olct: a l )o~i t  
Shir-hli-l i  lirin, :~ntl ,  of course, al)out his t lsntl~, Src., kc:. The l j t t  r c~Fe t '~~~d  
t o  S!~ir-Ali's relations wit11 tlie Arnir of I:~ll;lliira. I'OI. tb?rnn~l)le, lie 
re1;ctcd how tllnt ~v11c.n 131rliits~~l w;is a t  l3111eli&ra, he irlforint,tl ( # P I  t:iitl 
Ritkhriran otlicii~ls that, :I letter would he rec~ivcd from hlti~n- Ali i n  :t 

few cl:iys7 time, convcyine t l i ~  ir1tim:ction tha t  the  At'q115n Amir \\-oultl 
pass through 13111eI1:ir:~11 teriitl1t.y. T ~ I I ~  three or fonr tl:~vs ~ ) : I S ~ P I ~ ,  

and  no such l r i t r ~ l  \rrlr ir~coiv(~(l. Some six (l;~gs lntrr on, :I 1~ t t1 . r  
came from the i l m i ~ .  Sliir-.\li Fihiin to the  L\mii. of 1~11lillLr:l, t o  C , I Y  t l ~ : l t  

r l  in  conseqnc.nc2e of his 11,ttl I I P  11:~tl t , ~  p ~ i t  oiT l ~ i s  jol~rnc~y to I d-l~kanrl . 
After  this aqnin :I ~.taport W:IS rccv~ved a t  1311kl1ira from tile lick of Sllii-i- 

bid,  s ta t ing tha t  the nietnt~crs of the Ht l s~ inn  hlission, ;~c.con~p:~riic~l 
by four Afgllill othci;~l*, Iliid passed throuq-h his city. I t  tlltln became 
known for c~rhxin  at ~ l l l i l l ~ l ' ~  t ,l~nt t,hc Afqhrin Amir  mould t.clm:lin a t  
Rlazir-i-Sharif. The Beg of Sliir6 bad had also r~portcci t1l:lt '' tlie 
people had two ideas about the cansps wllivh had hil,tlcrrtl t l l o  :I m i r  
from going t o  TashkaSnd; some said t h a t  the Amir hail prltl off his 

-. - - - - -  - - -- - 
* Ulikl1ti1.~11 ~ T ~ I ~ I I I I I I ~ ~ I ~ Q ~ I ~ ,  cven of tllc lower cl.1~1, apponr to he inqiv pnli:. to 

E~~ropenns  than nre tire 11.1lf- Ifin(111is1~1l h l u ~ s ~ i l i ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~  of t l l i q  C O I I I I ~ P J J  I\ 110  \I 0111(1 I I ~ V ~  r 
dream of l~sirlg the wctrcl " A I J ~ ~ ! I ~ I I "  to RI IY  h l ~ t  O I I C  of tile " F.11tlrEu1," trlrtl wl io  wry 
rarely eve11 aey " Salae~~l" to all EurS)pcell. - l 'runalulor. 



j o u r n ~ y  on account. of illness ; others affirmed t.11at) the troops :rtl Mazir-i-  
Sllarif liad opposed Iris going. " Our  conv~rsat ion then touched lipon 
1nca)l diseases, on the  Tishkand Agricultural Exhibition, &c. Our visit 
t o  the H;i 1:~stcd over t>wo liours. 

As wc werc ritiing towards the  Bii's house, me met, a,t a few paces 
distance fi.om our quarters, a n  AfghAn who Ilad Leen amongst the  
escort 1vl1ic.h had safe-gua.r.ded tlie rnern hers of the H.ussian Mission 
on tllei:. progress towards K:il-)r~l ancl b;tc.lr to T;ishka.nd. I immediately 
ortlerwl one of the Jiy1.l.s accoinp;~lryilig us t'o in\site t h e  Afglllin to  our 
qu;~,rttlrs aucl t,o there 1001,- a.ftt.1 Illm, i i~c~ui r ing  at the same time about 
ever:.thi I ;W relating to Afgha~~ist, , i i i .  Tl'llon we ret~i11.nccl to our quarters 

? the  Afgllan had left, but, Xassir-KhCin tolcl nle aLorit hini, and also what 
lie llacl s:rid. An -4fghrin AIissioll \tl:rs now a t  .f311kll&rn, and the said 
,4fcll$n . . urns attaclird t,o i ts  escort. The eut,ire p e ~ s o / / l r e l  of tliis RIission 
comprised 30  person^, and thi:y rpceived from the Amir of BukhCira a 
da.ily n~niiitena~nce allowance of  200 fci~/!/r/,.c.. Tlie Afgliiii, \vlicn we saw' 
him,  wirs ,qoi~ig to 1)uy barley in  the Lnzaar, a,nd tllerefore coultl riot remain 
101rg i1.t onr quarters. 

1 I //, (:2,3rrj) :liln~*oh.-It s e ~ ~ n e d  tha t  l l i ;  Jl11han1mad-Shn.rif had told 
a n  ii u t  rnl1.l w11en he assilred 11s t,ll:lt 011 t l l ~  inorro\v we should certainly be 
iufol-met1 regarding our departui'e From HulthA~,s, for I waited in  vain tlle 
whole of to-day, and n o t  011 1y (lid n o t  receive the required information, 
lrr~t, no message calnl from tli; Arnir at :rll. Wben tbe evenirrg set in, I 
Legan t o  spc:!k t o  t,he / i '~~.nt~l-U(~,q  on tlie snbjcct,, : ~ n d  he said tliat t he  
Anlir h:rd proL:tIlly not qiveli nilv orderx o n  t h e  sni)j(xt to-da.y, because he 

. ,  . ha:! g~ ~ n c  o n  a pi'~gr-im:lptr l,o i3illli1-tl(l- ~i 11's t,ornlr, wlleacc he would 
procec(l to Iris cnl~ut,l,y i.esi0~1ice :~.t  Clial~ar-U,igh, where he would in a,ll 
I)rol);~.l~ilit\. give 11s a fzlrt>\vcll audience. 

I n  :i,ll'tliis 1 only s:lw tlie wish to  detain me a t  Rulil~rira for seve- 
r:al days. But  I could in no \v;i.y untlerstantl \ \ ~ 1 1 ~  tlie :\riiir thought it 
necckss;l.l.y to k ~ q )  rncb ag:lirlst my wish nlltl wit llorit t,he s l i g l i t~s t  gain 
to h in i~c l f .  \\-;IS i t  t.1li1.t Ilo desii.ctl to s ~ n c l  rns wit11 the A-li~.aL.lrar, and 
thn,t hc \ v : ~ s  not vet rentlv t o  st:trt ? B u t  t,hen the Ali1-,lklr7lr could 
g o  as well nlo11t-l. Ln.st,l\:, the Amit. lrncw th:rt I u r n s  in a. liurry to  g e t  
l ,n( . l i  to 'I'6rhl-a1~d. \VI;:I,L then did lie I V : I , I ~ ~  of nle now? I will say 
olw11l~- t . l rn t1  l 1 t a  \vns inv i t i~rg  unfrien~lliness on my part. I did not a.t all 
t1csil.e to Ii:r~vc? I.ec:nlr.se t,o tlre la,st cstrcmi t y  a i~ t l  1e;tve 131tkh:irn witliont 
p:lying a f;rrc~vr.ll visit, to the Aulir ; aucl yet  if there were any  more 
clelay, I woultl I I O ~ .  1lt~sit:ltc to do so. 

Tlic AfKI~:ili, \vl1om WC' 1i :~c l  scen the  previons c l n , ~ ,  again came t o  
Nnssir-k<h;iri, R ~ I I ~  Iold him that  the members of the Afglrail Mission t o  . , 
Bnkl~Cira \vc~.c r~n1:lining Ilerc~ in the most c o m p l ~ t e  igtiorancc ns t o  
~ v l i ; i t  was goiilg on ill Afgh61listin. They had tle!;patched t o  Jfnzcir-i- 
Shnrit' tlireo IiIcsseligers, of whom not one had returned. Fifteen 
d:tgs 1)croi.c they had received from Ti~l l l ia~nd news to the effect 
t h a t  tllp mcrnl)ers of the AFghQn Mission to  'I'urkistin had reacli'd 
the Iiussian head-quarters and llnd been reccived with all possible 
hononl.. 

1214 (2/1///) Jl/rrch.-As no tidings had come from the Amir to-day, 
s,nd ns the Knrnwl- Nrg was not to  be seen, about 11 o'clock I gave orders 
for prcpnrations to  be madc for our departure, for i t  seemed that the 



Bukllirans had now lost all ideas regarding the  law of hospitality; a t  
a n y  rate I could not understand what  they  mere doing. I, therefore, 
decided upon sending t o  the  Ktb.sl-Bfgi a message t o  say, t h a t  if by this 
evening, I should not receive a definite answer from the  Amir, then earlv 
the nes t  morning I should s ta r t  without waiting for the honour of 
seeing H i s  Highness. 

To-day the  same AfghSn again came t o  u s  and said, t l iat  on this 
da te  the  members of the  AfghBn TVIission to  B~llilii:.n had recei\.pci a 
letter f rom Mazjrr-i-Sharif, which coinmunicatecl the  information tha t  
the English had been defeated in  the Kuram Valley ; t ha t  several of their 
battaliorls had been routed ; and tha t  the Afgll6ns had captured 7 g n n ~ .  
Tha t  the English troops a t  Jalil6l)Bd had been cut  off from P e s l ~ i ~ a r .  
Tliat Nanroz-Khin, Talthb-Khin's uncle and  a son of the  Akhund of 
S~vjr t  mere 1i;vassing the English by ninliing- constant attacks on them. 
Tli;~t! generally spcakine the  English had a very iuseciire hold of the 

t'? 
positions t l i ~ y  had occupied. That  they had despatched t o  Ynklib-Iih6n 
a Jlission with offers of peace, promising t o  live i n  friendship wit,ll 
the  i-\fgli&ns as they did formerlp. 'l'llat Yakhb-Khin had replied t o  
tlir! effect t h a t  owing t o  the  hostile operations of t he  English he had 
alreacly suffered much tribulation ; t h a t  because of tlleln he liad 1,een 
imprisoned for sorlie years ; t h a t  he had not yet  been freed from moral 
suffering, as i t  was onri11g to  them tha t  llis countrymen Iiatl regal-tlrcl 
llirri a s  R traitor to his native land. Tliat therefore I I ~ ,  Yaltlib-l<hin, 
now wished to  shorn tlie h fg l i i n s  t ha t  he was n f i~ i thfu l  and tru,twortll.y 
son of their common land. Cons~quen t ly  he mould not pu t  tlowtl his 
arms so long as  he lind a single soldier, or as long as  one Englishman 
remained in Afgli5ni.;t&n, and tha t  wit11 (;(xi's help lie hojled to free 111s 
country from i ts  invasion by a n  enemy, and, if not, so let i t  be. '.L'!IP same 
AFg1l;in then  infornled us  t ha t  Ghnlam-Haitlar-Khin of Warclak had bef)n 
appointed 1,iiindll oE tlhe Challcir- JP-ilri'yut, and tha t  the former l /?iiud/,  , 
Klin~h-Dil-Khiin,  and Sircl6r Faiz-Mull:1rnmecl-I~h6n had not heen l;ill~d, 
h u t  were still alive and in prison. Tha t  the messenqer, wlio ha,cl broughL 
this  letter t o  t he  mcmbers of the AEgl~Cin Mission t o  Ta~l ikand ,  hncl 
r epo~ ted  having met  at Sir-6L those of the returning Afghill l l ission 
from Tbshkand, t h a t  two Russian officials were wit11 it, and tlio,t hc ( the 
speakel.) had a letter for the  returning Mission. 

TThilst I was occupied in clressing the wound of an Afgh:in, who 
llacl beell accidentally shot by the  discharge of a revolver of small 
calillre, Zamnan-Belt engnqerl i n  conversation with one of t l i p  men 

had brouS.ht t h ~  rnoundrd A f g h i n  t o  me. This man appenred to he 
the  superior of tlie wouudetl man ; and he confirmed the infosniation whicll 
mp hacl rec~ivecl nbout there being in the  service of the Amir of J ~ t ~ l c l i i r ~  
500 Afghiins, who had formerly served under Abdnl-RahmQn, whose 
service they hacl exchnngecl for t h a t  of t he  Amir, when thcir former mnstcr 
ll;l(l withdrawn to  Simarltancl. The  same Afghin further commnnicated 
certain information reqarding occurrences i n  Afq l~ in i s t  611. This informa- 
t ion mas of the  freshest, as  he was quoting a letter r ec r iv~d  tlint very noon 
by Afghgn merchants, t rading a t  RukhBra, from their Kill111 correspond- 
ents. It confirmed the news regarding the  defeat of tlie F;nglish in  tI>e 
Kurnm Valley, and also about the pitia1)lc s ta te  of the English troops a t  
Jal i l iLid.  It said, too, t h a t  Nauroz-Khriu, Yakhb-Khan's utlcle, on 



hearing of Shir-Ali-Khin's death and of the selection of his nephew as 
Amir, wrote to the English to say that  he would no longer give them 
his support, alid that he required them to evacuate the positions which 
they had occupied along the course of the  Kiibul-Daria, and tha t  if 
they refused hc threatened to  close all ingress to  and exit from the  
Khaibar Pass. That the English had, of course, refused to evacuate their 
positions, and tliat, therefore, they mere now subjected t o  constant 
attacks on the part of the mount,a,ineers. That  after this the English 
had sent to Yakfib-Khin a Mission with ten Zakh~ of rupees and the 
following conditions of peace. Instead of the  occupation of the four 
point,s in Afghiinistiin, which they had named to  Shir-Ali, they now 
required only two points, v iz . ,  Kibul  and HerSt, the English garri- 
sons of wl~ich were to be stationed outside those clties, in forts specially 
constructed for the purpose. They further agreed to pay to Y'akhb- 
K h i n  a, yearly subsidy of not less than ten lakhs. Besides these 
conditions 1l:ngland would undertake t o  protect Afghiinistin from 
foreign invasion. 

To my question llacl Yakljb-Iiliin accepted the peace proposals of 
the Englisll, I recaeived an answer "that, of course, he had, if he had 
taken the money." Zamaan-Bck then inquired why, if Yakiib-Khin 
had taken the English money, he had a.lso attacked them. To this ques- 
tion the Afghin replied-" 'l'lie Afghius are this kind of people. Tliey 
will take nioney and tohey will attack the donors all the same if they 
get  tlie cllance." He t,lien related, almost word for word, the news which 
we had already received-news which had been brought to the members 
of the Afghin Mission to  Bukhira. 

To-day passed and still no communication from the  Amir, neither 
did the Karairl-Beg come to us a t  our supper time. W e  shall see 
what the morrow will bring. There was no help for it, for we must., 
as Saadi sa,ys, " place on the carpet of expectation the pillow of 
patience." 

13th (2511) ilfa~*ch.-This morning, when the Karaul-Beg came to offer 
us the usual " Salaam," I asked him whether he bad received a,ny intima- 
tion from the Amir, and on his giving me areply in the negative, i t  was 
quite clear either that the Amir was in no hurry to give his permission 
foi. our departure, or else that  the Bil. had not made his report as I had 
instructed him. To longer put up with such t'reat'ment was not in  
me, since a t  this time I was not a private individual but the representa- 
tive of Russia. Further waiting and further concessions on my part 
would bear t ra,ces of aba,sernent,. Therefore, in the  Kara 16l- Beg's pre- 
Renee, I summoned Nnssir-Khin, my caraz:a'n-bhlli, and ordered him to  
saddle, all the pncli-animals and tjo put on the loads. I then directed the 
wrgeant-major to have his Cossacks ready for a.n immedint.e start. I 
furt.her requested Zainnan-Bek to int'erpret to the Knrav~l-Beg a11 the  
orders which I h3.d just given. " W e  have wait'ed three days for t,he Amir's 
pleasure," mid I t,o the Ahraul-Beg, " and nothing 11a.s been intimat'ed to  
us, wl~ilst the Ilii has done not,hing but exercise decept.ion. I cannot 
n7:rit any longer, and I have, therefore, decided t o  go without a fare\vell 
audiencw. I 1i:tve come to this decision with extl-erne unwillingnt.ss n l~d  
. .~ .~ -. .- .. - ~ --. - ~ - 

* Our cxpcricncc of this pcople has sLe1v11 t l~ i s  t lcsc~il~tio~i  of thclll to be very 
truc.- W'. E. C f .  
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r epe t . "  Seri~lg my a r r a i i g r ~ m ~ n t s  a i d  hearin? what  I saifl, and more- 
0v.r noticing the m'ovrmcnt~  of the  Cossacks, Jigits, and dlivers, the 
K(r~.nl[l-B,~g nr3s disconc~rted.  

"'l'he I)oclc~r-l'rtra deciclecl t o  malie his arrangements fall in with 
the Amir's wishes,'' returned the  Knr(~rcl-Be,y, for  did he not say me will 
go when i t  is ay.ecable to Jat7d3-dli? If he said this, i t  i s  evident 
t ha t  lie shonlcl wait for  t he  Amir's permission t o  go." . , 

I wns surprised and  displeased a t  this  argument  on the  part of the 
1 -  I .  I4ow could 1 explain t o  th i s  stnpid man whn t const,itnie~l 
nolit.eness ancl what  obligation ? I then  informed h im t h a t  tvl~nt I hacl 
~;t i t l  was clue to  frien(1linoss on my part, and  tl iat  if the Arnir did not 
c o r r ~ p r ~ h ~ ~ ~ d  its trlle meaning, so much the  worse for  him. 

" Another t,imc," corltinntd I, " I shall know tha t  it does not do 
t o  110 amiable with you people." 

"I1e Ka:.a~cl- l j t*g now observed t h a t  if T, o n  arriv;ll at T3ulihLra, 
lrnrl n.ppoi11 tetl :t d:~y for my departure, I should not have 11acl to wai t  a, 

~i 1 1 ~ 1 ~  ho11r. 
" .I11 Rnssi:rng who have come t o  Rukhjru have so ar t~vl ,  2nd t11e 

A111il. has I I H V ~ ? ~  ( le t i>in~d tliem anot,her day. You s h o ~ l ~ i  1 ; a v ~  dun" the 
? 9 

I I ,  colrt in~rc.(l L I I ~  A'nl nnl-Bey. 
I t'llen :it;1.t8etl I ho.t, nncler such circ~imstances, I would a.ppoint the 

1rc.x t clnv {'or otil. tlepnrnture, and  t h a t  without fail. 
" U; you t.han," said I, " and tall this to  ttie Bii, and n:<k if it is 

1)'e:'sing or  not t,o the Amir t o  gl-aiit me a farewell a.udic!nce, for I 
\j.i l l 11 ,  bt nlber m y  tlecision." 

I 1  1 lie .KorauZ-Bey, after  such a cntegorical declaration on  tny pnrt, 
Iia,*t,aued off to  the  Bii. Meanwhile' tire packs were a1 wn.-ly re:l!ly, 
: ~ n d  :L sign mas only awaited to s ta r t  tile n,nimals off on t.lio r o d .  'I'hc 
~ o r ~ e a u t - ~ n a j o r  cnlne and informed me t'hat tlie Cossaclts we:v rently f , t r  
t l ! t .  n l : ~ ~ r c . l ~ , : ~ ~ ~ d  n.sk~d if he should give t h e  order t o  n ~ o u n t .  Bu t  I 
orclel.ecl him to  wait. 

A L O U ~  noon the Karn~cl-Beg came back, br inging a note from the 
flit' t o  tell us that ,  according to  his report, the  Amir hat1 conscnte(l 
to dllo\v us to 50 and would send the  Slr1'gnvz~1 t o  invite the  i )octor- l :r i . (~ 
to go and see h ~ m  at  his country residence. I' was, of course, veisy 

t o  receive this  communication, for i t  signified t h a t  t,hei.e woliltl not, 
now he a n  open breach in our relations, bu t  why did tlic Alnir think 
i t .  nect3ssary to cletaiu us here until  now ? Strange  people these Bukha- 
m n s !  ! l 

Cl'hilst we were dressing for the visit t o  t he  Amir, t he  S/ l i g l r r -~ l  
came t o  tell us th3.t Jo,n(bh-dli invited us to  go  and see him. I l c  t l ~ e n  
inl'ormed us t h a t  the Amir was staying a,t his country-house, i : iz . ,  in the  
girrden called Shiri-Ddr, distant 5 aersts (33 miles) from H ~ l i h i ~ : ~ .  We 
immediately mounted our horses and  started off. The  day was warm 
and  even sultry and the air was filled with dust, especially on tlie rontl 
between the  city and the Amir's country house. The fact was tha t  d111.illg 
the Amir's stay in  t he  country a temporary fair and popular promen:~tle 
exist m a r  t o  the Amir's residence, so that, on  the  line of olir route, 
pprsons 01 every class were   as sing t o  and fro. The  nearer we  approached 
tlie h n ~ i r ' s  g :~rt le~l  the t,l~ic.ker became the crowda of people. r \ t  I :~st  t;l~e 
crush Lecalrlc: f1.ight~C111 and  progres,s was made almost iml~ossible through 



the! t , h r o n g ~  of people and t he  s t r ings of carts. The  whip of the  
lijl,.a/s6-f.!~*g who weilt on ahead of us cleared some sort of  p;rss:lge, 
an!l tvhrn \vc reached the  gat,es of the Amir's house, we f u u ~ ~ d  a gunld 
of honour tll.:i.wn 11p t o  receive as.* 

A t  t,he g:rte we were met  bv the  courtliers of the Amir, a.mongsl; 
whom \I1rlre llii ~ u h a m r n a d - ~ h a r i f  and the  UdNirlli, Sl~aadi-Hek. 
After dis~nounting we passed into a court-yard, \vherc t,he r e d  of our 
p:~.rty r r~nni~lcd .  Then I and Zama;tn-.Bek, preceded t~ the liii, eutvr- 
ed a,notl~er ;incl smaller courtyard, at the  far end of which nppe:trrld 
a Kcry 1:lrg-P and plainly constructed building wherein the Aruir m a s  
waiting to receive us. The  Bii, who went on in front, made low 
obeisances almost t o  t he  ground as he advancecl. As he re:l.cllt:d 
the d o o r  of the building, he stoppecl timiclly, peeptd i n t o  the  room, 
:\nd ill el^, ss if filled with alarm, drew Lack and motioned t o  us to 
atlv;l,nce. 

'l'lle Arr~ir was seated in  t h e  centre of the room, a.s on the 1)rerious 
occa.sion, on 3 very ordinary-loolting chair, and his dress was 01 t,he 
1)oorest; d~script ion.  As on the occasion of our ti rst visit, lle rt?n.~i~,inetl 
~t?;l.tad, bllt, oifered us his hand in a friencllv insnner. Then we exchanged 
c ~ ~ r n ~ ) l i m a ~ ~ t . s ,  and I did not omit t o  e r t d  his hospitality to the sky. 
I n  auswcr, tllo Amir expressed regret t h a t  he had not  been aLlo to 
B ~ O \ V  US hos1)itality for a lo~lger  period. 

" You a1.c i n  a great hurry to leave me and my capital," eonti- 
nued the All-jir. " Perhaps i t  is because yo11 ;ire displeased with Iny 
rect.!l,t8ion of jou. But  I at least have entlesvonre(1 to show yuu a I1 
F U C ~  I ~ ~ ~ : I . S I I I ' F .  a.nd ?musement as i t  is in my pvwer to  :~.fford." 

' I  T l ~ e  Irospitality of Your I-Iighness is c!rlel)l.atecl tlirougliout tlie 
morl!l," I n,tlswered, " and for us there would have Cecn no higllcr de l ig l~ t  
to 11:1,ve e~ijoj,ed this hospita,lit,y for as  long n time as l>~)ssihle, had I I O ~ ,  

our tlui ,r :I 11t1 nur service reca l l~d  us  to our posts." Our c~)l~\lersat,ic~n 
pi*o(-(~e~le~l i l l  i l ~ e  same strain for sorr~e millutes, ;i.Tter n111cl1 1 rose a11d 
took le:l,ve oS tlie Amir. At the  door tlie biz w : ~ s  w a . i t - i ~ ~ ~  for us. 11:e 
t l l ~ n  clo~~rlr~ol cjcl us t o  the psclen, saying thrtl. the r511li1- w ~ s l ~ c d  to s11, ,w 
u s  his rlcnl a~b(l not yet  quite finished c o u ~ ~ l r y  p;llace. As w e  n r c a r ~ t  

R.~oII;:, we 1 l : ~ t l  to pass by t . 1 ~  window of the roonl in  wtiich the-  A ~ n i r  
11ad ;illst. sc:ccived us. l'ercciving ttha.t he wns st,iil t,licl.e, a s  1 wcr~ t  
~)itsi,  tile \vilvlow, 1 raised my hautl to m y  I I ( I R ~ - ( ~ ~ P S S ,  I ) I I ~  the Ainir onlv 
loC,l;c~cl : k t  us civer his sholllder rims we went by. We then cutel.e{l a,nolhr:r 
C O I I I . ~ ; \ ~ ~ . I . C ~ ,  wllere a very hxntlsome large bnildi l l g  of I~orse-shoe fo1.m 
nlc~t o n r  e\.Ps, It could at oncc be seen, however, t1in.t i t s  :rrcl~itectu~-e 
-. - - - . .- . - - .- - -- 

* " '1'111. u~~it't>l.!ll of tlle ~ : L I I ~  n l ~ d  file is of tllc Dukl~iirnn soltlicary of a nol~tlescript c.I~;~rnctc,r, 
: L I I ~ ~  ~ : I S ~ I Y  i111:1<i11(*tl W I I C ~  I ncld thnt  the  Amir's solciit~rs ti11~l t,l~c.ir onfn food :~;ltl r l ~ ~ t l l i ~ ~ ~ .  
O n e  soltlicr 11:i,l I ~ l ~ t t o n s  on his coat t h ~ ~ t  lincl ilouc service in v l~r io l~s  Brit.is11 rc,gii~~c~ltw, 1. l1c t  

111.11 nlllolla t , i ~ ~ b ~ l ~ ,  wl~i ls t  tllcir ll~llskets a re  of nll t lo~rceu of :~trticlnity, O I I ~  I I : I \ , ~ I I ~  
h c l ~  st:1111llr.(l i l l  t h e  year of Qra.cc 1800. '1'11~ A111ir 1 1 3 ~  12 ~ ~ 1 1 1 3  nt IiitAl), 5 11101.i~ ;It 
l!~~!<l~:i~.a. n11:l 1 1 i i  ; ~ r u ~ y  consistt.d, i t  was s:~id, of 14,1,00 rnnrriol.8, of \vlloln 6,011U \vc~-c~c:~vn!rv. 
A ~ ~ o t l ~ t b r  il~t'olwlllit sa:.itl 20 l ~ a t t x l i o ~ ~ s  of 1,000 cnc-I1 r~lltl t l ~ c  ctv:~Iry as I11:my Illore, 11;kt 
t l ~ c  Iitrsh-Uqgi 01. ' Viceroy ' toltl nlc 15,000, of rvlloll~ 5.001) wcrc c.:~\.:~lrl. 811 of tllrlrl 
nre volunt,ec>r~, \vllo servcBfroln 18 till clextl~, 0 1 1  t l~c- ~nllnifictcllt II:LY ill Chc cl11111tr)- I I ~  17s. t;d. 
a I I I I I I I ~ ~ I  or nt tllc, capitl~l of 201. Bl~otllc,r ni-c*o~~llt 1 I I C ~ I ' ~  s:~icl 1 0 ~ .  a 11101it11 ; t l l :~t  I Ilene 
Ilirc.11 t,rot~l)s :tl.cl II militia mther  t l ~ a n  a. slar~tlitlg:trnly, of \\.l~ic.ll tl~ctrr i n  snid tl, IKB I I ~ I , ~ ~  

in t11e ~ < I I I ~ I I : L ~ . I ,  01' l i~ ik l~h~ra .  The I I I ~ I I  livc at. IIOIII(, :IIIII I -OI I I I>  t i p  i ' o ~  111,iIl  o i ~ . i t ~ ; ~ s i t , ~ ~ : ~ l I ~ ,  : , l l t l  

n~llell tllc?y tvisl~ to qni t  the  force, niirrpl? yivc~ 111) t.lwir u~usltets alld u~liforluu ant1 go a b u t  
t l ~ c i r  businr.w."--{Lanedell'e Rur8iatz Cetrtrctl Asin.) 



was a mixture bf European and Asiatic. Generally speaking, too, the 
building was hardly deserving of the designation of a palace, but 
rather of the house of a wealthy land-owner. The courtyard in front 
of the palace mas strewn with saud well rammed down, and for its light- 
ing there mas a huge glass chandelier whicli would contain from 30 to 
40 candles. 

We returned to our quarters about 6 P.M. The next day we qui t -  
ted the malls of "noble Bukhiira" or BlbkhLra-i-Sharif, as the Bu- 
khirans themselves call their city, and we went on our way to the fron- 
tiers of our own dear Russia. 



CHAPTER XII.  

Route from the town of BukhRra to  Kbtta-Kiirg6n-Kir~nana-Ziaddin-011 t,he fron. 
tier-Heights of Zarb-Bulik- A day at Kbtta-Kurgin-E'rom I<Ltt:l- Kurgan to 
Slimarkand-Tlie Miankal Valley-A1.rival at  Tbshkand-General glance at the events 
wl~icll occurred during 1878-'i9-C'ollclusiou. 

ON the 14th  (26th) March we left Rukhsra, and, having breakfasted 
a t  Kuyulr-Mazir, halted for the  night a t  the  village of BustRn. Our 
route throughout lay across a ca re f~ l ly  cullivated country. Gardens 
gave place to  fields, part of which had only just been ploughed up and 
part had been already sown over. The picturesqueness of the  country 
round was still further increased by the fact that  the  villages were 
surrounded by small groves of trees and the roofs of the houses were, in 
many cases, crowned with the huge nests of storlcs which had but 
recently returned from the Hi~nQlayas and the Hindu-Icush. These 
birds loudly made themselves l a o w n  by their curious cry, resembling 
the gurgling of water in a kolidn or native pipe.* 

In places the desert waste cut into the freshly ploughed fields and 
flourisllinn wardens, bearing with i t  the brackish gritty deposit of the  

b. b 
neighlouring sea of sand. 

G2o4un.-This is a very large village whicl~ is bloclced up with 
f u e l  and timber of various kinds and slzes. 'I'hus, side by side with 
miserable beams, lie poles, logs, and even twigs. This place is in fact 
tile forest wharf of Bukhira, and to  it is floated down from the upper 
course of the ZarafshQn river tlie produce of the forest lands. I n  order 
tha t  this supply may reach Gurbun, Ghe very wide canal of ShahQbLd 
has been diverted from tlie Zarafshin and its course measures many 

- miles. From Gurbun the wood supply is conveyed to Bulrhira on carts 
(arba*~) and the  backs of asses, the  distance being 7 versts ( P 3  miles). 

Tlie next day+ we marched from Bustin to the small village of 
Malik. A t  a distance of t t h s  ?)erst (&ths mile) from Bustin, the 
gardens and village come to  an end, and the country partakes of tile 
cl~aracter of a desert waste which is called the " Malik steppe." As 
t he  soil of this locality is  s sandy clay, it is terribly muddy \vllen 
rain falls, but in the summer season, or in dry weather, i t  is very dusty. 
W e  traversed this tract, however, a t  a very opportune time ; for 
though a slight fall of rain had scarcely moistelled the surface of the 
,yround, it had clad the steppe with a slight carpet of green. Soon to  the 
rigllt of us rose up a low mountain range, which stretclles right up  t o  
the town of KBtta-Kurgin. Tlie Malik steppe is a l~prox imate l~  from 
30 to  35 vers€s (20 to 234 miles) long and 20 versts (133 miles) across. 
There are other roads leading from Bulihjra to Kirrnina which turn the 
Malik steppe on the north and traverse the narrower parts of the 
ZarsfshQn valley. 

-. - 

The familiar hnbble-bubble of India.- W. E. Cf. 
f No dato is given in the Ruaaian text.-T. B. G. 



W e  halted for t he  night a t  tlie vill:~ge of J la l ik ,  having ridden on 
this march a distance of about 33 r - ~ . r v l b  ('2:3;3 miles). 

F rom >Ia.lik t o  the town of Iiirnlina, t he  distance is considered 
t,o be about 20 ael..vl~ (1134 miles). h t  a p l int  t ths I ersk (?%tl i~ lnile) 
from Malik, there is a very effective half ruined mosque, ornarnenled 
with tiles, whicli ;~ttr;lcts zlttunt~on, and here gardens hegin wliich ccrn- 
t,inue in  one thiclr belt of forest growth riglit u p  to  t he  town of Iiirmina. 
This to\vn is in  no w ~ y  remarkal)le, bu t  i t  covers n laroue area. 'J'ht: 

F' 
bridge built by Abdull:1.-1(115n has made the  town of Kirmina famous 
t l i rougl~out  Central Asin, and i t  is, moreover, t he  only bridge across the 
ZarnEslifin river. 

A t  Icirrnina me enjoyed the  hospital it,^ of Snmat-IihBn, a son of the  
Amirof  BukhBra, ~ v h o  w;ls performing duties of Bek a t  the  place. 
I l e  wits a hertltllp, stro:lg-looking 1x1 of 18, \I-itlrout a single l ~ a i r  on his 
face. It seemed t,o me, however, tint he \vrts more intelligent than 
his brothers, whom I had seen in  various towns of t l ~ e  Khina te  of 
B 11khAra. Hut apparent ly he is nc)t t l i s t i l ~ ~ u i s h  ed for courage, t,ecause 
when I 5ave him a Bertlan Lroceh-loader and wib411ed to fire it at a mark 
before hlm, lie timidly expres~ed as desire t h a t  I wouid not carry out any 
such experiment. I then regretted tha t  I shou Id 11;ive g i v ~ i ~  a rifle to  
a man, who, i t  might  be, wcmld never take i t  into his liands; but tl~el-o 
was no help for  i t .  

We passed the  niglit a t  Kirrnina ~ u d  the next day, i.e., the 17th  
(29th) Marcli, we mnrched to  Xiaddin, a di*tallc>e of 35 ver.ubs (239 
miles). Hefore we llnd rracdlird t hrb vil l a p  oE 'l'ii:.h- 1iill)ruk (c.allec1 af'tvr 
t he  stone bridge over the  hura-Pni  canal), we c:ltne in for some heavy 
rain. It was well t h a t  T ~ s ~ - I ~ u I ) I u : ~  was not mol-e than  G or 6 r ~ r ~ ~ s  
( : I 9  or  4 miles) off. W e  :rcc.o~.dingly urged our horses forw;ird, and in 
t h e  space of from 15 to 20 ~ n i n n t r s  were under t he  hospitable roof of 
t he  Ak-Slrkcil or vill:~ge elder of Tish-Kupruk.  B y  this  t ime we were all 
wet  through and were not n little annoyed thereat, I)ut t he  Bukh&ranu 
blessed our arrival, since rva 1i:~rl L r o u ~ I ~ t  with us t h e  min, which, as  
they said, i s  t he  source of their prosperity. As  our own spare c lo thing 
was in the  Loses on the  pack anirni~lu which wrrth i ; ~ r  I)eliind, t 11c: 1;intl 
Hukhiirans clothed us  in their  own lilrnl(if.b and Ju~.-rao:~l s. il he;iterl sto\.c~, 
hot tea, and a n  ample bre:~l;l'asi enal~led us to  1;~ugll :~t  the rain whic I1 
still continued, a ~ d  a t  tlle Lad weather t h a t  hnrl set in Our  ho.s])it:~l,le 
hosts brought in some rn~~, ty i l l s  and dried our (11-encaller1 clotlleu on them, 
so t h a t  in an hour's time I hey were zgain ready for 11s to l ,ut on. 

Having  rested at TAsh-Kul~ruk for  some hour?, wri t ing for t,he rain 
t o  stop, we once more st;irted off. From T ; i ~ h - I ~ u l , ~ u k  t o  Zi;tddin the 
distance is reckoned t o  be a l d d ,  i . ~ . ,  froln b t o  1~ I 'P I .S / .Y  (54 t,o Cijlrl 
miles). Al te r  the  rain, which had fallen, our route I:ly through a con- 
tinuous bog, into whicli our  horses' legs sank almost up t o  t he  knee. 
The  Nura-Pai canal, which is also diverted from the Zarafuhhn river, 
was as swollen and noisy as though i t  were n mountain stream, whilkt 
t he  p r d e n s  and the  fields were all under water. The  v i l l : ~ ~ r n  along t.ho 
route seemed t'o rise up out  of a sea of mud ; in fact niud al)l)e:l~-ed 
t o  be all around us, as well as  on our  clothes and on our  faces. I tv :~s  
therefore very glad when I saw before ine the ~errzlted wall of the  Ziad- 
din fort. 



~t t l )e  g d r s  bf t,ht? for t  a " guard of honour " of Bl~liliPrnn soldiarb 
\\Tas drawn up, and \yith it were ~ ! a n d a r d s .  A S  I rode up the  street, 
formed by the  doul,lt! 1a.nlss of the  guard, tlie Ls.nd played, t,he drums 
l)entt, the standards wert: lowered. Of course I a d e q t ~ a t e l ~  a'cknow- 
lc?dged the  salute, 1 ) r l t  1 was, 1.1nrlt:r t'he circumstances, ~ n u c h  eml~arrassed 
by this killd of rec.t:pt,ion. The local Beg  met US at  tile gates. His  rank 
nr;ls tll:lt of Yfirr:,r,,cichl, and he proved t o  be a.n alnial,le and even s 
chhnrll-~ing comp:~nioi~. Of the hospitality which he shc!\\;ed us, i t  i s  
supt:rliuous to  say ;lilything here. 

On the  18th (:loth) lliarch we once Inore entered Russian t e~ r i to ry ,  
for, on this  date,  \VC? 111;1rclied froin Zi:l8ddin to  K:itta-Kulg.5n. 

A t  t he  vill:igc! of S hirin-I< h:ltGn (1iter:tlly " the  swec?t woman "), w e  
p ; ~  rted froln our 13ultli~r:~n auides. I n  d ischaving  t,lie~n, I gave tliem 

?' 
s c~~rt i t icate  of I~eha.vlour, wliicll t'hey said was inrlisl~ensa~ble for  
tIlern t o  show to  tlie f3ukl1ira,n nuthoritit:~, for, wt!re t,hey t o  return 
~yit,hout, it., the  autllorities nwuld sul>yost! t ha t  they had not pleased mtr 
s!irl t1ic:n they miy;l;t be punishtd. 

Frol12 Kirlnin:l l o  K&t.ta-Kurpin tile d i ~ t a n c e  is 7.53 rersts  (50 miles), 
t h o  ro~ l t e  lYioZ tllrtinS.h one t,hiclr brlt  01' g1rdt.n.i and the whale collntry 
I,t:illg rxcrilent 1). cnltlvatrd nncl vc+ry l ) i ( ~ t u ~ ~ + s c ~ ! ~ e .  Tile prettiest bit of 
scac?nt!ry is l)et~\rc?r!tl %i:~drlin nuc l  Sliirin-l<Ii:~t,ii~i. I-lere t l ~ e  gnrdvns a ~ i d  
f i e  r e  1 i t To the  riglit of us stret.chnc1 detached 
(ll,.llnps oi: 6;irclenfi:"i(l snia11 grc)\rcJs, :tll-e~*iiating n ~ i t h  green fieltls. 
Tllc!se lie so~rie\vh:it :I~)ov(? the ro:ld ;\:id :IS; \v:ilert!d by t,lie LUura-Y1-c.i 
can:il. TO t ~ l e  1ej.t. of 11s :IIIC~ ~O\\T:LIYIS t l l t!  110rth t,~\t! fielCis atid rr*ii.dens 

b.' 
l i t ?  in t,lic? dc!t!p v:rllc.y 0:' tile Z;i.raj'sl~in river, arid are lost t o  v ~ e w  in 
the  hazy horizon. 

Tilt! Iti~.~so-l?nl;h;irnn frcnt it?r is 1n:lrlied at a ljoint. distant from 3 t o  
4. ,'~'J's/,v (2 1-0 2; ~ni l~ .b)  fl-on1 Zar;~-l3111:!1< 1 . ) ~  a high stone l)ill:~r, Lc!;lrincr 

-, t,lio liussinn S(a,ti: 111 ms, 11s we ~'otlt! ~ J - I S ~  tllis yill:~r, \vc: ;;I1 tool< 
our llaj.:{ and (.ro?yetl o u r ~ ~ ~ l ~ r ~ s .  Not  from the v j l l ; ~ ~ e  of %:11.a-lju];;k, 
011 3 fl3.t l,it:cc: o f  t.iI;li:-l~nrl, is tlie loc:~lily wlic!rt.ol~ took l)lrice the  fight 

J j  \Ic:t\\rpt!n :I 11:~ndluI oi' Ii.ii:.si:tn " vnglc!~ anti ;z ra1)I~le of 13uklirir:~n so l~ l i e l -~ .  
Tile l ight  oceur~erl on t h e  2nd  i I I q ~ 1 1 j  I 1 ,  and en(lt!d l,rilliuntly 
in :I, vlct,nry for t'hc? IL11ssi;in ;lrms. A colulnn has Lcen r;~isctl in honollr 
oE ihc: l';~llt?n \v;i~.~.iol*s. I'e:lcr? l~t! to your ashes, valiant, sons of Russi:~ ! 

\ye rt::~caliccl l i : i t t - : ~ - l < ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ i  : I . ~ J O I I ~ (  . h  P.N., and \ye there enjo\-ed the 
hospit;~li!y 01' C:olgrl)el V~litsel;l~ovitch, Colnlu;~ntler of thc~  llisilict. 1 
s:~,~; r ' r : l ~ ~ l t l ~ ~  th:i.t 1 g:lve to his cool< the tribute w~. ic l i  WR.S his d ~ i e .  Tlle 
n;l,tivt: eo, lis, ~ v l l o ~ s s  sc!rvic.c!; we! hid exc~lusivrlg e r n l ~ l o ~ e d  frotn t.he 
pe1,iod oF our de]);i~,t 111.e l'im,,ln AI;t;.rir-i-Shn,ril', so bored ine t l ~ n t  I coultl 
n o t  loolr on :I J , ; / , L I ;  i\-itfhor~lr loi~t~hing, whilst t , l~e  i'il~inous kabib (.\hush(ik) 
:r,~,ot~~t!rl nri t , l~i 11 mt? :I t'eeli ng of ~i;~iisea.. 

Id'ro~n lirit l :~.-linl-gAn t'o S i~ua . i~kand t,he dista,nce is reclioned at 66 
t!tv..~C.v ( b E miltbs). All ho l~gh  1 could Iia.ve gone on t,o Sdm:l.rkand in a 
pnst;~.l ca;ii-ri;~~e, I preft11.retl to  do the  rest of the journey on Ilorst?-Lack.* 
I\'(? go{, over tlie ( l i \ ta l lc~ in two days. The road throughout 1 - u " ~  

along t,he lel't and high bank of the X:lra,fsl~in river. From i t  there 
o l ~ n s o o u t  a s1)lt!n~li~l view of tile famous Alianlial or cent,ral podion of 

. ~- ~~. . . . . . . . . . . -- - 

:* KO O I I ~ !  \ ~ l r o  1 1 : ~  ~ I I C C  rillller~ 111 :r I:~lssinn post-carriage wo~llcl dl) YO ngir i~l ,  if Le 
co~lltl get olo~lg i l l  s ~ ~ y  ot l~cr  \vuy.- I I ' .  li. G'.  



the Zsrafsh6n valley, which forms an island measuring 90 aersts (GO 
miles) in length and'20 aersts ( I l k  miles) in width. This island lies 
between the  two principal channels of the  Za'rafshin, viz., the Ak-Daria 
and the Kara-Daria. VBmbkry must undoubtedly have been to Sjmar- 
kand, because the Rfianlcal gardens from the road really present the 
appearance of a dark forest such as he says they do. Along the elevated 
bank of the Zarafshjn, which has the  appearance of a level-plateau 
lying a t  the foot of the  SBmarkand mountain ran,ga, stretch recently 
plougheel-uy fields. W i t h  what satisfaction did I gaze on the far- 
stretching line of t'elegraph wire, and with what a feeling of excitement 
did I hear the familiar bells of the post horses ! A t  Siimarkand all my 
acquaintances looked on me exactly as though I had returned from 
another world, for, until the receipt of my letters from Mazir-i-Sharif, 
they had given me up as lost, ancl as having been killed during the poli- 
ticjl  disorders which toolr place a t  MazL-i-Sharif after Shir-Ali-Khin's 
death. From almost all my acquaintances who met me I heard the selE- 
same phrase " what ! are yon alive ? you were not killed then after all by 
those Afgh in  fanatics ? mTe bad altogether given up mourning for 
you." 

By the 25th March (6th April) 1879, I was back again a t  Tishkand. 

M y  story has now come to an encl, and I might here place the final full 
stop ; but I consider i t  not ~upertluoiis to  express my individual opinion 
regarding the part played by the Russian Mission to Afghiinistin, i n  
the events which occurred in 18; 8, not only in Central Asia, but also 
in Eiirope and throughout tlle world. 

It is an undoubted fact tha t  the despatch of this Mission was closely 
connectecl with the events in the Balkjn peninsula and in Europe gen- 
erally, and therefore the fact has the si~nificance of a very important 
historic:~l occurrence. Our constant enemles the English, guided by the 
political insl)irntions of (' the great Jew of our days," wishrd to mini~nise 
to  the smnllest extent the success of our arms talcen up for the freedom 
of our bretliren in flesh and Feeling. I n  consequence of the exertions of 
this great (yes, great, in spite of his ill-will) man, an Areopagus was 
con\-enecl a t  Bcrlin for the purpose of controlling the fate of Europe and 
of the wllnle worlcl. Here was arrayed against us the " honed broker," 
who hacl already hegun to rub his hands in cxpectntion of a good lionor- 
ariutn for his Ijrokerage. It was, tllcrefore, perfectly natural that  true 
Russians shonld, a t  tllc time, have heartily lamented tlie fact that oli l .  

victory-lw;tring eagles should have appeared a t  the tribunal of unclean 
kites. The only possible way of preserving our national honour ant1 of 
retaining even n portion of our concliiests was to  strike a t  tlie Acllill 
heel of tlle British lion. 'l'his heel has been, is, ancl will he, u p  to a 
certain time, India. T o  strike a t  Englancl is only possible in this tlircc- 
tion ; but here she is perfectly valunllr, and only on this side is tllrre a 
breach in her impenetrable arm, ur. The movement oE our troops from 
SLmarkoncl towards India would serve a9 a n  excellent lightning-con- 
ductor for the tllr~n(ler clouds collected i n  the ( i i~ l f  of Izmid, and a t  
Berlin. But  as between Russian 'L'urki3tin and India there lies a very 



vast sovereignty, which has long been considered t o  be u ~ i d e r  thc  i n  flu- 
ence and protection of England, viz., mountainous and illaccessiLle 
Afghicis t in ,  and as  it would, therefore, be advantageous t o  d~.a\v this  
country t o  our side, a Russian Mission was accoldingly despatched t o  
i t s  ruler. 

This Mission then had for  i t s  immediate object the drawing of Sliir- 
Ali-Khin t o  our side, the conclusion with him, if possible, of a n  offen- 
sive and defensive alliance against England, and, under given circum- 
stances, against India  also. Of course such a diversioil on our 11a1.t 
would have been excellent. 0110 th ing  on!y could be said against i t ,  ancl 
that  is the time. The  Mission put  off i t s  departure for Afglriuistfiu 
till too late, for it should have been sent off early i n  1878.  '1 hen, i n  
all probability, there would have been no Berlin Congress, no Treaty of 
Berlin, and peace would have beeu made under the terms of the 'l'reaty 
of San-Stefano. 

But, although late in  the day, a Mission was nevertheless desl~atched 
t o  Kgbul. L e t  us  now see how the members fulfilled theii- trust.  

They did i t  both well and ill. Well, in  the sense tha t  the Jlission 
was able t o  draw Afghin is t in  to  the side of Russia, and indeccl this  was 
not  a very difficult task. Well, in  t h a t  tlirough i t s  presence at K i b u l  
i t  caused the English t o  embark on a difficult campaign and one n~liicll 
entailed a great  expenditure of money and of men. Well, because i t  has 
now been tllrown prominently into relief t h a t  the  Afghfins are t h e  
natural allies of Russia against England. Ill, because our Mission need- 
lessly encouraged t h e  Amir Sbir-Ali-Khin t o  pursue a n  energetic course 
of action in  respect of the English. Ill, i n  t h a t  our Allission allowed 
itself to  make to  Shir-Ali-Khjn various promises of a serious nature 
which the Russian Government could not a t  the  t ime redeem. Ill, that ,  
in so doing, our lllission falsified our relations wit11 the Afghfins and  
needlessly repeated the mistakes committed by  our agents  i n  1837-38 
at Kiibul and at Her i t .  All the good results, above enumerated, follow- 
i n g  the  despatch of our ;l\!Iission to  ICibul would have been well attained 
if exaggerated promises had not been made t o  the  head of the  Afgh6n 
monarchy. Now, tl~erefore, if we again found i t  expedient to  establisll 
direct relations with K i b u l  and  to  place in  t he  scales our own influence 
and  tha t  of the  English with the hfglifius, it would be necessary for  us  t o  
employ much greater efforts t l ~ a n  before for the at ta inment  of t he  
desired result. However tliis may be, our I\.lission lias d c c e i ~ e d  the  
expectations of the  Afgl~An people, ancl this is a fact which is very clearly 
recognised by the in l~a l~ i tnnts  of Afglliinistiiil. Of course, in t he  end 
they will be found on tlle side of Russia and not of England, bu t  they 
will nevert,llel~ss be more c n u t i o n ~  i n  their relations with us. W i t h  
respect t o  this circumstance, i t  is only needful t o  bear in  lnilltl one thing, 
as long :LS I3nglni1d looks on a11 nationalities, inclncling tile inhabitants 
of Afghhnistrin (of coaisse from a utilitarian poilit of vicw) as  slaves 
destined to work for E n ~ l s o d  as  for ail owner, and a s  long as she is so 
unscrupnlo~isly exacting in her c lca l in~s  with the peoplcs whom &he has 

h, sul~ject  to hcr, so lon(7 \\till Afglirinistan be on our side ill tile event of ". 
a war hct , \v~cn Russia and 1Siiglnnd. For this  rcason, her 1 1 ~ ~ 1 ,  i .p., 
India, will  ;~lways l)c vnlncrnl~lc by us. B u t  this brencll, in tllc c,tllcrwisc 
itnpcuctr:~Lle nrlnour of linglantl, will be closed when she becomes a 



more Christian nation i n  her dealings mith the  peoples subject to  ller 
and  also with those close at hand; when she competes with us not  only 
for  political ancl trade supremacy, bu t  also in a career of Christian chari- 
ty.  Tueu  will AfghiuistLn fall  more readily under her influellce than 
under ours. Then mill England have in  her poclret " the  keys of the  
ga tes  of' India." But there i s  hardly a n y  reasons f o r  supposing that  
such a metamorphosis of t he  moral characteristics of t h e  English people 
will be accomplished a t  a n  early period, and  we can, therefore, be quite 
casy on t h a t  score. 

And since our Mission had made a mistake i n  dealing with the 
AfghAn Government, t h e  errors once made had to  be rectified. On his 
own I espon.;ibility, Russia's representative promised the  Amir, Shir-Ali- 
Klian, military assistance i n  t h e  event of a collision mith England. 
'I'his aid Russia could not  give, and  so he was defeated by t h e  English 
t ruops. B u t  Russia could and shoald have afforded him moral support, 
m,re especially as  t h e  Amir  had uot  asked much of us. H e  had begged 
for  fnvoilr to  this  e x t ~ n t ,  wiz., t h a t  he might  be allowed to  go  t o  S t .  Peters- 
l u r g  ::nd hnve a n  interview with the ltussian Emperor, whom he recog- 
nised as his Sllzerai?~. B u t  all a t  once the Amir received a refusal t o  h ~ s  
1.eque.t. 'Phis refusal he received too a t  a t ime when our Mission was 
i n  his territ1)ry a t  his very court. A refilsal t o  a request suggested to  
him by our own 3lission ! 

~ t ' i s  true t h a t  the  Amir  received a n  invitation to  visit Tishkand, hu t  
tohis invitntion came too late. I n  spite of this, Shir-Ali-Khin was so 
cenii!,le and magnanimous t h a t  Ile himself reyeatedly shewed our 
X114sion how it, m igh t  correct i ts  mistakes by begging that, several bat- 
talions of orir troops mipht  be sent  to the Amu. 

" I (lo not want," said lie, " tlliat the-e troops should pass t he  frontier 
nf m y  kingdom, or tha t  they sholiltl take an active part  in t he  struggle 
I,etween the  Afgh6n people ant1 t h e  1CngIish. I only wan t  t h a t  these 
troop4 should be concen t r a t~d  near my frontier, so t h a t  my people may 
r e e  tha t  111ey are no t  finally alnntlunecl Ly the White  Tshr t o  tlie tender 
~ne r r i e s  of 1~:nql;tnd.'' 

14ut we ditl not accede t o  this  reqileqt. W e  mere too much afraid of 
t he  virrious cluestions on the  part  of t he  E n ~ l i s h  Cabinet. 

a Rut, w h y ?  wherefore? how? for what renqon ? "  mould have 
;reell the l ach rymos~  qilcstions from Lorirlon !I I3ut mliy sllonld we, of ou r  
own acdcord, llttve sent  to  the  Amir a p blite refusal t o  his P X P ~ C S S P ~  wishes 1 

Russia t11,1s voluntarily sllrrentlered a certain amount of her in- 
fluence over t he  Afghiin people. 

I t  may he thn t  thore peoplr who tlinngllt fit t o  do so had not turned 
their  attention,Leforc so acting, t o  the complete s t r a n g ~ n e s s  of such yues- 
tlons on tlle p m t  of Enqlisll d ip lomat i~ ts .  l\'lint nroulrl the Il:nglisli 
authorities hnve $l id  to us  i f  we hnrl poied them with this  sort, of qncstlon ? 
IVhy are the  Indian a(11ninistrict ors alrl . j i  11:. out R I I C ~ I  movements 
of  troops in the  dil-cctioo of Nepiil and  of Ii isliniir? Sllollld not we then 

hem t,old-'(the movements of tliese troops are without the sphcre of 
your inR\~r~l i(*e " ? So, trio, conld rve linve ans~ilerrd the JSnqlisIl rrly;~rdinp 
their  irnrnocle-t ~ I I P S ~  i on i~ ig  w; t h r ~ s p ~ c t ,  to  tlie r n o v ~ r n ~ l l t s  of severaI of 
our batl:llions tnwnrtl* t h~ \,;lnlis of tlic Amn-l)ixl.ia'. V'as not " a neutral 
zonc " Letivcen tlie f ~ o n t i r r  of Jiussia and of Intlia established by the  



force of an agreement between Russia and England in 1873, and 
was not the Khinate of BukhBra coinpl~tely excluded from the  i u f  uence 
of England ? On the contrary, too, did not Englnrld recognise within 
tlle limits of tha t  Khiinate Russian influence esclusirely ? Finally, if 
we had judged it necessary to answer England's inopport'une questions 
in more elegant expressions such as " Don't thrust your nose into tha t  
which does not concern you, " the precedents for such a course we should 
find to be numerous. For instance, the rebellion of 187 8 in the  Kara- 
T i g h  mountains, and the preparations for the expedition against the 
Teklre-Turkum6ns. But the principal reasons for the stationing of a 
ltussian force near the Afghan frontier would have been the presence of a 
ltrlssian Mission in KllLul itself, and the excuse that our solicitude for the 
persolla1 safety of our envoys to  Afghinist in necessitated the proxinlity of 
an armed body of ltussinils to the Afghan frontier. Did not the I':~iylish 
equip an entire army to escort their embassy to KBbul when t h a t  city 
w:bs much closer to the English than to the Russian frontier? 

Of course, it mas a pity tha t  we did nothing to soften the  
lnistaltes made hy our ow11 Mission. I n  the future nre shall have not 
only to correct the errors of the past, but to  begin all over :~g, l in.  The 
A;ghAns will not put faith in any future Mission of ours, uuleas it 
Le f ullv\ved by our annj. ! ! ! 

T H E  END. 



Q. C. B, PRESB, 8IYLA.-NO. 22 Q. M. (3.-28-12-06.-10& 
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